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T O 


HER GRACE 
The Dutchefs of 

MONMOUTH. 

Madam, 

T Here were anciently lb many No¬ 
ble Women, as well as Men, 
who, even then made the ftudy of the 
Scripture their delight, when Chri/lian 
Piety began to decay 3 that a great part 
of S. Hierom s pains was bellowed in o- 
pening the meaning of them to BleJiHa , 
Marcella , Melania , Vania, and her Daugh¬ 
ter Eujloch'tum, with feveral other emi¬ 
nent Roman Ladies: wbofe Songs (as he 
writes to Ajella ) were nothing hut Vfalms ; 
wbofe difcourfe was the Gofpel 3 wbofe plea- 
fur e was continence ; and wbofe life was fa- 
fling and ahflinence. 

More particularly he addrefled his 

A 3 fervices 


The Epiflle' Dedicatory• 

fcrvices of this kind, to the lad of thofe 
Ladies, Eujlocbium ; to whom he gives 
an Epithet, importing her prodigious in- 
dudry, with the mod fervent defire, in 
the dudy of heavenly knowledge : and 
therefore infcribed to her the mod ela¬ 
borate of all his Commentaries upon 
the Prophet Ifctiah (as he did afterward 
thofe upon Ezekiel) which were lent her 
by parts in XVIII. Books; before every 
one of which there is a folemn Preface to 
her. 

By whofe example, and to heighten 
that edeem and love of Divine Wifdom , 
wherewith, in an age of folly and vanity, 
God hath already infpired your excellent 
mind, I have prefumed to dedicate to 
your GRACE this fmall Work of 
mine ; wherein, with no fmall labour, 
I have expounded the mod ufefull Book 
of the <P VE<RJBS. 

Which commends it felf to your Gra¬ 
ce's acceptance, both by the excellence of 
the matter j containing (as the words are 
VIII. 6 . XXII. 20.) mod noble and 

— . - - ■ - ^ *■-- - - N. . 
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princely things; choice Maxims, built 
upon the deleft Obfervations, and thac 
will ftand firm and be found true, as 
long as the world endures: and from, 
the dignity and fplendour of the rfuthour ; 
whofe illuftrious name and pedigree, is 
fet down on purpofe (as S. Bajtl thinks) 
in the entrance of the Book', to give the 
greater Authority to his words. 

It is SOLOMONj to whom the 
Lord himfelf faid, i things III. 12. Be- 
hold , I have given thee a wife y and an under - 
{landing heart , fo that there was none like 
thee before thee , neither after thee fhall any 
arife like unto thee : And again, it is record¬ 
ed of him there, IF. 29. That God gave So¬ 
lomon wifdom and underjlanding exceeding 
much , and largenefs of heart , even as the 
fand that is on the fea fhore. For as the 
Sand of the Sea incompafles all the 
Coafts of this World wherein we inhabit; 
fo did his Mind comprehend all things, 
as well Humane as Divine. 

This is that admirable Perlon, to the 
ftudy of whofe rare Wifdom I invite 

A ^ your 
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your Grace: which, that it may be had 
in greater Veneration, the name alfo of 
fcis Mighty Anceftour, faith the fame 
S. < Bajil y is added in the Title unto his 
own: to put us in mind, that he was 
the wife Son of a wife Father and Pro¬ 
phet, who from his infancy had inftru- 
#ed him in the holy Writings, and made 
him fit to fucceed him in his Throne. 

That likewife contributes not a little 
to the weight of thefe Inftrunions, that 
the Authour of them was a KIN G 5 and 
a Kj n g in the holy City of God, whofe 
Authority he had ; which being a name 
of regular and legal Power ( as the fame 
Father ftill obferves) it is manifeft that 
the Precepts delivered by fuch a Perfon , 
and one who was truly worthy of that 
high Title of a Kjng, are of the greatefl 
worth and moment: becaufe they have 
rcfpe< 5 l to nothing but merely the com¬ 
mon benefit , and publick good ; and 
cannot be fufpe&ed to have been framed 
and compofed with any aim at private 
intereft. For that is the difference, iaith 

. ' ..... he. 
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he, between a Tyrant and aiding : that the 
former hath regard only to himfelf in all 
that he doth and defigns 5 but the other 
confults the profit and welfare of thofe 
whom he governs. 

So that, in fliort, this is the Work of 
him, who was truly inverted with that 
threefold glory, which the Ancients a- 
fcribe to Trifmegijhcs ; the power of a f\jng> 
the illumination of a briefly and the learn¬ 
ing of a Philofopher. 

But the excellence of this Book will be 
beft underftood by the ferious perufal of 
it j which will difcover it to be a Ma¬ 
gazine of all forts of Wifdom : fo full 
of golden Sentences ( as King James gives 
its chara< 5 teT in his Inftrudfions to his 
Son) and moral Precepts , in all things that 
concern our conVerfation in this iporld, as a- 
mong all the prophane Plnlofophers and Poets , 
there is not to be found fo rich a Store- 
houje of "Natural Wifdom , agreeing with the 
It ill and Divine Wifdom of God. 

And therefore it is moft worthy 
the conftant ftudy of all perfons, who 

would 

* _ « 
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would accomplifli themfelves with th» 
moll ufefull knowledge: but of nom 
more, than of thofe that are Great 
whom Solomon inllru&s how to be Great, 
er, and to make their Greatnefs alfo lai 
/ling and durable: and efpecially of fuel 
whofe Underllandings are great and Ca, 
pacious, able to penetrate into the 
depths even of the Civil Precepts anc 
Advertifements contained in this Book: 
/printing (as our great Advancer of Lear 
ning fpeaks) out of the mofl profound fecrets 
of Wifdom , and flowing oVer into a large 
field of Variety. 

In which I am confident your Grace 
will delight to walk: whofe exquifite 
Judgment cannot but find the higheft 
entertainment, in weighing the Wifdom, 
as well as the Truth, and Ufefulnefs of 
thefe Parables: and whofe Vertue and 
Prudence dilpofes the hours of your life 
with fuch order, as not to let you want 
time , both to ponder them your felf, 
and to inftill them alfo into the Mind of 
your Children. 


Whole 
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'Whofe future happinefs depends upon 
their being early feafoned with fuch Prin¬ 
ciples as thefe: which will be the moft 
effectual Prefervatives againft the infe< 5 ti- 
ous air wherein we breathe j and a Trea- 
furc of fuch ineftimable price, as will 
keep their Minds from being corrupted, 
by all the briberies of Fortune (as we 
call it) or from being dejected at any 
crofs turn of it; which, in this world, 
mud be fometimes expected. 

For fuch is the inconftancy of all hu¬ 
mane things , fuch is the frailty even of 
our own bodies, as your Grace hath 
been lately taught by a tedious Sicknels 
( from which 1 moft heartily congratu¬ 
late your Grace’s happy recovery ) that 
we love not our felves, if we feek not af¬ 
ter a better Good, which is firm and per¬ 
manent : a Good that can withftand Cor¬ 


ruption, and defend it felf againft the 
force of time, and all the accidents of 
this World. 


In the prolecution of which fupreme 
Good, I commend your Grace to the 
‘ ... Blef- 
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Ble/fing of the Almighty; who always 
favours the leaft defires of being good , 
and therefore will never defcrt your fin- 
cere indeavours of it: which are not un¬ 
known to Him, while you prefer the 
Clofet to the Theatre, and look more to 
the infide of Vertue, than to its outward 
appearances. 

But I forget my felf ; and Hand in 
need of a pardon for this long Addrefs: 
which I (hall the more eafily obtain , if 
your Grace pleafe to believe nothing em- 
boldned me to it, but the opinion I have 
that your Goodnefs is as unlimited as my 
defires to approve my felf, w hat I ftand 
bound by many obligations to be, 


May it pleafe your Grace , 

Your Grace’s molt humble. 


and obedient Servant, 

SFatrick o 



THE 


P R E FACE. 

1.1^*1 Ext to the Plalms of David, which are 
l_\| an admirable ColleClion of Devotion , 
follow the Proverbs of Solomon, which contain 
moil excellent Rules of life. They are commonly 
called his Ethicks ; correcting mens errours , and 
teaching them how to conduit themfelves in all 
relat ions : but may as well be called his Politicks 
aljo , comprehending under that word , Rules for 
the Government of Families , Cities and King¬ 
doms , as well as of particular Perfons. For , as 

S. Bafil Jpeaks , this Book is , Sibtanphlct 
(i>U y an univerfal inftruClion and direction for aH 
men , and for the whole life : containing frequent 
documents of what is to be done on all occafoons . 

If. And there being two ways of teaching ? 
one by brief Sentences , and Aphorilms, which 
are delivered alfo promifcuoufly , without any 
great care about the order of them ; the other by 
methodical Difcourfe, according to the Rules of 
Logick, proceeding orderly from one thing to ano¬ 
ther , till all that belongs to the matter in hand\ be 

reduced 
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reduced to one lody , and make as it were an intire 
building: Solomon hath chofen the firfl wayjvhicb 
was the mofl ancient; as it would be very eafie 
to fhew , were there any neceffity of it ; and were 
not the great antiquity of this fententious way of 
/peaking , apparent enough from that paffage of 
DavidV i Sam. XXIV. 13 . As laith the 
Proverb of the Ancients; wickednefs pro- 
ceedeth from the wicked : which is much like 
that Greek Adage , uJopchx.^ dlv. 

For it was very ufual with Wife men of old ( as 
the Lord Bacon obferves , in his Eighth Book 
of the Advancement of Learning) when their 
obfervation light upon any thing that might prove 
beneficial unto common life y to reduce it immedi¬ 
ately and contrail it y either into fome fhort Sen¬ 
tence or Parable ; or elfe into a Fable. As for 
Fables, they were only the Subjlitutes and Sup¬ 
plements of Examples; to ferve inflead of them , 
while they were wanting , and no longer : when 
the world abounded with Hiftories, they became 
unnecejfary , becaufe the fhadows of things are 
ttfefull onely where the fubfiance cannot be had ; 
and becaufe the aim is more exaff , and more 
pieafant , when the mark is alive. Then tbofe 
Fables were to give place to the fententious way 
of Inft ruff ion , comprifing wife obfervations in a 
few words; which could be illufirated and in- 
forced by a multitude of examples . 

lib And therefore in the fabulous times , tve 
find tbofe even among the Poets, who forfook Fa¬ 
bles, 
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bles, and he took themfelves to this more profits 
lie way of Inftruttion : particularly Phocylides 
and Theognis, whom Julian the Apoflate is bold 
not only to compare with Solomon, but to pre- 
ferr before him. To whom S. Cyril of Alexan* 
dria very judicioufly anfwers (Lib. J. adv. Jul. ) 
that as Solomon * Work is of far greater Anti - 
quity , he being contemporary with Homer him - 
(elf, and they living a long time after , with 
Solon and Thales , in the reign of Croefus : fo 
it is infinitely more weighty than theirs. Who 
faid indeed fome pretty , fpruce things , but fo 
weak and fhallow in comparifon with the manly 
and deep fenfe of Solomon* Proverbs $ that 
they were fit only for the ufe of Nurfes to prattle 
to their Babes ; or at the moft for Pedagogues to 
teach little Boys. There is not , for injlance , 
fueh a wife inftruflion to be found in all their 
Books , as the very firfl of all in Solomon'* , 
which he lays as the ground of all wifdom (J>ut 
they , alas! did not think of') that The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wifdom. This , 
as S. Bafil obferves , is that Ka&dgmctv 
( which their Philofophers fo much talkt of but 
aid not mderftand) the only thing that can purge 
the foul, and prepare it to be capable of Inflru - 
Hion : which it is as improper, fays he , to give 
to a man of impure affeilions, as it is to pour a 
precious ointment into a fordid , filthy F’effel. 

The like I might fay of another moft admi¬ 
rable Precept in his Book , to difpofe the foul for 
wifdom , viz. Truft in the Lord with all thine 

heart, 
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heart, and lean not to thine own undemanding. 
There is no Jucb word in all their Writings ; nor 
in liberates neither ( whom that Apoflate Prince 
vainly magnified likewise above Solomon) who 
may be praifed for fome profitable leffons he gave 
to youth , but muftftoop, as S . Cyril fpeaks , to 
this great perjon; who as he wrote long before him f 
fo far outwent him in all fort of wifdom, for the 
infiruilion both of young and old. Nor doth he 
only give precepts of manners , but many excel¬ 
lent admonitions about rewards and punifhments: 
together with lively deferiptions of the events of 
humane all ions; which ferve much for our infor¬ 
mation. Many things alfo he difeovers of mens 
mofi jecret affeflions ; of the caujes and grounds 
of the great eft changes in humane affairs ; of the 
principal things, that are of greateft moment in 
Government ; of the way to avoid all manner 
of dangers, and to preferve our felves, our fame> 
Our eftates : with fo many other things of like 
nature, that the Son of Syrack juftly faid of him y 
Ecclus. XLV1L 14,15. He was as a floud fil¬ 
led with underftanding. His Soul covered the 
whole earth , and he filled it with dark Para- 
bles. 

IV. By that name fome call thefe fliort Sen¬ 
tences , which we call Proverbs : though the 
word Parable properly fignifies only a comparifon 
or fimilitude . The original of which name is this 
( as Grotius hath obferved in his Prolegomena to 
Stob^us ) that the moft ancient Autlmrs deli* 
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vtred their precepts about manners , or about go¬ 
vernment , by comparifons : either full and at 
length (which the Rhetoricians properly call 
<s£jb^£oA*, parable) or curtail'd, as we fpeak , 
and Jhortned. And thefe taken either from things 
plainly fabulous ( as that of the Fruit-trees and 
the Bramble , in Judges IX . and that of the 
Xhiflle and the Cedar, x Chro.XX^.18. of the 
Hawk and Nightingale in Hefiod ; the Wolfs, 
Dogs and Sheep in Demofthenes; and the fa¬ 
mous parable af Menenius about the Members of 
our Body) or elfe from things likely and probable , 
as that of Nathan to David , and mofl of our 
bleffed Saviour j. 

V. But SolomonV Sentences in this Book are 
not of this Nature , and therefore the L X X\ 
ufe another word, ftgnifying a faying as trite and 
common as the high way; worn , as we fay , thred- 
lare fto uje S. Bafil j phraje ) by every bodies 
conjlant ufe . And fo doth the Latin and our En- 
glilh word Proverb, denote fome ancient common 
Saying, which every body hath in his mouth . But 
the word in the Hebrew denotes only any acute 
and excellent Saying; which is as worthy to 
be known by all, and to be in every ones 
mouth, as common Proverbs are. And thus 
it is ufed in the mofl ancient Book of Holy Scrip¬ 
ture for an eloquent fpeech, much exceeding 
thofe that had been made before , in the beginning 
of the XXVII and XXIX . of Job. And fo 
the Dollours of the Church explain it , A Pro- 

a verb, 
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Verb, faith S . Bafil, is a profitable Saying, de¬ 
livered with a moderate concealment of the 
fence, or a pithy Sentence in a few words 
cxprefing much fence . 

This is the firfl fignification bf the word: tho 
in after-times , every Saying that was never fa 
little out of the way of vulgar fpeech , began by 
the Hebrews to be called Martial 1; as may be 
feen in Ezek. XX, 49. And whether it tvas fi¬ 
gurative, or fmple and plain , if it did contain 
any profitable Inftruttion, it was called by the 
fame Name ; as we learn from the Sentences in 
this Book . 

VI. Which confifis of a Preface, and of the 
Book it felf The Preface is in the nine firfl 
Chapters : leven of which feem to be an Ad¬ 
monition what is to be done , and what to be a- 
voided , to make a man capable of Wifdom: which 
in the eighth and ninth Chapters fats Jorth her 
own praifas . 

Then begins , as you find in the front of the 
tenth Chapter , the Proverbs of Solomon : 
which confifl of three Parts , or Books, The 
firfl Part, from the beginning of the tenth Chap¬ 
ter , to the Jeventeenth verfa of the XXIId\ 
where a new form of fpeech, any body may d/feern , 
begins ( as I have there noted ) and continues to 
the XXNth. Chapter : which may be called the 
fecond Part. And then from the XXVth. to 
the XXXth . which is the laft Part ) follow 
fuch Sentences as were collected afterwards out 
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of bis Writings, or the Writings of tbofe who had 
recorded them; by fome perfons whom Hezekijah 
employed to fearch the ancient Records. For we 
are told in i King. IV. that hefpake in all three 
thoufand Proverbs: which Jolephus feems to 
think were fo many Books that perijbed in the Cap¬ 
tivity ; but S. Hierom takes for Jo many Senten¬ 
ces contained in this Book: that is, Jome of them , 
for there are in all but 800 verfes. And Jome of 
them are not Solomon V ; for in the end of the 
Book are added certain Sayings of Agur to his 
Scholars , and the Inftrutlions of a pious Mother 
to her Son Lemuel: of all which I have given, 
an account in their proper places . 

VII- And therefore mufi intreat all thofe that 
would profit by this Book to rcade the Argument 
of each Chapter , before they proceed to the Para- 
phrale : or at leajl to confult the References 
which 1 have made to fuch paffages in it as will 
help to make the fenfe clearer , or to explain dif¬ 
ficult places ; which fome times are capable of 
more jenjes than one : and therefore if I have not 
reprefented them all in the Paraphrafe, I doe it 
in the Argument: defigning all along this alone ft 0 
give the fullefl and properefi explication of eve¬ 
ry phrafe ; upon which , as I have not dilated\ fo, 
I have expreffed the meaning in the plainefi 
words I could find. For , as S. Hierom fpeaks con¬ 
cerning his own Commentaries upon Ezekiel ( in 
the Preface to the Vth. Bookf my bufinefs was 
not to ftudy the Art of Rhetorick, nor of ex- 

a z adt 
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aft compofition, and gracefull language; but 
to u(e a carefull diligence to hit the fence: 
refling content with this praife alone , if the 
Wife-mans words be underflood by my means. 
And indeed it ought to he the defign of every 
good man , in fuch Works as thefe , that the Holy 
Books ( as he fpeaks in another place j may be 
made more intelligible and acceptable by his 
endeavours ; and not that his own Writings 
may be commended, by occafion of thofe 
Books. 

VIIT. And in his time nothing was commended\ 
he faith , lut onely that which men fanfied to le 
Eloquence- In this the Latins were then altoge¬ 
ther delighted; but naufeated the under(landing 
of the Holy Scriptures . Which pro voked God , in 
his juft judgments , to deliver them into the 
hands of thofe rough Nations , who , in his dajs y 
broke in like a floud upon them ; and turned 
their vain af ell at ion of neatneft and elegance of 
fpeech , into rudeneft and barlarifm : which 
ought to be a caution unto us y not to give up our 
Jelves , to the admiration onely of Jhe language 
and of the wit of the Stage ; left our minds there¬ 
by be fo depraved , that we have no re lift? of the 
mo ft Jerious , no not of the facred Writings , but 
rejell them as inftpid things : with which dijeafe 
if any be infelled *, they might by God's grace , 
be cured • if they would be pleafed to apply their 
mind with due attention to the ftudy of this one 
Ifoly Book : which wants nothing to. entertain 
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the minds of all men , though of the wideft capa¬ 
city , with the great eft variety of pleafure ; if 
they have not perfectly loft their tafte of that 
which will doe them good , and make them truly 
happy . 

IX, It is recorded ly Suetonius of Grfar Au- 
guftus, that in his reading all fort of Greeks as 
well as Latin Authours , be chiefly obferved , and 
tranfcribed fuch ivholefome precepts or examples 
as might ferve him either for publick or private 
ufe : which upon occafion he produced , for the 
Inflrutlion of his own domefticks , or of the Com¬ 
manders of his Armies , or the Governours of 
Provinces , or the Magiftrates in his feveral 
Cities; according as he thought every one had 
need of Admonition : whom if any man have the 
heart to imitate , SolomOn hath faved him the 
labour , which that great Perf on underwent . He 
need not turn over many Volumes , to fearch for 
all manner of wife Inftruclions ; but be furnifhed 
here f and that at an eafie rate ) out of the vaft 
treafure of Learning , he hath left m in this (mall 
Book , with the left Advices that can be given , 
either to Princes , CounfeHours, Judges , and other 
publick Minifters; or to all forts of Sub jells in 
their feveral relations , and in every condition : 
to make them both pious and politick : to dir ell 
them in the choice of their Conforts ; in the edu¬ 
cation of their Children ; in the management of 
domeftick affairs, and in their t ran fall ions with 
other men ; in contracting or conducing thezr 

Friend* 
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Friendships; in giving or taking good eounfel and 
reproof ; in making or preferving peace; in judg¬ 
ing of men , and of the event of their defigns ; 
{md in fhort (for it would be a new Book to men¬ 
tion every thing particularly ) to inftrud eve¬ 
ry one in all forts of vertue; efpecially in the 
Government of the Tongue ; wherein men of¬ 
fend , and whereby they fuffer jo much , that 
there is no part of prudence more necejfary than 
that y and therefore none more infifted on in this 
Book . 

X. Which contains the Wifdom of that excel¬ 
lent Prince , who could readily refolve all Quefli- 
ons and Doubts ; penetrate into the nature of all 
things ; and had his own Family and Kingdom , 
in fuch admirable order , that it aflonifhed her 
who came from the ends of the earth , to difeourje 
with him . And it was compofed\ ifw&may rely 
upon the judgment of the Jewifh Writers , in his 
belt and mofl judicious years ; when his Kingdom 
alfo was in perfect* peace , and there was no dif- 
turbance in his affairs. 

For the Book of Canticles, fay they , was wrote 
in his youth ; the Proverbs, when he was of ri¬ 
per years; the Ecclefiafles, when he ivas old y 
and repented of the fins he bad been drawn into 
by the jnares of Women: who had made this ad * 
miralle Perfon as great an example of folly as he 
had been before of wifdom : whence that common 
faying of theirs ; men compofe Songs, when 
they are young; Parables, when they are 

grown 
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grown to be perfect men ; and Difcourfes of 
the Vanity of things, when they are old. 

XI. But the time of his writing thefe Books 
is not fo material as the defign: which is excel¬ 
lently expreffed by S. Bafil , in a Difcourfe of 
his upon the Beginning of this Book, f Tom. /. 
Hom.XIlf “ The Book of Proverbs, faith he , 
“ is an Inflruttion of manners , and a CorreSti- 
“ on of the paffions ; and an int 'tre direflion of 
“ the whole life, containing abundance of precepts 
“ about well doing. The Ecclefiaftes touches up- 
“ on the Nature of things ; and evidently fhews 
“ the vanity of every thing in this world: that 
“ fo we may not think it worth our pains to be fo 
“ folicitous as we are about things that fwiftly 
“ pafi away from us ; nor wajle the thoughts and 
“ cares of our mind about empty and vanifhihg 
“ enjoyments. The Song ot Songs fhews the 
“ manner of per felling Souls. For it contaihs the 
“ happy concord of the Bridegroom and the Spoufe: 
“ that is, the familiarity of the Soul with God 
“ the WORD. 

XII. I conclude this Preface , as that great 
Man doth that Difcourfe. “ He is wife, not 
“ onely who hath arrived at a compleat habit 
lC of Wijdcm , but who hath made fome progrefi 
“ towards it ; nay who doth as yet but love it , 
“ or defire it, and liflen to it. Such as thefe , 
“ by the reading of this Book, fhall be made wi- 
“ fer ; for they fhall be inf bulled ip much Di~ 

“ vine. 



The Preface. 

i 

u vine, and in no lefs Humane Learning : it expel- 
^ ling Vice divers ways ; and with,as great vari- 
<c ety , introducing all manner of Vertues. ^r/- 

<c <//^r injurious tongue ; corrects the wanton 
<c eye ; ties the unjufl hands in chains. It 
46 persecutes jloth ; chaflifes all abfurd defires; 
44 teaches Prudence ; raifes mens courage ; and 
a reprefents Temperance and Chaflity after fuch 
w a fajhion , that one cannot but have them in 
w veneration. 

Let a man but confent to one thing , which this 
Book defires , to make thefe Precepts familiar to 
his mind\ laying unto wifdoin ( as you find the 
words , VII. 4. ) thou art my filler, and calling 
understanding his kinfwoman : and he will not 
fail to be happy. For this is the fum of all , in a 
few words , 

Love her, and fhe fhall prelerve thee. 


PARAPHRASE 

ON THE 

PROVERBS. 


CHAP. I. 

ARGUMENT. 

7 'be Title of this Book it joined to it y to a part of the 
mrk , and contained in the fix firji verfes. Where the 
Author uffs feveral words to exprefs the matter he in~ 
tends to treat of viz. Wifdom, Inftruftion, Under- 1 
Handing, Knowledge, the difference of which I 
have exprejfed to well to I could in the Paraphrafe , and 
jhall not here criticize upon them. But obferve rather 
that the learning they teach k the moft necejfary of all 
other ; and therefore fo contrived , to he tells us y that 
the mofi Ignorant to well to the moft Wife may receive 
great benefit by it. 

In order to which , the firff principle of it muff be cdre- 
fully obferved ; which is this: [a} that a due fenfe of 
God is a molt neceflary qualification to profit by 
thefe Inftruftions; which will Jignifie nothing to E- 
picures, and fucb like profane perfons . This is the 
very firff word of the Book v. 7. teaching # 5 ,. that our 
fir ft cafe muff be to poffefs our minds with a lively 

B fenfe , 
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fenfe, that there is a God \ and that the higheft Wifi 
dom in the World ts to ftudy to pleafe Him y and to 
know what will pleafe Him; and to be fearfull to offend 
Him , by any neglect of Him i or by doing any thing 
contrary to his '/' ill. Which fear of offending God 
is commonly founded in a dread of bis punifiments; 
which perhaps gives the fir(l rife to this bear : however 
Nazianzen well vbferves (Orat, XXXIX. p, 618 .) 
that we muft not, if we would be wife , firft begin 
id Contemplation, and fo end in Fear; [ for an un¬ 
bridled Contemplation is very dangerous) but be¬ 
ing thoroughly feafoned and purged, and as one 
may fay attenuated, and humbled by Fear, io to be 
carried aloft in Contemplation. 

This is the firft ftep to Hifdom , and the ficond' is; 
fib] next to God, to bear a great reverence to Pa¬ 
rent:, both natural and fpiritual: to God's Minifiers 9 
that is y and to all Teachers and Inftruti ors; to whom 
if Children be not bred to give a great regard , they 
feldom prove vert mm. v. 8. Where it is very ob~ 
fervable how much Humane Laws diff er from Divine : 
the former generally onely providing that due regard 
be given by Children to their Fathers, but taking no 
notice of Mothers ; as may be [ten in the Perfian 
Laws mentioned by Ariftotle, the Roman defiribed in 
the Digcfts and Conftitutions, and fever at paffages of 
the Greek Pbiloffhers , which we find in Epii^etus 
and Simplicius, who (as Grotius notes upon the Fifth 
Commandment) confute onely the honour of the Father: 
but God in his Law takes care to preferve a juft reve¬ 
rence both to Father and Mother equdly; as the per - 
fons whofe min' , i- //.- to bring ns into the or Id, 
And accordingly n?i onely Solomon in this place and 
many other , but the Sou of Sirach alfi who was bred 
under that Divine' Infiitution 'prejfes the duty owing 
to both very largely ; in the firft fixteen vjrfes of the 
III. of Ecdefiafticus. 

Now 
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Now one of the firft things Parents jhoM take care of, 
is to teach their Children fc] to avoid evil Compa¬ 
ny (as it follows here v. to ) and then to reprefent Vice 
in its true colours , as Solomon here doth one fort of 
jpickednefs t v. 11, 1 2, &c. the root of which he jhews 
is love of Money: which therefore (hould be look'd up¬ 
on a* moft odious ; and indeed the root of all evil , 
v. 18, 19. 

Their ftupid blindnefs alfo is to be reprefented y who will 
take no warning: but though deftruttion be plainly be- 
fore their eyes in the way wherein they are \ yet will go 
on to complete their ruin, v. 17. 

And they are to be admonijhed alfo to hearken to the voice 
of Wiflom prefently y where fever they meet with it: 
which is every where, v. 20, &c. Which is prefed here 
from this confederation 9 that'there will be 
a time when they fhall ft and in need of God's help ; but 
not find it , if they have flighted his importunities to 
obedience. For He is not one ly good but juft alfo: and 
not fo eafe, as to be moved merely by Prayers and In¬ 
treaties (and that when we are in dift refs) which 
have more of felf-lovc in them , than love to Him . 
Whofe wij'e Providence requites men in their 
kind ; and deftroys them by that which they moft de- 

t ft”- 

11 In fhort, in this Chapter he introduces Wifdom [peak - 
“ ing to his Son , or to her Children in general ; in- 
u viting them to love her , and by no means to tread 
u in the way of Sinners : but to keep clofe to her di - 
il re cl ions ; threatning deft rutt ion to thofe who con - 
“ temned this Cottnfel. 

There feem to be three Proverbial Sayings in it. One v. 17. 
which may be four or five ways interpreted: two of 
which I h ive comprifd in the Paraphrafe , be- 
i >! s the moft common and natural Another v. 31. 
hkc to that j n Terence, Tute hoc intrivifti, omne 
hoc vorandum eft tibi. And the other in the 

B i nett 
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next v. Where tbofe words> the profperity of Fools 
fhall deftroy them, teach tt* that it is a great part of 
JVifdom , to be able to bear a great fortune , as we 
call it. Of which among the Jews Jafon was an ex¬ 
ample in after times , who was undone by his Succeffes , 
2 Maccab. v.6,7, &c. 


I. 'T -1 HE preverbs of Solomon , i. T 1 HIS Book 
X of David. king of contains fom* 

jCrnpt . notable and very ufe- 

^ 1 full Sayings of that 

wife Prince, King Solomon, the fon of that devout Prince* 
King David : by whole (pedal appointment he lucceeded 
him in the Government of God's peculiar People, lfracl j 
for which (according to David's Prayer LXXII. Pfalm , 
and his own i Kings III. 9.) God indued him with an ex¬ 
traordinary degree of underftanding. 


2. To know wifdom and in- 2. The fcope of 

JlruBion 1 to perceive the words of them, is to make a 

wider (landing ; ^an know what it is 

' 0 to be truly wile j and 

inftrvtt him how to avoid thole errors which Men are apt 
to fall into, or to correct them if he hath been milled and 
run into them j and to make him under ft and when good 
advice is given him, nay, to be able to give it unto o- 
thers. 

3. To receive the inftruttion of 3. For they will 

wifdom. juflice , and judgment, and ftirnifli him with the 
canity . mod excellent noti- 

1 y ' . t ons, and make him 

capable tounderffcmd tilings of higheft concernment: both 
how to be jull and good in all private tranfaUions \ and 
in publickjrsifts and offices to judge and aft according to 
right and equity ; and every other way, to be upright and 
exallly vert nous• 


4. To give fabtill y to the ftmplc y 4. The molt un- 
to the young man knowledge and skuiull and incauti- 

diferetion , p us perfons, may 

here learn to be nr- 
cumfpii} 
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cumfyctt and wary ; and they who are childifh and incon¬ 
siderate get fo much knowledge, as to behave themfelves 
with prudence and difcrction . 

5. A wife man will bear, and 5. As for him that 

will increafe learning: and a man e a l ^ T ’ t ie 

c) understanding jhall attain unto ^ jn ^ this 
wife counSels. Boo k; which vvill 

make him dill wifer. And indeed it is principally defign- 
ed for the improvement of him that is lb wile, as to be 
willing to learn more: who Shall both gain a clearer know¬ 
ledge of what he underftands; and alfo make luch additi¬ 
ons, that he Shall be fit to be a comfellor to Kings, and go- 
vern the affairs of State in the greateft Kingdoms. 

6, To underftand a proverb, He Shall com- 
and the interpretation; the words ptehend the molt ;//>- 

•f* "*> ** 

alfo with the j treat eft 
elegance : the weight left /dyings of wile men Shall he eafie 
to him \ and their abftrufefi notions Shall not be hidden 
from him. 


7. f The fear of the LORD 
is the beginning of knowledge: 
but fools defpife wifdom and in - 
firnciion. 


7. U In the firft 
place then, Jet all, 
both fimple and wife, 
look upon an aw¬ 
ful! Senfe of God, a 


devout affe&ion to Him, and fear to offend Him as the 
chiefell point, and the very foundation of all WiSdom: 
Without which men are but Fools; and, having no regard 
to their Creator, will defpife the wifeft Inftrufuons that ) 
c an give them. See Arg. [a] 


8. My fon, hear the inftruilion 8. And next to 
of thy father , and for fake not the God let me advife 
law of thy mother : thee,my Son(or who¬ 

ever thou art that 
coined to learn of me in this Book) to reverence thy Pa¬ 
rents. And not onely to hearken unto thy Father , when 
he teaches thee to fear God, or tells thee that thou doft a- 
mifs; but to let thy Mother s commands be a Law tothee; 

B 3 . efpecially 
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efpedally when (ht bids thee observe the Directions of thy 
Tutors and publick Inftructors, unto whom fhe commits 
thee: from which be fiire never to deport. See Arg, [fi] 


9. For they (hall be an ornament 9- value their 
of grace unto tin bead, and chains eounfcls more than 

about thy neck. ** *** orTumen “ 

y thy Parents can put 

upon thy head ; or the roeft precious chains wherewith 

they can adorn thy neck: for they fhall add a far greater 

grac^ unto thee; and make thee more acceptable both 

with God, and with all worthy men. 


10. % Aly , if ftmer s entice 1 o. 7 There will be 

thee, con Cent thou not. thofe who will nuke 

it thar buiinels to re¬ 
duce thee from their obedience; but remember, my Son, 
that none can love thee io well as they: and therefore if 
leud perfons (who have no reipeft to God, or to their pious 
Parenrs andlnftruilors,' perfwade thee to bear them com- 

C any, by no means yield to their greateft importunities ; 
ut flee their foci try. See Arg. [VI 

it. If they fay. Come with m y 11. They may re- 
for blond, let m prefent perhaps what 

the innocent with- ^vantage it .will be 

to thee, to 10m with 

them in the breach of 
the very next Commandment to that, of honouring tky Fa¬ 
ther and thy Another: faying, come along with us to our 
lurking places, where no oody can fee us; and from thence 
fet upon a wealthy Traveller, who is to go that way, and 
take away bis life: what though be be innocent, we Hull 
die more eafily difparch him, when he fufpefb no danger 
and hath given us no provocation. 

1 1 . Let us [wallow them up alive y 11- And though 
at the grave , and wbole y at tbofe fbould have ma- 

w\bo go down into the pit: n ? Servants or Com- 

£ panions with him to 

defend him, let not that affright thee; for we are enough 
of us to kill them all with eafe and in a moment, or to 
flrangle them, and bury them alive; fo rhat none flul] 
efrape to tell anv tales; nor fhall they make any noife; nay, 
it dull not be J&own what is become of them. 13. tVe 


let ut lay wait 
lurk privily for 
out caufe. 
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ij. We jbdll find all preci - i^.Thebootyfhali 

om [kbitme , we jhall fill our houfes j? e great; for we are 
•/«, L ; f . lure to find vafttrea- 

tr tb Jp t . fores, and all manner 

of precious things: enQUgh to enrich us all, and fumifh our 
Houles bravely; that we may live fplendidly all our days. 

14. Caft in thy lot among m , 14. Come in for a 

let m all have one purfe: ^ are °f ' lt * an ^ c h°u 

fhalt have as much of 

it as we, who have been longer at the trade: for we live 
like Friends, among whom all things are common ; there 
Is but one purfe among us all, in which every one hath an 
equal intereft. 

1 j. My fon y walk not thou in 1 5 * But, My Son* 
the way with them ; refrain thy for whoever thou art 

foot from their path. that , w, ' c leam of 

J 1 me) let them not pre¬ 

vail with thee, to go along with them; or to betake thy 
felf to fuch a courle of life: but if thou findeft an inclinati¬ 
on to it, Hop it prelently; and ftir not one ftep in their 
company, or after their example. 


16 For their feet run to evil, 16. For it is not 
and make hafie tojhed blond. one fingle murther 

(or robbery) in which 
they will ingage thee (though the guilt of that is too hor¬ 
rid to venture upon) but they will be always hurrying thee 
to fcine new miichiefor other: and as foon as one milchief 
is over, they will be ready for and make halle to commit 
another. 


17. Surely in vain the net is 17. Flee from their 

fpread in the fight of any bird . fociety therefore, now 

that I have given 
thee this warning: and be not lb foolifh and incautious as 
the filly Birds; who ufe to run into the fnare or the 
net, which they fee the Fowler lay before their eyes. 
(VII. 23.) 

18. And they lay wait for their 18. Forashedoth 

own blond, they lurk privily for not lay hisnetin vain, 
their own lives, but they are caught 

therein, fo allure 
B 4 thy 
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thy felf thcje men are fee ting a trap for themfelves, when 
they lie in wait to take away the lives of others: for they 
fhall not always efcape the hand of Juftice*, but at laft be 
taken and fuflfer, either by a fpecial vengeance of God, or 
by his Minifters, what they have deferved. 

19 So are (he ways of every one 19. Such it the fate 

ich ta- oftym that greedi- 
nwvprt ly indeavours to in- 
rich hirafelf by fuch 
wicked means. As 
the Bird inticcd by a little chaff fills into a fnare, which 
icdoth not perceive; fo he on a fudden lofeshis life, to 
fatisfie a vain defire of worldly pelf, which then he cannot 
epjoy. 

20. f tvifdom crietb without , 20. if Let me ad- 

fhe uttereth her voice in theflreets. vife you therefore ra¬ 
ther to hearken to the 
manifold inftru&ions of Wifdom; wliofe mod excellent 
counlels you cannot but be as well acquainted withal 1, as 
you are with that which is proclaimed in the open ftreets: 
For you hear them in the plain diftates of your own Confid¬ 
ences, in the Laws of God, in the Mouth of his Prophers and 
Minifters,in the Admonitions and Examples of good Men, 
and in theCourfe of his Providence and wife Government; 
which call upon you more earneftly and loudly, than thele 
leud Seducers, to follow and obey them. 

21. She crietb in the chief place 21. There is no 
in the opening of the pl ace where this Cry 

aty (he uttereth her Vcr J ue 
y ' J is not heard; which 

is not afhamed of it 

felf, nor lurks in darknefs, like thofe impious Seducers, 

but appears openly in the midft of the greateft crowds j 

where no noife can drown its voice, no bufinefs, either 

publick or private, can thruftby its reproofs; but ftill itin- 

terpofes it felf, and every body, even thole wicked Men 

that flee from it, hear it calling to them ; 

lx. How long y ye fimple ones t wiH 27 • And reprefent- 

ye love fiwplicity? and the [corners ^eir unaccoun¬ 
table folly and ftupi- 

dicy 


of concourfe , 
gates: in the 
words y laying 


that is greedy of gain : w 
Ikerb away the life of the 
thereof. 
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delight in their [corning , and fools dity, in fuch unan- 

hate knowledge ? (werable Qpedions as 

thele. Is it not ap¬ 
parent by many examples, that fuch men as you are de¬ 
ceived and abufed with vain hopes? Why then do you 
continue the cheat ? Have you not play’d the fool long 
enough, but you will dill aft againft your reafon and a- 
gaind your intereft ? Where lies the pleafure of fcoffing 
at Religion and Vertue, that you will never give it over l 
Is any man fo wife, that he needs no Monitor ? Or is Ig¬ 
norance fo laudable, that a man fhould hate thofe who 
would inform him ? 

23. Do not turn a- 
way from fuch checks 
as diefe; but repent 
In time, and reiolve 
to learn your duty. 
It is not too late, for if you will liften to the fecret rebukes 
of your own Confciences, and to the open reproofs of my 
Prophets, and follow their directions, I will plentifully 
communicate my mind, and infufe the very fenfe of it into 
you; It is not hard to find, nor will I conceal any thing of 
it, but plainly fliew you all that I require of you. 


25. Turn you at my reproof: be¬ 
hold, I will pour out my fpirit unto 
you , I will make tyiown my words 
unto you. 


24. f Becaufi 1 have called , and 
ye refufedy 1 have jiretched out my 
nf an, ’ 


24. U Which offer 
if you refufe, nay, go 

band) and no wan regarded ; t0 ^ e ” 

Ipifeinltruction, then 
hear the doom which Gcd, whole voice Wifdom is, pai- 
fes upon you. Becaufe I have prefled you often to amend, 
and ye would not yield to me; nay, I have been very 
urgent and earned with you (offering you my affidance, 
heaping upon you many benefits, and when they would 
doe no good, laying on corrections, as well as fliewing 
you the way to happineis) and none of you would fo muclj 
as attend unto me ; 

15. But ye have fet at nought 2$. But, quite con- 
all my counfel , and would none of trflr y> fet at naught 
my reproof: all the good advices 

I gave you, as if 
they had been but vain and idle words i and flighted all 

my 
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my reproofs and threatnings, as if they had been ridicu¬ 
lous, or of no moment. 

2 6 . I alfo ivill laugh at your ca- 2 6. Therefore I will 

larnity , I will mock when vour fear \ e P z Y y° u **} y out 
cometb, kind; and as little re- 

gard what becomes 
of you, in the day of your calamity (which like a difmai 
Cloud I will bring upon you unavoidably ) I will be utter¬ 
ly unconcerned, when you know not which way to turn 
your (elves; but are become thefcorn of thofe, whofhall 
lee you quake and tremble at that, which before you would 
not fear at all. 


27. When your fear cornet h aide* 
folation , and your deftr notion cometb 
at a whirlwind ; when dift refs and 
anguifh cometb upon you . 


27. Tho’ it prove 
fuch a dreadfull cala¬ 
mity, as will lay all 
vvarfe, it fhall not 
move me to relieve 


you; but 1 will let it fweep you and all you have away like 
a whirlwind: and when you fall into the mod pinching our* 
ward diftreffes, and into the loreft anguifh of mind, you 
Hull evidently fee, it was my pleafure to reduce you to 
thofe inextricable ftraits and prenures. 


28. Then [hall they call upon me , 28. For then (hear¬ 

ts I will not anfwer ; they jhall feck k cn all y°u that have 

me early , but they frail not find me: ” ot y €t ^ n . n ^ - ot ^i s 
J degree of obftinacy) it 

will be very hard for thefe men not to think of me, whom 
before they would not regard : nay, they fhall cry to me 
for help, but I will fend them none; they fhall feek my fa¬ 
vour importunately, but without the leaftfucceCs. 

29. For that they hated know- 29. Becaufe,when 

ledge, and did not cboofe the fear time was, they hated 
of tbe LOR D. that knowledge, of 

which now they are 
forced to be defirous; and when they were eameftly folici- 
ted to have fome regard to God and to Religion, they 
would not confent unto it. 


%o.They would none of my coun* 30. But fas was 
feh they defpifed all my reproof: laid before) rejefted 

my good Advice with 

fuch 



Chap. II. the PROVERBS. 11 

fuch dildain, as if it had been a grievance to them; and 
flighted nay contemned all thofe Reproofs, whereby I 
would have reclaimed them from their Impiety. 

ii. Therefore fhall they eat of _ 31. Therefore, as it 
the fruit of their own way, and be tlut men 

fU.L.f.Mr m Mm. 

Fruit as they plant, fo thefe men fhall fuffer the punifh- 
ments, which their wicked doings naturally produce: nay, 
be glutted and forfeited with the miferable effects of their 
own counfels and contrivances. 

31. For the turning away of the 31. For let them 
ftmple (half flay them , and the pro- none and they need 

/AVA fM %***« *gn- 

them: their efcaping dangers, onely making them more 
audacious to run into them; and their receiving daily ad¬ 
ditions of riches and honours, fupplying their folly with 
means to haften their undoing, 

33. Such a raft dif¬ 
ference there is be¬ 
tween wicked and 
vertuous Men. For 
whofo follows my Counfels, and takes the courfes to which 
I direft him, fhall even then be fife, and podefs what he 
hath in peace, when he fees thefe Fools come to ruin: Nay, 
he fhall notbefomuch asdifturbed with the fear of any mif- 
chief; but reft fecure of a watchfull Providenceover him. 


33. But whofo hearkeneth unto 
me % {hall dwell fafely , and Jbatl be 
quiet from fear of evil . 


CHAP. II. 

ARGUMENT. 

The attention of thofe that reade thts Book being befpoke 
in the foregoing Chapter, He perfwades them notonely 
to reade but to receive and obey thefe good Counfels; 
by reprefenting the benefits of being wife, that is, good 
and LwrtHOM: and the mifebiefs a man fhall thereby s- 
void. The chief is , that be is fare to be under the gui- 
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dame and blejjing of God \ who will impart more and 
of more hiwjelf to thofe that ftudy Wifdom ; which is 
the ft ope of the former part of this Chapter: and as on 
the contrary, if he do not order his ways by the rules of 
Wifdom be is fare to wander tnoft dangeroufly , fo if be 
keep clofe to them they will prefervehim from utter ruin ; 
which is the defignof the latter part of it. I there under 
the figure of an Adulterous Woman, v.i 6. fame think 
he perfwades m to faun all thofe Qa] Do&rines which 
draw away the mind from God ; fuck as thofe of the Epi¬ 
cureans and Idolaters. But I take this to be intimated 
before v. 11. and therefore underftand him literally : 
and then he ftems to give a caution agsinft the breach 
cf the next Commandment to that mentioned in the firft 
Chapter , v. i o, II. where be charges his Son by no 
means to confent to fain with Murtherers; and here to 
fhun Fornication and Adultery, which alienate the 
mind quite from Wifdom t v. 16,17, 

This therefore is one of the firft things Wifdom dire els hs 
unto, and a principal benefit we receive by it\ to pre- 
ferve our Underftandings from being corrupted, by 
keeping our Bodies pure and undefiled. For too 
many, giving up themfelves to fiefhly Lufts y are thereby 
wholly perverted, and never recover tbernfelves : but 
live and die like Fools. 

And one of the next points of wifdom is, Qb] to be taught 
by the dear bought experience of others ; who have been 
ruined Body and Soul , by thofe lend Courfes to which 
we are indeed . And here the wife Man leads us 
back as far as the Old IVorld: which wm wholly de¬ 
ft royed by fuch villainies as mens brttrijhLufts and Paf- 
fions carry them to commit. This feems to be implied 
in the word Rephaim, v. 18. (concerning which fee 
Mr. Mede, p. 41.) who being abominably debauched 
tbernfelves, had corrupted the reft of the World : fa 
that there was no way left to purge it, but by extir¬ 
pating the whole race vf Mankind \ except the Family 
0/Noah. Its 
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In fhort, here are both Promifes and Threatnings to excite 
ns to the fludy of tvifdom ; together with good Dire - 
Bions to make our Proceedings fuccefsfull: which are 
principally thefe . Firfl, our own diligence ; fecond - 
iy , dependence upon God for help and afliftance 3 
thirdly , a due value of that which we feek ; fourth¬ 
ly, avoiding fuch things as will plainly feduce us ; 
and laftly, putting in praftice what we know, that 
we may know more : for want of which many learned 
Men have proved worfe than the moft ignorant . Mojt 
of thefe are the fenfe of the beginning of the Chapter ; 
and the (aft of them is the fenfe of v, 10, it. 

[c] There are thofe who look upon v. 4 . at a Prover¬ 
bial Saying, borrowed from thofe that dig in Mines : 
the former part of it expreffing eager defire and great 
diligence ; and ihe latter invincible refolution and con - 
ft ant perfeveraxce , notwithfianding thofe difficulties 
that occurr to difcourage our labour . Both which 1 have 
taken notice of in the Taraphrafe \ though I fee nothing 
Proverbial in it , more than in many other fimilitudes . 
Cd 1 I do not know whether I need obferve (it is fo eajy) 
Hat the phrafe we meet with all v. 19. go unto her, is 
a modefl expreffion; ufed frequently in the holy Books: 
as may be feen very often in one Chapter XXXV 11 L 
Gen. 2,8, 9, 16, 18. 

i. TV yiT Son, if thou wilt re - 1. AND now, My 

J-VJ. ceive my words, and hide . Son > vvhofe 

my commandments with thee : happinels I molt 

7 heartily delire, let me 

tell thee for thy further incouragement; that if thou doft 
entertain thefe Exhortations, which I have now given 
thee; and keep thefe Precepts in remembrance, for the 
fame end that Corn is Town and covered in the ground. 

2 . So that thou incline thine ear 2. Liftening with di- 
unto wifdom , and apply thy heart hgent attention, not 
to underfiandinz : t0 c ^ e enticements of 

6 ’ fuch evil Men as I 

have 
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have defcribed, but to the counfels and inftrufittonsof Wif- 
dom; with fincere affeftion applying thy mind to under 
ftand thy duty: 


3. Tea, if thou criefi after know- % V And moreover, 

ledge , and lift eft up thy voice for ifthouexprefleft fuch 

under (landing * ^ dclire of it, as men 

unaerjianaing . . do ofthat which they 

moft need; and without which they are in danger to. pe- 
rilh: praying thofe thac are able to inform thee; and De- 
leeching God likewife with ardent devotion, that he would 
bring thee acquainted with it: 


thou feekeft her as ftlver , 4. If thou doft var 

:heft for her , as for bid J ue this Wifdom a- 

bove the greateft 
Treafures, andlhew 
thy efteem of it by ftudious feeking for it, as covetous 
Men do for money: laying hold upon all occafions of pro¬ 
fiting in knowledge, and purfuing thy advantages fas they 
do) when thou meeteft with them ; not giving over thy 
labour prefently, if thou findeft not what thou defireft; 
but enquiring (till, and fparing no pains to know what the 
will of the Lord is : See Arg. [ c ] 


4. If 
and fear 
treafures 


5. Then fhalt thou under ft and 5. Then thou fhalt 

the fear of the LORD ; and find not fail to underftand 

the knowledge of God. W J?« ic is t0 b | ^ 

* religious; and that 

there is no Wifdom comparable to it: and fhalt find alfo 

what reafbn there is to reverence, worfhip and foliritoufly 

obey Him, who is the Almighty Creator, Govemour, and 

judge of all the World. 

6 For the LORD giveth wif- 6, For as W ifHom, 
dom: out of bis mouth cometh no kfc than all other 

knowledge and under ft anding. Qf^jj^Lord 

(without whom all our pains and ftudy about it will be 
inefte&ual) (o there is no doubt He will beftow it on thofe 
who efteem it above all worldly goods; efpecially this moft 
necellary part of it: which He hath already imparted to 
us by his Prophets and Men infpired; who have given us 
a true knowledge and underftanaing of Him. 


7 . He 
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7. He layetb up found wifdom 7* And have aflii- 
for the righteous : he is a buckler red us, that he hath 

them that mlk W lghtly - B&mgs rtranSd- 

ing all rhe tranfitory things of this life) referved in ftore 
for upright Men: and will proteft all thofe by his almigh¬ 
ty Providence, whole care it is to perform and complete o- 
bedience to Him in all things. 

8 . He keepeth the paths ofjudg- 8. Thatfohemay 

merit, and prefervetb the way of preferve them in their 
bis faints. integrity; and incou- 

J rage them neither to 

fwerve from the rules of Juftice. nor to ceafe to exercife 
Mercy and Kindnds; For he hath a great favour to fuch 
pious Perfons; and will be their keeper and defender in 
fuch proceedings. 

9. Then (halt thou under ft and 9. By which thou 

righteoufaefs, and judgment , and e- ftalt underftand that 

quity ; yea, every good path. thy private ^deahngs) 

and faithfull difeharge of thy truft in all publick Offices, 
and uprightnels in every other Vertue ; are all of them the 
bell, the mod plain, eafy, and natural way a man can take 
to be happy. 


10. % when wifdom entretb in- 10. If And when 
to thine hearty and knowledge is Wifdom hath thus 

pleafant unto thy foul ; “ kcn I» Mon . f 

r J thy very heart and af¬ 

fections ; and thou findeft an inward pleafure and fatis&Cti- 
on, by obferving the rules of Piety and all manner of Ver¬ 


tue. 


11. Difcretion fhallpre ferve thee } 11. This alone will 

under (landing fhall keep thee : be a fufficient fecuri- 

, ty to thee, and make 
thee unwilling to depart from them. For thy own expe- 
’ ience will teach thee that it is the greareft cunning to go 
; ! 1 rlioie plain and open ways; and that no men underftand 
rluir ownintereft lo well, as they that cannot be perfwaded 
by any means to foriake them. 


1 a. To 
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11 . To deliver thee from the way 12. Though other- 

of the evilvnzn, from the man that wife thou mighteft 

fpeaketh froward things» “ fenced into a 

* wrong courte, yet 

this will deliver thee from that danger 5 ana notfuffer thee 

to be perverted by the mouth of him, that would fubtilly 

infinuate his leua Principles into thee. 

13. Who leave the paths of up- 13* Though thou 
rhhtnefs . to walk in the ways of fhouldeft beaiTaulted 

cover their folly; in leaving the ftraight, plain and even 
paths ofVertue, to walk blindly they know not whither 
in the perplexed ways of Vice and Wickednefs. 


14- Being Co mad 
as to rejoyce when 
they have done any 
mifehief; and having 
no higher pleafure than to pervert others, and make them 
as bad as tnemfelves : 


14. Who rejoyce to do evil, and 
dehgbt in the frowardxefs of the 
wickeds 


15. Whofe ways are crooked y and 
they froward in their paths. 


15. That is to draw 
them afide, and in- 
tangle them in intri¬ 
cate ways, direftly crofe to their ownintereft, fafety, and 
pleafure; for the whole courfe of their life is nothing elfe, 
but a fhamefull contradiftion to their fobereft Reafon and 
beft Underftanding. 


16. To deliver thee from the 1 6. But fuch is 

ftrange woman y evtn from the ft ran* that fvveec fatisfafti- 

o-er which flattereth with her on w ™ c ^ * ■ “ 
* » v . 10, 11.) thou wild 

Wo * find in the affefho- 

nate love of true WifHom, that it will deliver thee, not 

onely from the (hares of wicked Men; but, which is more 

dangerous, ofa naughty Woman: whofe company (though 

fo pernicious that God would have thee perfectly eftranged 

from her, as if The were not of the Commonwealth ot lft 

rael y yet) hath powerfull charms in it, to flatter thee into' 

her embraces* See Argument [4] 


17 , Which 
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17. Which forfaketht he guide of 17; Above all o- 

her youth , and forgetteth the cove - t j 1 5 r, l * r0 ? t ^ a , t 

nant of her Cod. leud as to leave her 

Husband (though a worthy and perhaps noble Perfori) 
to whom (he was joyned in her youth, when love is in.its 
greateft warmth, and took him for her Guide and Gover¬ 
nor: but hath wickedly broken the Laws of God, and vi¬ 
olated the folemn vow of fidelity to him, which ihe made 
when they were married. 

18. For her houfe inclincth un - 18. The lea ft de- 

to death, and her paths unto the greeofthatdifcretion 

which Wildom infu- 

UCUU. f .11 1 . 

les, will teach thee to 
avoid her Society, who loves no body, now that fhe hath 
forfaken him that had her firft afle&ion \ but leeks the 
ruin of all that go to her Houle : where, by one means or 
other, they are in danger to meet with their Grave, and be 
fent to keep company with thofe old Gyants, who corru¬ 
pted Mankind with fuch filthinefs and violence, that they 
brought a deluge upon the Earth. (VI* Gen. 4,5, 11.) See 
Arg. lh~] 


19. None that go unto her ? re- 19. And this is ve- 

turn again , neither take they hold r Y remarkable, that 

of the paths of life. 1C is ««>ly ft *n that 

1 \ any body who is 

drawn into her impure embraces, ever gets out again: 
but Ihe holds them all fo fall by her inchantments, and 
they are fo blinded and bewildred by her artsj that, like 
Men who have quite loft their way in a ftrange Country, 
they leldom or never can hit into it, and recover them- 
lelves, to a virtuous way of living. See Argument [*/]. 

10. That thou mayft walk in the 20. In Which the 
ir ay of good men, and keep the paths fincere love of Wif- 

of the righteous. ^om u » 

. , will fo fecure thee; 

that elcaping her fnires, as well as thofe of wicked Men, 

thou mayft imitate thole excellent Perfons the Patriarchs 
and Prophets j and be prderved in the paths of thofe righ¬ 
teous Men Who followed' after them* 

C it Fof 
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A Paraphrafe on 


Chap. lit. 

2 1 . For the upright {hall dwell 21. Which is as 
in the land, and the perfect jhall much as to (ay, that 

remain in it. ^ou nuyft be per¬ 

fectly happy: for 
men of integrity (according to God's promife XI. Dent, 8, 
9, 21J (hall peaceably enjoy this good Land which God 
hatn given us i and they that ftudy hncerely to pleafe Him 
in all things, (hall leave it in poffellion to their Pofterity af¬ 
ter them- 


22. But the wicked [hall be cut 22. But fuch im- 

off from the earth , and the tranjgref pious Men, as I (poke 

firs [hall be rooted out of it. of (according to wlut 

J J God himlclf liach al- 

fo denounced XI. Deut. 17. and other places • fhall be cut 
down from the Earth ; where they may flourifli, like a 
Tree, fora time: nay, they that givethemfelves up to do 
wickedly, and keep no faith with God nor Man fhall be 
pluckt up, like a Tree, by the very roots, and leave none 
to preferve their memory behind them. 


C H A R III. 
ARGUMENT 

In this Chapter be continues to prefs obedience to the pre¬ 
cepts of irifdcm; from the con ft deration cf the Benefits 
that are to be reaped thereby. Which he began to [peak 
of in the foregoing Chapter (touching alfo there upon 
the mifebiefs on the contrary fide) but here handles 
more largely ; and explains it not only in general but in 
fever a l particular Precepts: for inflame-, liberality to 
Gods Minifters, v. 9, 10. patience in adverfity, 
v . 11, 12. the foundation of which is an intire truft 
in God, and his Fidelity, who will honour thofe that 
honour Him , in his Minifters ; and never defert thofe 
in their trouble, who do good when they are in their pro- 
fperiry, v. s> 6 * 


After 
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After thefe -things be returns to the general Exhortation , 
v. \\, &c. advifing every one to learn the Doctrine 
delivered by God, and to be obedient ; and not to be fa 
foolijh , as to preferr their own wifdom or era re before 
it. To which he adds Promifes, and Comminutions ; 
together with feveral Advices ; which I need not note 
particularly, becdufe they lie plainly before their eyes 
who will read the Chapter. 

Ijhall only obferve that be reprefents tVifdom C a ] (v. 1 6, 
17, &c.) that is. Religion and Vertue as other Au¬ 
thors have done (particularly Cebes in his Tables) in 
the (hope of a beaut ifull Woman, or rather Queen ; with 
her Arms extended , in the pofture not only of dire¬ 
cting, but alfa of rewarding her Lovers and Followers. 
For fhe holds forth in her Right hand the great hlefa 
fangs of Health, and length of days , unto all thofe that 
will walk in the way to which fhe points, sind it was 
but juft to place this m her Right hand, that is, to give 
it the precedence ; becaufe it was the chief promifa of the 
Law ; and indeed the mojl deftreable of all earthly Rlefa 
fangs, without which nothing can be injoyed ; no not our 
[elves. 

And then, after this , follow JVealth and Reputation; 
things that Mankind mightily covet ; which he places 
in her Left hand ; as infer tout Blejjings, but that 
come alfa from her gift. 

And as for chearfulnefs in aH conditions , there are no 
Fleafures he affirms like thofe, which wait upon her, 
and attend her motions. Safe and [cure Fleafures ; 
which do not merely gratify us for the prefent, and 
then expofa us to danger and leave us fad afterward: 
but give us a peaceable poffeffion of perpetual joy ; • which 
never dies nor decays ; but, like the Tree of Life, re¬ 
mains frefh for ever. This he proves v. 1 <y, 20. and 
amplifies in the reft of the Chapter. 

[ b j In which fame obferve three Proverbial Sayings : 
One v. which feems to be but a metaphorical repre¬ 
ss i fentation 
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fentation of that firmnefs , that vigorous health f and 
chearfulnefs of mind, which Vert he imparts : the other 
in v. n. Qc] whom the Lord loveth he correfteth; 
which Theodoret upon XLL Heb. 6. calls indeed myt- 

o Proverbial Admonition, belonging 
to fuel) Barents, Guardians and Mafters, as are care full 
of thofe committed to their charge: but he names it Jo, I 
fuppofe, only becaufe he found it in the Book of the Pro¬ 
verbs. The laft in v. 18. W] Tree of Life * which feems 
to be a Vroverbial Speech (ufed afterward more than once 
in this Book) for that which prolongs Life ; and makes it 
very delight full and pleafant,as well as firm and durable : If 
we under ft and it of Child,the wifdomof GodfiasOngzn, 
St. Ambrofe r Sf. Auitin andothers do)or of his Doctrine , 
which is the fame: it is literally true that He gives Im¬ 
mortality,as theTree of Life in Faradife would have done . 

I. li /IT fon , forget not my Law ; r.T ET me then a- 
iVl but let thine heart keep intreat 

my commandments. thee, whoever thou 

' arc that comett to 

learn of me (who loveth thee with a Fatherly afleefion) 
not to be carelels and negligent in the oblervance of thele 
Inftrnctions: but remember them, and love them, and 
let thy lelf heartily to doe whatfoever I command thee. 

2. For length of days , and long 2. For this is the 

life , and peace jhall they add to furelt way to that 
th ee which all men natu¬ 

rally defire, and feek 
to attain: a long life, in firm health, vigour, and ftrength; 
with all manner ofhappinels and profperity, XXX. Dent, 
18, 20, 

Let not mercy and truth for- 3. Of this thou 

fake thee: bind them about thy canlt not roils, it thou 

neck, write them upon the table vv ^ c be ftedraftly 

of thine bean. good and ,ult; for 

the infinite bounty of 

God, and his faithfulnels to his Promiles will lecure thele 
Bleflmgs to thee; therefore let my Commandments be ever 

before 
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before thine eyes; fix them in thy Memory, and in thy Afc 
feCtions, as if :hey were ingraven upon thy Heart; and look 
upon itas the greateft ornament to be obedient to them. 


4. So Jhalt thou find favour and 4- Which is as 
good under (landing in the fight of rouch, as if I had bid- 

Cod and man. den thee acqu.re fa- 

vour with God; and 
underftand, on all occafions, what is good for thy felf, or¬ 
dering all thy affairs with fuch judgment and prudence, 
as to be in high efteem with Him and with Men. 


5. Trufi in the LORD with s.UAnd allure thy 

all thine heart ; and lean not unto there is no rule of 

thy own under(landing. prudence like to this, 

' d to confide in God m- 

tirely; and to depend wholly on his Providence, for good 
fuccefs in well-doing: not imagining that by thy own wit 
and policy, thou canft contrive fach events as thou defireft, 
and bring about what thou defigneft* 


6. In all thy ways acknowledge 6. No, in all thy 

him and he (hall dirett thy paths . undertakings bot h 

private and publick, 

be fenfible of his over-ruling Power; obferve his Laws; 
and implore his favour and bleffing; and He fhall guide 
thee in thy proceedings; and bring them to an happy if- 
fue, as He in his Wifdom foes bell for thee. 


7. % Be not wife in thine own 7. H Never be guil- 
eyes: fear the LqR D 9 and dc- *y ruch folly, as to 
part from evil. ■ conceit thme own 

wit to be fo great,that 
thou canft manage things thereby in thine own way (neg¬ 
lecting the Rules that He hath preforibed thee) to thy fa- 
tisfaCtion : but have a religious regard to Him, who can 
either difappoint or profper thee, as hepleafes; and, fear¬ 
ing to offend his Majefty, avoid mod cautioufly thofe pra¬ 
ctices that He hath forbidden thee. 


8. It jhall be health to thy navd y 8. This is the way 
and marrow to thy bones. to preferve a good ha- 

T bit both of Soul and 

Body : and in all conditions to remain undejeCted; nay, 
dicerfull and folly fatisfied, whatfoever happens. ScehxgSj> ] 

C 3 9. Honor 
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9. Honor the LORD with thy 9. As for example, 

fubftance. and with the fir ft-fruits are thofe who 

Vji ,7* think it prudence to 

of all thine tncreaje. fave ^ F they can . 

though it be by robbing God Himlelf: But, if thou wilt be 
truly wife and happy, honour Him in hisMinifters, by pay¬ 
ing them their tithes duly; and bringing oblations to his 
houfe at the three folemn Feafts; (XXIII. Exod. 14, 15.) 
together with the fir ft fruits ofall that thy Eftate produces 
fXXII. Exod. 29, 30.) in token of thy gratitude to Him, 
and that all thou haft is his, and cannot thrive without his 


Bleliing. 


10. So fall thy barns be filled 10. Which He will 

with plenty , and thy prejfes jhad pour upon thee a- 

burft out with new wine. bundantly jjandcon- 

J vmce thee, by lading 

the Earth with Fruit, and fending a feafonable as well as 
plentiful! Harveft and Vintage, that this is the way, not 
todiminifh, but to encreafetne Eftate which God hath gi¬ 
ven thee. XXVlll. Dent. 4,5. 2 Chron . XXXI. 10. 


11. % My fon y defpife not the 11. And fuppofe 

ebaftning of the LORD: neither it be his pleafure that 

be weary of bis correction. ^^> on Should 

y J befall thee; My Son, 

(v. 1.) let not that diflatisfy thee; nor make thee, either 
doubt of his gracious Providence over thee, or out of im¬ 
patience take any unlawfullcourte to remove it from thee. 


12. Forwhom the LORD loveth 12. But rather fub- 

be correct eth, even as a father the niit unto it, as a part 

fon , in whom he delighteth. Fatherly Difci- 

J phne, which cannot 

hurt thee ; but only correct fomething that is amifs in thee: 
For we are Cure He loves thofe that keep his Command¬ 
ments; and therefore nothing that proceeds from his love 
ought to be defpifed ; or received with an abieft mind; but 
duly efteemed by them, and raife their expectation offome 
good from the affliction; which lliould no more make Him 
lulpe&ed of any unkindnefs, than a tender Parent is, when 
he whips the Child iq whom he delights; and to whom he 
wiflhes lo well, that he will not let him be unchaitifed. See 
Arg. [c] 13, IT Happy 
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15 qr Happy is the man that 13. U Happy,more 
f,A >*< that ^ ^ 

getteth underjtanatng. man, who attains to 

this degree of wifdotn; and acquires (though it cofthim 
the greateft pains and labour) fuchan underftanding of God 
and belief of his Providence, as, notwithftanding any trou¬ 
bles that befall him, dill to adhere unto Him in taithfull 

obedience, (v. 7.) 

14.. For the merchandife 0} it * 4 ; iHt were to b e 

is better than the merchandife of bought tor money , 

^ j l tUirj one would purchafe 

fiber, and the gam thereof than ^ a£ any ^. for 

fine gold . the profit of it is infi¬ 

nitely to be preferred, before all the advantages that can be 
made by filver and gold. 

ic, She is more precious than ly* Themoftpre- 
rubies ; and all the things thou 5 10us , p eads are not 
canfi defire, are not to be compa. ^ bound , efs Fancy 
red unto her . prefent any thing to 

our Wifhes, that is worthy to come in competition with it. 

1 6. Length of days is in her 16. For true Wif- 

right hand: and in her left hand dom prefenrs us, as 

riches and honour. we fay, with both 

hands: teaching us 

in the firft place fuch prudence and moderation, as by the 
Divine Bleffmg prolong our days (which none of thofe 
tilings can do tor us) and in the next place, adds both ri¬ 
ches and honour; which men fbolifhly and vainly leek to 
get and to keep by other means, See Arg. [ a ] 

17. Her ways are ways of plea- 17* And befide s 

fantnefs , and all her paths are all this, there is a fin- 
peace 6 lllar N pleafure, nay 

P ' t t the hieheft delight, in 

all the afts of Vertue to which Wildom direfts her Fol¬ 
lowers : who are always, either in perfeft lafety by well¬ 
doing ; or, if any trouble come upon them, have that in¬ 
ward tranquility afld fatisfaftion, which nothing elfe could 
give them. 

C 4 *8. She 
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18. She is a tree of life to them 18. In(hort,Wif- 

that lay hold upon her ; and happy dom leads into a Pa¬ 
is everv one that retaineth her . ar 7 Applies 

* the place of that Tree 

of Life, from whence our flirt: Parents were banifhed: that 

is, gives not only a prefent, but an immortal fatisfaftion, 
to all thofe that ftrongly apprehend and retain her Pre¬ 
cepts ; and therefore I again pronounce him happy (^.13.) 
above all other men, and above all exprelfion , who 
conftantly and firmly adheres unto them. See Argu¬ 
ment [_d ] 

19. The LORD by xvifdom 19* For they are 

hath founded the earth ; by under - a participation of 

that wonderfull Wif- 
dom and Underftan- 
ding, whereby the 
Lord fetled the Earth, in that place where it remains fixed; 
and difpofed the heavenly Bodies in that admirable and 
unchangeable order, which He would have us imitate. 

10. Ey his knowledge the depths 20. In works of 
are broken up , and the clouds drop mercy and goodnefs 

down the dew. efpecially : whereby 

we plainly commu¬ 
nicate with Him in that knowledge, by which the Lord 
made fountains of water gufhout of the Earth, for the ufe 
of all living Creatures; and the Clouds drop down plen¬ 
tifully their refrefhing dews, for the cherifhing of Plants 
and grafs, which in hot Countries many times have no 0- 
ther moifture. 

21. % My forty let not them de- 21. My Son (to 

part from thine eyes : keep found whom my affe&ion 

wifdom and difcretkn. isfo B reat tluC 1 can - 

not but again repeat 

it, v. 1.11.) let me prevail with thee to fix thefe good in- 
ftruftions in thy mind : look upon them as the molt folid 
Wifdom, and the greateft cunning and policy ; and accor¬ 
dingly obferve them. 

21 . SoJhall they be life unto thy For they will 

foul, and grace to thy neck . revive and chear thee, 

when other things fail 
thee: and inable thee alfo with acceptable words tp com¬ 
fort 


ftanding hath he eft ab lifted the he a 
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fort thofe, whom the fame of thy Wifdom lhall invite to 
learn of thee. 

t%. Then (halt thou walk in thy 23-When thou go- 
1 vay fifelr , and thy foot (hall not eft abroad about thy 
ft u,die. J bufinefs thou fhalt 

J difpatch it the more 

cheerfully 5 becaufe thou art fure of God’s Providence over 
thee: and wifdom will direft thee to avoid thofe ftumbling 
blocks, by which others fall into fin and danger. 

24. When thou Heft down , thou 24. And when 
Oialt not be afraid: yea , thou (halt thou comeft home to 

lie down , and thy fleep (hall be reft from thy labours, 

r, ’ S J I J ,-hoU n()t be 

J ' troubled with fear of 

what may happen, whilft thou art afleep; but (having no¬ 
thing within to difcompofe thee,) fhalt lie down fecurely, 
and, by a found and fwcet repofe, be refrefhed to return 
to thy employments. 


2j. Be not afraid of fudden 2 In which, if 
fear y neither of the deflation of the thou fhouldft be in- 

wicked when it cometh . terrupted by any ru¬ 

mours and reports of 
unexpected and approaching danger, let not that difturb 
thee: no, though thou fhouldft (ee the Wicked ready to 
lay all wafte, or the Divine Vengeance bringing utter def¬ 
lation upon them for their wickedneis. 


26. j For the LORD /hall be 26. For a firm hope 
thy confidence , and (hall keep thy in the Lord fhall be 

foot from beiw taken. tty fupport, even 

c when thou art in a 

tottering condition: nay, when thy skill quite fails thee, and 
thou knoweil not what to do for thy fafety$ Hefhall fodi- 
reft and guide thee, that thou fhalt be prelerved from falling 
into the hands of thofe that lie in wait to deftroy thee. 

17. Withhold not good from 27. H And, as it 

them to whom it is due^wken it is in will give thee great 

the power of thine hand to do It. lecurity of mind and 

7 * ' conhdence in God at 

fiich a time, not to be confcious to thy felf of any wrong 
done to thy Neighbour, by denying to pay thy juft 

debts 
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debts, when thou art able; fo the remembrance of having 
done good to others will be a far greater: and therefore 
let me advife thee to take a fpecial care, not to withhold 
relief from thofe, whole needs intitle them unto it; when 
thou canft not pretend difability, but haft wherewithail to 
do it. 


28. Say not unto thy neighbour , 28. And, as thou 

Gff, and come again y and to mar - wouldeft not have 
row I will give ; when thou haft God to defer hjshelpj 

* h «*'■ 

fo do not thou put off thy Neighbour, when he begs a kind- 
neft of thee, faying ; I cannot now; come another time ; 
to morrow thou lhalt fee what I will do tor thee; when if 
thou hadft a heart to it, thou couldft lupply him now, as 
well as then; and who can tell what fhall be to morrow ? 


29. Devife not evil againft thy 29. And Iet_ not 

neighbour , feeing be dwelletb ft- the quiemeft or an 
* Man’s temper, roue 

left the confidence he 
hath of thy honefty and goodnefs, tempt thee to contrive 
any mifchief to him: for the mere fecurely he relies on thy 
vertue, and the left miftruft he hath of any harm from thee, 
the greater wickednds it will be, lo much as to have it in 
thy thoughts to do him any injury. 

30. ^ Strive not with a man 30.1i Forinftance, 

without caitfe , if he have done thee do not bring falie 
no harm. Aftions againft any 

Neighbour, nor vex 
him with caufids or unneceflary Suits at Law: no, nor 
lb much as pretend a cauie for quarrelling and falling out 
with him, when he hath done nothing to deferve it of 
thee. 

31. % Envy thou not the oppreft 31. IT And wha* 

four, and ebufe none of hit ways . though thou Ihouldft 
^ fee men thrive by 

ppprefion and violence, let not that provoke thee to e- 
mulate them ; that is, to wi£h thy felf in their condition, 
by imitating them in any of their injurious proceedings* 

4 

32. For 
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11 For the froward is abomina- 32. For he that 

J,;, b ,CORD: » hhftcra f f 

IS with the ngbteoMf. truth an d juftice, is 

above all expreflion abominable to the Lord; even in his 
higheft profperity: but the Lord is a Friend to men of fin- 
cere integrity} who know the (ecret of his Providence in 
railing thofe wicked Oppreffours fo high, that they may 
have the more dreadful! fall. 

, ? . f The curfe of the LORD is 33. IF The evil do- 

in the huufe of the wicked: but be er is under the curfe 

<»' >f"* >* Si't L hl^ 

(lately Palace : but juft and good men ought to look upon 
themfelves as under his care and bleflingj and therefore ve¬ 
ry happy in the meaneft Cottage. 

34. f Surely be /cornet b the 34. % Thofe proud 
(cornets : but be giveth grace to Oppreflours and Scof- 

tbe lowfa fers at g° od Men > he 

m lomy * will undoubtedly , 

not onely confound, but expofe to (corn, and make them ri¬ 
diculous in the eyes of the World: but caufethe humble, 
modcft and meek (who bare even their infolent foods pa¬ 
tiently) to be had in honour and highly efteemed. 

35. The wife /hall inherit glory , 35-. They may be 

but frame Jball be the promotion of defpifed and debafed 

for a time, but in the 
10 iftue they (hall be ac¬ 

counted the onely wife Men; and leave an excellent never- 
dying fame behind them: when thofe impious Men (hall 
be famous for nothing, but theihame and diigrace that 
(hall fall upon them* 


CHAP. IV. 
ARGUMENT. 

The dulnefs, (luggilhnefs and, forgetfninefs of Mankind in 
their principal concernments , are fo notorious, that we 

need 
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need not wonder the Wife Man repeats the very fame ; 
things, and quickens our attention to them, in the be - 
ginning of this Chapter . Which he thought necejfary to . 
excite again (v. io.) and again (y.20.) becaufe all his> 
pains, he knew, would be loft without feriout confederati¬ 
on of what he faid: and the very firft ftep to Wif- 
dom, is to have a mind to be wife. 

And to make his Exhortations the more acceptable , he ac¬ 
quaints the Reader with the Lejfons which his own Fa¬ 
ther and Mother were wont to teach him (v. 4, &c.) 

and the great benefit he had received by them. Which 
gave him the greater confidence to prefs every one to 
follow his example of obfequmfnefs to good counfels , as 
the fir eft way to be happy: and by no means to imitate 
the examples of the wicked, from which he dijfwades 
by many arguments ( v. 14, 15, &cj and befeeches 
they may be fo duly pondered , v. 20, 11, &cj that 
they produce in every one a watchfulnefs over his heart y 
his mouth, his eyes, his feet ; as may be feen in the con - 
dufion of the Chapter . 

7 * he whole Chapter from v. 4. may be conceived to be the 
words of David as well as Solomon ’/. But l have ex¬ 
tended David 's advice no further than unto v. 10. and 
there make Solomon to re fume his exhortation \ and 
urge upon his Son what his Father had taught him. 

There is one Proverbial fpeech in v. 17. which needs no 
explication. Some would have another, v. 1 6. but I 
can fee no reafon for it. 

The Frincipal Inftruclions in this Chapter are theft. The 
care that Parents ought to take, to inftruft their 
Children diligently: and the greater they are (fuppofe 
princes ) the more accurate ought their Education to be, 
as Solomon'/ was, v. 3, 4, &c. And above all things 
the excellence of Wifdom and Vertue is to be incul¬ 
cated : for this excites a defire of it ; and that's the very 
beginning of it, as feme expound tbofe words, v. 7. In 

which fines they are admirably explained in the Book 

* 
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of Wifdom, VI. ii, 1%, 14,17. Next to this they ^ 
are to he cautioned againft evil Company, as the bane* 
of Youth: and the wretchednefs of their life that 
live wickedly is to be reprefented \ and the happinefs, 
comfort and fatisfaftion of theirs that live vertuoufly, 
which increafes as their days and their vertnes do , v.18. 
IS ext they are to be taught how necejfary it is to be 
conftant in reading pious Books, efpecially the holy 
Scriptures, v. 21. And to have an upright heart, 
fwcerely difpofed to follow fuch direllions; upon which 
all depends , both their well or ill doings and their well 
or ill being . Watchfulnefs alfo over the Senles is 
commended , as of great ufe to preferve the Affections 
from being corrupted . 


iTT Ear y ye children , the in- i.T Wen then all ye 

±1 ftriiction of a father , and ^ that are defi- 
j ttend to know under (landing. rous to learn,unto the 

out of a paternal affe&ion, I bring from God unto you: 
Li .c lan to them, though they correft your prefent man¬ 
ners ; and let your mind be fo attentive, that youmay know 
what it is to have a right underftanding m all things. 

i. For I give you good dotlrine } They are no 

Make you not my law . frivolous or indiffe¬ 

rent matters which I 
teach you ; but the mod excellent things, and abfolutely 
necdlary to your happinefs: therefore do not merely at¬ 
tend to them, butftriilly obferve my Precepts, as the Law 
and Rule of your life. 

%. For I was my fathers fon, 3. Do as I my felf 
tender and onely beloved in the did, who remember, 

light of my mother . w *? en I was - K 

Child, the Son of a 
01 nil: wile and pious Father, and under the carefull eye of 
hi aftcfctionate Mother ; who loved me mod dearly above' 
all her Children, and while I was foft and flexible, and apt 
to receive good impreffions, lookt to my education with 
gteat cucumlpcftionj 

4. He 
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4. He taught me alfo , and faid 
unto me. Let thine heart retain 
my words : keep my commandments 
and live . 


Chap. IV. 

4, My Father was 
wont to tutor and in- 
ftrutt me (1 Chrott . 
XXVIII. 8. XXIX. 


i.J faying, Mind my 
words, and faithfully retain them, not onely in thy memo¬ 
ry, but in thy affections: obferve my Commandments, 
and thou ftialt enjoy long happinefs. 

5. Get wifdom, .get under, 
ftanding: forget it not, neither de¬ 
cline from the words of my 
mouth . 


5. And this is the 
thing I require of 
thee, not fo much to 
leek after Riches, as 
to treafure up Wifi 
dom \ and endeavour to underlland how to behave thy felf 
upon all occafions; and when thou art well informed in 
thy duty, do not forget it, nor turn afide from the way, 
into which I will direft thee. 


6 . For fake her not, and fie Jhad 6 . Quit all things 

preferve thee: love her, and Jhe in this World rather 

(hall keep thee. than forfakeihe Pre- 

* cepts of W lldom ; 

flick to them, and they will preferve thee from innume¬ 
rable milchiefs; love them fincerely, and they will be a 
ftronger guard than money can procure thee. 

7. Wifdom is the principal thing, 7« And as there is 

therefore get wifdom : and with all nothing comparable 

thy getting get underftanding. r°^ V n^ om ’. *°. c ^ e 
' d * hid dep to it is to 

know as much, and to prize it accordingly. Begin there¬ 
fore to be wife, by looking upon the tear of God as above all 
earthly Pofieffions, and by being willing, if it were needfull, 
to give all thou art worth to know what is pleating to him. 


8. Exalt her, and Jhe Jhadpro - 8. Thou candnot 

mote thee: fhe fhall bring thee to ho - ipeak nor think too 

nour when thou doji embrace her . nlghly of this Wifi 
v J dom, as thou lhalc 

find by happy experience. For if thou magnify it, above all 
things, it will raife thy efteem and make thee great in the 
World; yea, when thou entertained it with ardent love, 
thou /halt become mod illuftrious in the fight of God and 
Men. 9- She 
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9. She frail give to thine head an 9. Whatfoeverelfe 

ornament of grace: a crown of glory thou haft to cotn- 

( hall the deliver to thee . mend thee and gain 

thee honour,this fhall 
add unto it, and make it far more amiable: the faireft or¬ 
naments or the mod bcaueifull Crown that can be fee upon 
thy head, fhall receive luftre from hence ; and be fettled 
there the more fecurely. 

10. Hear, O my [on, and re - 10. Thus myFa- 

ceive my fayings: and the years of t^ er was won t to dif 
thy life frail be many. courfe to me, as I do 

* J J J to thee, My Son; 

whom I earneftly again intreat (v.f J to confider what I fay; 
and to believe \x j and then I promife thee, what he did me 
(^.4.) that thou fhalt lead a long and happy life. 

11. / have taught thee in the u. I have already 

vp a/ of wifdom : 1 have led thee in taught thee, and will 
r 'mJn oaths will inform thee in 

g \ P the wifeft courfe un- 

to it j not in thofe crooked ways of fraud and falfenefs, 
&c. which many take; but in the direfteft paths of inte¬ 
grity and truth, in which I intend, as I have done hither¬ 
to, to lead thee. 

12. When thou goelt, thy fteps 12. Andifthyafti- 
frall not be ftraitned , and when ons a °d defigns have 
thourunneft , thou fraltnot /tumble. 5.0 °ther rule, thou 

free from thofe ftraits and difficulties which others meet 
wirhall: and in cafe thy bufinels fhall require hafte, this 
will be the fafeft, as well as the moft inoffenfive (if not 
the fliorteft ) way to accomplifh thy ends. 

i$. Take faft hold of inftrutti- 13. Refolvetotry 
on, let her not go ; keep her, for it, an d> though it 
fie is thy life. fhould be contrary 

to thy prelent .feme, 

yet do not refufe this Inftruftion which I give thee; but 
take fuch faft hold of it, as never for want of care and 
pains, to let it flip out of thy mind; keep it as a moft 
precious treafure, for all thy happinefs depends upon it. 

14. f En - 
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14 - f Enter not into the path 14. IF And if thou 

of the wicked , go not in the really intended to be 

way of evil men. g“' ded me, re- 

member the advice I 

gave thee in the beginning ( ch . 1. 10.J not fo much as to 
enter upon their wicked courfeoflife,or to keep them com¬ 
pany, who regard not God, and are injurious to Men: or if 
thou haft been feduced into it, be not perfwadcd by their 
feeming profperity and thriving condition to continue in it. 


1J. Avoid ity pafs not by it, turn 1 5. Avoid it there- 

from ity andpafs away . f ore a i u ft ab¬ 

horrence; come not 

near it, but get as far as thou canft from their Society: anrf 
decline all occafions that might invite thee into it, as dan¬ 
gerous temptations. 


16. Forasmifchief 
is their bulinefs, fo 
they purfue it with 
reftlefs diligence : 


there being thofe a- 


16. For they fleep not except 
they have done mi [chief: and their 
fleep is taken away , unlefs they 
caufe fbme to fall. 

mong them, for inftance, that cannot be quier, nor have 
any fatisfaftion, till they'have executed their villainous in¬ 
tentions ; but perpetually difturb themfelves, that they 
may ruine others. 

17. For they eat the bread of 17. For they live 

whkedmfSy and drink the wine of by robbery and fpoil; 
violence. having no other meat 

and drink, but what 
is the fruit of their rapine and violence, and not of their 
honed labours. 


1 8. But the path of the jufi is 18. Which makes 
as the [fining light , that jhineth a wide difference be- 

more and more unto the per fell tween them and righ 1 
j a y teous Men ; whole 

pure and innocent 
life is full of honour as well as }oy: which increafes conti¬ 
nually together with their vertue; proceeding (dike the 
fplendour of the Sun, which nothing can extinguilli, not 
hinder in itscourfe) rill it come to the higheft pitch of joy 
and glory. 


ii. Tf)t 
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19. The way of the wicked is cu 19. Whereas.thofe 

darknefs : they knot not at what . wicked People live 

tUo-xi fl-tjmfifw molt uncomfortably, 

thy ftumble. as well as bafety and 

vilely; going on blindly to their own deftruftion ('of which 
they are in conftant danger, and grows more and more up¬ 
on them) and yet they know not (no more than men in 
thick darknefs) what mifehief it is that fuddenly may be¬ 
fall them. 

10.^f My fon , attend to fny 20. If Therefore I 
words, incline thine ear unto my do not without rea- 

fayimrs fon once mere repeat 

3 J 6 my requeft unto thee 

(v . 1,10.) that thou wilt give diligent heed to my advice; 
and ferioufly confider thole exhortations, which proceed 
from a fincere affection to thy welfare. 

21. Let them not depart from 21* Reade them 
thine eyes: keep them in the midft over and over again, 
of thine heart, and keep them perpe¬ 

tually in mind; or ra¬ 
ther preferve them ftudioufly, and lay them up, as a molt 
precious treafure, in the cloleft afiettions of thy heart. 

12. For they are life unto tbofe . 22. For they will 
that find tbem 7 and health to all make all thofe ex- 
their fiejh. feeding happy, both 

in body and foul, that 
come thoroughly acquainted with them: and, how various 
loever their temper and condition be, will prove an univer- 
fal remedy for all their griefs and troubles. 

2?. % Keep thy heart with all 23. If And charge 
diligence .* for out of it are the if- thy felfwith this, a- 
fues of life. hove all- other cares, 

to let fuch a . ftridfc 
guard upon the inward thoughts, motions and afle&ions 
of thy foul ( which are befieged with many enemies) 
that thy confent be never obtained to any thing, which 
thou oughteft to refufe: for thy living well or ill depends 
on this; and fuch as thv caution and watchfulnefs is in 
this, fuch will the actions of thy life be, which flow from 
<hdnc*e. 

D £4. Tut 
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24. Put away from thee a fro - 24. And as they 

ward mouth , <j/ri pervtrfe lips put that defend a City a- 

far from thee . gajndan Enemy, fet 

J a ltrong guard at 

the Gates and Pofterns, fo do tfiou upon thy Ears and up¬ 
on thy mouth, never fpealdng things contrary to Truth, 
Honedy, and Religion thy (elf; norlidning unto thofethat 
do, but banilhing both, as far as is poflible, from thy fa¬ 
miliarity. 

2 5. Let thine eyes look right on, 25. The Eyes alfo 
and let thine eye-lids look fir eight ? re dangerous inlets 

before thee mt0 the heart i ^ 

vefore me. therefore watch them 

well that they do not gaze about, and fallen on every ob- 
jefl that invites them: but be fixed upon one fcope, as 
thy thoughts ought to be, from which let nothing divert 
them. 

26. Ponder the path of thy feet, 26* And before 

and let all thy wiys be eftabli - thou fixed and reloh 

n j ved upon any action, 

J * examine ana weigh 

it thoroughly, whether it be agreeable to the rule of life, and 
the end thou aimed at: and lb thou fhalt be condant to 
thy felf, and confirmed in a dedfad courle of well doing. 

17. Turn not to the right band 27. From which 
nor to the left : remove thy foot do not ftitier thy felt 

from evil t0 be drawD allde » 

Jrom eVllt either to ibperdkion 

on the one hand, or to contempt or negleft of Religion 

on the other: let neither love of Friends nor hatred ot E- 

nemies, neither hope oi pleature and gain, nor fear of pain 

and damage, neither *profperous nor crofs events, ever 

move thee to turn into either extremes from the rule of: 

vertue: but, whatfbever inclination thou finded that way, 

do not proceed to commit the lead fin againd God or a- 

gainll thy Neighbour. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 
ARGUMENT. 

There being nothing to which Touth is fo prone , as to 
give up themfelves to fatisfie their fafhly defires , and 
nothing proving fo pernicious to them , ij they do it 
with Harlots ; fjfe Man gives a new caution a- 

gain ft thofe impure Lufts y which he had taken notice 
of before ( ch. II. 16, 17, &c. ) as great obftruni¬ 
ons to Wifdom: and with repeated intreaties begs 
attention to fo weighty an argument, which here he 
prcfecutes more largely , and prejfes not onely with 
fingular elegance , but with power full re a fans. Which 
in the heat of youth men are not forward to confider ; 
but if they would be fo fober , Solomon hath ft'aid enough 
to deter them from whoredom. 

IVbofi miferable ejfetts he defer ibes by fever a l apt refem - 
blances (v. 4, 5.J which Jhew how , by this vice , men 
lofe their honour , their time , their healthy and eft ate s 5 
and at laft (as he jhews afterwards) lie down in fir- 
roWy and end their days i% an unprofitable repentance. 
And thereforey for the prevention of this y he com¬ 
mends the ufe of marriage , and a pajfonate love for a 
mans own Wife ; which he defer ibes allegorically: 
fir ft, [ a ] under the comp arifin of a domeftick foun¬ 
tain; where a man may quench his natural thirft, 
and from whence ft reams ( i. e. Children ) may be de¬ 
rived abroad to ferve the publick good y &c. and le-, 
condly, under the comparifin of a young Hind and 
a young wild Goat; which are taken notice of by 
Authors that write of Animals (particularly Oppia- 
nus) to be loving Creatures : and which in ancient 
times were play-fellows (as one may call them) for 
tbi gfeateft prfins 9 - who kept them in their Palacesf 

I y 2 an$ 
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and diverted themfeIves with them , as a lovely fort 
of Creature, whom they delighted to adorn with 
Chains and Garlands and fuch like things . About 
which Bochartus among others may be consulted: who 
bath demonfirated that the Jaalah (which we tranfate 
a Roe) is a Creature that lived in mountainous pla¬ 
ces y and could climb up the fleepeft Rocks . ZJnto 
which y as well as to a young Hind, Solomon com¬ 
pares a good Wife, becaufe of the fimplicity y fftnefs, 
good nature of this kind of Creature $ and other qua¬ 
lities mentioned by ancient Authors . Who abun¬ 
dantly fat is fie m, what reafon the Wife Man had to 
make choice of thefe comparifons, to reprefent the 
pie afures of ardent love between Man and wife ; 
when it is natural , without conftraint\ fencere, fimple t 
gentle , without morofenefs , fufpicions , or pride : 
which good qualities are not to be found in Harlots ; 
but may be met wit hatl in a Wife. From whence he 
fkews the unreafonablemfs , nay unaccountable folly of 
preferring fornication and vagrant lufts , before the 
innocent joys of a married life (v. 10.) to which a 
many who considers his own goody would chafe to be 
tied that he may avoid the inconveniencies or . rather 
miferies to which the lufts of uncleannefs reduce him : 
but efpecially the heavy judgment of God ; who having 
ordained marriage for the comfort of Mankind and the 
preferving fociety (v. 21, ore.) will not therefore let 
the contempt of it go unpunijhed . 

The principal things to be learnt in this Chapter art , 
not to believe every thing to be good for us, that 
pleales the flefli for the prefent, v. &c. but in the 
beginning of any pleafure, to look to the end of it; 
roavoid the company of Harlots: to ufe due care 
in the choice of a Wife : to love her too much, 
rather than too little; to reft rain our felvcs from 
inordinate affection, by the confideration of Cod’s 
omniprefence, e rc. 

The 
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The Proverbial Sayings are obvious enough , in v. 4, 
1J. / floall onely give an account of my translating my 
v. 14. [b] the A (Terribly of Judges: for in many other 
places , befides thoje quoted there in the Paraphrafe, it 
fignifies the CXX. Elders or Senators who judged the 
People: as in theXX. Jofli. 6. and XXVII Numb 21. 
ivhere R. Solomon thus expounds rnyn 73 all the 
Congregation. And fo truly it feems plainly to be 
it fed XV, Numb. 24, &c. where the Sacrifice is diffe¬ 
rent from that prefer ibed in IV. Lev it. 1 3, &c, and 
therefore the fin was different and the Congrega¬ 
tion for whom this was offered , were the Reprefenta- 
tives of the whole Congregation ; or 9 as they now 
fpeak , the great Sanhedrin. 


I. A ITT fan , attend unto my 
iVJ. wifdom , and bow thine 
ear to my underftanding. 


1. 


T Cannot too of- 
^ ten awaken 
thine attention(who- 
ever thou art that 
putteft thy felf under my Indruftion. See chap. II. 1. III.i,21, 
iXc.) specially in things offuch moment as I am going to 
treat of: and therefore again I befeech thee, both to mind 
diligently, and to confider what I take to be true Wifdom, 
and more than ordinary Prudence. 

2. That thou mayefl regard dif- 2. Which if thou 
cretion , and that thy lips may keep ob(erveft,it will make 
knowledge. thee fo skilfull and 

difcreetly cautious, 
that thou fhaft not onely be able to preferve thy felf from 
the mod fubtil and dangerous deceits; but uponoccafion 
to advife others, and keep them from being cheated. 


f For the lips of a ftrange 3. IT As too many 
woman drop as an honey-comb , and are by the arts of an 

her mouth is fmoother than oyl. Harlot, from whom 

thou oughted to e- 

Itrange thy felf 

as much as if die were not of the com¬ 
monwealth ot Ifrael ; for flie pretending the greated love, 
allures inexperienced youth by her flattering fpeeches, 

D 3 and 



3$ A Paraphrafe oh Chap. V, 

and fweet voice perhaps and fongs, wherewith fhe inchants 
them; and making them believe they fhall tafte nothing 
but the moft delicious pleafures, her foft and fmooth in- 
ticements flip down glibly into their unwary hearts, which 
are taken with her. 

4. But her end is bitter as worm - 4 * But the begin- 

j pood, (harp as a two - edged /word. ning of this love is not 

fo fweet, as the con- 
clufion is bitter; and therefore think of both together, and 
believe what I now tell thee without making a trial: that 
after a fhort pleafure follows long pain, by the impairing 
Mens health, ftrength, eftates, and credit; which they can¬ 
not refledl upon without trouble and vexation, and fif Hie 
do not quite deftroy their reafon) be filled with reraorfe of 
confidence and anguifh of fpirit: for, like a fword that cuts 
on both Tides, fhe wounds noth Soul and Body. 

5. Her feet go down to death : In fhort, leads 

her fleps take hold on hell. tbofe that follow her 

to an untimely 
fharuefull and miferable end: to have never fo little to doe 
witfi her, is to approach to certain and inevitable deft ructi¬ 
on ; not onely here, but in another W orld. 

6. Left thou fimldefl ponder 6. For though thou 

may ft think to make 
a rerreat in time, 
rhou wilt be decei¬ 
ved : fhe having 

jnore ways than thou canft ever know (winding and 
turning her felf into a thoufand fhapes) to keep thee from 
fb much as deliberating about thy return to a vertuous 
courfe of life. 

7. Hear me now, therefore , O 7. All which con- 
ye children , and depart not from fideredfhould incline 

the words of my mouth. that reade thefe 

things, to be obedi¬ 
ent to me; who do not defire to reftrain them from any 
thing that will make them happy; but in tender affefticn 
advife them, not to be indeed by her flatteries to depart 
from thole fatherly counfels, which out of mere kindnels 
I give unto them. 


the path of life , her ways are 
moveable , that thou canft not know 
them. 


8 . Remove 



Chap. V. the PROVERBS. 39 

8. Remove thy way far from 8. If all will not 

her and come not nigh the door of begovernedhy them, 
her honfe ; yet do thou, whofe 

to attend unto me, wholly fliun all familiarity with her; 
nay, fo much as the lead afpeft towards her: avoid her as 
thou wouldeft the Plague; and be fo far from going into 
her Chamber, as not to come near the door of her Houfc. 

9. Left thou give thine honour 9. Left thou for- 

unto others , and thy years unto the d 1 the reputati- 

cruel. on, which perhaps 

thou haft got by 
worthy a&ions, and grow contemptible among thy Friends 
and Acquaintance; who fee thee preferr the company of 
Harlots, and their bafe Attendants, before that of the moft 
vertuous Perfons: and thereby thou lofe, not onely thy 
fame, but facrifice the flower of thine age, and thy precious 
time, to one that doth not love thee a jot; but could fee 
thee perifh without any pity. 

10. Left ftrangers be filled with 10. And that will 

thy wealth , and thy labouts be in be the iflueofthy im- 
the boufe of a fir anger. Parity 5 which waftes 

nrft the ftrength and 
vigour of thy Body, and then thy Money and Eftare up¬ 
on a ftrange Family, perhaps of another Country : whofe 
filthy Lufts are fatiated at the expence of thy Spirits; and 
whofe Houfe and Table are furnilhed with the fruit of thy 
Care and labours* 

11. And thou mourn at the laft y 11. And when 

when thy flejh and thy body are con things are come to 
fumed, this pals, that thy cre- 

• . * - f „ dit, thy friends, thy 

precious time, thy health, thy eftate,and thy plealure too are 
sJI gone, and nothing left but an heavy heart, and skin and 
bone; then thou begin un profitably to groan and lament; 

nay, perhaps tp roar out thy grief in a moft deplorable 
manner: 

. a*' ^fay. How have I bated 11. Saying, How 
tnjiruOm t and ny heart defpifed ftupidly foolifli have 
reproof l I been, in not con/i- 

dering all this foon- 
U er? 
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er? how fenflefsly bent upon my own ruin? I am amazed 
to think how I hated the cautions that were given me to 
avoid her company? and inwardlydefpifed (how civilly fc- 
ever in outward fhow I received them,) the jull reproofs l 
had afterward for going to her. 

J3. And have not obeyed the 13. I wanted no 

voice of my teachers, nor inclined S°°d Inftruftions , 

mine ear to them that indrafted me ? Parents, Tutours, 

friends, and God's 

miniders; who informed me of the danger, and taught me 
how to efcape it: but, alas! I was fo fottifh, as not to o- 
bey them; fo contumacious, that I did not fo much as 
confider what they faid unto me. 


14. I was almofl in all evil, in 14- But gave up 
the midfl of the congregation and my felf to follow my 
a trembly. lulls, which inafhort 

J time mgaged me in 

almoft all kind of wickednefs; from which the reverence of 


noperfons could reftrain me: but openly, in the face of rhe 
moft publick and folemn Aflemblies of God’s people; even 
before the Magidratesand Judges (XXV.Numb. 7. XXXV. 
12.) I boldly committed them.V^ Arg. [£]. 


15. q[ Drinkrvaters out of thine 
own ciflern ; and running waters 
out of thine own well. 


15. If Such are the 
fruitleis moans of a 
man, that hath quite 
exhaufted himlclfin 


thofe leud couries; which fhew how much better it is to 
follow the advice, which I now give rhee: Marry ; and in a 
Wife of thine own enjoy the pleafures thou dehreft, and be 
content with them alone; innocent, chad, and pure plea¬ 
fures; as much different from rhe other, as the clear waters 
of a wholfbme fountain, are from thofe of a dirty lake or 
puddle. 

16. Let thy fountains be dif- 16. Of whom thou 

per fed abroad and rivers of wa- maydhavea lavvfull 

ters in the flreets. W ^ IC ^ r ^ ou 

J needed not be a- 

fhamed to own; but openly produce and fend them abroad, 

like dreams from a Spring, to ferve the publick good; nay, 

a numerous progeny may be derived from your happy locie- 

ty, and match into divers other honed families. 

17. Lei 
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17. Let them be onely thine own , » 7 * Children that 


and not firangers with thee. 


acknowledge no o- 
ther Father, becaufe 
they ipring from one whom thou enjoyeft (like a fountain 
in thy own ground) to thy felf alone: being taught by thy 
confining thy felf to her, never to admit any ftranger to 
thy bed; but to keep it folely unto thee. 

18. Let thy fountain be bleffed: *8. Happy fhalt 

y° u ™' I advife thee to take 

in thy youth, and avoiding thofe filthy, cruel Harlots (^.9.) 
to folace thy felf in her innocent ana delightfull company: 
whereby thou wilt long preferve thy youth, which they 
jfpeedily deflower, v. 10. 

19. Let her he as the loving hini y 

and pleafant roe , let her breafts fit if¬ 
fy thee at all times , and be thou ra- 
vijht always with her love. ways feem amiabk in 

thy eyes: if thou wouldeft recreate and difport thy felf (as 
fome are wont to do with young fawns, and other beau- 
tifull creatures of like kind) let it be with her, as the 
fweeteft companion; in whofe embraces take fuch fatista- 
6fion, us to forget all other, and to be excdfively tran- 
fported with her as long as you live. See Arg. [a] 


19. Love her and 
cherifh her, with a 
mod tender affect i- 
and let her al- 


on 


20. And why wilt thou, my fon y 20. Confider, My 

be raviftt with a ft range woman , S° n i (v. 1.) what I 

and embrace the bofom of a ftranger ? ** n ^ deny ^ fh ou 

J canft, that it is an 

unaccountable fplly to feek that in a vile Harlot (to whorp 
thou oughteft to be as great a ftranger, as to her Religi¬ 
on) which thou mayft more fully, more pleafantly, fecure- 
ly, and conftantly, as well as more innocently, enjoy in a 
pious Wife of thine own Nation. 

11. For the ways of man are be- 21* And, which is 
fore the eyes of the LORD , and ^oft confidcrable, 

he pondereth all his goings. enjoy with the ap- 

0 probation and favour 

of the Lord: from whom no man can hide his moll pri¬ 
vate 



4 * A Paraphrafe on Chap. VI. 

vate aftions, but He plainly fees and weighs all he doth, 
wherefbever he be; and will exaftly proportion rewards 
and punilhmcnts, according as he behaves himfelf. 

22. ^ His own iniquities jhall 22. H If he be a 

take the wicked himfelf , and he JhaU wicked Fornicator or 

be holders with the cords of his fins. Adulterer, for m- 

J trance, let him not 

think to efcape, bepaufe he is fb cunning that no body ob- 
ferves him, or fo powerfull that none can call him to ac¬ 
count: for his own manifold iniquities fhall arreirand ap¬ 
prehend him; and he fhall need no other chains to bind 
and hold him fad, to anfwer for them to(2od. 

23. He Jhall die without in- 23. Whofe fen- 

ftruttion, and in the greatnefs of tcn( i Q upon fuch a 
b« folly be fhall go ajiray. ft all 

perifh, (v. 5.) becaufe he refilled to follow thefe Inftrudiions; 
and not onely mifs of his aim of being happy, but, like 
men that wander from the right way, precipitate himfelfin- 
to unexpefted ruin (v.% 10, nj becaufe he was fuch an e- 
gregious fool, as to take no warning by all that could be 
laid to him; but ftill to commit innumerable fins (v. 13,14^ 
though he was told the manyinconveniencies, nay mifthiefs 
they would bring upon him. 


CHAP. VI. 
ARGUMENT. 

Tor the fecuring of the peace and happinefs of a married 
life (which the Wifi Alan had commended in the fore¬ 
going Chapter) he here adds two cautions ; one againfl 
furetifhip >tbe other againfi floth: which make great dif- 
contcnts in a Family , by bringing it to poverty. He il- 
luflrates both by elegant JimilituJes ; efipecially the latter f 
by the example of the Ant: Who borrows of none, and 
yet is not in danger to ftarve ; laying up in ft ore, by a 
notable imuftry, fufficient provifiou in due feafon a- 
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gainjl a time of need . Which the great Lord [>] Ba, 
con ingenioufly applies (in the beginning of his Sixth 
Book of the Advancement of Learning) to the improve - 
went of Arts and Sciences, by every ones bringing 
his grain. And in this buftnefs he defines the flothfuU 
to be ; whofe onely care it is to live upon the main 
flock ; but not to improve it by fowing the ground 
of Sciences over again, and reaping a new harveft. 
This is the fitm of the eleven firjl verfes. 

And upon this occafton he annexes the defcription of a de¬ 
ceit full knave (v. 11, &c.) who cares not by what wick¬ 
ed arts he lives, when he is reduced to poverty. Whofe 
character he gives from bis mouth, his eyes, feet, fin¬ 
gers, heart and tongue. And after a feptenary of vices 
( v. 16, &c.) which he reprefents as moft odious to God , 
be returns to hts former Argument \ to give cautions 
againft mcleannefs , efpecially Adultery (verfe 20, 
24, &c.) which as it is many times the ejfeft of Idle¬ 
ness, fo he fljews is the way to bring one to poverty ; 
nay, to indanger ones life, or to bring inevitably upon 
him fome other rnifcbief: not onely infamy , but the ha¬ 
tred and revenge of that perfon who is wronged by the 
Adulterer; who hereby puts himfelf into a werfe condi¬ 
tion , than that of a Thief. fb] They that would fee 
the terrible effetfs of this jealouli t fully and lively de¬ 
ferred, let them read Saint Chryfoftom, r 

chap. 5 2. Where he obferves, among other things, 
that i Ti)y d Svfjutv iUQVQVj rtAA * >9 3w fAv , &C, this 

Dileafe is wont to breed and bring forth not onely 
an intolerable heavinefi of mind, but an infuppor- 
table rage ; and that , fuch is the madnefs of this di- 
(temper, that it is not cured, no not by the revenge 
it takes upon him that is the caufe of it. 

The principal points of Wifdom to be learnt in this Chap¬ 
ter are tbefe ; care of our Family ; caution in ingaging 
for others; diligence in fome honeft employment; 
hatred of idlenefi as contrary to nature; not to con- 

temq 
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temn the meaneft inftruftor, but to learn fomething 
even of the fmalleft Creature ; and to improve the 
prelent time; to dread themilchievous effects of pover¬ 
ty, •efpecially that which comes by idknefs ; (theef- 
fett of which is too oft the lofs of all confidence , v. 11,13, 
drc.) to give good heed to the Admonitions of our 
Parents and Inffruftors, when they teach the will of 
God ; and above all things to fortify our (elves againft 
the fins of uncleaBnefs. About which the wifi-mangives 
the more frequent cautions , becaufe youth is not more 
prone to them , than they are pernicious to youth . Who 
ought therefore not only to weigh diligently the mi fir able 
confidences of them , efpecially of Adultery ( which he 
reprefints in the conclufion of the Chapter) but care¬ 
fully to avoid the occafeons of- fuch fins ; and faithfully 
to fupprefs the fir ft motions towards them , v. 25, &c. 
[c] JVhere he gives a particular charge to watch over 
our eyes (which are the inlets of love) and ufis a re¬ 
markable phrafi to exprefs the danger of gazing upon 
an evil Woman ; left he be taken or caught with her 
eye-lids : which he fiems to compare to nets as other 
Authors do. Particularly Philojtratus/* his Epiftles; 
where be often fpeaks of the t* ofxfxei c/>V 7 ust,nets of 
the eyes ; and hath in thefe elegant words expreffed the 
power of love which refides in the eye-lids, here mentio* 
tied. tIuj opSur/u&v « §Jaok, 

*TActAAflt JUAVOIS /Sa£?*£$>/£ T"X viatt t> K3-7* 

€4<rJ)j£Tcu t tScc. Epift. Tvvcuyj. 

It would be too long to note the Proverbial Speeches in 
this Chapter. I fhall only give a brief account of one 
of them y and of one phrafi in this Chapter that needs a 
little explication. 

[d] As for the Proverbial Speech it is v. 1 j .upon which 
the Lord Bacon hath made a very ingenious obfirvati- 
on ; diftingttijhing in this manner , between the poverty 
.. that comesas a Traveller, and the want that comes 
3s an armed Man; that the (hipwrack of fortune falls. 

upon 
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upon Prodigals or fuch as are carelcfs of their E- 
ftates, by infenfible degrees at thefirft ; with foftfi- 
lent paces, like a Traveller, and is hardly perceived: 
hutfoon after neceflity invades him, like an armed 
Man : that is, prefles upon him fo hard, that he feels 
r it plainly, and perceives there is no refiftance to be 
made. And thereupon he gives this prudent advice , to 
prevent the Traveller, and to be well provided a- 
gainft the armed Man. But it is fuff dent to have no¬ 
ted this here , [out of his Eighth Book of the Advance¬ 
ment of Learning, ch. 'i.parab. 5.) which they that 
pleafe may make ufi of upon occafion . In my Paraphrafe 
1 have waved this exaltcuriofity: becaufe I obferve the 
Wife Man generally repeats the fame thing in other 
words , without any fuch d if inti ion. 

C e 3 -As for the phrafe I[poke of , it is v. ; 1. where it is 
faid a Thief Jhall reftore fevenfold (as we tranflate the 
word) when the Law of Mofes enjoyns no fuch r eft sta¬ 
tion y but much lefs ( XXII. Exod. 1 , 4.) and there is 
no reafon to think the Law was altered in after Aimes. 
Therefore I have followed another ufe of the word Schi- 
vatajim, which fgnifies not any determinate number ; 
but only fuch as is perfeft and compleat in its kind ; as 
may be feen iF.Gen. 15,14. XII. PfaL 7. XXX.Ka.i6. 

1.A IfT fon } if thou be furety 1. AND now,My 

IVI for thy friend , if thou ** Son ) (ft* ch, 

haft ftricken thy band with a fir an- 

rr €r no difference my a- 

6 7 ( fife between thy Wife 

and Thee; beadvifqd by me, nottopafs thy word rafhly 
for the Money which thy Neighbour or Friend borroweth 
of another: much Ids ftand bound for a Stranger, whofe 
hondty or ability is unknown to thee. 

1 Thou art fnared with the words 2. Young men in- 
cf thy mouthy thou art taken with deed think this no 
the words of thy mouth . * great matter : but 

if thou haft been lb 
incautious, as to be drawn into fuch ingagements, look 

upon 
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upon thy felf as no longer a free man; but hampered and 
inflaved in dangerous obligations. 


3. Doe this now, my fon , and 
deliver thy felf , when thou art 
tome into the hand of thy friend : 
go y humble thy felf] and make fare 
thy friend. 


3. And therefore! 
in that cale, immedi¬ 
ately follow the couru 
fel which I now give 
thee, My Son; do thy 
utmoft endeavour to 


be difcharged, by prefTing thy Friend forthwith to fatisfie 
the debt, or to give thee fecurity againft the Creditor: 
Make no delay, and ftick not, if need be, to call down thy 
felf before him on the ground, and beteech him as readily to 
grant thy requeft, as thou wall forward to comply with his: 
be not modal at all; nor ceate to urge and importune him 
by thy felf and by thy Friends, till thou hall prevailed 
with him. 


4. Give not fleep to thy eyes , not 4* Be not quiet till 

(lumber to thy eye-lids. this be accomplilhed; 

nor take fo much as a 
wink of fleep till thou art eafed of this care: which if thou 
Undcrfttfndeft thy felf, may well difturb thy reft. 

5. Deliver thy felf a* a roe 5. For thou art in 

from the hand of the hunter, and the fame condition 

t u g with a young Roe, 
or filly Bird; that is 
taken in the toile of 
the Hunter or the fnare of the Fowler: and therefore drug¬ 
gie, like them, with all thy might, to get loofe (if it be 
poflible) and to be releafed from the bond wherein thou 
art intangled. 

6. % Go to the ant thou Jlug - 6 . H Nor is indir 

g&dy cmfider her ways , and be ftry and diligence re- 
w :r e . quifite in this alone, 

but in all thy affairs; 
to which therefore, if thou art flothfull, I muft excite thee 
by the example of the Anrs; whole orderly and unanimous 
diligence, in collect ing and preferving food for themlelves, 
if thou wilt mark and obferve, thou mayll be afhamed to be 
an idle fpeftator of their labours; and learn hereafter to 
imitate their provident care. See Atg. [a] 

7 Which 


as d bird from the hand of 
fowler . 
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7. Which having no guide, over- 7 - Which is the 

feer, or ruler, more remarkable, be- 

caule they have none 
to lead and direft them (as Mankind have,) no overfeer to 
exatt their labours; no fupreme Govemour to call them 
to an account for any negligence- 

8. Frovideth her meat in the 8 . And yet they 

Cummer arid gatbereth her food in never omit the op- 
the harvefi. P™ 11 ! they 

provifion againft the Winter; but toil perpetually in gathe¬ 
ring, and carrying food into the cells, they have digged for 
It in the Earth; where they lay it up and fecureit with ad¬ 
mirable art; that it may neither be injured by the weather, 
nor ftolen from them by other Creatures. 

9. How long wilt thou fleep, O 9 * O the ftranee 
Jluggard? when wilt thou arije out idlenefs of Mankind: 

of thy fleep ? * ho have W M °- 

J J J * mtours and Gover¬ 

nors, that call upon them again atid again, and ftir them 
up In vain to labour. What wretchlelnefs is this, which 
makes thee, O flugeard, indulge thy felf in lazinefi and 
floth? as if thou waft made for nothing eUe, but to fleep 
and take thine ea(e? 

10. Yet a little fleep, a little % 10. Rolling thy felf 
Ilumber , a little folding of the thy Bed, and ridi- 

hands -to deep. culoufly defining thy 

J 1 pains may be (pared, 

and thou mayeft be fuflered (till, without any difturbance, 
to enjoy a little more fleep; when thou haft ioytered too 
long, and put off the care of thy aflairs from time to time, 
till thou haft none left to do it in: 

1 t. So (hall thy poverty come a* 11. But poverty 
one that travdletb, and thy want comes apace upon 

as an armed man. ^ee, an d before thou 

art aware leaves thee 
as naked,as if thou waft fti ipt by a Highway-man: nay, ex¬ 
treme want feizes on rh.ee unavoidably, like an armed 
Man, which thou can ft find no means to refill. See 
Arg. \J'l 


i». H A 
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12. A naughty perfon , a 12. IT By which 
wicked man walketh with a fro- means thou mayft be 

ward mouth. “ m P ted a t0 , 

the wont 01 rfien, a 

perfeft: fhark, void of all faith and honefty : whole mouth 

never fpeaks a word of truth ; but makes it his bufinds by 

lyes, or flatteries, or danders, or perjuries, to maintain 

himlelf in his idle courfes. 


13. He winketh with his eyes fie 13. His very Eyes 

fpeaketh with his feet 9 he teacheth are Inftruments of 
with his fingers. deceit, or mifchief; 

for he makes iigns 
with them to his Companions, when they are to play their 
pranks: or if that be too broad, he fecretly treads upon 
their Toes; or fignifies his mind by the motion of his Fin¬ 
gers ; for every part ot him is imployed to make his wick¬ 
ed meaning underftood. 


14. Frowardnefs is in his hearty 14. How fhouldit 
he devifeth mifchief continually , he be otherwife when 

fowetb difcord. his Heart is a Shop, 

J furnimed with no¬ 

thing but all manner of perverfe inclinations; which are 
perpetually at work to contrive fome mifchief or ocher: 
and (if they can doe nothing elle) by carting futpicions 
into mens minds one of another, to ftir up hatred, diflen- 
tion, ftrife, brawlings, Iaw-fuits, and all manner of dif¬ 
cord ; which is the deltruftion of Families and Kingdoms- 


15. Therefore (hall his calamity 15. And fliall prove 

come fuddenly\ fuddenly Jhall he be his own utter ruin : 

broken without remedy. which, for this very 

caule, lhall tooner 

than he thinks of in a terrible manner come upon him . 
when he fanfies he hath carried his matters fo cunningly, 
that no body difcerns his villainy, he fliall on a fuddain be 
lookt upon as the pert of Mankind; and, likea Veflel bro¬ 
ken into little bits, be incurably undone. 

16. % Thefe fix things doth the 16. II For, among 

I.ORD hate ; yea 7 [even are an offences ot this kind, 

abomination unto him .* nothing is more odi¬ 

ous to the Lord (who 
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is the difpenfer of rewards andpunifhments) nothing more 
oppofite to the Divine Nature, and which He more fe. 
verely punifhes, than thejfe fix or Jeven things; which 
are commonly found in loofe Companions, fuch as I have 
now defcribed. 


17. A proud looked lying 17. Fir ft y pride 

tongue, and bands that fljed innocent and haughtinefs of 
blond. Spirit i which fwel- 

ling a man with a 
vain opinion ofhimfelf, makes him contemn all others, 
and overlook them as below his notice* Secondly , falfhood, 
or treachery; which flick not at any lyes, or flatteries, or ca¬ 
lumnies. And thirdly , a violent, cruel diipofition; w hich 
makes a man rather embrue his hands in the bloud even of 
an innocent perfcn, than not have him removed, who 
ftands in the way of his defigns. 

18. An heart that devifeth wick - 18. To which add 

at be fmft the fountain of all 

thefe, and of thofe 
that follow, a mind 
how by fraud or force (though ne¬ 
ver fo injurious to others) to fatisfie fome defire ofpleafure, 
covetoufnefi, or revenge: which produces Three other abo¬ 
minable Vices. Firfty fbrwardnefs to execute fuch mis¬ 
chievous intentions and defires cheerfully, without any 
check or delay. 


ed imaginations , feet tl 
in running to mifchiefs 

that ftudies nothing but 


19. A falfewitnefs that fpeak- 19* Secondly , An 

etblyesy and him that foiveth dif- Atheiftical impu- 

cord among brethren . dence ’ which makes 

a man in open court 

(when lie is upon his oath) teflifie any falfhood againft his 
Neighbour,; and laftly y fuch malicious envy, as loves to 
make the cleared Friends fell out v and takes pleafure to 
fee thole at variance, who ought to be moft clofely united 
: n brotherly afleftion. 

10. f My fon y keep thy father s 20. U And here, 
commandment , and for fake not the My Son, I muft re- 
law of thy mother member thee of what? 

I faid in the begin¬ 
ning ( I. 8 .) about a reverend regard unto thy Pa- 

E rents'; 
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rents; efpecially when they warn thee againft fuch wicked- 
nefTes as thefe: do not make light of their admonitions j 
but obferve the Precepts of thy Father, and let thy Mo¬ 
ther s commands be a law to thee. See I. 8. 

21. Bind them continually upon 21. Fix them in 

thine heart, and tie them about thy njjnd; an d link 
#/w mU thy affections fo fait 

" J > mk - to them, that they 

maynotonely be continually before thine eyesj butfeem 
the great^ft ornament to all thy words and afrions, when 
they are ordered by their directions. 


22. Thou wilt find 
the benefit, ot giving 
early entertainment 
to fuch good coun- 
fel from thy Parents, 


ll. When thou go?ft, it (hall lead 
thee ; when thou (leepeft, it fhatt 
keep thee ; and when thou airakeft, 
it Jball talk with thee. 

in every pafiage of thy whole life: for when thou goeft a- 
bout any bufinefs, it will guide thee to do it honeftly and 
liiccdsfiilly ; when thou lieft down to fleep, it will make 
thee reft (ecure of the guardianfhip of the Divine Provi¬ 
dence over thee; and, when thou awakeft in the morning, 
fugged to thy thoughts how thou oughteft to behave thy 
lclfat home and abroad. 

1;. For the commandment is a 
lamp ; and the law is light ; and 
reproofs of inf ruction are the way 
of life : 

particular Commandment of God (which they teach thee) 
is like a Candle ; and the whole Law is like the light of the 
Sun; to flievv thee thy way, and to exhilarate thy Spirits, 
while thou walked in it: nay, the levered reproofs, which 
correct rhy errotns and reduce thee to obedience, are the 
way to the greatell: happine.’s. 

14. To keep thee from the evil 
woman , from the flattery of the 
tongue of a ft range xro.nau. 


23. In the darkeft 
times and the mod 
dubious cafes, it will 
both direct and com¬ 
fort thee: for every 


24. As thofe in- 
ftrnCtions and re¬ 
proofs, for inftance, 
ought to be account¬ 


ed, which prelerve thee from being deluded by the flattering 
jrieeches, and inticemcnrs of a leud Woman; from whom 

thou 
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thou oyghteft perfectly to eftrange thy felf, as from a fink 
ofall wickednds. 

2^. LfUjl not after her beauty 25. Let me advife 
in thine heart ; wither let her take thee a S»in (though 

thee with frer eye-lids. it Jw ° nC 

; y II.16.V. 3, 4, &c.) 

not to gaze upon her beauty, or upon her fine attire; but 

fupprefs the Very firft defire, which a glance ot her may have 

jpndled in thy heart: do not confent to purfue it in the 

.much jels fuffer thy felf to be caught in the nets of 

her wapton Eyes, jand thereby drawn into her dangerous 

embraces. ^Argument [c]. 

26. For by means of a whorijh 
woman , a man is brought to apiece 
of bread: and the adulterefs will 
hunt for the precious life . 

Iet t Jiinj go, till fhe have reduced him to the extremeft beg¬ 
gary and if fhe be another Man’s Wife, a train is laid for 
that flvhich is more precious by far than all the treaiures he 
hath /pent, viz* his deareftlife; which he foolifiil/lofes 
for the flhort pleafur® of a finfull Luft. 

27. Can a man take fire in his 27. He may think 
lofom , and his cloathes not be perhaps to enjoy his 

burnt > P leal “ re Private- 

, ly, that none fpall 
know it but diat’s as unlikely, as tnat a man fhould take 
firefecretly intohisBofom, and fb conceal it that it fhall 
not break out and burn' his Clothes. 


26 . Forfuchisthe 
cunning of a Harlot, 
that having got a fil¬ 
ly Youth inro her 
toils, fhe will hardly 


28. Can one go upon hot coals , 28. Who ever heard 

and his feet not be burnt ? that fire will doe no 

hurt, becaufe it is 
clofely lodged ? or that any body ever walked barefoot up¬ 
on red hot Coils, and his feet escaped from being burnt ? 

•29. So he that goetb in to bis 29. Even fo is it 
neighbours wife : whofoever touch - fottifh folly to ima- 

cth her , fijall not be innocent . ginerhata man fhall 

tuner nothing, who 
lies with his Neighbour's Wife: let him be who he Will that 
commits that crime, he fhall not efcape unpunifhed. 

E » $0. Men 
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30. Men do not defpife a Tbief t 30. For he is not a 
if be (teal to fatisfie bit foul when common Thief, who 
be is hungry: • onelv ftealsa man’s 

^ ^ goods, and that per¬ 

haps out of extreme neceflity, merely to fatisfie his hun¬ 
gry Appetite, which he knows not otherways how to filh 
luch an one we are apt to pity, and do not expofe him to 
fhame, by whipping him, and laying ftripes upon his back \ 

11 r if be be found, befhall But when he 

reft ore feven-fold , be (hall give all B ‘ oun ^ 

,Lr4'n,„»i, Jr, JfsS 

(LXXIX. Pfal. 12.) as the Law requires (XXII. Exod . i, 
See.) though that perhaps may be no lets than all that he 
is worth. See Argument [<?]. 

li. But wbofo cornmittetbadul- ButtheAdul- 

tery with a woman, lacketb under - J e . rer a ,^ an °f 
(landing: he that doeih it, de- his Wife, without a- 

ftreycth hts own foul. there bcingother aid 

lioneft ways to fatisfie his defires: and therefore hath no ex¬ 
cult:,but mult be iooiitupon as a ftupid Fool void of common 
imderftanding; and when he is found out be punifhed not 
merely in hiseflate,but with the lots of his life. XX. Lev a o. 

3.3 . A wound and diftonour (hall 33. And befides 
he get and bis reprdach Jhall not be the quarrels and other 
wiped axvay. troubles wherein this 

fin may engage him, 
his Reputation fhall receive a deadly wound; and it will 
make him infamous, as lone as he lives and when he is 
dead': fef whr-e his Name hits it lhall not be mentioned 
without reproach ; but have a brand of difgrace let upon 
it, which iliall never be blotted our. 


34. For jealoitfie is the rage of 34. Fornoreftitu- 
a man : therefore be mil not jpare tt 01 } can be made, or 
in the day of vengeance. Satisfaction given-in 

, this cafe, as there 

maybe in the other; no Prayers neither, or Submiflions 
fhall prevail with the injured Husband: whole jultly pro- 
vokea indignation riles up to a lurious rage; which will 

nor 
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not pity or fpare the Adulterer (though the publick Juftice 
Hiould beafleepj when he finds an opportunity to be re¬ 
venged. See Arg. [b]. 

If, He will not regard any ran* 35 « Though he 
font ; neither will be reft content, ^ay be willing to ex- 

tlmgb tboH giveft mny gifts. P any 

rate, it will not be accepted; the Iargeft gifts will be refufed; 
and though greater and greater be (till ottered, they will not 
appeafehis wrath: which purfuesthe Adulterer implacably, 
ana never refts contented, but in fils utter ruin. 


CHAP. VII. 
ARGUMENT. 

Cbaftity it a vertue of that confequence, and Impurity fitch 
a pernicious bane of Youth*, that the Wife Man thought 
he could not too oft make mention of the danger of the 
one, po move Men carefully to preferve the other . And 
therefore it not contented with what he bad already 
faid about this matter , in the latter end of the fecond 
Chapter , and in the whole fifth Chapter, and nowin 
the latter part of the fixth; but again repeats it with 
renewed importunities ; defiring to be heard attentive¬ 
ly, efpecially in the cautions he gives againft Adultery; 
the avoiding of which he represents a& a high point °f 
Wifdom, v. 1, t, 1,4. 

And the better to fecure thofe that defire to be happy from 
this fnare , he reprefents, together with the fellinefs of 
young Men, the cunning and crafty devices of an impu¬ 
dent Adult erefs. Which [s admirably fet forth from v.6. 
^v. 11. Where he begins to fhew the ejf'efts of her court- 
Jbip, and its lamentable conclusion . And thereupon v. 24. 
renews his intreaties to beware of fitch Women ; who 
fyave undone many and great perfons ; and to flop a( the 
V cr J fi r ft motion or inclination tovoards her . 

E 3 The 
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The fum of all is, that it is a fingular benefit a man hath 
by true Wifdom, to he preferved from fitch fins and 
fitch miferies: And therefore we (hould ft tidy W ifdonr; 
which alone can fecure rs from beitig deceived by finch 
flatteries, a* bewitch filly and incautious Souls to the it 
ruin. And herein the vigilaride of Magiftrates is re¬ 
quired to watch and obfierve . as Solomon did v. 6,7.) 
the manners of their Subjects ; that they may the better 
obviate and correct their vices: but efpedaily every 
ma as diligent confideratiorf is nete[fary,offucb things 
as Solomon,here Jets before him to divert him from fuefi 
wicked courfes. Particularly the character of thefe 
leud women-is to be ftudied; who are then moft abo¬ 
minable y when they put on the mask of piety and devo¬ 
tion. As this ftrutnpet doth (v. 14.) in her fpeech 
which [he makes to the young Man. Where there are 
two things in my Faraphrafe , of which / owe fiome ac¬ 
count to the Reader . 

£a ] The one is in the beginning of it, v. 14. Where J have 
taken Schelamiri pedte-oferings, of which there were 
three fort's yII. Lev! 11, it, 16 .) for the lafi of them, 
offerings of thankfglvihg for bleffings already obtain¬ 
ed ; not of prayer for the impetration of bleffings from 
God (as Grotiu sand others underftand the word) not 
yet received. My reafen is, becaufe /he was fo felicitous 
to have company at her feaft upon this Sacrifice, that ve¬ 
ry day. Every body knows that filch Sacrifices were to 
be of the be ft, either of Bullocks, or Sheep, or Goats 
(III. Lev. i, 6 , 12 .' and that the great eft part of them 
fell to the ft are of the per fen who offered them, that he 
might feaft with God: that is, all except the fat upon 
t hr kidneys, and rump of the Sheep, and the breoft and 
right jJ:oi<hler , which was fujjicient to make a liberal 
entertainment for bis Friends. But this is not fo com¬ 
monly olferved, that though they might keep this ftefb 
two days, before it was all /pent, becaufe there Was 
filch plenty of it } yet that is to be mderftotsd onely of 

the 
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the two firfl forts of Peace-offerings, for obtaining 
bleffmgs ; not of the euchariftical, or Thank-Offerings : 
which as Philo obferves , rrtrf zrry 

fame day they were offered ; that they who had readily 
received favours from God, might as readily, and 
without delay, commupicate to others. ■ Which is 
the account Abarbinel alfo gives of this matter: and it 
is obfervable, that all forts of bread were to be joined 
with this Sacrifice , that every thing might be ready 
for the Fead . 

[b] The other thing is at the latter end of her ffetch, v.lo. 
where by the word Haccefe I underfland the Full 
Moon, as the Vulgar Latin doth. With which Tranfla* 
tion Interpreters find fault, becaufe it looks like a con¬ 
tradiction, they fay, to call that day by a name , which 
fignifies the Moon to be covered: and therefore they 
tranfiate it rather the New Moon, as we do in the 
margin of our Bibles. But they that can confult Lud. 
deDieu upon LXXXI Pfal. 3. will find good reafon 
to take it quite othenvife ; for the Full Moon ; which 
giving light then all the nighty made it a fit time for a 
journey, either in Winter (as by the darknefs of the 
night, v. 9. I fuppofe it might now be) when the days 
are fhort ; or in Summer when the heat made them unfit 
for travel. 

The Proverbial Sayings in this Chapter, feme make three, 
others four: all contained in two verfes 22, and 2j. 
With which 1 fhall not trouble the Reader ; became I 
have made them plain enough in the Paraphrafe ; and 
intend not to fill this Book with like [dyings cut of 
other Authors. 

Cc] I fhould onely add that Rabbim in the daft verfe 
but one, figmfying great men as well as many, / 
have exprtjfed both : and Solomon himfelf as well as 
Sampfon became an example of the mighty men there 
mentioned who were undone by L ud If men. 


t 4 
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A Paraphrafe on Chap. VII. 

r- 

I. TiyTT’ fon y keep my words y i.TPHere !$. great 
1V1 and lay up my command « **“' reafon then , 

ments with thee * My S° n i (H- Prw t *•) 

to repeat the caution 
I have often given thee, againft this and other vices: and to 
beleech thee, to obferve my Inftru&ions, and to lay up my 
Commandments in fuch faithfull remembrance; that they 
may not fail to produce the fruit of obedience. 

2 . Keep my commandments , and 2. For if thou wiF 

live: and my law as the apple of be ru kd by them, af- 
thine eye. rurethy felffaslhave 

fatd before IV. 4.J 
thou (halt enjoy long happinefs: therefore obferve them 
carefully with a tender atfe&ion to them; and, looking 
upon them as thy fafeft guide and direftour, confent as 
foon to wound the apple of thine Eye, as in the leaft to 
violate any of my Laws. 

3. Bind them upon thy fingers y 3 * D° not merely 

write them upon the table of thine rea ^ e what I write, 
' . imagining thou canit 

have continual re- 
courfe to them here in this Book; but be fo well acquain¬ 
ted with them, as to have them (as we fpenk ) at thy 
fingers ends: or rather, let them be tranfcribed from hence 
into thy very heart. 

4. Say unto fVifdom 9 Thou art 4. There embrace 

my fifter ; and call under ftanding w j r h ardent 

thy Kinfmman : *«*» a " d fet fu< * an 

J high efteem on Wi(- 

dom, that thou mayft invite it more and more unto thee: 

till it be as familiar with thee as an onely Sifter, born at the 

fame time with thee; and thou underftand and delight in all 

her Precepts, as fo near a kin to thee, chat thou find them 

to be the very reafon and fenfe of thy own mind. 


5. That they may keep thee 
from the ft range woman , from the 
ft ranger which flatter eth with her 
words. 


Which will be 
a powerfull prefera- 
tive to thee from the 
fnares of the naugh¬ 
ty Woman: wno, 
thoueh 

4_s 
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though her company be Co pernitious that God would have 
thee perfeftly etfranged from her, as if flie were not of the 
Commonwealth of Jfracl, yet hath powerful! charms a- 
bout her ? to flatter thofe into her embraces, who are not 
heartily in !oye with Wifdom. 

6 . % For at the window of my 6. IT Of which a 

houfe I looked through my cajement , memorable inftance 

comes now into my 
mind j for Jpoking one day from my Chamber, through 
the lattices of the Window of my Palace ; 


7. And beheld among the ftmple 7 - I obferved, a- 
om> Idifctrned among the youths, mong the undifcipli- 

* young man void of under(landing, ^ swings oHhe 

City, one that was as childifh and void of confederation, as 
he was youthfull and eager in his defires: 

8. Faffing through tie ftreet 8. Who, as if he 
near her corner , and ho went the ^ a m * n ^. j° ke 

-*"•*'** &VS& 

till he came to a Corner, where naughty Women ufe to 
haunt: walking in as (lately a manner, as he could deviie, 
dire&ly towards one of their Houles. 

* 1 

9. In the twilight , in the even - 9. Tt was in the 

ing. in the black and dark night: twilight, while he 

might fee his way and 
yet hope to be concealed: in the clofe ot the day 5 which 
was followed by a night as dark as pitch, and lit for fuch 
works of darknefs. 

10. And behold, there met him ro. There, on a 

a woman with the attire of an bar- fuddain, I was fur- 

lot, and fulfil of heart. P? 6 * f with 

ot a Woman ltarring 

forth; who did not ftay till he came up to her, hut went 
to meet him in a gaudy lafcivious drefs,apt to allure a weak 
young Man: who thought prefently fhe was in love with 
him ; when her heart, as full of liibtilty as his wa$of fol¬ 
ly, is referved onely to her (elf* ' 


n. (She 
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ri. (She is loud and (lubbofn , n*This ishercha- 

her feet abide not in her houfe . rafter: She is fall of 

. ( talk, and ol bold un¬ 

lee mly courtfliip; unrqly and not co be controuled or broke 
ot her will; idlealfband always gadding abroad, as it fhe 
had no bufinels (but wirh her foolifli Lovers) at home. 


11. Now is the without , now in 12- Sometimes flic 
theftreetSy and heth in wait at e- fonds before her 

very corner) d °° r ; “ d > " thac 

y will not do, lhe goes 

further into the ftreets and places ofgreateftconcourfe: and, 

more efpecially, waits at every comer (where the may look 

into two ltreersat once) to infnare luchas are apt, like filly 

birds, to be taken by her. 


ij. So (Ije caught him and kif- 13* At one of thole 

fed hirn 7 and with an impudent face corners (as I laid) (he 

faid unto him , me . t th,s y° un B fo ° ; 

and, contrary to all 

the rules of modefty, caught him hard about the neck and 

kiffed him: and alter thele amorous caredes put on ftili a 

bolder face, and, without any bluflung made this following 

Ipeech to him; 


peace-offerings with 14. I am a happy 
have I pa)ed my Woman, in many 

bleffings that God 
hath beftowed upon 
me, for which I have give Him folemn thanks this very day: 
and, as Religion and Curtom binds me, I have provided as 
good a Feaft as thole Sacrifices would afford, which I for¬ 
merly vowed and now have paid; having no want of any 
thing, but of tome good company at home to rejoy ce with 
me. See Arg. [ a ] 

15. Therefore came 1 forth to 15. Which made 
meet thee, diligently to feek thy me go abroad to try 

iace y and 1 have found thee . ^I could meet with 

thee (who art the ve¬ 
ry perfon whom I came to leek) that I might invite and 
earn eft Iy befeech thee to be fo kind as to bear me company: 
And, to my great joy, rhisis added roall my other happi- 
nefs, that I have found thee fpeedily and moft opportunely. 

16, i 


14. I have 
me ; this day 
vows . 
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16 . I have decks my bed with co- 16. There ftiall no 
verings of tapeftry, with carved other pleafures be 
iVbrks, with fitie linen of Bgjipr. 

from thc’Table we will remove to my Bed: which 1 have 
richly adorned with every thing that may pleafe the eye; 
and made it as loft alfo as heart ,can wifh« 

•17.2 have perfumed my bed with 17. Where thou 

myrrh. aloes , and cinnamon. flialc be entertained 

likevvile with the 
fwfeereft perfumes, that ours or the neighbouring countries 
could flirnifK me Wlthall; fuch as Myrrh, Aloes, and Cin¬ 
namon: wherewith I have fprinkled my Bed, to render it 
more gratefull to all thy fenies. 


18. Come, let hs take our fill of i8.Why do we waft 

love tint ill the morning, let us Jq~ our time then here in 

lace our [elves with loves. . tae * . t ? Come a- 

J long with me, and 

let us go thither and there fatisfy our defires to the full 

with love: we will folace our felves with the Iweeteft plea v - 

fures \ which fhall not end till the morning light. 


19. For the good-man is Hot at 19. for there is no 

home, be is gone a long journey ; fear they fhonld be 

interrupted or di- 
ftiirbed; the Kiari (vyhom they call my Husband) being 
from home, and not likely to return in haft: For he is 
gone to a place a great way off 


xo. He hath taken a bog of mo- 20. Where he hath 

ttey with him , and will come bottle much bufinels to di¬ 
rt the day appointed. Ipatch ; which will 

11 detain him 10 long, 

that I am lute it will be full nooti (and now the new doth 


fcarce yet appear, v. 9.J before he can be at home again. 
^' Ar g.[>J 


21. With much fair fpeech foe 21. In the repre- 

caitjed him toyield , with the flatte - fen ting of thefe, and 

ring of her lips (be forced him . ™ n y oxh ™ Me Spe¬ 

cious pretences ( of 

great afieftion to him, of all fortsofpkafure , of (ccrecy, 

and 
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and fafety in their enjoyments) fhe Ihewed her felf fuch a 
miftrefs of her art, that fhe bowed the heart of 
young Man to become her difoiple: and, having wrought 
upon his inclinations, fhe purfued her advantage with 
fo much cunning ; that fhe rather compelled than at- 
trafted him, by her charming voice, and her foft alluring 
language. 


22. He goetb after her ftraigbt- 22. For he made 
tp ay } as an ox goetb to the flaugb- not the lead objefti- 
tes\ or as a fool to the corretlionof on > hut away he 

ft 0 * and followed her like 

a great Calf (as we fpeak in our language) or a ftupid 
Ox; that fanfies he is led to the pafture, when he is go¬ 
ing to be killed; or like a fool, who takes it for an orna¬ 
ment, when the (locks are brought for his correftion, to 
be clapt upon his legs. 


2 3. Till a dart ’fir ike through 23. Juft fo he ha- 
his liver , as a bird hafietb to the (tily threw hitnfelf 

fnare> and knoweth not that it is j 1 ^ embraces, 

l). and dreamt of no- 

for bis life. thing but pIeafure . 

till, like a rafh Souldier that falls unexpectedly into an 
amhufh, he received a mortal wound by that, which he 
fanfied would be his higheft fatisfaftion ; or like a filly 
bird that greedy of the food which is laid to intice it, ne¬ 
ver minds the fnare that is laid together with it: So he 
eagerly longing to taft of her Feaft and the following de¬ 
lights, had not fo much as a thought, that this was a de- 
fign upon his life; and would not end, but in miieries in¬ 
finitely greater than all his joys. 


24. Hearken unto me now 24. If This is a 

therefore , O ye children , and at - * rue repre(entat(on, 

tend to the words of my mouth . *PX_ ^ ear ¥ children, 

(whom I love un- 

feignedly, not deceitfully like thole Harlots ) of the folly 
and danger of thefe lewd courles, in which youth is prone 
to be engaged; and therefore do not look upon it as an 
idle (peculation S'but give diligent heed unto it, and be 
ruled by my Advice, 


a5. Let 
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25 ’. Let not thine heart decline 25. Let not oneof 
ii> her ways* go not oftray in her yo*f° muchas enter- 
Baths tain a thought of go- 

' ing to fuch a woman j 

much left of confenting to her enticements: or if any of 
you have been fo unhappy as to be engaged in her compa¬ 
ny, let him think it is too much that he hath adventured 
10 turn afide out of the right way, and not wander till lie 
I *rh utterly loft himfelfin thofe ft range paths g and cannot 
hud his way back again. 

26. For fie hath cajl down many 26. Do not pre- 
wounded: yea , many ftrong men fume of being fafe in 

have been (lain by her, * uc ^? , cour f es > ^ ot 

J making a good re¬ 

treat at laft: For many have been the examples ofno meaq 
pvfons, who have fain in their reputation, their eftates, 
their healths, their comforts of life, and in truth have ut¬ 
terly perilhed by her: innumerable are the mighty men, 
both for valour and for wifdom, whom Ihe hath brought 
to ruin. See Arg. [c] 


27. Her Imfe istbe way to bell, 27. In fliort, to 

going down tothexbambers of death, follow her unto her 

( . houfe, as this young 

man did, is thedirecl way to hell: every ftep that is taken 
to her Bed (unto which fhe inVited him to afeend) is in 
truth a going down tothedifmall chambers of death, and 
to the moft horrid miferies. 


CHAR VIII. 

ARGUMENT; 

The folly and danger of yielding to thofe brutifh fufts and 
affections whereby fo many are mifi led, havinglbeen plain¬ 
ly difeovered and lively deferibed in the foregoing Chap¬ 
ter \ the Wife man proceeds in his defigs, by appealing 
to all that read tbefe things , whether they be not fnffici - 
:ith cannoned againfi thofe courfes which min them ; 
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end abundant care be not taken to make them really 
wife and happy. . For he knew none could anfwer thofe 
-queftions. negatively y which he asks in the beginning of 
the Chapter , (v. i, 2, &c.l but all muft confefs they 
have been inf ormtd In the dofirine of Wifdom. Whom 
ie reprefents as prefent every-where^/wd cornmevdijig 
ip felf to all forts of perfpns with, d facer e ajfe ftion 
(v. 6, &cj /m infinitely < better >than, all the treafures 
which they greedily feek f v. 10J and to be deftred and 
.valued upon fo many accounts, that ft it not eafie to 
number them. Fartiqularly, for that Frudence and 

zhst Authority, which it gives to thofe who are endu¬ 
ed with it v. it, i^, ij, &C.J and more than this 
-becauft' it makes them,'approach * near unto God , the 
' fountain of Wifdom and Goodnefs, and the original pat¬ 
tern of them , v. 11,22, &c. 

This is expreffed in fitch magnificent language , that though 
Solomon I fuppofe thought of nothing, but the wife di¬ 
re ft ions God had given them in bis word, revealed to 
them by his Servant Mofes and the Prophets ; yet the 
ancient Chrifiians thought his words might better be 
applied to the Wifdom revealed, unto,us in tbe Gofpel 
by the Son of God ; nay, tarfhf Sflif of God bimfelf the 
Eternal Word , and Wifdom of the Father. 

£a] Whom the Arians, by a falfe interpretation of a 
pajfage in this Chapter v. 22, indeavoured to prove a 
Creature : but according tv the Hebrew verity, if this 
Text belong to that matter, appears to have been, as 
S. John /peaks, with the Father in the beginning, 
being his onely begotten before all worlds. And fo the 
word rop which we tranflate pofiefs fometimes figni- 
fies in Scripture; and as it is thus rendred by the LXX. 
in the XIII. Zach. fj ought it to be tranflated in 
IF* Gen. 1. (not I have gotten or poifelled but) I 
have brought forth a man from the Lord: as Bo- 
char tus difeourfes in hi S' Phaleg,/>. 784. 


Eh r 
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Hut 1 faid, if it belong to that matter, becaufe tie Fa~ 
thers tbemfelves are not refolved , whether thefe words , 
v. ii. may not rather be applied to our blejfcd Saviour 9 
according to his humane Nature . For fo the great A- 
thanafius himfelf fometimes expounds them (though at 
other times he goes the other way) allowing the Arian 
fenfe of if*7717*, he created me ; this is not to be under - 
flood, faith he [inhis Expofitio Fidei, p. 1.) 

of the Divinity of Cbrifl ; u but v/mt eir 7iv 'In- 
“ wyly&*leu, is written ofjefus bodily, as he was 
“ born of the Virgin Maty.Ftfr of this KveiWr ap&famc 
44 ( as he fpeaks ) whom he fent for our Salvation , 
“ it may be faid truly that he was the beginning of 
41 Gods ways : we have accefsby him to God the Fa - 
“ tber, as he himfelf faith, I am the way, which 
44 leads to the Father . And afterward in bis Epiftle 
about the Decrees of the Nicene Council, p. 262. he 
he gloffes upon thefe words in this manner ; “ the per fan 
w who here fpeaks is indeed our Saviour , who is to be 
44 conceived to fay this when He took a body , the Lord 
41 created me in the beginning of his ways. For as 
“ with refpcit to bis being the Son of God , it is mofl 
41 agreeable to fay , He was always, and in the bolom 
41 of the Father : So, being made a man , this faying 
u was Viry becoming , the Lord created me. And, 
to name no more places , he interprets it thus fever a l 
times in his third Oration ogainft the Arians, p. 415, 
417, &c. where he hath thefe words , It is as if he 
hadI faid, My Father made inca body, and created 
me to be among men for their Salvation. 

Sue this not being the fence of the words which Solomon 
firfl intended , I fhall not build my Paraphrafe upon it ; 
but take wijdom here , as it fignifies in other places of 
this Rook and hath been hitherto deferibed. llhom Solo- 
neon now celebrates for her mofl venerable Antiquity, 
as Ariftobulus obferves to Ptolomy in Eutebius his 
Fnrpar. Evang. F. XU I. p 6^.\and introduces like a 

mofl 



I 

A Paraphrdfe on Chap. VJII. 

tnofi beautiful1 per [on, no lefs than a J§ueen ; or rather 
fome Divine Being (infinitely to be preferred before 
that bafe Strumpet fpoken of in the foregoing Chapter .) 
Who having finifhed her own praifes y which , the truth 
is, better agree to that heavenly Dottrine afterwards 
delivered by our Lord Jefus Chrift (who was the Wif 
dom of the Father t both as the Eternal a o r o 2 fub- 
, fif ing with him before all worlds , and a* He was a- 
nointed by the HolyGhoft to declare to us all the counfel 
of God) concludes with an earneft invitation unto all to 
become acquainted with her inftruttions ; if they meant 
to be happy and would avoid the great eft miferies 9 \. yi, 
&c. 

7 here are fo many notable leffons to be learnt out of this 
Chapter, that it would make this Preface too long, if 
1 Jhould mention them all . I fall therefore name onely 
one Dcxftrinal point, that i f this Chapter be at all 
to be underftood 0} the Divinity of the Son of God (which 
the Arians believed)then both his Eternity is moft plain¬ 
ly here after ted ,and alfo his diftinci Subfiilence and per¬ 
sonality , as we/peak, v. 22, 30. And thefe two Pra¬ 
ctical. Firft, that it is a vain pretence we make to 
Wifdom, if the fear of God and true Vertue be 
wanting, v. 13, 20. ^Secondly, the whole Chap¬ 
ter fuppofes, what the laft verfe more particularly ex ~ 
preffes , that every mans death and deftruftion 
is from himfclf ; who wrongs his own Soul ; and that 
again ft the deftre and earneft frequent importunities of 
the Wifdom of God : unto which he will not hearken ; 
but perverfly rejeBs the feafonable reproofs and the whol- 
fome advices , which, on many occaftons, he meets with - 
all to prevent his ruin. 

They that follow the vulgar Latin fattftc they find dPro¬ 
verbial faying, v. n. where that which we tranflate a 
fro ward mouth 3 they tr inflate a mouth with two 
tongues; But I have followed the Hebrew, which 
[peaks of a worfefrt tf/perverft language thanthatphrafe 
alone fignifies. i. Doth 
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i.T~*\Otb not wifdom cry ? and i.PAN you then 
I J under (landing put forth . hereafter pre¬ 
fer voice ? * end 1 S noianc ^» 

fay you never had a- 

ny caution given you againft thefe {hares ? Or rather, have 
I not the greated reafbn to chide you for your dupidity in 
hearkning unto thole {ecret allurements to the deeds of 
darknefs, when their fhamefulnefi is lb apparent ? and you 
have hadfo many open and loud admonitions given you to 
be wifer ? and fuch ferious and earned endeavours have been 
ufed, by repeated indruftions and reproofs to reclaim you 
from your folly ? 


2. She flandethin the top of high % 2. There is no pub- 

p/aces, by the way in the places of Cryer better 

the nnth* heard and underdood 

£ by all, when trom an 

high place he makes proclamation to the people, than the 
rules of Wifdom and Vertue are: which do not lie con¬ 
cealed, nor can be altered at our plealure; but prelent 
themfelves continually to mens thoughts wherelbever they 
go, being as plain as the high-way, and remaining unmove¬ 
able and fixed, notwithftanding all the attempts that have 
been made to fubvert them. 


3. She crieth at the gates , at 3. Let their bud; 

the entry of the city y at the coming ne ^ be what it will, 
in at the doors . whether in the Courts 

.of Judgment, or a- 
mongthofethattraffick in the City, or in their own private 
habitation, dill they know what their duty is: which their 
own Confcience, as well as God s Miniders, rings lb con¬ 
tinually in their ears; that they cannot avoid fuch informa¬ 
tions. 

4. Vntoyou , O men y 1 call , and , 4. Which they hea^ 

my voice is to the Cons of man . as plainly and dr 

dinftly, as if WiP 
dom it felf fhould call to them from above, laying; hearken> 
O men, of whatlbever rank and condition you be: whe¬ 
ther high or low, rich or poor; for my indru&ioos are com¬ 
mon to you all, 

5- 0 


F 
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5. Oye fimple ones, under ft and 5. Your fault is, 

wifdom ; and ye fools , be ye of an that you are inconfi- 
underftanding heart . derate and eafily 

cheated (VII. 21,22.) 
or, which is worfe, ftupidly bent to follow your fenfual ap¬ 
petite ; as if you had no better inclinations; But if you will 
attend, I will make you more circumlpeft and wary; and 
difpofe you to be led by prudent counsels. 

6. Hear, for I will fpeak of ex - 6 . Do not tum a- 

cellent things ; and the opening of wa Y your ears, but 

my Ups (hall be right things , Jj^en t0 m Y words ; 

for I will teach you 
things moft worthy of your notice and choice : which will 
condufl youfafely in all the paflages of your life; and lay 
before you fuch a plain, direfl and eafie path, that if you 
walk in it youfhallnot mifs of being happy. 


7. For my mouth (hall fpeak 7. For I will utter 
truth, and wickednefs is an abomi - nothing raflily, or 

nation to my lips. d£t 

and whatfoever may doe hurt, being Ifo deteftable to me, 
and fo far from my thoughts, that the correction of fuch 
wickednefs is the aim of my difcourfe: 


8. All the words ofmy mouth are 8. Every word of 

tn rigbteoufnefs , there is nothing which is exaftly con- 

front,ardor perverfe in them. formable to the rule 

J r of Righteoufnefs : 

there is nothing I in join or forbid merely to hamper and 
perplex you, or to abridge you of your juft liberty; much 
lefs to mifguide and pervert you, in the purfuit of what is 
good for you. 

9. They are all plain to him that 
under(landetb, and right to them 
that find knowledge. 

will all manifeftly appear equal and juft unto him that ufes 
his reafon; and approve themfelves, as I faid, exactly con¬ 
formable to the ftrifteft rules of Righteoufnels, unto well- 
difpoled minds; who will be at the pains to know the diffe¬ 
rence between right and wrong, or between that which is 
good and that which is evil for them. 10 Rc~ 


9. But, whatfoever 
they may feem to in- 
conhderate and pre¬ 
judiced minds, they 
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10. Receive my tnftruttion, and 10. They will not 
not ftlver ; and knowledge rather, think me unreafona- 
than choice gold. the ’ yery rebukes 

which I give them (though adminiflred by fomefharpaf- 
flifcbion, III. 14 .) and fet fucha high price upon them, as to 
advife every one to accept them rather thaiifilver, and to va¬ 
lue the knowledge of God, and ofthemfelves and of all 
things elfe ("which thefe correflions teach them) above the 
choiceft gold. 

1 i. For wifdom is better than 
rubies ; and all the things that may 
be defercdj are not to be.compared 
to it. 


11. For true Wif 
dom is fuch an itie- 
ftiniable Jewel, that 


the nioft precious 
Pearls are trafli to it: 
nor can our boundlefs fancies prelent any thing to our 
willies, that is worthy to come in competition with ir. 

12. I wifdom dwell with pru - 12. For what is 

dense 1 and find out knowledge of there comparable to a 

witty inventions. prudent Mind, which 

is not Grafty to de¬ 
ceive, but fo cautious as not to be deceived? And this I 
may boail is folely in my power tp endow men withall; 
who ever give the lafeft, nay infallible Advice, and direfit 
men to difcreeter Refolutions in the moft difficult cafes, 
than the fubtileft head in the world, that conlults not with 
me, can invent for his Clients. 

1 The fear of the LORD is 13- And ray Rules 

to hate evil j pride, and arrogancy , are as ^ ort as they 

and the evil way , and the f toward are fare: For I teach 

month do I bait. m , en . in * he * rft P lace 

religioully to wor- 

fhip and Hand in awe of the Divine Majelty: which is but 
a vain prerence, I further inftruft them, if it do not make 
them abominate all manner of evil, though but in defign : 
more particularly, I hate that vain opinion men have of tneir 
own abilities to compafs their defigns, which makes them for¬ 
get God, and defpife the wholefome advice of honeft men; 
as 1 likewife do the ufe of all unkwfull means, though the 
end be good ; efpecially, lying,calumny, detraftion, breach 
of faith, which every one mull renounce who will have my 
Fviendfhip, F 2 14. Cquk- 
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14. Comfel is mine , and found 14. Who am the 
wifdsm: I am understanding y 1 abkft Counfellour in 
have ftrength . all deliberations; and 

0 give men the moft 

certain, folid and never failing advice, tor the effecting their 
deffres, or being contented with difappointments; For I 
comprehend whatfoever is fit to be done or omitted in all 
undertakings; and infpire men alto with courage to perfift 
in good reiolutions, which are neither rafhly taken nor 
wrongfully purfued. 


15. By me Kings reign , and 15. Kings them- 

Trinees decree juft ice. klves fit not faft on 

their Thrones, tho’ 
placed there by God himfelf, unlefs they be ruled by me: 
the wifeft Senators cannot fupport themfelves and them, 
but by perfwading them to enact and execute juft and mer¬ 
ciful Laws, for the government of their people. 


16 . By me princes rule , and no - 16. In vain do their 

lies even aH the judges of the earth . E reat Captains, or o- 
? J J ther Mimfters endea¬ 

vour to defend them, but under the conduft and protecti¬ 
on of my vertuous di/cipline: Nobles and all the Judges of 
the land lofe their Authority, if they do not faithfully ob- 
ferve the Rules that I preferibe them. 


17. I love them that love me y ; ‘17. Which are no 
and thofe that feek me early fhall le&amjatde than they 
find sue. 

J there needing no 

more to come acquainted with me, but onel^to fove me : 
For they that love me are beloved of me; and as they will 
not fail to leek what they love, fo they (hall certainly find 
what they ftudioufly feek. 


18. Riches and honour we with 
me ; yea, durable riches and rigbte- 
oufnefs . 


18. And together 
with me, they fhall 
find fuch riches and 
honour, as fhall add 


to the greatnels and fplendour, and Liability of their King¬ 
doms and Dignities: for not merely riches and honour are 
in my donation, but durable poflelfions; which will laft the 
longer, becaule they are not gotten either by opprelfion, or 

by 
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by niggard ice: for I teach men both to do juft ly and to love 
mercy alio. (IV. Dan, 24.) 


{9 Myfruit is better than gold, 19* Whereby I 

yea. than fine gold : and my reve- bring them in greater 

ime than choice filver. Treafures than Gold, 

J though never to mal- 

f) , never fo refined ; a Revenue of higher value, than the 

pureftand choiceft Silver in the World. 


10. 1 lead in the way of righte- 
citfnefs , in the midft of the paths of 
judgment: 


20. For I fet their 
minds and hearts a- 
right ; and inrich 
them with excellent 


thoughts : which teach them how to ufethofe earthly goods, 
and govern themfelves with fuch exa&nels in all their pri¬ 
vate tranladlions or publick adminiftrations; as never to 
fwerve from the fteady rules of juftice and equity, 


21. That 1 may caufe thofe that 21. In order to 

love me , to inherit fubftance ; and their happy fettle- 

I will fill their treafures . ment in a ftate of e- 

temal peace and lub- 

ftantial latisfadfion ; which I conferron all thole that fin- 
cerely love me and adhere unto me: whole Souls I will fill 
as full, with abundance of ineftimable riches, astheirTrea- 
furies are with Silver, and Gold, and all other Qores. 


12, The LORD poffejfed me 22.FortheLORD 
in the beginning of his way y before himlelfhathnogreat- 
bit works of old. er riches than me, 

who lead men to a 
participation of Him and communion with Him (III. 19, 
ao,) with whom I was ever prelent (as well as always moft 
dear unto HimJ not onely when he began to create this 
World; but before he made any of his Works: when as 
yet there was Nothing but himfelf. 


23. lwas fet up from ever la- 23. My Sovereign- 

fling, from the beginnings or ever ty and Dominion is 
the earth was . from everlafting; and 

. , # hath no fuperiour to 

it: All Antiquity comes infinitely fhort of mine; who was 
before the harth it folf, the cpmmop mother of all man¬ 
kind. (I. Gen, 1.) 

F % 24. When 
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24. when there were no depths, 24. When as yet 

I was brought forth: when there there were no depths 

were no fountains abounding with (h^^O Iwascon- 
. ceived in the mind of 

xpaier ‘ God, long before the 

fourcesand fprings: whofe excellent waters, which are of 

greater value than any other, owe their rife unto me, the 

inexhaufted fountain of all things. 

2*. Before the maintains were 25. Who had a be- 
fettled ; before the hills xv:u I ing before the moun- 

brought forth : *"“» from whetlce 

* thole waters run, 

were fettled ; or there was fo much as a hillock to be feen 

in the earth. 


26. While oa yet he had not 26. For as yet the 
made the earth, nor the fields, nor Lord had not made 
the highefi part of the dufi of the ^ ^ ! 

wor ^ ’ much lets adomecfir, 

and put it into this form of lofty mountains and fpacious 
plains: no, there was not fo much as thefirft atorae of this 
globe whereon you tread. 


tj. When be prepared the bea- 27- Butvyhy do I 

vens, I was there : when he fet a fpeak of the earth a- 

tompafi upon the face of the depth: l°. nc • } vv . a . s P r ^ e . nt 
r r f J r when he dilpofed the 

heavens into this vvonderfull order, wherein we behold them, 

as well as when he moved upon that confufed Abyls which 

they inclofed, and faflxioned the earth into a regular fhape. 


lS. When he eftablifhed the 28. When he made 

clouds above : when he ftrengtben - the watry clouds al- 

ed the fountains of the deep : admirable 

1 Wudom, lo hrm in 

the air, that they fhall not fall down all together, but by 
drops upon the earth: and provided ftrong Cifterns for the 
waters pent up there; from whence they gufh out forcibly, 
and yet wear not away the paflages He hath opened for them. 

29. When he gave to the fea his 29. When he pre- 
iecree y that the waters Jhottld not bribed alfo to the Sea 

itslimitSjthatthewa- 

pafi 
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pafs his commandment : when he ters thereof (though 

d ,b, 

eJrt " ; pafs over the fhores 

wherein He hath confined them: and when he fettled the 
Earth fo ftedfaftly, like a building upon fure foundations, 
that it remains unmovable in the place he appointed for if. 

20. Then J was by him, as one 30. Then was I 
brought up with him: and I was withHim, nay, very 
daily his delight, rejoy ring always ti«r unto Him; cwi- 

before him : things ■ nor had He 

any higher pleafure than me, who day by day, during the 
Creation of the World, produced fome lovely work or other; 
in which He rejoyced, to fee how good and agreeable they 
were, I. Gen. 4,10,12,18,21, 25, 51. 

31. Bejoycing in the habitable 31. More particu¬ 
lar; of his earth , and my delights larly, Idifplayed my 
were with the fans of men. skl11 /he vaft van- 

wherewith I have beautified this Earth, wherein you dwell; 
which afford a moft delightful fpeftacle unto me, [and unro 
all wile oblervers: who may lee, that, above all the reft, my 
principal thoughts were fixed upon the children of men (I. 
Gen . 2 6.) in whom 1 delighted exceedingly (as the Lord doth 
in me, v. 30.) beholding them made in the image of God> 
and after his Likenels; capable to ^nverfe with me. 

51. Now therefore hearken unto 32* Who may 

me, O ye children: for blejfed are therefore juftly ex- 

they that keep my ways. P e ^ things 

conlidered) that you 

ftiould cheerfully embrace my repeated Counlels; and, as 
dutifull children, take the greateft pleafure in being obedi¬ 
ent to them: For blefled, you cannot but lee, bleffed, be¬ 
yond all expreffion, are they whoobferve (as all other crea¬ 
tures do) the Laws that I have prefcribed them. 

3}. Hear infir utt ion , and be 33. Hearken, Ibe- 
arife, and refufe it not . leech you, and yield 

to the voice ol your 
own reafon >and of God’s holy Word and Spirit: which cht :ks 
the irregular motions which you find at any time in you ‘aid 

F 4 be 
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be fo wife and confiderate, as not to flight and rejedt it. 

34. Bleffed is the man that hea- < 34. But rather in- 

reth me, watch'mgdailyatmygates, v i te fuch Inftru£li- 

waiting at the polls of my doors. ° 1 ns > them 

6 r . thankful entertain* 

ment, and going thither where you may meet with them: 
For happy, more happy than can beexprefled, is that man, 
who not onely hearkens obediently when he is told his duty, 
but makes it his bufinefs to be rightly informed; neglefting 
no opportunity, but conftantly and diligently attending 
there, where he may be taught how he ought to live ; molt 
earneflly defiring to become my difriple, and to be govern¬ 
ed by me. 

35. For whofo findeth me, find- 3 5* In which, 
eth life , and ff?aU obtain favour of whatfoever pains he 

the LORD. . he (hall not 

lole his labour: For as 
he fhall not fail to find whathefeeks, fo hefhall find with- 
all, that I will make his life a perpetual pleafure to him; 
for I have demonftrated that he muft needs be beloved of 
the Lord, to whom I am mod nearly ally'd, and from him 
he ihall obtain his heart s defire. 

36. But he that finneth againfi 
me , wrongethbisownfcul ; all they 
that hate me, love death. 


3 6 . From whence 
it is manifeft, that he 
who violates my laws, 
doth the greateft in¬ 


jury unto his own Soul- and whofbever they be that hate to be 
reproved for it,and can neither indure to be told of their faults, 
nor receive any good advice, they love to be miferable, and 
wilfully bring upon themfelvesutter defer uft ion. 


CHAP. IX. 
ARGUMENT. 

In this Chapter the wife man feems to me to illuftrate 
• more fully, what he had delivered in the conclufion of 
the foregoing (v. 31, 34, 35.) concerning the fat is - 
faction and bappinefs they might expetl to find , who 

would 
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would attend at the gates, and fitbmit themfelves to the 
govtrnment of that heavenly Wifdom ; which he had 
defer ibed to be acquainted with all the fecrets of the Al¬ 
mighty. And which he here again reprefents as a glo¬ 
rious JQueen, the daughter of heaven , adorned with ail 
perfections {and [a] therefore ufes a word of the pin - 
ral number ( v. i.) whereby to exprefs her excellencies ) 
living in a f lately Palace ; unto which jbe invites all mif- 
guided Souls , and prornifes them , if they will forfake 
their follies , the rnoft delicious entertainment . 

[b] Which is fet forth under the notion of a Feaft , where¬ 
by the holy Writers are wont to exprefs {as the apt eft 
refemblan^e of it that can be found 1 ) the high Jatis- 
faiiicn, joy and pleafure , which the principles of Wif¬ 
dom and Vertue fill our hearts withall ; when we have 
fuch a true relip) of them , that we embrace them 
and digeft them , and are enlivened by them to a pious 
life. 

7 his is the fubftance of the Tar able \ every part of which 
is not to be minutely fcannd: nor Psall I go about to fay 
what is particularly meant Qc] by the leven pillars of 
Wifdom's houfe (though taking her houfe for the World , 
the feven pillars may well be thought the feven planets) 
what by her meat, what by her drink, &c. but took 
upon them onely as a defeription ft the ability of Wif¬ 
dom to impart compleat fatisfadion unto thofe that en¬ 
tertain her precepts. Which were principally taught in 
the Schools of the Prophets; wbofc bufinefs it was to 
inftrud the people (as the Scribes did afterward) in 
the Law of God: and being difperfed in fever a l places 
of the Country , 1 have conjettured their Schools might 
be the Houfe heife fpoken of\ where Wifdom had her 
habitation . 1 cannot fay certainly how many of them 
there were, much lefs that there were juft feven prin¬ 
cipal Schools, which might be lookt Upon as the main 
fupporters of Religion and Vertue: but there v j ere 
more than one it is evident from the facred Hifiory } 

where 



74 d Paraphrafe on Chap. IX. 

where in one City, i Sam. IX. 13, 14. we find Sa¬ 
muel footed f in whofe times thefe Schools began to 
fiourifh) who no doubt had there a College of 
Prophets with him , a* he had afterward, we find at 
Ramah, XIX . 20. and in another place called the Hill 
of God, where the Philiftines had a Garrifen , we 
meet with another company of Prophets, 1 Sam. X. f. 
10. And in after times there were Sons of the 
Prophets both at Bethel (where they feem to have 
been more anciently ; 1 Sam. X. %,) and at Jericho, 
1 King . II. 3, 5. and at Gilgal, IV. 38. 

Thefe Schools alfo were feated in high places it appears 
from 1 Sam. IX, t. X. 5,10. y] ^ King. /. 9. (and 
wight be one reafon of their facr firing in finch places ) 
which agrees exactly with what is faid here of Wife 
doms crying upon the higheft places of the city, v. ;. 
to call all thofe who had an appetite , to come and par¬ 
take of her Infer uri ions . Which there was feme hope 
all thofe might do, who were merely inconfiderate and 
deluded (v. 4.J though fcorners (as he obferves,\. 7, 
8 . who perhaps called the Prophets Mad men) are fo 
incapable of eorreclion that nothing will move them to 
become better ; and tforefore (he pajfes them by, and 
leaves them to their beaflly folly: which inclines them 
rather to lifeen t^the enticements of fuch filthy Strum¬ 
pets as he had deferibed, Chap. VII. 

Again ft whom there cannot be too much caution, the 
Strumpets houfe being, as St. Chryloftom (Horn. 2. 
upon St. Matth.' calls it, the very (hop of the Devil: 
and therefore the Wife man again gives her Character 
in this Chapter, (v. 13,14,&c.) and reprefentsthe dan - 
gcr of being drawn in by her\ that, if it was pojfitble, 
he might make men fenfible , there is nothing more in- 
conftftent with wifdom than to give up tkemfelves to 
thofe impure lufes, which have been the ruin of all thofe 
that have been led by them. 


Tim 
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That m one of the profitable lejfons to be learnt from this 
Chapter: in which the wife Man concludes his Preface 
to the Book of Proverbs. And therefore again repeats 
once more (v.io.) that fir ft Principle upon which all Re¬ 
ligion vs built, wherewith he began this Prefiace (/. 7J 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning ofwifdom. 
Which they that want will be apt to make a laughter 
of all good infir ucl ions ; and it is well if they be not an¬ 
gry at thofe y who are Jo kind as to reprove them . If 

they be it is befl to let them alone ^ and not cafl pearls 
before fwine\ as our Saviour teaches , [ej agreeable to 
the Dollrine of the Wife Mat), v, 7, 8, 9. of this 
Chapter, 

Where the Lord Bacon ( L. Fill. Advanc. of Learning , 
C. t. Parab. 9.) is very curious and difiinguifhes be¬ 
tween a fcorner and a wicked man (mentioned v. j.) 
and between ftiame or reproach, and a blot ; and confe - 
queatly between reproof given to the one and rebuke to 
the other. “ For a fcorner, faith he 7 onely makes ns 
u lofe our labour ; but the other repays us with a fiain 
11 and diflmiour. When a man inftrutts a fcorner his 
“ time indeed which he thus imploys is thrown away y 
“ and others deride his pains, as a labour ill placed ; 
14 and the fcorner himfelf alfo ckfpifeth the knowledge 
<l which he is taught . Thus a man is put to fhamc. 
“ But the matter is tranfailed with greater danger in 
u she reprehenfion of the other , becaufe a wicked na~ 
“ ture, not onely gives no ear to advice, but turns head 
41 againflh 'ts Reprehender, now made odious to him ; 
1 whom he either wounds prefently with contumelies 
14 before his face , or traduces afterwards to others be- 
41 hind his back. 

But I have not been tbw> nice in my Paraphrafe, becaufe it 
is the manner, I obferve , of the Wife Man to repeat the 
fame thing , in the fame Ferfe, in other words , through¬ 
out all this Book: and a fcorner fignifies the worji oj 
men. 

m * 
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] In the ninth Verfe alfo the fame greatperfon y fol¬ 
lowing the V ulgar and reading the words thus, give oo 
cafion to a wifeman,and his wifdom will beincreaf- 
ed, makes this witty obfervation (jn the fame Chap . 
Far ah. XXXIL) that “ oceafion when it is offered , 
“ jhews the difference between Wifdom that is ri- 
€t pened into habit, and that which fwims onely in 
“ the brain and conceit, or is boafted in fpeech, but 
“ hath not taken deep root. For the former upon oc- 
“ cafion prefented , whereby it may be exercifed y is in- 
11 ftantly quickened , addrejfes it felf to the bufmefs y and 
1C is fo inlarged and dilate d y that it fee ms greater than 
“it felf : but the other , which , before oceafion y was brisk 
14 and bufiej now oceafion is given becomes amazed and 
u confufed ; So that even he who prefumed himfelf pof- 
u feffed of it, begins to be in doubt y whether his pre-con- 
u ceptions of fuch wifdom, were not mere dreams , and 
“ empty fpeculations . 

But there being no fuch word as oceafion in the Original , 
and the word give feerning to me rather to referr to 
what the Wife man is fpeaking of viz. reproof or in- 
ftruftion, I have waved this obfervation : which will 
do well alone , but not be connected with the Difcourfe ; 
which is my defign^p reprefent. And here note this as 
a mark of a hopefidl perfon , that is likely to become 
wife , if he be riot galled with reproof ; at which fools 
are wont to kick . This is a Truth to be conpdered mo ft 
feriouflyy by which every man may take a meafure of 
himfelf whether he be likely to come to good or no. If 
he cannot endure to be told of his faults, it is a 
flirewd fign he is in the way to be undone; and 
hath not as yet fo much as approached to the gates 
of Wifdom. 

Which admonifhes us here of another great fault ef mankind , 
Cgd who are mod eager afterthat, which is prohibi¬ 
ted to them. An obfervation which is as true of their 
fondnefs and readinefs to embrace heretical Doctrines 

(r? 
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(to which the Fathers apply v. 17.) if they be preached 
in a corner , and made a great ferret ; as of their appe¬ 
tite after thofe pleafures , from which they are refrain¬ 
ed, and cannot have with publick approbation . 


I. TT Tlfdom hath builded her 1.'TtO not imagine 
VV houfe 7 (he hath hewen ^ at I 

out her [even pillars . mend unro youfome 

J r meaner piece of 

knowledge or skill, but the mod abfoluteand accompliflied 
Wifdom j whofe worth and dignity is inexpreflible: For as 
this great world I told you (VIII. 26, 27, &c .) was built by 
wifdom in moft excellent order and perfe6t beauty 5 fo from 
every part of it we may learn what regard we ought to have 
to her holy precepts: which are taught everywhere, but e- 
fpecially in tne Schools of the Prophets., See Arg.[ 4 ] [b~] [c]. 


2. She hath killed her beafls , (he 2. There, above all 

hath mingled her wine ; (he hathal- other places, a moft 

fo furniflied her table. plentifull provifion is 

made for all hungry 

and thirfty fouls (that are defirous to know what is good for 
themlelves) who fhall find no lefs life, and vigour, and 
ftrength, and joy communicated to them from her facred 
Inftruftions, than the body doth when it partakes of a li¬ 
beral and moft delicious Feaft. 


3. She hath fent forth her mai - 3 * F° r nothing is 

dens, (he crieth upon the higbeft wanting'there, but 

places of the city . oneI y £ uefts to ? c ~ 

cept of her entertain¬ 
ment; unto which her attendants and Minifters (perfcnsof 
uncorrupted purity and fincerity ) are font to invite you, 
with a loud voice and earned in treaties : which cannot but 
be heard by whole cities and countries; unto whom the 
dwelling places of wifdom, and the food of fouls lie openly 
expolcd. See Arg. id]. 


4. Whofo is fimple 7 let him turn 4. There is no man 
in hither : as for him that wantetb GUy but he may 

under}}andin?, foe faith to him . ke welcome to ** > or 

rather all fuch per- 

loris 
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fon 9 are defired to bethink themfelves* how inconfiderately 
fhey have been fed deed, and to forbear the profecution of 
their foolifh defire6 fo long, as to take advice of her. Let 
a man be never fo much befotted with vice and wickednefi, 
Ihe doth not rejeft him, nor defpair of him; if he will but 
hearken, when fhe makes this gracious motion to the 
whole knot of them; 

Come, eat my bread , and 5. Draw near,con- 

drink of the wine which I have fider, and lay to heart, 

the wholfome In* 
ftru&ions which I 
propound to you: credit me fo far as to relie upon the pro- 
mife which I make you of the higheft comfort, pleafure,and 
latisfa&ion, in embracing and obeying my precepts. 

6 . Forfake the foolifh , and live\ 6 . Do but make 2 

and go in the way of underfland - by forfaking all 

ill company, and 
thofo childiih defires, 
and fenfelefs courfes, of which you can give no account to 
your (elves; and immediately you fhall have a taft of hap- 
pinefs,which will invite you to perfect it, by following here¬ 
after the deliberate dictates of lober reafon, and the grave 
counfels of prudent perfons, who have diifcerning minds, 
and praftife themfelves what they commend to orhers. 



7. He that reproveth a fcorner , 
gettetb to himfelf fhame: and be 
that rebuketb a wicked man, get- 
teth himfelf a blot. 


7. As for thole that 
deride Religion and 
feoff at all good ad¬ 
monitions, it is in 
vain to meddle wirh 


them; for reproofs are fitted for fuch perfons, and he who 

E erforms that charitable office, not onely loies his labour, 
ut is like to be requited with reproaches: whofoever he 
be that rebukes one of thole impious wretches, hath com¬ 
monly all the dirt thrown upon him, that their malice 
can rake together. See Arg. \a] [e]. 


8. Reprove not a fcorner , left he 8. Therefore men 
hate thee : rebuke a wife man, and of that wicked tem- 

be ' will love thee . P erW irdom doth 

invite to her in¬ 
fractions, nor require her Minifters to call upon them; 

but 
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but rather to pafs them by, when they find by experi¬ 
ence that they can doe no good to fuch perfons, but one- 
ly draw their hatred upon themfelves: from fuch it is 
wildom to turn away, and beftow reproofs upon thofe 
who have fo much undemanding, as to fee God’s Mi¬ 
nisters intend their good, and accordingly thank them 
for it, and give them opportunity to doe them further 
' fervice. 


9. Give inftruftion to a wife 9* For this is an 
man, and he will be yet wifer: teach undoubted Mptim , 
1 a ink man, and he will increafe in r , a man difpofed 

earm g. wifer even ^ R e p re- 

; henfion ; and the Inftruflions given to a man inclined to 
I goodnefs, will make him better, and much improve him, 
not onely in knowledge but in the praftice of vertue, 
i whereas a fcorner grows worfe by indeavours to reform 
him, and is onely made more uncapable of good advice, 
by being exafperated and inraged at it.) See Arg. [/]. 


10. The fear of the LORD is 10. And the very 
the beginning of wifdom : and the an d indeed the 

knowledge of the holy is mderftand- principal thing that 
: Kfr is to be inftilled into 

. . all mens minds, 

without which they will learn nothing elfe, is a Religious 
fenfe of the Divine Majefty, and an awfull regard to¬ 
wards him ("as I have obferved already more than once, 
I. 7. II. 5. VIII. 13. but it cannot be too oft repeated.) 
And next to this, that no knowledge defervesthe Name 
of ZJ rider ft an ding) but that which is delivered by the Ho¬ 
ly Men of God, and difpofes us to devote our felves unto 
Him in holy obedience. 

11. For by me thy days fhall be 11- Other know- 

multiplied , and the years of thy ledge may make thee 
life fhall be incrcafcd. fubtile and cunning 

in thy worldly affairs, 
but this alone can make thee happy: And will certainly 
bot h prolong thy life (as I have frequently faid, III, 2, 16 . 
IV. io, i }, etc.) and lengthen it in health, peace, profne- 
rity and pkafure, 


12. If 
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tl. If thoube wife, thou jhaltbe 1 2. This is the true 

wife for thy felf: but if thou f corn - ^ ea ^ on J,/ nT ’ t , e ^ ec 
eft, thou alone (halt bear it. foearneltl^to imbibe 

J 7 J my Doctrine, {y. $.) 

not for my own fake, but for thine: who alone wilt either 
reap the profit of being truly vertuous; orfuffer all the harm 
anamifchief (which will not in the leaft redound to me) of 
thy prophane feoffs and jeers at Religion and Goodnefs. 

1;. % A foolijh xvorridn is clamo - 13. 51 Unto which 

rous, fhe is ftmple , and knoweth prophanenefs as there 
nothing. wants not temptati¬ 

ons, fo there is none 
more dangerous, I think, which makes me mention it fo ot 
ten (II. 16. V. 3. VI. 24. VII, fo, n ,&c.) than the lewd and 
impious Adulterefs; who is no lefs bold and importunate, 
than fhe is bewitching and powerful! to befot the minds of 
her ftupid lovers; but perfectly ignorant of God and Reli¬ 
gion, and a ftranger to all the principles of vertue. 


14. For fbe fttteth at the door of 14. Which fhe 0- 

her houfe , on a feat in the high penly oppofes, for (as 

■plates of the ci.y, lf ' V0l l ld put a 

mamfelt anront upon 

them) in that very place where the Minifters of Wifdom 
call men to learn the fear of the Lord (v> 3, 10.) fhe fits in 
ftate at the door of her houfe, to divert their minds from all 
fuch thoughts, and drown tjiem in fenfual pleafures. 


15. To call pajfengers who go 15. That’s the ve- 

right on their ways, ry bufinefs of her life, 

to defeat all good 
defigns; by drawing even thofe afide into her chambers of 
impurity, who were going ftreight forward to the fchools 
of wifdom and goodnefs. 


16. Whofo is fimple y let him 
turn in hither : and as for him 
that wanteth under ft aiding , fhe 
faith to him , 


16. Whofe words 
(y. 4.) Ihe no lefs im¬ 
pudently than pro- 
phanely returns, and 
tells them, It is not 


fhe, but wifdom and vertue that makes men fools; by con¬ 
fining their defires,and denying them the liberties which fhe 
invites them to come and injoy in her embraces: where their 
dulnels fhall learn this unknown fecret, 17. Stefa* 
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ij. Stolen waters are fereet ,and 17. That there are 

bread eaten in fecret is pleafant. 110 pkafiu-es compa¬ 

rable to thole, which 

a man gets by Health fom them to whom they properly 
belong: no morfel fofweet, as that which is forbidden; bur, 
having been long defired, he finds at laft a private opportu¬ 
nity, to tafte of without danger. See Arg, [£]• 


18. But he knoweth not that the 
dead are there ; and that her 
guefls are in the depths of hell. 


18. But the poor 
deluded wretch con- 
fiders not all this 
while (which I have 


often already reprefented, II. 18.V.5. VII.27. and is all that 
I Ihall oppofe to thole finfull inticementsj that fhe invites 
him tohisutrer ruin both of foul and body (See II. 18*) and 
finks all thofe down, who accept of her invitation, to the 
very bottom of that pit, where the. old Gian ts are, who cor¬ 
rupted mankind with fuch filthinefs and violence, that they 
brought a deluge upon the earth, VI. Gen. 4,5,j u 


CHAP. X. 

The Proverbs of Solomon. 

ARGUMENT. 

Here now properly begins the Book of the Proverbs (as the 
Title of this Chapter tells us) what hath been delive¬ 
red hitherto, being rather a Preface; to awaken atten¬ 
tion ; and from fundry arguments to commend the wife 
InftruttionSj which now follow , to every ones prall ice ; 
and to caution thofe , who who wojild receive benefit by 
thefe InftruBiofis , from fuch things a* may hinder their 
edification in the School of wifdom. 

Whofe LejfonSy in this firft part of the Book,' (which reach¬ 
es to the 17 th Verfe of the XXII. Chapter) are deli¬ 
vered injhort Sentences; every Verfe being a Leffon 
by it filfy which commonly, .bath no connexion with 

G that 
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that which goes before and follows after: or if there be 
any, it is not fo clear as to be eafily made out. And 
thefe Leforts are for the moft part delivered , either by 
way of Antithefis, /. e. comparing oppofites one with 
another ; the wife , for infiance, and the foolijh, the 
diligent and the fluggijb, the rich and the poor, and, 
in general vert He and vice , affigning to each their pro - 
per rewards and punijhwents : or they are mere Pa¬ 
rables, that is, ftmilitudes ; in which one thing is com¬ 
pared to another that refembles it . 

Ar/d he intending to inftrntl all forts of men in their feve- 
ral kinds of life, thefe Lejfons are very various', and do 
not merely inform them about their manners, but about 
the events alfo, which are wont (either frequently or 
fometimes) to accompany or follow fuch and fucb eftates , 
offices, and attiorts of humane life . And fome are di¬ 

rections for fingle perfons ; others for the ordering of 
boufljold affairs \ and others for the government of 
kingdoms. In jhort, fame are divine Precepts ; others 
civil Advertifements for the management of our felves 
in feveral paffages of humane life : to the obfervance 
of which he excites the Reader fometimes by promifes, 
fometimes by tbreatnings. 

It is not to be expelled that in a Paraphrafe , I (Imld 
prefer ve the fmartnefs that is in many of thefe Sentences : 
And it will be hard to abridge , cu> I have done hither¬ 
to, the Contents of each Chapter . let, I fall attempt 
fa me thing in it ; And though I cannot fay there is an 
order obferved in them all {they being oneiy a Collett i- 
on of wife Obfervatioas and Aphorifms , in which , 
Method is wont to be negletted by other Authors) yet 
the firft Sentence of this Chapter, feems not to have 
been cafually, Ca] but defignedly fet in the front of the 
reft. Bee a ufa nothing contributes fa much every way 

to the happinefas of mankind , as a Religions care a- 
b&ttt the Education of Children . Which Parents are 
here admonifhed to attend, if they defire their Chi!- 



Chap. X. PROVERBS. 83 

dren \\mld not prove a grief and frame to them ; 
and Children are put in mind of the Obedience they 
owe to their lvftruuions, that they may be a joy to their 
Varents . 

7 he Lord Bacon (in bis Advancement of Learning, 
L. VIII. C. 1. Farab . VII.) thinks that the. gkdneis 
and heavinefs, which are in Fathers and Mothers, 
according at> their Children prove good or bad y are 
here fo accurately difiinguijhed by Solomon y 11 that 
“ he would represent a wife and well-governed Son y to 
“ be chiefly a comfort to the Father, who knows the 
44 value of wijdom and vertue better than the Mother 
4t (which account the Hebrews alfo give of tbti mat - 
tf ter) and therefore rejoices more at the towardlinefs 
u of his Son: which he not onely better mderftands y 
41 but hath taken perhaps fo much more care about his 
u Education y that the good fruits of it give him a 
14 greater joy than they can do to the Mother. H ho on 
u the other fide is more grieved anddifeomforted at 
14 the calamity of a Son ; both becaufe the affection of a 
44 Mother is more fo r t and tender, and perchance vs 
41 confciuus to her jilf that ly too much indulgence fee 
14 bath taimed and corrupted his tender years. She 
is more at home alfo (it may he added) and therefore , 
having her Sons folly more in her cye y hath a greater 
flare in the grief that it caitfes. 
tut this b not to be too much prefred, l think , for loth of 
« them have fuck a flare either in the joy or in the for- 
row, that it is as hard to diftitiguifr between them 
confiauth, as it is to wake a difference between the 
joy and grief for the well or ill doing of Son, and the 
well or ill doing of.a Daughter: which may be, and oft - 
times are, lifual. And therefore I have but juft touched 
upon t bis in my Faraphrafe of the firft verfe. Con¬ 
cerning which I frail note this further , that whether 
thefe liftr ndions were mitten with a peculiar rejpett t* 
the education of Solomon s own Son y or indifferently 

G i for 
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for all, it xvmo(l judicioufly done to begin with fuch at 
this firfi part chiefly confjis of: there being fo great a 
neceffity {as the forenamed JVriter obferves in hts Filth 
Book Chap. 3.) u that men drink deeply all pious and 
“ moral knowledge before they tafte of politick, that 
u they who are bred up in the Courts of Princes > and 
<l in affairs of State from tender years, rarely attain 
IC to inward and fincere probity of manners. For not 
“ being feafoned with Religion and the Doftrine of 
“ manners and offices of life, their judgments are 
u corrupted and made to think,that there are no true 
u and folid moral differences of things, but all things 
(i are to be meafured by utility and fucceis. And 
in this faffe opinion they are the more immoveably 
fettled if to ill education , there be added the few el of 
bad Books: which all thofe will reject with difdain, 
who fhall be fo happy as to make this Book their early 
ftitdy. 

In which there follow here immediately (and very proper - 
ly > fame Infirutlions about getting riches , and about the 
keeping and ufing them aright (v 1, 3, See.) that a 
curfe may not be intailed vpon them , and defend with 
them unto our children. And then v. 7 .a memorable 
obfervat ion is annexed, [b] (which Vfoto, as Eufebiusoi- 
Jerves , tranjlated into his Filth Book of Laws ) concern¬ 
ing the fame of good and bad men , after they are dead. 
About which the fame great man before named the 
Lord Bacon ' hath this Note in the fame Vlllth Book , 
Tarab. 8. That the name of good men after Envy 
is extinguifht ('which cropt the bloffom of their- 
Fame, while they were alive) prefently fhoots up 
and flouriflieth ; and their Praifes daily increafe ir 
ftrength and vigour : But for wicked inert ( though 
their fame through the partial favour of Friends 
and of men of their own faction, mav h fc for r 
little time) a deteftation of their name fprings uj 
not long after 5 and at lafl thofe vaniffiing praife 
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end in infamy, and like bodies that putrefie, ex¬ 
pire in a filthy and noifome odour. And thus 
the LXX. in this place iriftead of the memory of 
the juft is blefted, or is with bleffing or benedifti- 
on, have thefe words, the memory of the juft is with 
encomiums or praifes : which is the true explication 
of the phrafe. And accordingly the Church commemo¬ 
rates the Saints of God, recounting their worthy deeds, 
and praifmg Him for them . Of which fe Mr. Mede 
Difcourfe XXU. 

The reft of the Chapter confifts of mixt obfervations , 
concerning the difference between wife men and fools, 
idle perfons and diligent, ill-natured people and 
thofe who are candid and kind (v, 12.) and efpeci- 
ally between the vices and venues of the tongue 9 
and their rewards and punishments, v. 15, 14, &c. 
And one remarkable obfervation it infer ted , v. 22. 
which belongs to [. c ] that head of diligence and la - 
borioufnefs : upon which , he remembers m, no man is 
ft to depend , at to imagine to obtain what he would 
have by that alone ; but to look up to God at the 
donor of all good things , and giving fuccefs to our in - 
duftry. Which wot a thing little thought of by 
heathens , who were too prone to imagine all things 
requiftte unto happinefs , to be placed in themfelves . 
But the Scriptures every where inculcate this , that it 
is God who gives wifdorn to the wife , and victory to 
the valiant , and riches to the diligent , and good fuccefs 
to the prudent and potent, &c. 

M Vnto which add that obfervation alfo , v. 24 which 
may be further improved than is expreffed in the Para - 
phrafe , to this fence ; that wicked men many times 
draw upon themfelves that which they feared,by thofe 
very means whereby they ftudy to avoid them. An 
Example of which {as Bochartus obferves in his Phaleg, 
L, 1 . c. 16. Part. 1.) we have in thofe that built the 

■ Tower 0j Babel: who for fear of difperfton defigned to 

G ] build 
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build it City and a Tower , faying. Go to Jet us build, 
csr. left we be fcattered abroad upon the face of the 
whole earth, XL Gen. 4. But God fo ordered it that 
this very attempt tpm the occafton of their difperfion y 
and brought what they feared froner upon them , atque 
ipfummali remedium tills ceffit in periculum: the 
'very remedy of the evil they would have avoided^ lead- 
tag them dircclly into it . 

R. Levi hath an obfervatbn that the precepts of TVifdom 
from the beginning of this chapter to the 10 th verfeof 
the XVUlth are in a manner all concerning the danger 
of feveral forts of vice and wich^dnefs: and afterward 
they are all concerning other fubjecls. V/hich y how 
true it is 9 I j,ball there conjider. 


I. T'HE proverbs of Solomon. 1. T FT^ 
1 A wife fon maketh a zlad s 


the Fa- 

_ _ _ wife fon maketh a tfad ^. »*>«> care in e- 

father ; but afoolilh fon is the be a- du eating his Children 

wr, 4to Ur. gsrSteSSJ 

be equal to the joy he will have In their well-doing: and let 
the Mother beware that her indulgence do not Ipoil them; 
for fhe will have the greattfl fhare in the heavinefs, which 
their untowardnefe will give them. See Arg. [a], 

t. Tr eof tares of wichednefs proft 1. This is more ne- 

mtbing : but rjgbteoufnefs deliver - ceflary than the care 

tthfrom death. . of heaping up riches 

tor tnem (which ma¬ 
ny times tempt men to fraud and opprellion ) for though 
great trealares be gotten by luch means, they will be fotar 
from availing the owners in time of diftrefs, that they will 
rather expofe them to be a prey; when juftice and mercy 
with a little wealth, will procure (afety and deliverance 
from the greateft dangers. 

3 The LORD will not fuffer 3. The reafbn is, 
the foul of the righteous to famiflt .* the Lord hath Trea- 
but'be cafteth away the CM once of f ur « >" ilor ^ the 
the wicked. ,u ^’ *Jp* cia ^y ^ or d*® 

will fend loins fuch fupplies in his (traits, that he (ball not 

ftarve. 


** 1 
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ftarve, but rather have enough: But He will drive the 
wicked out of their ill-gotten poflelTIons, whereby they 
think to fecure themfelves from want. 


4. He becometh poor that dealeth 4. And next unto 

with a flack hand: but the hand of Vertue let Children 
the diligent maketh rich . J? e bred up to Indu- 

indeed they cannot be vertuous: for both poverty and 
fraud are commonly the fruit of negligence and doth; 
when an A6tive diligence is wont to inrich men, without 
the help of deceit 

5. He that gathereth in fummer *. Efpecially if 
is a wife fin: but he that Jleepethin prudence be added 
bar veil is a fin that caufeth lhame . t0 diligence and op- 

• J * J nn^hinihi Kannfnptr. 


portunity be not ®eg- 
le&ed; For as he that makes Hay (as we (peak ) while the 
Sun fhines, is commended for his provident care; fo he that 
by taking his eafe, when he fhould gather the fruitfc of the 
earth, loies all the benefit of his former labours, is a fhame 
to himfelf] and unto thofo that bred him. 


6 . Blejftngszxz upon the head of 6. The bleflings of 
the juft : hut violence coveretb the heaven fhall vinbly 

mouth of the wicked. defcend in great plen- 

ty, upon the juft and 
mercifull man: but their own iniquity fhall violently o- 
verwhelm thofo, to their utter confufion, who wickedly de¬ 
fraud and opprefs their neighbours. 


7. The memory of the juft is blef- 7. And though 
fed: but the name of the wicked Envy may fometime 
(ha/l rot. cloua a good man for 

the prelent, yet after 
death an honourable mention fhall be made of him j and 
he fhall be commemorated with praifos: when the memo¬ 
ry of the wicked, who now perhaps are extolled, fhall either 
perifli or (link and be abominated. See Arg. [£]. 


8. The wife in heart will receive 8. He that is true- 
commandments: but a prating fool h wife will thank¬ 
ed// fall. fully receive fuch 

good advices as thefe, 
apd avoid the dangers of which he ts admonifhed: But he 

G 4 whoU 
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whofe wifdom lies onely in his tongue (which moves upon 
all occafions, and will not let him learn of others) ruins 
himielf, even by his own imprudent prating. » 

9. He that walketh uprightly , 9. He that deals 

walketh purely hut he that per - Sincerely in all his 

vertetb his ways (ball be known . actions is both fafe 

and lecure: but he 
that relies upon fraud and tricks of deceiving fhall find his 
cunning fail him at the laft; and befidescan never be fccure 
that he fhall not be detected andmadeapublickreproach. 

10. He that winheth with the io. Butheefpeci- 
eye t caufeth (arrow: but a prating that under pre- 

fool fall fail. tence of kindnefs be- 

trays his neighbour, 
and gives the fign to others, when he would have them cir¬ 
cumvent him is a common grievance; and fhall himfelf, in 
the end, feel the milerable efiects of his falfenefs; for lie is 
wo lie than a man, who openly profefling his malice rails per¬ 
petually, and thereby, fooner hurts himielf than others. 

11. The month of a righteous man 11. The difcourle 
is a well of life: but violence cove- °f a S°°d man ("like 

reth the mouth of tfoe wicked. a Perpetual fpring of 

J whollome water ) al¬ 

ways tends to the profit, comfort, and refrefhment of thole 
that receive it: but a wicked man, how fair loever his lan¬ 
guage be, doth but conceal the mifehief, which (like pefti- 
lent waters out of a deep pit) he defigns to produce when 
opportunity ferves. 

12. Hatred Jlirreth up firifes: 12. Such is the difi 

but love covereth all fins . ference between ha¬ 

tred and love, that 
where all things are in quiet, hair edicts updifturbance,and 
makes men quarrel about trifles; when /^pacifies the minds 
of thole that it finds provoked by real offences, and compotes 
all thole contentions, for which there was too muen oc- 
cafion.c . 

1 \ . In the lips of him that hath J 3; He that would 

under ft andingy wifdom is found : be wile mult feek the 

but a rod is for the* back of him ? c< ^ nrance °* * omc 
that is void of underftanding, intelligent per 
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bur the mod knowing perfcn in the world cannot make 
him wile that is void of consideration; who will never learn, 
unkIs perhaps by fame great affli&ion. 


14. Wife men lay up knowledge: 
but the month of the foolifh is near 
Jtftruciiott. 


14. Wife men trea- 
fure up knowledge, 
and referve it till a 
fitting opportunity 
to make ufe of it: but a fool is always talking, and Seldom 
opens his mouth but it proves a prefent mifchief to himfclf 
or others. 


15. The rich man s wealth is his 15. Riches are a 

ftrotig city : the defiruBion of the powerfull defence to 

poor is their poverty. *beir owners againft 

1 ■ 1 a great many evils, to 

which we are fubjetl in this life; and naturally raife mens 
minds, and make them confident: whereas poverty expo¬ 
les men to injuries and abufes; and is apt to deprefs and de¬ 
ject their lpirits. 


16. The labour of the righteous 16. Which is a 
tcndeth to life ■ the fruit of the great motive to an 
inched to fin. ' hondt diligence; but 

then remember this, 
that the end of a vertuous man’s labours after riches is onely 
that he may provide himlelf theneeellaries of life, and that 
he may do good with them: but the great revenues,, 
which perhaps are left to a wicked rpan by his anceftours 
without any pains of his own, are imployed to latisfie his 
1 infull 1 ufts and paflions. 


j 7. He is i n the way of life that 17 - He that carefuj- 
keepetb inftritUiom but he that n- lyobferves, arid .puts 

fufetb reproof\ erretb . m ^ nc v^ . 

J t J ’ wholefotn admonm- 

which may teach them to corre£t and amend their 

t • t I t> .*«/■ • • m ' 


ons, 


lives, is in the way to make himlelf and others happy : but 
lie that leaves oft to give reproof incourages men in their 
trroursj from which, he who fhuns thole that are wont to 
icprehend him, is never like tp bp reclaimed. 


iS He that hideth hatred with 18. He that dif- 
lying bps, and he that utterethflan- jembleth his hatred, 
Jer, it j foil. by S^at profeffiofts 

. j oi 
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ofFriendfliip before ones face, and then goes and vents it 
in (landers behind his back, may feem a cunning man; but 
is really an impious fool. 

19. In the mult it ud? of words 19-Norarecatum- 

tberc rranteth not fin : but be that n Y an d flattery the 

refraineth bis lips , is wife . oneI y of th f e 

tongue; but much 

(peaking is rarely innocent: therefore he that is (paring of 

his words, and confiders well both when, and wnere, and 

what he (peaks, is a truly prudent perfcn. 

50. The tongue of the juft is as 20. The hvords of 
choice filver : the heart of the wick - f uc b a raan are ex > 
cd is little worth. ceedine valuable: be- 

caule they are both 
folid and fincere; but let wicked men devifeandftudy what 
they pleafe, it will be good for little, or rather very mis¬ 
chievous. 

21 . The lips of the righteous feed 21. Many are pre- 
maity : but fools die for want of (erved from perifhing 
wifdom. b y the f difeourfes of 

a good man : But 
a fool, for want of confederation, receives no benefit by 
them, and doth not fo much as take care to lave him- 
lelfi 


52. The blejfing of the LORD y 
it maketh rich, and be addeth no 
for row with it. 


22. It is not mere¬ 
ly mens industry and 
provident care , to 
which they owe their 


riches; but the blefling of God profpering their endeavours: 
which when he favours, wealth flows in apace upon them; 
and is enjoyed alfo without anxious thoughts and labours. 


See Arg. [r] 


23. It is as a [port to a fool to 
doe mi [chief: but a man of under¬ 
standing bath wijdorn. 


23. A (enfelefsfin- 
ner makes a jeft of the 
moft horrid impieties 
that can be commit¬ 


ted by him,elf, or others: but a man that weighs things 
wifely confiders that this is no laughing matter; and takes 
that pleafiire in doing well, which fools take in mifohie- 
veus wickednefs. 


; / 
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24. J\ye fear of the wicked, it 24. Vet there is 

fhall come upon him ; but the de- none fo wicked but 

fire of the righteous [hall [begrant- ^eis fometimeafield; 
e j and, fince this will 

not amend him, he 
fhall feel what he (ears: but this is the comfort of righte¬ 
ous men, who have rcafon to hope, that they fhall at length 
Stain their defires. See Argument [ d ] 

t$. As the whirlwind paffeth t 2*. Though t%9 
fo is the wicked no more; out the wicked, likeawhirl- 

riohtcoK* is an ever tailing founda- vv ' n f^’ blufter 

4 terribly, and over¬ 

throw all that (lands 
in his way, yet he quickly vanifhes, and deftroys himfelf 
by his own violence: but the righteous, as he is fixt and 
lettled in his vertue, which is peaceable and quiet and makes 
no dillurhance; fo he enjoys the (olid fruits of it, in a du¬ 
rable, and immovable felicity. 


16. As vinegar to the teeth % and 
m ft moke to the eyes , fo is the flug- 
gard to them that fend him. 


26* Vinegar is not 
more often five to the 
teeth, nor fmoke 
more vexatious to 


the eyes, than a remiis and negligent minifter is to him that 
1 in ploys him, and relies upon him in a weighty bufineft. 


27. The fear of tlje LORD 
prplongetb days : but the years of 
the wicked fhall be (hortnedl 


27. The bed waV 
to prolong life is reli- 
gioufly to obferve the 
Laws of God : but 


wickednefs generally (bothby its own nature and by Gods 
righteous judgment) brings men to an untimely end. 


2%.The hope of the righteous (hall 
be gUdnefs - but the expectation of 
*ht wickedJhaB perijh. 


28. And what a 
lamentable cafe is a 
wicked man in, when 
he finds himfelf un¬ 


expectedly undone? for this is another difference between 
a good man and a bad ; that the hope of the former cony 
eludes in P.joyfull poffeffion of what he waits for: hut the 
other, failing of his expeftation, ends his days in fadneft 
and forrow* 


29. The 
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29. The way of the LO R D is 29. Whence it fol- 

flrength to tie upright : but deflru- l° ws a Mb that a faith- 

Bion (hall be to the workers of ini- ^ observance of the 

rules ot vertue, which 

^ the Lord hath pre¬ 

ferred us, infpires the upright man with great courage and 
undaunted refolucion, when any evil threatens him: but 
the workers of iniquity, being wealcand feeble fpirited, are 
terribly fhaken, nay broken, with the fear of that dedu¬ 
ction which is coming cn them. 

;o. The righteous [hall never be 30. There is no 

removed : but the wicked JJjall not wa Y hke Piety, Ju- 

inhabit the earth, “gv™ 1 ^ erc ¥' to 

eltabhlh a family in 
perpetual profperity; But the wicked ( how fuccefsfull (o- 
ever they may be for a time) Bull not be able to fettle 
themfelves and their pofterity, in the good land, which 
God hath given us. 

31. The mouth of the juft bring- 31. The very dif- 

etb forth wifdom : but the froward courfe of a righteous 

tongue Jhall be cut out . ma , n ^ profitable 

0 .to inftruct others m 

Wifdom. and Goodnefs, that it fliall be a means to perpe¬ 
tuate him, like a fruitfull tree, in a flourifhing condition : 
but he that ufes his tongue perverfly, to abule, cozen, or 
raife diflentions among his neighbours, fhall be cut down, 
like a tree that combers the ground. 

^2, The lips of the righteous know 32, The righteous 

what is acceptable *, but the mouth of knows very welLhow 

the wicked fpeaketh frowardnefs . [aiS^accuft^s^s 

tpouth unto them) which are gratefull to men, and yet 
not difpleafing to Almighty God: But the wicked are odi¬ 
ous to both; becaufe they are skilled altogether in lying and 
flattery, fraud and calumny, and fuch likefubtile, but de- 
\eftible, arts of doing milchief. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. Xf. 

ARGUMENT. 

Tbi* Chapter confifts of wavy promifcuous obfervations, con¬ 
cerning fuch things as will make men happy or miferoble. 
It begins with an Admonition concerning Jufticc in our 
dealings one with another : without which Society 
( which God defigns and takes a [pedal care to uphold) 
cannot be preferved. And mankind being very apt to 
be regardlefs what they doe, towards God or towards 
man , when they grow rich and great \ he next gives 
a caution againfi Pride and Inlblence, a* a certain 
forerunner of ruin. For it confiding in forgetfulneji 
of God, confidence in mens [elves, defpiftng others, flight¬ 
ing good counfils, and attempting things out of the bounds 
of mens place and calling (ail which proceed from ft li¬ 
pid folly) naturally leads men headlong into deft ru¬ 
ction. 

Then he commends fincerity and charity (v. 3, 4.) and re - 
. prefents the vaft difference between Vertue and Wicked- 
nefs, in order to mens private fafety ( v* j, 6, &cj 
and to the publick fecurity (v. 10, 11 .) After which 
follow a great many prudent obfervations and advices, 
for mens private , and for the common good: with fuch 
remarks upon fundry vertues and vices, as are fufficient 
to invite to the one , and deterr from the other. 

Among the reft there is one^y. ti. (tranflatedthus 
by us , though hand join in hand, the wicked ihall not 
be unpuniflied ) upon which there are cu many gloffes 
almoft , cut here are Interpreters. But 1 have onely put 
together thofe two fences of the former part of the 
verfe, which are moft agreeable to the latter ; and do 
not think fit to trouble the Reader with the other, any fur¬ 
ther than merely to inform him of this one thing . That 
nnft Interpreters by hand in hand underftand the 

hands 
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hands of divers perfons : but fome few take it , for the 
bands of one ana the fame perfon 3 who puts one hand into 
the other . And thefe Iaji named y make the fence one of 
thefe two ways : either that though a [inner indeavour 
to hide his fin (as a man doth a thing which be holds in 
me hand and covers with the other) he [hall notwith - 
fianding be found out and fujfer for it \ or that, though 
wicked men doe nothing , but like an idle perfon have 
their hands folded one in the other , yet they are not free 
from fin; which they are devifing in their mind, and 
will draw a juji vengeance upon them . 

Lb ] In the next verfe 1 \have followed Bochartus ( de 
Animal* S. Part L L. 1 L C, 57.J in his tranjlation of 
thofe two words oyu rnD which he renders her mind 
departeth, viz. from the love of her husband : but I 
have not neglefled the other fence of which I think thofe 
■ Words are capable. 

[el In the 19 verfe I have adhered'to the opinion of the 
Lord B&con (Book VIII. of the Advahc. of Learning * 
Ch. 2. Parab. 9.) “ who takes it for a profitable ad* 
84 monition touching difeords in families and domeftick 
44 breaches (but may as well be applied to whole king- 
44 doms; which are larger families) which whofoever 
“ cherijhes among his children or fervants (or people) 
44 asa means to have his affairs better adminifired , when 
4C they have an evil eye upon, and hate, one another ; 
14 cbmmonly finds his hopes turn into wind . For thofe 
44 alterations and changes , for the mofi part, fuccee dill: 
44 and thofe diftwrbers of their own families oftentimes 
44 meet'With vexations and ingratitudes from thofe 
44 very perfons, whom (paffing by others ) they adopt 
44 as the objetts of their fpecial favour : Nay by this 
#4 means v they draw upon themfelves ill reports and 
11 doubtfull rumours : for it is not ill obferved by Ci- 
44 ceto, That all reports; both good and bad fame, 
44 come from domefticks. Winch two evils ( he 
44 thinks) Solomon expreffes If inheriting the wind; 
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for the fruftrating of expectations and raifing of ru¬ 
mours are rightly compared unto winds. I have ad¬ 
ded in the Paraphrafe two other things belonging us 
wind; which makes a great noife, and leaves nothing 
behind it : for all make it an emblem o/emptineis. 

[ d j the lajl verfe is a wife confederation fnggefted to good 
men y when they are under the oppreflim of the wicked t 
that if the juft be affixed [as Melanfthoii glojfes) 
who ferioufly endeavour amendment of life y God will 
take a time to reckon with thofe lewd men , who contu - 
maemfey and furiouflyper fft in their wickednefs. So the 
wife man (fays he) admonijhes us of two things. Fifft 
that the Church is fubjett to the CroJs y which the cru¬ 
elty of Tyrants may lay upon it: but fecondly tbofe Ty¬ 
rants muft one day anfoer for their cruelty by Jharp pa- 
nifhmtntsupon themfeIves ; Nay % though they flourijh for 
feme time , at laft y fays be % they are jhaken out of their 
empires . Hither he applies thofe known words of the 
Pcet t Ad generum Cereris fine caede, & c. 


f, A Falje balance is abomina - i.TTis notfofmafi 

tion to the LORD : but a fin as men i- 

« juft weight is bis delight . magine, to cheat thetf 

J J * neighbours (though it 

be onely in a little matter) but extremely hatefull and de- 
ulhble to the great Lord and Governour of the world: 
as on the other hde, exa&ly juft and equal dealing in all our 
commerce one with another, is highly pleafing to him. 

1. When pride someth , then 2. Do not enter- 
tometh (hame : but with the lowly tain an haughty con- 

is wifdom. th y «« 

J infultover others; for 

f he folly of this appears, in drawing along with it that 

contempt and di(grace, which above all things fuch men 

would avoid: therefore be humble and modeft; the wif- 

dom of which is maTnfdt, from the univedilrrfpeft which 

it p uns every-where. 
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3. The integrity of the upright 3* The integrity of 

Jhall guide them .* but the perverfe - t ^ e c hat uprightly 

nefs of tranfgreffors (hall deftroy °^ erve . r . u ^ es 
j ' 3 J J J vertue, is their high- 

t 3e * eft prudence, and fa- 

fell guide, through all manner of difficulties and dangers: 
but the crafty wilinels of perfidious men, who will be tied 
unto no Laws, is mere folly 5 and {hall be lo far from'pre¬ 
fer ving them, that it {hall prove their certain deftruftion. 


4. Riches profit not in the day of 4*Heaps of wealth, 

wrath: butrighteoufnefsdelivereth amafled by extortion 

from death. or covetoufnefs, fMll 

J as little avail, as fub- 

tilty and cunning, when God in his righteous difpleafure 
{hall punifh the world by a common calamity : But Ju- 
ftice, accompanied with Mercy (as hath been obferved al¬ 
ready, X. 2.) will befriend him that hath conftantly pra- 
ftifed them, and refcue him even when there is no hope of 
fidfety [See XXIX. EccIks, i i, 12, 13. and XL. 24.] 


5. The righteoufoefs of the per - $• Remember this 

fetl jhall dirett his way ; but the ( an ^ be n °t naulea- 

t picked [hall fall by his own wicked - f e d at the repetiton of 
r J y it, for it is a weighty 

™-' Jo Truth) that there is 

no furer guide to direft men in the plain vyay to fafety, or 
any other good, than a fincere and impartial obfervance of 
all God’s Laws: but that the wicked (hall perifh, by thole 
very impious courles (of lyes, fuppofe, breach of promifes, 
perjuries, and oppreffion) whereby they think to greaten 
or to fecure themfelves. 


6 . The righteoufnefs of the up - 6- Remember it, I 
right fljall deliver them: but tranf- &y> (for h cannot be, 
greffors [hall be taken in their own r °° °^ en inculcated) 

.. SiXisssi 

ly upright men, {hall be their prelentftive when they are ia 
danger : but they that are governed wholly by their own 
depraved delires and interefts, fhall beintangled and inevi- 
bly perilhin their own naughty contrivances. 
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7. When s wicked man dieth ; 7. Do not imaging 

his expectation jhatlperifh: and the therefore that they 

hope of unjuft men perijhetb. bave , tbe advantage 

f J of others, who are 

loofc from all Laws. They may feem fo to have for the 

prefent; but, befide what I have now faid, it muft becon- 

iidered that Death (and-howfuddenly doth that fometime 

overtake them) utterly deftroys all their proje&s and hopes: 

whatlbever they expefted to accomplifhby their riches, or 

their power, or their friends, it perifheth together with them. 

* 

8., The righteous is delivered out 8. Nay , before 

of trouble y and the wicked cometh ^at it is frequently 

in his ftead. feen >. that a juft 

man is unexpectedly 

drawn outofthofe (traits and difficulties Wherein he was per¬ 
plexed, and the wicked (who perhaps brought him into 
them) takes the place which lie hath left; falling into thofe 
very diftrefles, from which the juft is happily freed. 

9. An hypocrite with his mouth 9. And more than 

dtftroyetb bis neighbour : but this, a good roan 

through knowledge (hall the juft be batb this advantage 

delivered b Y his wiftfom, that 

deliver*. itfometimesinftruCls 

many how to evade thole fnares, which the profane Hypo¬ 
crite, with counterfeit profeffions of friendfhip, lays to de- 
ftroy his neighbours. 

10. when it goeth wed with the 
t igbteow, the city rejoyceth : and 
when the wicked perifh , there is 
fhouting . 

generally leap for joy when good men profper and are ad¬ 
vanced unto power; but are fo far from pitying the down¬ 
fall ot the wicked, th^t they fhout when they behold 
'hem tumbling from the high places to which they were 
railed. 


10. We feeallb in 
this how amiable 
vertue and how hate- 
full vice is, that the 
Inhabitants of a City 


11. By the blefmg of the upright 
the city is exalted: but it is over- 
thrown l>y tb<j mouth of the wicked . 

II 


11. Men of uhbf 
afled vertue make a 
City flourilh by the 
bletfings theyproenre 

for 
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for it from heaVen, by their prayers, by their prudent ad¬ 
vice, their pious admonitions, and tneir conftant fltudy of 
the publick good; but the wicked, by their blafphemies, 
their evil counfels, their peftilent maximes, their impious 
doctrines, whereby they corrupt mens manners, utterly 
lubvert the good eftate thereof 

12. He that is void of wifdom , *2. It is a great 

defpifetb his neighbour: but a man vveaknefs to fpeak 
of undemanding boldeth his peace . eontemptuoufly ofa- 

him ridiculous (for no man is fo mean but he is fenfible of 
defpifaL and may find ways to fhew his refentment) there¬ 
fore a thoroughly prudent perfon, whatfoeverhe thinks of 
others, faith nothing to their reproach. 

13. A tale bearer revealeth fe- 13. A man whofe 

crets : but he that is of a faitbfull trade * » t0 ingrati- 

fpirit concealeth the matter , ? te himfelf by ddam- 

mg others, will not 

flick moft treacheroufly to difcover the fecrets wherewith 
they have intruded him: But a man whofe mind is fted- 
faftly fixed to be true and faithfull to his neighbours, will 
ftudy (though they have not defired him) to hide thofe 
things, which, being known, may prove injurious to them. 


14. Where nocounje! is, thepeo- 14* Where pru- 
ple fall : but in the multitude of dent CounfelJors are 

counfellors there is fafety. wanting a Nation 

goes to wrack, as cer¬ 
tainly as a Ship doth without a Pilot: nor is one fufficient; 
but then a Country is fafe, when there are many wife men 
to govern affairs: that if one fail, there may enough ftill 
remain; or what one or two fees not, others may be able to 
difcem. 


15, He that is furety for aftran - 15* He is in great 

per* (hallfrnart for it: and he that danger to be undone, 

batetb furetijhip is fare. ^ihedebtsTfnS 

ther man, efpecially of a Granger (VI. 1.) whofe ability 
and honefty is unknown to him: And the way to be lecure 
from that fear, isnotonely to avoid fuch ingagements ones 
but to abhor to feeother men enter into them. 

16 . A 
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16. A gracious woman retaimth 16. Beauty and 

honour: and ftrong men retain riches . vcrtue in a worn an 

advances her to ho¬ 
nour j as formidable ftrength and power in men advances 
them to Riches:, and as their principal care is to keep their 
Treafures, fo hers fhould be to prefer ve her Reputation. 


17. The mercifull man doethgovd 
to bis own foul: but he that is cru¬ 
el) troubkth his own flejh. 


17. He that hath 
a heart to be ■ kind 
and bountifull unto 
his neighbours, will 
have this advantage by it, among many others, that he 
will not deny what is fit and convenient to hirafelf: where¬ 
as the covetous and hard-hearted, as he hath no regard to 
his neareft relations, fo he pinches hisownflefh, by his for¬ 
did way of living. 


1$. The wicked worketha deceit - 18. He thinks per- 

futl work: but to him that foweth hereby ^t° rails 

righteonfnefs {ball be a fare reward . kmfelf, or his polte- 

% nty to greatnefs, but, 

like all other wicked men, will be deceived in his expefta- 
rion; for the event of his aftions never anfwers the defign : 
but vertuous men {hall infallibly reap the fruit of their pi¬ 
ous, juft and charitable labours. 


19. As righteoufnefs tendeth to 19. Thus God or- 

life: fo he that purfueth evil y pur- ders it in his Provi- 

fueth it to kit own death. dence, and thus it is 

in the nature of 

things, that vertue tends to make men happy: but the 
more eagerly any man purlues an evil thing, the more he 
is bent upon his own deftruftion. 


20. T!)ey that are of a froward 
hart , are abomination to the 
LORD : but fuch as are upright 
1 n their way, are his delight. 


20 . Of all other 
men they are moft 
odious to the Lord, 
who pretend to ju- 
ftice, kindrtefs and . 
mthj but ftudy and devife how to compaG their ends, 
hough it be by the wickedeft means: as on the contrary, 
hey whofeexafil obfervance of the rules of righteoufiids 
11 the whole courfe their lives, teftifie the integrity of 
v Ecir hearts, are highly in \yis favour and love. 

Hi' 2 i. Though 
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ar, Though hand join in hand y 
the wicked {hall not be unpunished: 
but the feed of the righteous {hall be 
delivered . 


Chap. XL 


ar. Though the 
wicked indeavOur to 
ftrengthen himfelf 
and nis family by 
powerfull leagues 
and confederacies, and his lucceflbrs alfb have mighty aflo- 
ciates to maintain his acquifitions, they fhall not be able 
to defend themfelves from the punifhment their iniquity 
deferves: but the pofterity of the righteous need not be at 
fuch pains; but, though deferred by men, efcapethe dan¬ 
ger into which the other fall, by the help of God alone. 
See Arg. |>] 


12. As a jewel of gold in a fwines 22. As a golden' 

front y fo is a fair woman which U r j n 6 ' IS dl placed in 

without difcretion. th f,^ out . of a fwme > 

J which is always rout¬ 

ing in the mire: fo is beauty ill bellowed on the body of a 
woman, wliofe mind having loft all favour and relifh of 
vertue, carries her from her husband, to wallow in filthy 
lufts, and adulterous pleafures. See Arg, [ b ] 


15. The defere of the righteous 25. The righteous 

is onely good: but the expeelation delire nothing but 

of the wicked is wrath . that it may be well 

with all men; but the 

wicked wifh for trouble and difturbance, elpecially that 
they may execute their malice and wrath upon thofe whom 
they hate: And accordingly God will deal with them; good 
things fhall be the portion of the righteous, but his juft 
indignation fhall fruftrace the expedition of the wicked. 


24. Vou may fee 
by this how mifera- 
bly they are mifta- 
ken , who imagine 
none fo wile as the pe- 


14. There is that feat ter eth , and 
yet increafeth ; and there is that 
mtbholdetb more than is meet, but 
jt tendeth to poverty . 

nUrious; that* you fhall find here and rhere a man whe 
communicates readily and liberally to the necelfities of o 
thers,and yet his efface is fo far from being impaired thereby 
that it iricreafes: when others, who are fo laving rhar the} 
will part with nothing., no not upon the moll juft occahons 
dbnot thrive atall,but|$ onemeansor other become beggars 

15. Tb< 
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t$. The liberal foul fia/lbe made 25- Let not him 

fat : and that watereth , JW/ be therefore that # be- 

.wftW alfi himfelf. (lows benefits, uni- 

J J gine thereby he lhall 

be impoverilhed, for it is the certain way to enrich himfelf: 
*nd the larger his charity is, and the more diflufed for the 
refrefhrnent of others, the greater abundance (hall be pour- 
v d on him, and the abler (till lhall he grow to do more good. 

26 . Hethathoard- 
eth up corn in a time 
of fcarrity, on pur- 
pole to raife the price, 
lhall fall into the po¬ 
pular hatred; and be loaded with many a curie: but he who 
then opens his granaries and fells at a moderate rate, lhall not 

onely have the peoples good word, but the blefling of God. 

■ 

27. He that diligently feeketh 27. He that from 
good , procureth favour : but he the timehe rifts, ftu- 

that feeketh nufchief ,' it (hall come dies nothing but how 
unto him to do good to others, 

Hall obtain favour 
both with God and man; but he whofe bufinefs it is to do 
inilchief, lhall draw upon himfelf the evil he defigns a- 
gainft others. 


16. He that rvithholdeth corn , 
the people fhall curfe him: but blef¬ 
ling lhall be upon the head of him 
that felletb it. 


28. He that trufteth in his ri - 28. He whofe con- 

che. r, fhall fall: but the righteous fidence in riches as 

(hall flouriih m a branch. the fureft Support 

and defence, makes 
him covetous, unjuft and iinmercifull, lhall fall to decay 
like a withered leaf: but they whofe pious dependance up¬ 
on God, makes them juft and charitable, like aflouriftiing 
tree, lhall thrive and profper. 

29. He that tronbleth his own 29. He that makes 
houfe , fhall inherit the wind: and or cherilhps diflenti- 

t he foot (hall be'fervant to the wife ?P S an( * ftfrionsin 
of heart. his own family for 

kingdom) may, by 
making a great buttle and ftir. feem to be a notable man ; 
but will not onely be deceived in his expeftations, but de¬ 
fame his government, and bring his eftatetq nothing: nay, 

H j rt 
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it isoftentimes feen that he who is thus foolifli, lofes all his 
authority, and becomes a fervant to him, who adminifters 
his affairs with a more prudent care. See Arg. [c} 


30. The fruit of the righteous 30. The benefit 
is a tree of lift ; and be that win- the world receives 

neth fouls , is wife . • T 1 , 3 1 « sm 

ntableman lslogreat 

that it may be compared to the fruit of the tree of life; 

which keeps mankind from being miferable; but he is the 

greateft Benefaftor of all, who communicates wifdom fo 

charitably and feafonably, that he draws fouls to the love 

of verrue. 


3 1. Beholdy the righteous [hall 
be reccmpenced in the earth: much 
more the wicked and the ftnner . 


31. But who is 
there fo good as to 
doe or to fuffer no 
evil ? And if God do 


not let the juft and charitable men (mark what I fey ) they 
who are fo ufefull and beneficial to the world go without 
correftion ; who can think that the wicked, vvho is good 
for nothing, but obftinately contemns and breaks all the 
Law of God and man, fhall efcape the juft punifhment of 
his many crimes ? See 1 Pet . IV. 18. and Arg. [^ ] 


CHAP. XII. 
-ARGUMENT. 

This Chapter begins with an Admonition , often inculcated 
in this Book , concerning the affetticn wherewith a man, 
that would be wife and good, ought to receive charitable 
reproofs . And there are feveral things alfi repeated , 
concerning the Providence of Almighty Cod ; in punish¬ 
ing men according to their wickednefs,- and delivering 
good men from thofewbo feek their defiruBion: which is 
notably exprejfed in three verfes one after another, v j. 

7. where be obferves how the wicked labouring to 
compafs their ends, by cozenage, or by violence , even 
by blond (efpecially if they can privately make a man 

away) 

% 
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away) not onefy mifcarry in their defigns, but are un¬ 
expectedly overturned, and Subverted out of their places, 
wherein they behaved themfelves with fuch inju/tice and 
cruelty . 

There are divers JnftruBions alfo here repeated about 
fever alvertues and vices ; e fpedally, thofeof the tongue. 
Among which Melanfthon commends this to the re¬ 
membrance of the Reader , v. n. Q a ] lying lips 
are an abomination to the Lord; who recommends 
to us 9 fays be, the love and care of Truth ; both in 
doctrines concerning Himfelf, and in Arts, and in all 
boneft Covenants , and Contracts. For Truth being 
among the chiefejt and mofi confpUuous vertues, there¬ 
fore the contrary vice is condemned, by a terrible word , 

‘ and called Abomination, i. e, fuch an evil as God 
detefts with a Jingular indignation (for Idols are 
called j QJlKvyfjtAT*, abominations, or abominable 
things) which is principally true of fuch lyes, as are 
on purpofe invented to deftroy mens fame ; and much 
more of fuch as are devifed for the taking away their 
lives and the ruin of their families: fuch as thofe 
which David often complains were contrived againfi 
him. 

The Lord Bacon hath made notable remarks alfo upon a- 
notber paffage in this Chapter, v. 10. where be ovferves 
concerning the former £b] part of the verfe, €t that 
“ there is implanted in mans nature a noble and ex- 
41 cellent affetiion of pity and companion, called here 
u Mercy : which extends it felf even unto brute crea - 
14 tares, that are by divine ordination fib j eft to bis 
H command. And therefore this companion, bath fome 
u analogy with that of a Prince towards hit fubjeBs . 
44 Nay further, it is mofi certain, that the worthier a- 
41 uyfonl is, the larger is its companion, tor controlled 
41 and degenerate minds, imagine tbcfe things apper- 
- 1 tain not to them: but the mind that looks upon it felf 
U as a nobler portion of the Vniverfe, is kindly of - 

H 4 “ felted 
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<c feEled towards inferiour creatures , out of the com - 
<c munion there is between them: wherefore we fee that 
“ there were under the old Law many precepts concern- 
“ ingthis, ir/j/Vi wm wot/i much merely ceremonial, 
“ a* inftitutions of Mercy. that of not eating 
“ flejh with the blond in it, and fuch like. 1 fuppofe 
he means thofe mentioned, XXIII . Exod. 5 , 19 . V. 
Dent. 4. A r A77. 6, 7. AAF. 4. for, jj Grotius hath 
excellently obferved , it is very laudable to exercife 
kindnefs towards brute creatures, that we may keep 
our felvcs the more remote, from all manner of cru¬ 
elty-towards men. Which the Angel, the Jews think , 
reproved in Balaam when he chid him for fir iking his 
Afs three times . For thus they bring in the Angel 
fpeaking to him, in the great Commentary upon Num¬ 
bers, If lam required to demand fatisfaftion for 
the injury done thy Afs, concerning whom there is 
no Law of juftice, nor covenant of our Fathers, 
how much more for this, that thou goeft about 
utterly to root out a whole Nation? 

2 omit what the fame Lord Bacon there fays (Book VIII. 

. 0/rfa.AdranC'Of Learning, C. 2. Tarab . 14.) concern - 
ing the ancient Eflens, and Pythagoreans, and concern¬ 
ing fame people now in the Mogul’* Country , and the 
prefent Turks, who are full of affection to brute crea¬ 
tures ; and ofiely obferve that he looks upon the latter 
part of the fame verfe, as a kind of caution added by the 
wife man; left we flmld think he patronizes all fort of 
mercy and compaffion. u No, the mercy which fpares 
“ wicked perfons from being cut off by the hand of 
“ juftice, is not mercy, but more cruel than cruelty it 
d< feff. For cruelty is exerciftdupon fingle perfons one- 
“ ly: but this kind of mercy, by the grant of impunity, 
11 arms the whole band of impious men againft the irmo- 
a cent. ' So by the Mercies of the wicked, he under- 
ftands, mercy fhewn to the wicked : Which isanmufual 
form of fpteeb, and difsgreeing lot be opppfition which 

the 
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the wife man, in this proverbial faying, makes be¬ 
tween the righteous and the wicked . And therefore 
it is not to be embraced, nor to be lookt upon as a 
true expofition: in which though I believe he follow¬ 
ed Drufius, yet he hath very little company beftdes m 
And the fence rather lies at 1 have exprejfed it in the 
Varaphrafe: in which if I have added more than In¬ 
terpreters do, I am confident it will appear to him 3 
tbatconfiders, not to bewithout reafon . For thefe words , 
the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel, feem to 
me to have the fame fence with that proverbial fpeecha- 
mong the Greeks , 

In the twelfth verfe I have exprejfed both fences of which 
the word mezod is capable: which fignifies both a net 
and a fortreis. And fo I have done in the next 
( v. 13.) which may be rendred tWQ ways . Either ; 

that by prevaricating with his lips, a wicked man 
lays fnares, or Qc[J that he is himfelf infrared by his 
prevarications. In the fame manner 1 have compre¬ 
hended more fences than one , in feveral other verfes ; 
which if I Jhould particularly mention, it would inlarge 
this Preface beyond its juft length. Elfe I jhould have 
made fame remarks upon v. if. where the danger of 
feif-love and falf-conceit is reprefented : which hath ever 
this effett, that it makes men/light, if not re jell good 
counfel ; out of a vain opinion, that none can advife 
the?n better than themfelves : which is to follow the di¬ 
re £1 ion of a fooL For it is a certain note of folly to re¬ 
ly wholly upon a mans own judgment, as it is of pru¬ 
dence to hearken to the advice of others . 

I. \TTHofa loveth in ft r uR ion, 1. IT is an excellent 
VV loveth knowledge: but **“ fignthat a man 

he that hoteth reproof is brut if,. W >U be Vvifeand good, 

f who not onely pa¬ 

tiently bears with thole that tell him of his faults, but 
loves and is thankfull for reproof: which he who not 
pnely declines but hates, and i$ thereby inraged, gives 

way 
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way to fuch brutifh paflions and defires, that there is little 
hope he fliould ever be a man. 

l. A good man obtainetb favour 2. He that ftudies 

of the LOR D: but a man of nick- how to doe good to 

ed devices wtll be condemn . others attracts the 

good will and bldling 
of fhe Lord upon himfelf: but he who pontrives mifohie- 
vous defigns, under a fpecious fhew of Religion and the 
publick good, fhall be judged by Him, who knows the 
heart, to fuffer what he deferves. 


A man fhall not be eftablifhed 3. For no man; 

by wicked??efs: but the root of the though never fo fub- 

righteom (hall not be moved . ^ or powerful!, fhall 

* be able to eftablifh 

hirafelf and his family, who lays the foundation of his great- 
ndsin wickednefs; But the righteous, like a tree that hath 
taken a deep root in the earth, though fhaken with ftorms 
and tempefts,fhall remain unmoveable in a flourifhing eftate* 


4. A vert hom woman is a crown 
to her husband : but jhe that ma - 
keth ajhamed 9 is as rottennefs in 
bis bones . 


4» A wife that lire- 
nuoufly imploys her 
felfin herdomeftick 
affairs, and can pru¬ 
dently command her 
own paffions and defires, is a lingular ornament and ho¬ 
nour to her husband; who may well glory in his happinds: 
but flie whofe lazinefs, or lafoivioufhefs, or other infamous 
quality^makeshim hang down his head for fhame,is an incu¬ 
rable grief,and vexation jConfuming him and all that he hath. 


5. The thoughts of the righteous 5• The defigns of 

are right: but the counfels of the E°°d men are mana- 
wicked are deceit. ged withexaCljulhce 

and truth; hut the 

contrivances of the wicked are carried on with fraud, difli- 
mulation, and all manner of deceit. 


6. The words of the wicked art Nay (fuch is the 

to lie in wait for blond: but the height of their wick- 

mouth of the upright (hall deliver e ^ ne ^" s ). they confult 
thpfn one Wlt h another, 

and lay plots tq take 
2 way fecretly the life of thofe who (land in the way of their 

defigns; 
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defigns: but men fincerdv good give the bed advice 
they can to deliver fuch innocent perfons from their bloudy 
fnares. 

7. The wicked ere overthrown , 7. And God be- 

end are not: but the hoafe of the friends them alfo; 

rbbtcom (ballft and. who not only j defeats 

* J thole wicked pre- 

jedours in their defigns, but (o totally overthrows them and 
their families that no footftepof them remains: whereas He 
not onely continues, bur fettles the juft mans family in a du¬ 
rable (ucceifton (as I have often faid,?. 3. and X.25, 30. XI* 
3 $.) when they that aflaulted them are quite extinct. 


8. A man (bad be commended 8. True prudence 
to bis wifdom: but he directing a man to ef- 

a perverfe heart (had be ™ 
c J J and honed means, 

will procure him the 

greateft efteem, and the mod lading praife: but he who 

contrives by fraud, and fuch like crooked ways, to attain 

his aim, (hall fall into utter contempt, and be (corned by 

all as a foolifh knave. 


according 
that is of 
defpifed. 


9. He that is defpifed , and bath 9* He is far hap- 

a fervanty is better than he that pi cr who makes no 

honoureth himfelf , and lacked? Jh ew ifl the world, 

bread. ' but hath a c ° m Rf* 

tent edate; than he 

who appears in great fplendour and pomp abroad, but 

wants bread to eat when he is at home. 


10. A righteous man regard- 10. A good man 

eth the life of his beajl: but the takes care that his 

tender mercies of the wicked are ^eaft be well ufed. 
crue i and have food and 

red convenient for it. 
which is more than men bent upon wickednefs will doe for* 
their neighbours: For their very kindnefles, being treadle- 
rous, are a cruel cheat; nay the higheft expreffions which 
they make of tendemefs and companion (whereby they in¬ 
duce others to repofe a trud in them ) are intended merely 
as a cover, for the mifchief they mean more fecurely to do 
them. See Arg. [f]. 


s lo He 
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ii . He that tilleth his land j hall 1 1. He that takes 

he fatisfied with bread: but he pains in an honeft 

that follpweth vain perfons, is void employment, fuppofe 

of ur f derftandi?/g. .^ s ^ anc ^> 

■ ' t , mail find it requite 

him with fumdent, if not plentiful^ provifion for himfelf 
*nd his family: but he that is idle, falling into the compa¬ 
ny of loofe and wicked perfons, will find at laff: (by the 
defperate courfes into which they will lead him ) that he 
wants not onely bread, but underftanding. 


il. The wicked defireth the net 12. The wicked 
of evil men: but the root of the defires two things, firft 

xhhteow yieldeth fruit. doe as much mif- 

■ chief as he can by his 

wiles and arts of deceiving; and then to be fccure in his 
wickednefs: but the righteous make every body the better 
for them; and thereby enjoy that fafety, which the other 
have onely in their wifhes and defires. 

1 j. The wicked is fnared by the 13. The wicked in- 

tranfgrejfion of his lips : but thejujl fnares himfelf by that 

(hall come out of trouble . deceitfull talk,where- 

J with he dehgned to 

have infnared others: but the righteous efcapes the danger; 
nay, by his prudent difcourfe avoids very great difficul¬ 
ties wherein otherways he might have been imangled. See 
Arg. [c]. 

14. There is no 
man gives good coun¬ 
sel and advice (efpeci- 
ally in publick affairs) 
but he /hall reap the 
fruit of it abundantly himfelf: and there is no good work 
he doth for the benefit of' others, but God will requite it, 
and make it turn to his own good account. 


14. A man jhall be fatisfied with 
good by the fruit of his mouth, and 
the recompence o r a mans hands Jhall 
te rendred unto him. 


19. The way of a fool is right in Afoolisfocon- 

his own eyes : but he that hearken - eeited that he con- 

eth unto counfef is wife. (^ ts r Jl° kody but 

himfelf; for whatlo- 

ever he doth, in his own opinion he is always in the right: 

but a wife man will not rely upon his own judgment a- 

‘ Hi 
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lone; but, fufpefting himielf, makes ufe of the found ad- 
vice of other men. 


16. A fool's wroth is prefently 16. A fool (like a 
to.: to - pmUa man cmr. ■£*»■« 

ethjhame. grows angry * and, 

which is worfe, it appears immediately in his countenance, 
words and aftions: whereas a prudent man is not unfeemly 
tranfported by his palTion; but ftifles his refentments, even 
of the moft reproachfull injuries that are done him. . 


truth , 17• He that freely 

* but a and boldly fpeaks the 
7 truth and all the 

truth, and nothing 
but the truth, demonftrates himfelf an honeft man and doth 
juftice unto others: but he that conceals the truth or forges 
falfhoods, and teftifies unto lyes, declares himielf both a 
deceitfull and mifchievous perfon. 


17. He that fpeaketb 
fljemtb forth righteoufnefs 
faife witnefs, deceit . 


18. There is that fpeaketh like 18. Acut-throatis 
the piercings of a [word : but the not more pernicious 

tongue of the wife is health . t ! lan 

J are not much better, 

whofe bufmefs it is by fecret calumnies to wound the repu¬ 
tation of their neighbours,cr to make difcords anddivifions 
among them: which a good man ufes all his skill to cure; 
periivading them to love, unity and peace. 


19 The lip of truth Jhall bee - 19. He that fpeaks 

ftablijhed for ever : but a lying the truth (being al- 

tongue is but for a moment . ^fojrmable to 

himfelf ) hath this 

advantage, that he can never be difproved, nor confequent- 
ly discredited : but a liar, though he may at prefent be be¬ 
lieved, is foon confuted; for he is apt to contradift himfelf 
and blaft his own reputation for ever. 


20. Deceit is in the heart of 
them that imagine evil : but to the 
counfellors of peace is joy. 


20. They do but 
deceive jhemfelves, 
who look for any fa- 
tisfa&ion from diflen- 


tions and difturbances; which they cannot contrive with¬ 
out much fear and anxiety of mind: but, as they are 

always 
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always cheerfull who confult nothing but peace, concord, 
and happy fettlement,fo they will have great joy, whatfo- 
ever the ilfue be, of fuch good defigns. 

ai. There Jhall no evil happen 21* For the divine 
to the juft: but the wicked jhall be Providence takes a 

filled with mifihief. Peculiar care of good 

men, to avert the 
frarm that the iniquity of the wicked intends them: which 
(hall fall upon themlelve9 in fuch abundance as to over¬ 
whelm them. 


22. Lying lips are abomination 22. It is thought 
to the LORD: but they that no great matter, if a 

deal truly are bis delight. man break his , word > 

or any way deceive 

his neighbour; but know, that this is a thing exceeding 

hateful! to the Divine Majedy : and on the contrary they 

that faithfully perform their promife, and in all things deal 

truly with their neighbours, are no lefsjcceptable to Him. 

See Arg. [a]* 


: 23. A prudent man concealeth 23. A prudent man 

knowledge: but the heart of fools conceals his know- 

proclaimetb foolilhnefs. ledge, and will not 

r . ) . make a fhew of be- 

ing fo wife as really he is: but a fool publi/Ties his igno¬ 
rance, as if he was ambitious that every one ihould know 
he is a fool. 


24. He that taketh 
pains in an honed 
employment, jhall 
take his eafe at lad; 
nay raife himfelf to dominion and power; but he whofe 
floth makes him live by jhirking and deceit, lhall bring that 
toil upon himfelf which he would avoid; when his pover¬ 
ty and villainy have reduced him to be a (lave. 

2 J. Heavinefs in the heart of 25. Anxious cares 
man maketh it (loop : but a good andfolicitudehow to. 

mrdmaketh it glad. de P reIs th L e 1 P*" C 

0 of a man, orherwilc 

magnanimous: but the kind and incouraging difcourfes of 

a Friend (much more the gracious promiles of GodJ ereft 

it, nay make it glad. 26, The 


14. The band of the diligent Jhall 
tear rule: but the flothful (hall be 
under tribute. 
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26. The righteous is more ex- 2 6. As in other 
cellent than bis neighbour : but things, Co in this, a 
tbe way of the wicked fedmth 

them * his neighbour, that he 

doth not delude himfelf with vain hopes \ nor rails his end, 
as the wicked doth in all his defigns. 


27. The flothfuS man roafieth 
not that which he took in bunting: 
but the fubftance of a diligent man 
is precious. 


27. There is no¬ 
thing more vile than 
a lazy fellow that 
lives by cheating; 
who, if he catch, ftiall 
not be able to keep his prey: but he is a valuable man, who 
by honeft diligence getteth wealth \ which fliall durably 
remain with him. 

28. In the way of righteoufnefs 28. Truegoodnels 

is ///<?; and in the 'path-way thereof k^s unto endlds 

there is no death . ‘ profpenty and happi- 

nels: nor is there any 

one aft ion of vertue that tends to make a man miferablej 
as all manner of wickednels doth* 


CfiAP. XIII. 

ARGUMENT. 

This Chapter begins , as the foregoing did, with an .Ad¬ 
monition about receiving inftruBion and reproof with 
due regard to them ; specially from Parents , who can¬ 
not be thought to. intend any thing , but the good of 
their Children . 

And as he did there , fo here again the Wife man gives 
frefi advice about the government of the tongue, a- 
bout diligence and induftry: and hath feveral ob- 
fervations , not much different from what he made be¬ 
fore, of the advantage which tbe Righteous have of 

the 
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the Wicked in a great many inflances , which are eafie 
to obferve in the Paraphrafe. 

And in the eighth verfe he feems to me to teach cotU 
tentednefs of mind \ by ftewing that the poor have a 
great advantage of the rich in an evil time. Some in¬ 
deed take the fentence quite otherways, cv> if the wife 
man intended to reprefent the great advantage rich men 
have of the poor y in this fence ; a rich man, when he 
fears any evil from his enemies,cart divert it by a fum 
of money: but a poor man when he is threatened , 
dare not flay, but runs away. And others there are 
who go a middle way, and think he intends to fhew , that 
each of them have their advantages of feveral kinds. 
But conftdering the oppofition that is ufual in this 
Book , between one part of the verfe and the other ; this 
feems not to be the meaning: yet I have mentioned it, 
that they who do not take the oppofition to lie cu> 1 
have exprejfed it in the Paraphrafe ; may have their 
choice , and follow which fence they like left. As for 
that of Clemens Alexandrinus L. ///.Psdagog. Cap. 7. 
who thus glojfes upon the former part of the verfe, Idv 
rrKmn fujctt/b'ju <71)ctt, if a man be rich, he fhall be 

laved by giving away to thole in want ; it doth not 
anfwer to the oppofite part of the verfe ; unlefs we jlmld 
interpret it thus: as for the poor, they (hall have no 
rebuke for not giving, becaufe they have nothing 
to give. But Ilook upon this as not genuine ; though 
bis Admonition upon this occafion be excellent , which is 
this: He that earneftly prejfes to go up to heaven mufl 
fittitlriocLv twv evtfjtoiAv , carry about 

with him that good ftaffof beneficence, and by re¬ 
lieving thofe that are afflifted, partake himfelf of 
true reft and refrelhment. 

Which it is impoffible to find any way but in r Jf vertuous 
courfes , as the fifteenth verfe fuggefts to m ; the fence 
of which according to the plain import of the Hebrew 
words, l have exprejfed in the Paraphrafe v Fut as 
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the la ft part of it founds ih our language U will not be 
incongruous , to take the meaning of the whole thws ; If 
a man have undemanding enough to be thoroughly 
good, he will find things favourable to his honeftde- 
fires; but they that take evil courfes meet with great, 
difficulties, and are forced to go backward and for¬ 
ward, and wind and turn every way, to bring about 
their ends, or fave themfelves perhaps from ruin. 

[cj There are feVeral other notable fentences in this Chap¬ 
ter ; upon 1 which , if I jhould enlarge it would be to 
write a Book. The onely two wlffch Melarrfthon jingled 
out for the obftrvation of bis. Scholars , are the one of 
them inv. io. concerning pride. Vpon which he re¬ 
members them of the Greek proverb , ’'o#* » fjuy- 

vu]a.r, A mountain cannot mix with a mountain, /. e. 
two high men will never agree together and of ano¬ 
ther excellent faying among the Latins, Crede- mihi, 
lapere, eft non multum lapere, Relieve me,to bewife, 
is not to be over wile. For they whofe minds are in- 
felled with a vain opinion of themfelves , either cannot 
fee the truth , if it be again ft their thoughts ; or if they 
do y they will not acknowledge it , for fear they fhould 
yield and confefs themfelves overcome . 
f\ll The other is v. 2 ;. the latter part of which he renders 
differently from all that I have read ; there is much 
food in the furrows of the poor, & alii fine modo 
cumnlant; and others heap up without any mea- 
fure, that is, to no purpofe , when a little will fuf 
fice. which Is a wife faying , but not agreeable to the 
Hebrew Text. 

! (hall onely add that as the Chapter begins with an Ad¬ 
monition to hearken to reproof (efpecially from Parents) 
which is repeated againin the middle , v. 13,18. fo it 
concludes ,.(V] in the laft verfe but one , with an advice 
to Parents ; not to Jpdre the rod , if reproof will not do: 
which is but necejfary in very young Children \ becauft 
there u no other means perhaps to make them m * 

t derftani 
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derftand the difference between good and evil, decent and 
ttnfeemly ; but onely to make them f mart for the one , and 
to give them fome fenftble pleafure for the other . Some 
Children , that is, are fo difpofed , that they muft be 
thus treated: and it feems a wonder full piece of vtnfdom 
in the old Lacedaemonians {as Plutarch relates in his 
Laconical In ft itutes) that,out of an univerfal love and 
care for each others good , made it lawful! for any man to 
correct the Child of another per fan, if he faw him doe 
amifs . And if the Child complained of it to his Fa¬ 
ther \ it was lookt upon as a fault in the Father if he 
did not correct him again for making that complaint. 
Such was their confidence in each other , that every man 
being as much concerned for another mans Children as 
for his own,would never doe them any injury , nor unrea- 
fonably check them without caufe . For this is the Cha¬ 
racter Plutarch gives of them ; that they did not as mo¬ 
ther c ities, look every man onely after his own children, 
fervantsand cattel; but every man lookt upon what 
was his neighbours as his own, omc tn maXis* w 
mvum iJVav, that there might be, as 

much as was poflible, a communion among them, 
and they might takecare of what belonged toothers/ 
as if they were their own proper goods. 


I. A J4 r tfe fon heareth his fa- i. A Good Child 
thers infraction: but a will reverent- 

[comer heareth no: rebuke . r f ce | ve . a 5Jr 

both the lmtruction 

and the reprehension of his Father: but there is no hope 

of him, that laughs and lcotfs, when he isadmonifhed or 

chidden for his faults. 

2. A man fall eat good by the 2. He that fpeafcs 
fruit of his mouth: but the foul of well of others, or 
the tranfgreffours fhall eat violence . gives them faithfull 

benefit thereof himfelf: and fo fhall they that perfidioufly 
calumniate or deceive them, fufier themfelves that injury 
which they defired to doe their neighbours, 3. Hr 



Chap. XIII. the PROVERBS. i r s 

3. He that keepeth his mouth 4. It is worth a 
keepeth his life: but he that open - rnan spains to watch 

f ** * *>'. ** d <- cS/ £ 

Jtruttion. ferves every word he 


fpeaks, preferves himfelf from much trouble and danger : 
but he that blurts out every thing that comes into his 
head, not minding what he laich, is in the ready way to 


ruin. 


4. Tl)e foul of the fluggard de- t 4* There is no- 
firetby and hath nothing : but the thing gotten by (loth, 

foul of the diligent [hall be made P ei . r nc L?, n ° r 
f. 0 1 learning; which he 

•' * in vain defires that 

Will not labour for them: but the diligent and induftrious 

ftull never wantfatisfaftion, but enjoy perhaps a greatdeal 

more than he defired. 


5. A righteous man batetb ly- 5* A good man 

ing: but a wicked man is loathforne, p ot onely avoids but 

and cometh to fbame . j m * nn f r ?f 

J falihood, both in 

word and deed: but the wicked delights to abufe others 

with fuch abominable lyes and and frauds, as make him no 

lefs loathfome than a (linking carkafs; and Co contemptible, 

that he dare not fhew his face for fhame. 


6 . Righteoufnefs keepeth him 6. The juftice of 

that is upright in the way: but *11 honeft and up- 

ivickednefs overthrowetb the fin - nght defigns will be a 

lunicient lecunty to 

them: but all wick¬ 
ed contrivances are overthrown by their own iniquity. 

/ 

7. There is that maketh himfelf 7. You will be de- 

rich^yet hath nothing: there is ceived, if you judge 
t hat maketh himfelf poor, yet hath t^ en by the out-* 
treat riches. ward appearance; for 

there are thole, who 
have the Vartity to make a gfeat fhow in the world, when 
they are not worth a farthing: and others, who arefb 
canning as to diflemble their vaft eftates under the garb 
pf poverty, . ?i 

I ^ 8. Thz 
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8 The ranfom of a mans life 8. Rich men are 
are bis riches: but the poor bear- rtot always fo happy 

«*« S ta ffi"“S35l 

fometimes onely ferves to make them accufed of high 
trimes, and then to bring them off with ahugh fum of mo¬ 
ney, which they pay to five their lives: but no body is 
apt to find fault with* the poor, or to bring any charge a- 
gainft them- See Arg. [a]. 


9. The light of the righteous re- 9. The happinefs 

joycetb: but the lamp of the wick- the juft is great 

td (ball be put out. and iHuftnous, like 

J r the light of the fun; 

and^increafe dill to their endlefs joy: but the happinefs of 
the wicked, is weak and dim, like the light of a candle *, 
and will at lad be utterly extinguilhed. 


10. Onely by pride cometh con- 10.They that have 

tentiori : but with the well-advifed an high conceit ot 
is mfdom. them (elves and will 

yield to none, de¬ 
clare theirfolly ; in that they can doe nothing without ftrife 
and contention : but they that are fo humble as to be ad- 
vifed by others, doe all things prudently, ift quietnefs and 
peace. See Arg. [c]. 

ir. Wealth gotten by vanity , if. Wealth ill got- 

fhall be diminished: but he that ga- (hy lying, ga¬ 
ther eth by labour , (hall inertafe . cheating, &c) 

J loon watts away: but 

what is gotten by lioneft labour fwells to a greater heap, 
which moulders not but dill increales. 


11. Hope deferred maketh the 12. The delay ot 

heart fick : but when the dejire that which a man 

cometh , it is a tree of fife. eagerly ex P^s is 

luch an affliction, 

that it differs little from a lingering dileale: but when he 
enjoys ^vhat he hath long lookt tor, it redores him pre¬ 
tend y to his former vigour and liveiinels. 

I j. Whofo defpifeth the word y 13. He that defpi- 
fiall be deflroyed : but he that fear - fts the good admoni¬ 
tions or counfels that 

are 
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eth the commandment, (hall be re~ are given him, is his 
warded own enemy, andde-. 

flroyshimlelf: but he 

that reverently fubmits to the divine commandment makes 
God his Friend, who will reward him for it. 

14. The law of the wife is a 14. Thelnflru&r 

fountain of life , to depart from the ons of a good man 

fares of death. ou | bt tobe as a Lavv 

J to him that receives 

them; for like the water of a perpetual fpring, they are 
mod beneficial: efpecially to preferve him from thofe per¬ 
nicious and deftructive principles whereby too many are 
infnared. 


15. Good underflanilng givefb 14* A prudent, pi- 
favour: but the way of tranfgref- ous an ^ regular be- 
fours is hard. Saviour, is moft ami- 

able and acceptable to 
all men: but the cpnverfotiop of fuch as live by no law but 
their own lulls, like rough way, is grievoufly uneafie. See 
Arg.[ bl 


1 6 . Every prudent man dealeth 16. AU prudent 
with knowledge : but a fool lay eth perions are fo cauti- 

Open his folly. °« s n. 0 * » diferedit 

themfelves, that they 
undertake nothing but with due deliberation, and what 
they underftand : but a fool difeovers his weaknefs to be 
greater than was thought, by rafh medling with matters 
out of his reach. 


17. A wicked mejfenger falleth 17. A Meflenger, 
into mifehief: but a faithfulI aw- or a Minifter, that 

baMour is health. wic J“dIy .betrays his 

trull is fo injurious to 
(his Prince or) him that employs him, that he (hall not 
efcapeajult punifhment: but he that faithfully difehargeth 
this O ffice (healing fuppofe, or preventing differences and 
breaches) procures Tafety to nimlelf, as well as to the per- 
fon that uled his fervice. 


18. Poverty and fame fliall be 18. He that proud- 

to him that refufeth i tilt nation : ly rejefts inftruftion# 

J ‘ J and difdains to be 

I 3 checkt 
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but be that regardeth reproof, (hall cheokt in his lewd 
be honoured . courfes, is likely to 

be a beggar, and ex- 
poled to the publickfcorn: but he that is fo humble as to 
give a due regard to reproof, and to correft his errours, not 
onely gains a juft efteem, but is likely to rife unto dignity 
and hopour. 


19. The defire accomplished is 
foeet to the foul: but it is abomina¬ 
tion to fools to depart from evil. 


19, It is an high 
fatisfa&ion to enjoy 
what we earneftly 
dcfire; butloolshere¬ 


in defeat themlelvesj being Pj wedded to their wickednels, 
that they will not quit it, if rhat muft be the condition of 
their being fo happy. 


. 10. He that ivalketh with wife 20. He that keeps 

men, (hall be wife: but acompani- company with wife 

on of fools lball he deft rayed. 6°od men is like- 

. \ J ly to be fo himfelf; 

t}iat is, tote happy: but he who aflociates himfelf with the 
wicked, ftiall be as certainly ruin’d, as he will be unavoi¬ 
dably infefted with their wickednels. 


II. Evil purfuetp (inners : but 
to the r.igbteom, good frail be re- 
payed. 


21. The wicked- 
nefs of finners purfucs 
them to their unavoi¬ 
dable deftruction : 


and the good which righteous men doe, will infallibly re¬ 
turn into their qwn bpfome, and reward them with many 
bleffings. 


4 g<f°d man leavetb an in¬ 
heritance to his childrens children: 
and the wealth of the [inner is laid 
uf for the juft. 


22. A man that 
doth good with his 
eftate, takes thefureft 
courie to fettle it up¬ 
on his pofterity for 


iqany geperatiops: but the wealth of him, who regards no¬ 
thing but his own fin full lufts and pleafures, fhall be trans¬ 
ferred from his Family unto one that is truly vertuous- 


13. Much food is in the tillage 
of the poor: but there is that is de¬ 
frayed fat want of judgment. 


23. A poor man, 
many times, makes a 
plentifull provifion 
for himfelf and his 
Family. 
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Family, out of a few acres of Land; which he manages ju- 
dicioufly and honeftly: but there is a fort of men, whofe 
larger eftates are wafted; either for want of skill to improve 
their ground, or becaufe they do not pay the hireling his 
wages- See Arg. [d]. 


24. He that fpareth bis rod , 
hatetb bis fort : but he that lovetb 
him chfteneth him betimes. 


24. Fondaffeftion, 
which makes a Paren t 
forbear to chaftife his 
Child for the faults 


that cannot otherways be amended,is no better than hatred; 
for it helps to undo him: therefore he that truly loves his 
child muft not be fo indulgent; but as foon as ill inclinations 
begin to appear, while he is tender and flexible, give him 
early correction as well as admonition, before he nave ac- 
cuftomed himfelf to the doing evil* Sec Arg. [*]. 


25. The righteous eateth to the 2 5. A righteous 
fatisfying of his foul: but the belly man never wants fa- 
of the wicked [hall want. tisfaftion, becaufe his 

and he lives in a temperate ufe ofGods bleflings: but wick¬ 
ed men, lome of them bring themfelves to extreme poverty, 
by their luxury and riot; and others of them are indigent e- 
ven in the midft of thegreateft abundance; becaufe their de- 
Jircs are infatiable, and they never think they have enough. 


CHAR XIV, 

ARGUMENT. 

C a ] As the foregoing Chapter began with a defeription of 
a towardly child , fo this with the Character of a good 
Mother of a family: who by her prudent care makes it 
flourifh ; when a lewd woman throws the houfe (as we 
fiy) out of the windows: for fo the wife man obferves % 
She pulls down the houfe with her own hands, that 
if, ruins the family without any other help . There 
needs no more than a bad wife to undo a fa^ 
mily. 

I 4 0 >] 4 
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[b] A little after this (v. 4. ) there follows an Admoniti¬ 
on for the pian without doors , as here for the woman 
within ; that he do not neglett his husbandry. Of which 
Oxen, every one knows , were the principal inflruments : 
being not onely employed in that Country (as they are 
here) in plowing the groitnd y and carrying home the 
crop\ but alfo in treading out the corn. The firength 
alfo of the Ox (which is here mentioned) is celebrated 
in all Authors: and thence Bulls arc called Abbarim, 
i. c . robuft, among the Hebrews ; who were very care- 
full about the breeding of thefe moft profitable creatures . 
It is not my bufmfs to inquire after the difference be - 
turn Alaphijn and Sor (which we render here, in 
this lAerft, by the fame Englijh word) but certain it 
is, they ate ufed promtfcuoufy for either fex ; and 
the latter without any refpeci to age : though mofi 
commonly it fignifies one grown to maturity t which we 
call an Ox. 

[c] Vpon the next Verfe but one (v, 6.) the Lord Bacon 
(in bis VLL Book of the Adv. of Learning, Chap. 2.) 
hath made this uftfull glofs, He that comes to feek af¬ 
ter knowledge, with a mind to fcom and cenfure, 
fhall be fure to find matter enough for his humour, 
but none for his inftruftion. One reafon of which is y 
that this humour of deriding all things , fprings from a 
great pride and cohceit of their own wit, which difpofes 
them to feek for Wifdom not from others , but wholly 
from themfdves : and fo (m the Wife man obferves) 
they are not likely to find it , where it is not to be had. 
When be that attributes lefs to himfelf and hath the 
humility to liften to infiruHion , in a Jhort time attains 
great wifdom: l cannot wholly omit the bpinioii 0/Jan- 
fenius; who thinks the Wife man means , that he . who 
hath accufiomed himfelf to laugh at all wholefome coun- 
fel % an d in fome fir eight of other begins to think what is 
befi to doe, commonly finds himfelf at fuch a lofs y that be 
cannot fee his way cut of it. And it may be applied to 

* thofe 
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tbofe alf\ who having mockt at Religion all their 
days, at laft delire to underftand it; but can¬ 
not , through their own inveterate indifpofition 

to it. 

[d] In the next Verfe 1 have joyned tbofe two fences to - 
get her , which it may have according to the different ac- 
ceptionof the word Minneged ftgnifying either before, 
or from before. 

Le] The next I v 8 .) I take to be that , which the Lord 
Bacon, minding the fence rather than the words, thus 
tranjlates (Advancement of Learning B. VIII. C. i. 
Farab. 30. Prudens advertit ad greflus fuos, ftultus 
divertit ad dolos. Which his Englijh tranflator (who 
ref errs this to XXVII. Prov. 12. which is quite to ano¬ 
ther purpofe) reads thus , A wile man is wary of his 
way, a cunning fool feeks evafions. Vpon which that 
Lord thus defcants: <l There be two forts of Wifdom, 
44 the one true and found, the other counterfeit and 
u falle: which laft Solomon doubts not to call folly. 
44 He that applies himfelf to the former , takes heed 
• c to his own ways and footings , fore feeing dangers, ft u- 
4C dying remedies , ufing the ajfiftance of good men, and 
41 fortifying himfelf againft the wicked: wary how he 
41 enters upon a bufinefs ; and not unprepared for a re- 
41 treaty and how he may come off handfomely : attent 
11 upon adv ant age s y courageous againft impediment s,witb 
■ l innumerable other things , that relate to the go- 
44 vernrnent of his own ways and aft ions. But that 
41 other kind of Wifdom is made up altogether of faU 
4< lacies, and cunning devices ; and relies wholly upon 
44 hopes of circumventing others , and framing them 
44 as be lift himfelf. This Wifdom the Parable rejeBs 
44 not onely as wicked, but as foolifh. For firft, it is 
44 not in the number of things, which are in our own pow~ 
44 er, nor is it dire&ed by any conftant rule ; but new fir a - 
H tagems mull be every daydevifed, the old failing and 
44 growingufelefs . And, fecondly, as foonas ever a man 

44 bath 
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11 hath got the name, and the opinion of a cunning craf 
Cl ty companion , he hath deprived himfelf utterly of 
4t the principal inftrument for the management of hk 
€; affairs, « Truft: /;r will find by ex- 

cC perienee all things to go crofs to his defires. For, 
,l laftly, thefe arts and jhi fits, how ever they promife 
14 fair, and much pleafe finch tu praftife them, yet they 
11 are commonly fruflrated, irfc/VA is worfe,end fad - 

<c /?. Which Tacitus w^Z/ obferved in thefe re¬ 
markable words, Confilia callida fe audacia, expefta- 
tionelaeta, traftatudura, eventutriftia. u Crafty and 
11 audacious counfels, are joy full in the expectation, dif- 
u ficult in the management, and fad in the event . 

Cf] There is the fame difficulty in the $tb verfe that was 
in the feventh : For the nwdjaliz is tr an fated by fame 
mock, by others excufe; and fo (befides what I have com¬ 
prehended in my Paraphrafe) there may be this fence of 
the words ; Fools endeavour to make handfome apo¬ 
logies for their faults, and to find out colourable ex- 
cufes > but upright men freely confefs them, and ea- 
fily grant a pardon for them, and make up the diffe¬ 
rence which they raife in a friendly manner. Or if we 
retain the acception of mocking, this may be the fence of 
the verfe ; Foolslaugh and jeer at thofc who have com- 
mi tteda fin: but good men pity them, and by kind re¬ 
proofs feek their amendment. I know not how other- 
ways to make out the oppofttion, which is ufual between 
one part of the verfe and the other, unlefs we ebufe to 
take it thus ; That when fools offend God in the 
higheft manner, they make nothing of it: but if 
flood men in the leaft offend, they prefently beg his 
pardon and feek his grace and favour. The former part 
of the [entente alfo may be inverted , and make this plain 
obvious fence ; which is as natural as any : Sin will ex- 
pofe thofe to fcorn, who are fo foolifti as to commit 
it: And then the latter part is as plain ; But the up¬ 
right will have favour both with God and man. A 
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good Admonition to them that make a mock of fin ; which 
will in time make a mock of them , and expofe them as 
ridiculous fools . 

Lgl Some take the next ( verfe io J to be an Admonition 
to a prudent man y that he fhould conceal both his grief 
and his joy; and keep them to himfelf But it is rather 
an advice to every one y not to cenfure too heavily the 
pajfions of grief or of joy in others ; becaufe the caufes 
of them may be unknown to us. Or we may look upon 
the former part of the Verfe , as an admonition to thofe 
that are at safe \ not to cenfure too fevcrely the com¬ 
plaints of thofe that are in pain or trouble : and the 
latter pan as an admonition to fuch as are delivered 
from trouble , to be more thankful 1 than any one can 
exhort them to be, becaufe they belt know what 
reafon they have for it 

£ h ] The next Verfe but one (v. 1 1 .) is the onely fentence 
which Melanfthon/w’tff/ out to his Scholars, as moft re¬ 
markable in this Chapter. Which he takes to be an Admo¬ 
nition of the weaknefs and blindnefs of mens judgment , 
and all humane counfels : which miftake lamentably , and 
lead men frequently into ruin. According to that faying 
ofSimonidesro & tuH amJ^a^Hiows and 

feeming appearances do violence to Truth, Or truth 
is forced to give way to the mere (how of it; and that 
other, 7 *)K^&k4 thk tufplw e£<tm7w’ iJicu, fliadows too 
oft cheat us of the reality. Againft which there is no 
remedy , but the word of God y and invoking his direBi - 
on : according to fuch fayings as thefe y Thy word is a 
light to my feet, &c. Commit thy way unto the Lord, 
andtruftinhim,and he will bring it to pals. This (hall 
be your wifdom, to walk in my precepts, Deut. IV. 

D] And as fume are deceived by their own counfels , fo o- 
tbers by the counfel of flatterers ; if they be fofimple as 
to believe every one that pretends to kindnefs y v. i y. 
Where Bochartus notes very appofitely y that as prudence 
without limplicity degenerates into craft; fo fimpli- 

city 
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city without prudence, is no better than mere fatu¬ 
ity. 

C k] like manner the wife man obferves , v. 2;. that 
talking without doing is vain ; and to no purpofe \ but 
finely to be a cover perhaps for Idlenefs. As the Lord 
Bacon. (Advanc. of Learning, B. VI 1 L C. 11. Parab. 
18 .) glojjes upon that Verfe in thefe words: u Solomon 
u here feparates the fruit of the labour of the tongue, 
iC and of the labour of the hands, as if want was the 
4t revenue of the one y and wealth the revenue of the 
ct other. For it commonly comes to pafs , that they 

44 who talk liberally , bo aft much , and promife mighty 
41 matters , are beggars *, and receive no benefit by their 
44 brags or by any thing they difcourfe of. Nay y rather 
tl for the moft part fuch men are not induftrious and 
14 diligent in thpir employment \ but one ly feed and fill 
44 themfelves with words , as with wind. Certainly as 
lC the Poet fays , Qui filet, eft firmus, He that is confci- 
44 ous to bimfelf of proficiency in I. is endeavours , con- 
44 tents bimfelf with inward applauft in his own hreaft , 
14 and holds bis peace: but be who knows within him* 
44 fclf that he onely bunts after vainglory , and bat b no* 
44 thing elfe to live upon, talks abundantly , and reports 
44 wonders unto others. 

There are feveral other remarkable things in the reft of the 
Chapter ; but this Preface is already fo long y that I 
(hallonely touch upon one , verfe 34. 

Where they feemtometo have tranjlatedthe Hebrew 
moft exactly, who take the word Cbefed in the ordinary 
fence ofit y for mercy or clemency ; not for reproach, 
which it never fignifies unlefs y perhaps % once y Lev. 
XX. 17. of which there may be a juft doubt made. As 
for the Ghattaah, nobody doubts but it fgnifies a fin- 
offering, as well as fin; yet , with refpeti to our tran - 
flat ion,1 have endeavoured to expreft both fences of thofe 
two words in my Paraphrafe . 
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i. in Very wife woman buildeth 
Fi her koufe ; but the foolifh 
flucketb it down with her hands , 


i. LIE hath a great 
^ A Treafure, who¬ 
mever he be,that hath 
a wife and vertuous 


wife; for flie alone by her diligence and prudent adminiftra- 
tion, is able to raife her family, and increafe its riches and 
reputation: But fhe that is foolifh, and void of goodnefe, 
Ly her negligence, ill management, and luxury, without 
any other afnftance, will lay it low, and waft all that hath 
been gotten by her predeceflourscare. See Arg, [4]. 


a. He that walketh in his up - He tlutfincere- 

rigbtnefi, feareth the LORD: |y difclurges he duty 

but he that is perverfe in bit ways, J” pi ^ l j ns °* 
defpifab him. his life, hath a due re- 

J gard and reverence 

to the Lord; from which all vertue flows: but he that cares 
not what he doth, fo he do but fatisfie his own lulls and paf- 
fions, lives in a profane contempt of his Majefty ; which is 
the very fountain of all wickednefs. 


3. In the mouth of the foolifh is 3* A fool is fo in* 
a rod of pride: but the lips of the foknt that he bold- 

wife [hall preferve them , ^ calumniates and 

wounds the reputa¬ 
tion of others, though it come home at laft, with a terrible 
back-blow, upon himfelf: but wife men are carefoll of their 
words, not to offend, much left abule, the meaneft per- 
fbn; and thereby they remain in fafety. 

4. Where no Oxen are, the crib 4. If the fields lie 

is clean: but much increafe is by the fallow and be negle- 
ftremh of the Ox, &ed, a famine muff 

needs follow: but 
good husbandry bellowed upon them, makes great plenty. 
See Arg. 

5. A faithfullwitnefs will not lye: 5. A perion of in* 

but a falfe witnefs wilt utter lyes . tegrity will not bd 

prevailed withall, ei¬ 
ther for fear or favour, to juftifie the leaft untruth: but a 
nian o\ no confcience, who hath accuftomed himfelf to ly- 
ing, cares not how many falfhoodshe teftifies; which heut- 
ters without any difficulty. 6. A 
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6. A [corner feeketh wifdom> and 6. He that feoffs 

findeth it not: but knowledge is ea- and jeers at every 

fie unto him that under(iandetb. in S r ^ s P r 

J hears would be 

thought wife ; but lofes all his pains, which perhaps he 
rakes, to be i'o: When a ferious perfon, who doth not think 
himfelftoo wife to learn,eafily and quickly attains the know¬ 
ledge of things neceflary, andufefullfqr him. See Arg. [r]. 

7. Go from the prefence of a fool- 7,Obferve a fool 

ifh man 7 when tbon perceive ft not in (and a wicked man 

him the lips of knowledge. 19 n 9 better) as dili¬ 

gently as thou plea- 
feft, and thou fhalt never leam any good from him; and 
therefore it is beftto flee the company oHuch peribns, whofe 
diftourfe thou perceived tends to nothing but vice and mif- 
ehief. See Argument \_d ]. 

8 . The wifdom of the prudent is 8. The greateft 

to underftand his way : but the fol- cunning and fubtilty 

h of fools is deceit, that / truly wile and 

, good man ltudies, is 

to underftand what he ought to doe, and what to avoid, up¬ 
on all occasions: but all the skill of wicked men, fuch is 
their folly, lies in cheating tricks, and in deviling arts of 
circumvention and deceit. See Arg. [ e ]. 


9, Pools make a mock at fin: but 9. Lewd men, as 

among the righteous there is fa - if it were but a (port, 
■VOW. « re •«* what injury 

they do their neigh¬ 
bour, and when they have done, laugh at thofe that talk 
to them of making farisfaftiori: but among men exaftly 
vertuous there is nothing but good will, which makes them 
live without offence, or prefently reconcile themfelves to 
thofe they have offended. See Arg. [/]. 

10. The heart knoweth his own 10. No body can 

bitternefs ; and a ft ranger doth not know what another 
intermeddle with his joy. rufiers, i° well as he 

is privy to the greatnefs of that joy, which fprings from the 
happy conclufion of his fufferings. See Arg, [g ]. 
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11. Tfw houfe of the wicked{hall 11. Men of fincere 

be overthrown: but the tabernacle integrity are happier 

of the upright fhallflomjh. ^wickK 


in their palaces: For, when the great and potent families 
ofthofe wicked men are over-turned, the defpicable family 
of the fincerely pious lhall flourifh and grow llluftrious. 


12. There is a way which feem- 12* Examine eve- 

eth right unto a man: but the end f 7 thing ftriftly and 

thereof are the ways of death. impartially, and be 
J ' 1 not led merely by 

thy appetite: for that makes many aftions feem innocent^ 

which in the ifliie prove deadly deftruftive. See Arg. f h\ 


i;. Even ; .n laughter the heart 13. Do not think 
is forrowfull; and the end of that that every one that 

mirth is heavinefs . laughs is merry,^ or 

that prorule and im¬ 
moderate joy is true pleafure; for it leaves the heart more 
heavy and fad afterwards, efoecially when the mind re¬ 
flects upon it: Nay, fuch is the vanity of this prefent life, 
there is no jov without a mixture of forrow; which oft-times 
treads fo clofe upon its heels, that it immediately follows. 


14. The back-flider in heart 14. He that, to a- 
fhail be filled with his own ways: void a danger, revolts 

man (hall be fetisfied frona thofe vertuous 

courfes, unto which 
he knows he ought 
to have adhered, fliall bring upon himfelf mifery enough, 
by his own deviies: But a truly good man is^ even in this, 
farfuperiourtohim, that, though he fhould fuffer, his own 
integrity and the clearnefs and quietnels of his confcience, 
gives him abundant (atisfa&ion. 


and a good 
from himfe{ 


15. The ftmple believeth every 
word : but the prudent wmlooketb 
well to his going . 


13. It is a mark of 
great fillinefe to be 
credulous; thatis,to 
take all thofe for 


friends who make profeflion of it, and eafily to follow eve¬ 
ry ones advice: for a prudent man is fefpicious, and pro¬ 
ceeds cautioufly; examining, before he truft; and confide- 
ring well, before he doe as he is advifed. See Arg, [*]. 

1 (is A 



118 A Paraphrafe oh Chap. XIV. 

I 6 j A wife man ftareth, and t 16. A wife man be- 
departetb from evil: but the fool tog admonifhed of 
ragHb t and is confident . hiserrour, and of his 

J danger, is afraid of in- 

curring the divine difpleafure; and indantly darts back from 
that evil way, into which he was entring, or wherein he 
wasingaged: but a fool dorms atthofethat would dop him 
in his courfe, and proceeds boldly and (ecurely to his ow n 
ruin. 

17. He that is foon angry, deal- 17* Hewhofe an- 

etb foolifhly: and a man of wicked g er ' s prefently kind- 

devices is bated. breaks out 

when he is onendea, 

may doe fuch things, when the fit is upon him, as none but 
afpol would be guilty of; but he is nothing fo bad as him. 
who, fuppreflmg his wrath, lets it boil in his bread, ana 
deliberately contrives how to take a cruel revenge: for mod 
men are inclined to pity the weaknefs of him that is ha* 
fty, but this mans wickednefs is odious, and execrable un¬ 
to all. 


18. The fimple inherit folly: but 18. Inconsiderate 

the prudent are crowded with know - men never leave 

their folly, till they 
6 * feel the wofu 11 effects 

of it: but they who are cautious and advifed will heartily 
embrace all the means oflndru&ion, and endeavour to ar¬ 
rive at the perfection of knowledge; which w ill prove a An¬ 
gular ornament and glory to them. 


19. The evil bew before the good: 19. Evil doers had 

and the wicked at the gates of the bed not be infolent 
righteous . to their profperity ; 

for they may not 
onely be brought low, but have been feen to humble them- 
felves before the face of thofe good men, whom they had 
opprefied: the mod impious of them, that duck at nothing 
which wouIdTupport them in their wickednefs, have been 
forced to wait as humble fupplicants at the gate of that jud 
man (whom they defpifed and abuled) and implore his 
favour, and relief. 
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20. The poor is bated even of 20. There is litrle 
bis own neighbour : but the rich ^ nc f re kindnels left 

hath marry friends . In r " e ; for if 

y J a man fall into po¬ 

verty, his near neighbour, nay, even he that profefled friend- 
fhip to him before, not onely forfakes him, but hates his 
company: but if a man grow very rich (let it be by what 
means it will) there are many that before took no notice 
of him, who will pretend to love him; nay, the greafeft 
perfons offer him their favour. 

21. He that defpifeth his neigh- 21. But let fuch 

bour y (innetb: but he that hath mer - men know that it is 
cy on the poor, happy is be. \ greater fin than 

fliall befeverely puniflied, to over-look their poor neigh¬ 
bour, and deny him their charitable relief: which whofoe- 
ver corapalTionately affords him, not onely doth a good 
deed, but fliall be amply rewarded for it. 

22• Do they not err that dev ife 22. Need I tell 

evil f but mercy and truth fliall be y° u ( when j* is , fo 
to them that dev ife good, known a ti 11 try that 

J * they mils their end, 

and do but contrive their own ruin, who carry on mifchie- 
vous defigns aeainfl the innocent? But they that take the 
fame pains to Rudy how to doe men good, fhail never fail 
of that bountifull reward, which is lecured to them by the 
faithfull promile of God. 

25. In all labour there is profit : 2 j. If a man take 

but the talk of the lips tendeth one- pains in any honed 
ly to penury . employment,though 

never fo mean, it 
will bring him in fome profit: but to fpend ones time in 
talking onely, and perhaps boafting what he can doe, tends 
to nothing, but to make a man a beggar. See Arg. IkJ* 

24. The crown of the wife is 24. Riches are a 
their riches : but the foolijhnefs of Angular advantage 
foots is folly. md r ornament to a 

wile and vertuous 
man, who knows how to ufe them: but luch[i$the folly of 
wicked men, that their Wealth makes them the more vile, 

K and 
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And onely gives them the greater means to fhow what fence- 
lefs fools they are. 

25. A true witnefs deliveretb 25. An upright 

fouls: but a deceitfull witnefs man will not fear to 

ipeaketh lyes . ! nc [ a !?? er himfelf in 

Jr jumfying the truth,to 

lave the lives of thote that are falfly accufed: but faife and 
deceitftill men boldly pour out lyes and calumnies, though 
thereby they deftroy the innocent. 

2 6 . In the fear of the LO RD 26. A religious care 
is ftrong confidence and bis chil- t0 pleafe the Lord in 
dren jha 'u have a place of refuge. things , gives a 

lution, and the ftrongeft confidence offecurity and protefti- 
onin all dangers: And his children after him may flee to 
God for lafety j and hope to tare the better for their pious 
father's fake. 

27. The fear of the LORD is 27, There is no- 

a fountain of life, to depart from thing makes a man 

the fares of death. ,,v <; [° comfortably 

J 1 and happily as this 

Religious care to avoid every thing offenfive to his Maiefty: 

which like a perpetual Spring, gives endlefs fatisfaftion; 

and diverts a man from thofe'dangerous ways, wherein o- 

t hers are intangled to their utter dellru&ion. 

28. In the multitude of people 28. The honour 

is the kings honour ; but in the ar (d fplendour of a 
want of people is the definition of depends up- 

the or Jr on the multitude , 

™ P wealth and ftrength 

of his Subjects; whom therefore he ought tocherifh: tor 
if they be waded by unneceflary Wars, or forced into other 
Countries by oppreflion and unjud exaftions, it proves the 
ruine of his Kingdom. 

29. He that is flow to wrath, is 29. He declares 

of great under(landing: but he that himfelf to be a great 

is bafty offpirit, exalteth folly. mai ? > an ^ t0 abound 
J J L with prudence, who 

is ilot toon provoked to anger, by reproaches or ill u- 
fage: by which if* man be haftily inflamed, he expoles 

his 
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his folly, and makes it apparent to every body. 

30. A found heart is the life of 3 °* 1 here ls . no ~ 

tin fielh : but envy, the rottennefs thing conduces more 

to health and happi- 
°f the bones. ne f s , than a quiet, 

gentle and contented mind: but envy, and fuch like fret- 
full pa (lions, is as miferable a torment and confuming dif 
eafe, as rottennefs in the bones. 


31. He that opprejfeth the poor , 31« He that de- 

reproacbetb bi* Maker: but be that frauds or oppiefles 

honoureth him , hath mercy on the the poor,forgers God, 
. who can reduce him 

® to the lame conditi¬ 

on ; nay, affronts his Majefty, who hath promifed' to be 
the Defender of fuch helplefs people: therefore vvhofoever 
hath any refpeil to God, will be fo far from injuring, 
that he will fliew mercy and doe good to him that is 
needy. 


31. The wicked is driven away 32. When a wick- 
in bis wickednefs: but the righteous ^ tnan into ca- 
hath hope in his death . lamity, his heart fails 

him, and he is driven 
away from all his confidences, like the chaff before the 
wind, by the conference of his own wickednds: but a righ¬ 
teous man is not difmaid in the greareft dangers j but re¬ 
mains fteady and confident, even in death itfelfr 


3 3 . IVifdom refleth in the heart 33* A prudent per- 
of him that hath underftanding : f° n makes no unfea- 
but that which is in the midft of f° na hle demonftrati- 

foohy is made known . ? n , . Wildom; 

but lets it lie quiet 
in his own mind, till there be a fitting opportunity to doe 
good with it: whereas fools cannot contain chemtelves, but 
prefently vent whatfoever they know, though never fb 
ftnall, in every company whereinto they come. 

34. Right eoufnefs exalt eth a na- 34^ JuRice and Pi- 

tion : but fin is a reproach to any ety raile a Nation to 
people. the higheft degree of 

profperity and glory, 
K 2 efpc- 



i)% A Paraphrafe on Chap. XV. 

efpetially when mercy, humanity and kindnels, even unto 
ftrangers and enemies, is joyned with them: which paci¬ 
fies the divine anger, and turns away many calamities; 
which the contrary fins bring down upon a people, till they 
make them vile and miferaSle. See Arg. [/]. 


55. The kings favour is toward 35. A prudent and 
a wife fervant: but bts wrath is dextrous Minifter of 

againft him that caufeth (home. ft^ds hL^ufinefi* 

and is faithful! in it, muft needs be very acceptable to his 
Prince: whole anger nothing more provokes, than one 
who regards not his Mailer's honour, but by his ill manage¬ 
ment, difgraces his government, and brings all things into 
confufion. 


CHAP. XV. 
ARGUMENT. 

This Chapter begins with that Aphorifm, which Qa] 
the Lord Bacon (Advancement of Learning. B.VIIL 
Ch. i.) hath fet in the front of all thofe y which he 
hath culled out of this Book ; for an example of that 
fort of wifdom which, is to be exercifed in lufinefs y up¬ 
on various occaftons. And he applies it particularly 
to a mans behaviour towards a Prince or other great 
V erf on, when he is angry with him. “ Two things t 
“ faith hc y Solomon advifes in this cafe : the one is 
i( that an Anfwer be made; the other , that it be 
i( loft. The firft of which contains three precepts . 
(< T'wft that you beware of a fad and fullen filence , 
“ which either charges the fault wholly upon yourfelves; 
“ or impeaches your Mafier .! of injuflice y as if his 
li ears were not open to a juft defence. Secondly , 
4< that you beware of delaying the Anfwer, and of 
! c craving longer time for your defence: becaufe tbst 

“ thinly 
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V plainly betrays you are devifing fame cunning and 
lc counterfeit Apology , having no prefent Anfwer . 
lt Thirdly that by all means an Anfwer be made : 
u an Anlwer I fay, not a mere confeflion or lubmifli- 
“ on; but with fome fpr inklings of an excufe let fall 
11 here and there. For it is not fafe to bear your feIf 
u otherway s, unlefs you have to deal with very gene- 
“ rous and noble difpofitions , which are rare. But 
91 then, this Anfwer (which is the fecond and princi- 
“ pal thing here advifed) mufl be very foft and tern - 
€t per ate , not har[h and peremptory: for that will 
li make the buftnefs worfe than if it had never been 
“ meddled with at all', and increafe that wrath 
11 which you Jhould ftudy to appeafe. 

Melanfthon alJo } 1 find, inhis fhort LeBures upon this 
Book , commends this Leffon very much to his Scholars : 
but looks upon it as a general precept for the preferva- 
tion of peace , and avoiding unnecejfary contentions ; 
which arife out of pride , ambition , morofity of nature, 
emulation , wrath , fuperftition ; which move men ei¬ 
ther to give ill words, or to return worfe to thofe that 
are given them ; endeavouring to overcome by Jharp- 
nefs and bitternefs , not by lenity and moderation. And 
the truth is , the Hebrew word we tranflate anfwer, 
fignifies as well what is firjl faid , as the reply to it. 
So that Solomon here gives this caution , that we 
Jhould not think it enough , not to begin ftrife and con¬ 
tention ; but if others begin it, we jhould not conti¬ 
nue it by rough anfwers ; but endeavour to make an end 
prefently, by mollifying the matter ; and yield much 
for the common tranquility s fake. And he thinks it 
is a precept of the fame nature , with that of Pythago^ 
ras, Stir not up fire with a fword : and commends 
tbefe excellent verfes of Euripides. 

k * 
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Avo7 v S**n?K 

x O fxi dvTil&vav 7W$ Koptf <ro<p&7l&S' 

r And next to this precept be commends to bis Scholars [_b"] 
that in v.8. which is all that he glojfes upon in this 
Chapter: And thinks it is a caution againft refting in 
ceremonious worlhip, without moral vertue. Con¬ 
cerning which he fays fo many things , ufefull for thefe 
prejent times , that I cannot but here give the fum of 
them . 

There are three forts of works , faith be> mentioned by 
the Prophets , concerning ceremonies, and concerning 
moral vertue, and concerning faith. For the firft of 
thefe , ceremonies or external ftgns ; God inftituted 
fome for two caufes. Firft, that they (hould be figns of 
the promifes. Secondly, that they jhould be the nerves 
of the publick Congregation: becaufe God would not have 
his Church be hid in obfcurity y but be confpicuotts and 
difcerned from other nations , voce &: ceremoniis. But 
here we mufl prudently confider y bow ceremonies are 
to be ufed y becaufe men are prone to falfe worjhip y 
and efpecially to the abufe of ceremonies • which they 
take for righteoufnefs , and think thereby to merit 
remijjton of fin : which perfwajion fpread it jelf large¬ 
ly among mankind y in the heathen werld y among the 
Pharifaical Jews y and in the Roman Church. Yet the 

wifer heathen themfelves corrected this error , of tripl¬ 
ing to ceremonies , without moral good works. Plato, 
for inftance y faith that God loves Worfhippers , 

* Jputto 7 7lX v d£oVTBi $, et\\‘ ttAttStieL 7lpjLtiv\*4 et^irLd, 

not that can artificially complement him with ge- 
ftures and outward (how’s \ but that in truth honour 
vertue. But the Scripture goes a great deal further ; 
and teaches us alfo to add faith inGodandin our Lord 
JefusChrift Moral good works willplcafe God y when 
done for this end ; not that we may merit thereby re- 
mijfion of fin ; but that we may be obedient to God\ and 

teach 
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teach others to know him , and to celebrate him. And 

then alfo ceremonies, inftituted by God , are pleafing 
to him, when they are done for this end; not to merit 
remiffion : but becaufe they are figns admoniflnng us of 
the promifes, to ftir up our faith ; and likewife becaufe 
they are figna confeflionis, figns of what Religion we pro- 
fefs; and laftly, quia funt nervi congregations, 
they are the nerves whereby the Congregation of Chrifti - 
an people are joined together , and preferved in unity. 
Tbefe true ends, faith he, ought to be underflood by the 
Church , and impious opinions to be removed . And 
for fuch good ends, one would think none flwuld quefti- 
on , much left quarrel with thofe few Ceremonies , which 
our Church hath appointed in God's fervice. 

That this was his opinion alfo, appears in his Commenta¬ 
ries upon ^Fiftieth P/alm : where he faith, that even 
humane Ceremonies are, in fome fort, the nerves of 
dilcipline ; and condemns onely thofe that make them ef¬ 
fectual for theremijjion of fin. But his mind is delivered 
moft fully, in a difeourfe which I find in the Second Vo¬ 
lume of bis Works, concerning the method of preach¬ 
ing : where be diretts Preachers to tell the people in ge¬ 
neral , that all Ceremonies are not to be aboliflied ; 
as appears by this , that then we mufl take away Baptifin 
and the Eucharift. And if any one ask ,, what mufi be 
done with Ceremonies inftituted by man y he anfwers: 
fome of them are necelfary, and therefore mufi be re¬ 
tained; as certain days y in which the word of God is 
taught; and certain rites in the Church, fuch as that of 
finging Pfalrns ; and certain forms of communicating ,&c. 
But there are others not fo necejfary, what mufi be done 
with them ? mufi they be tolerated ? he anfwers, yes; 
& if they be not impious , and if they beufefull: either be* 
caufe they commend Religion to the Vulgar, or they are 
nfirutlive to Children , for whofe fake they were chiefly 
jy £ inftituted. For we fee in fome Churches, 
where there are no Ceremonies left but onely 

K ^ the 
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the Sacraments; that Religion was never fo con¬ 
temptible as it is now. For there u need of exter¬ 
nal (how, which may commend Religion to the Vulgar, 
and make it appear more venerable ; becaufe they can¬ 
not of themfelves fee its magnitude and dignity. 

It is impious alfo, he refolves , to think that all Cere¬ 
monies were inftituted by wicked Popes. No, there 
were forne prudent and holy men, who perceived how 
fupine and dull the minds of the vulgar were ; that they 
would never be fenfible of the dignity and amplitude of 
Religion, unlefs their minds were both awakened and 
deteined by fame reverend folemn Ceremonies \ which 
might help to lift them up, and teach them to admire it . 

Thcfe are his Reafons why all Ceremonies ought not to be a- 
boli[hed ; becaufe fome are commanded ; others necef- 
fary ; and others , that are not, have no impiety in them , 
and are very profitable for weaker minds. Which I 
thought good hereto infert ; becaufe the opinion of fo 
great and wife a Reformer, may weigh much with 
fome perfons who have little regard tom. 

I have been fo long in this, that I mufl but briefly menti¬ 
on two verfes more: upon which the before named Lard 
Bacon hath given fome touches . 

£c] 7 fo firft « v. if. where by a merry heart fo under - 
ftands a good Confcience (Adv. of Learn. B. VII. Ch. i.) 
and thus gloffes . A mind confcious of good intenti¬ 
ons, though fuccefs be wanting, affords truer and pu¬ 
rer joy, and to nature more agreeable, than all that 
this world can furnilha man withall, either for the 
enjoyment of his defires, or the repofe of his mind. 
7 fo words indeed 0/Solomon feem to be larger , and to 
extend unto all that are void of care , anxiety and for - 
row ; but this is a pious fence , and may well be com¬ 
prehended in them. 

f d] The other placets v. 19. the beginning of it: where 
he hath inlarged the fence further , than I have done 
in my Paraphrafe (and the words will bear it) to 

this 
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this purpufe , that (loth in the conclufion, proves la¬ 
borious. u For diligence and [edition* preparation le- 
« vels the way we are to go in any bufinefs ; andre- 
41 moves impediments in our paffage. But he that is 
41 flothfully and puts off all to the laft point of execution, 
i{ muft needs perpetually , at every flep, pafs as it were 
<4 through briars and thorns ; which ever and anon in - 
41 t angle y detain and hinder him in his proceedings . The 
u fame obfervation may be made concerning the Govern- 
“ went o f a Family , wherein if there be due care and 
a providence ufed y all goes on cheerfully ; and as it were 
4t of its own accord , without noife or tumult: but if 
44 tboje be wanting , when fome greater occafton falls 
44 out, all matters throng in to be difpatcbed at once ; 
44 the Servants are in an uproar , the whole houfe rings , 
44 and there is nothing well done in that confujion . 

[ C ] The two verfes before this fome have comeBed ; but 
there is no necejjity of it: though it be a great truth , 
that paffionate men are apt to make difturbance e- 
ven at feafts; which men of temperate fpirits indea- 
vour to appeafe, though affronts be offered them. 
According to that excellent advice of Seneca, Let dif- 
lention begin from others, but reconciliation from 
thee. It is there obferved by Bochartus (L. II de A- 
nimalibus Sacris, Cap . 3 2. Part . 1.) tbat herbs, or as 
fome tranflate it , green pottage, was tbe poor eft ; and 
an Ox put up into a flail and there fatted {or as the 
Talmudifts underftand the phrafe , a crammed Ox) 
the nobleft entertainment in thofe Countries . For it 7 s 
reckoned among the provifm made for the tables of 
Solomon and Nehemiah ; and in the New Tefta- 
mnt y the Marriage provifion which the King made at 
bis Sons Wedding were oxen and fadings, XXL 
Matth. 4. and the fatted calf was brought forth to en¬ 
tertain tbe returning Prodigal . And thus it was tn 
other Countries, as he obferves out of Diofcorides ; 
who notes that Homer never fets any other cheer be¬ 
fore 



138 A Parapbrafe on Chap. XV, 

fore his Heroes but this; no not at Marriages or any 
other meetings : though he introduce Agamemnon of¬ 
ten treating the Princes of Greece. 


I. A Soft anfwer turneth away 1. A Mild , fubroif- 
wrath : but grievous . ^ five and yield - 

words ftir up anger . * n 6 a ^fwer, to him 

who leverely chides, 
pacifies wrath; and prevents the further progrefs of it: but 
(harp, contemptuous and fawey language incenfes it more, 
or raifes a paffion, where there was none before. See Arg. [a] 


2. The tongue of the wife ufeth 2. A wife man 
knowledge aright: but the mouth of gives profitable in- 
fools ponreth out foolifhnefs. ltruftions; and un- 

lpeak lb feafonably and prudently, that it fhall make the 
knowledge he imparts, both acceptable and ufefull: where¬ 
as fools have nothing but filly fluff to utter; or pour out 
their thoughts (o indjfcreetly and confufedly, that they onely 
ferve abundantly to declare their folly. 

1 he eyes of the LOR Dart 3.There is nothing 
in every place y beholding the evil either in heaven or 

and the good. earth , that can , 

the knowledge ot 

God: who is every where; andobferves the raoft lecret mo¬ 
tions and a&ions of men, both good and bad. 

4. A wholfome tongue is a tree 4. He tint skilful - 
of life: but perverfenefs therein is ly employs his tongue 

a breach in the fpirit. *° gjye whoUome in- 

ftruciions, elpecially 
to heal differences and make peace, is an incomparable blef- 
fing to the place where he lives, and makes it a paradife : 
But he that abules his tongue, to poifbn men with ill prin¬ 
ciples, to lye, to calumniate, to make bates, doth molt 
miferably difturb mankind, and ("like a bliting wind) blafts 
all the comforts of their life. 


A fool defpifetb his father s 5• He that regards 

infruBion : but he that regardeth P oc j or rejects the 
reproof is prudent. instruction of his Fa¬ 

ther, or Tutour, oi 

othei 
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other Superiour, whofe love is equal to his Authority, 
will always be a fool : But he that is willing to receive 
even rebukes, from whomfoever they come, and care¬ 
fully obferve them, hath already attained a great degree 
ofwifdom; and prudently confults his own welfare and 
happinefs. 

6 . In the boufe of the righteous is 6, A truly juft and 

much treafure : but in the reve - mercifull man is very 

nucs of the wicked is trouble . [) c 7 whether he hath 

1 little or much; be- 

caufe he is well contented, and what he hath is likely to 

continue in his family: but there is much difquiet and 

trouble in the greateft revenues of the wicked; which can 

neither ftay long with him, nor give him fatisfa&ion while 

he enjoys them. 

7. 7 ‘he lips of the wife difperfe 7. Wife and good 

knowledge: but the heart of the rr ? en are neither en- 

foolilb doth not fo . V /°H S n . or ^P a ^g of 

1 J their pains to difperfe 

their knowledge; which they freely communicate, and di¬ 
ligently propagate unto others: but evil men are fuch fools, 
that either they have nothing to impart, or no heart to doe 
any good with what they have. 


8 . The facrtfice of the wicked is 8. It is impious 
an abomination to the LORD: t0 think to pleafe 

but the prayer of the upright is his God, ^with mere gifts 
J.I- and lacrmces; which 

del, Z ht - when they are pre- 

fented from wicked men, who have no thought of amend¬ 
ing their lives, are abominable to the Divine Majefty; but 
the very prayers of upright men, chough they are not able 
to bring Him any coftly offerings, are exceeding acceptable, 
and prevail for great bleffings from Him. See Arg. [£]. 


9. The way of the wicked is an 
abomination to the LO RD : but 
he hveth him that followetb after 
righteonfnefs. 


9. For the whole 
way of a wicked man, 
his defigns, contri¬ 
vances and courfe of 
life, are all odious and 


abominable to the Lord; which make even his lacrifices 
no better: but He loves him, whole thoughts, affeftions 

and 
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and indeavours, are eameftly bent to an unwearied purfuit 
of piety and vertue. 

i o. Correction is grievow to him io. Sharp and grie- 

that forfaketh the way: and he that vous punifhmenti 

hateth reproof Jhail die . infixed on 

1 him that forfakes the 

vertuous path, in which he began to tread: for he is not 
eafily reclaimed ; becaufe it is unpleafing to him to hear 
of his faults; and in time he hates reproof and then muft 
certainly perifli. 

11. Hell and deftruEiion are be- n. The Lord is 

fore the LOR D\ bow much more perfeftly acquainted 

then the hearts of the children of with things moft hid- 
? J den and lecret to us; 

’ with the grave, the 

infernal places, and things perifhed and quite confumed ; 
how much more therefore with the fouls of all men living 
upon earth, if they have but fo much as an intention, or 
inclination to depart from Him? 

12. A /corner loveth not one n. A prophano 

that reprovetb him : neither will he nian, who makes a 
go unto the wife. mock or God and of 

Religion, loves not to 
argue with himfelf about fuch matters, and hates thofe 
that reprove him: which makes him avoid the acquain¬ 
tance and fociety of wife and vertuous men, for fear he 
Ihould meet with their reprehenrion. 

13. A merry heart maketh a 13. When the mind 

cheerful! countenance : but by for - ? man is inwardly 

row of the heart the fpirit is bro - {^sfied aI ]d full ot 
b Pn l°y> ^ doth good to 

his body too; as ap¬ 
pears in his cheerfull countenance: But when grief and for- 
row leizes on the heart, it dejefts, infeebles and breaks the 
moft couragious fpirit. 

14. The heart of him that bath 14- An intelligent 
nnderftanding feeketb knowledge : man, who is heartily 

but the month of fools feedeth on ’ n ^°Y e wiidom, 
fochihnejf ‘ greedily feeksforlolid 

knowkage: but men 

void 
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void of underftanding gape after, and relifii nothing bue 
frivolous, vain and unprofitable things; which are like meat 
and drink unto them* 


i c. All the days of the afflitted 15. All the daysof 
are evil • but he that is of a merry a P°° r . man are tul * 

far, tat « ««//«>• “bLT'SJ.SSy'T 

when any affliflion befalls him, he be difcontented with 
his condition, and cannot bear with dilappointments: but 
a good heart, and cheerfull Ipirit is a cure tor this; efpecial- 
Jy, a mind confcious to it felf of defigning well, whatfo- 
ever the fuccefe prove, is a perpetual comfort, and a higher 
fatisfa&ion, than the molt delicious banquet of the rich 
and profperous. Sec Arg. fc]. 

16. Better is little with the fear 16, A fmall eftate 
of the LORD , than great trea - with the for of of- 

M mtt *w;<*. 

or any other fin, is much better thanvaft Treafures with did 
quiet and confufion of thoughts; which without a religious 
fcnfe of God) are wont to attend upon abundance of wealth. 


17. Better is a dinner of herbs 17* The meaneft 
where love is , than a flailed ox , and foe, with the love of 

hatred therewith . h, P L that mvites > and 

with agreement a- 

mong the Guefts, is much better than the molt furaptuous 

entertainment of him that hates us; or among thole that 

quarrel and contend, even then when all differences fhould 

be forgotten. ^Arg. 


18. A wrathful'l man ftirreth 18. A man prone 
up flrife: but he that is flow to t? wrath will eafily 

anger appeafeth flrife. difturb the moll 

" t peaceable company, 

being apt to quarrel for very trifles: but a meek and patient 
perfon is lb far from railing ftrife, that he will indeavour to 
compofe it, when he finds it is begun by others. 


19- Tl)e way of the flothfull man 
is as an hedge of thorns: but the 
way oj (be righteous is made plain. 


19. A flothfull 
man, when he hath 
any thing to doe, 
feigns to himlelf moft 
grievous 
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grievous difficulties, which he fanfies, or pretends are im- 
poffible to be overcome: but thofe very things feem eafie to 
the induftry of honeft hearted men; who go on fmoothly 
in their bulinefs, and conquer all impediments* See Arg. [d\. 


lo. A wife fen maketb a glad 20. A pious Son (as 
father: but a foolifb man defpifetb hath been faid before 

hit mother. X. i. and cannot be 

repeated too often ) 
is a great joy to his Parents; efpecially to hfs Father, who 
hopes he will fupport his Name and Family: but a wicked 
man is as great a grief unto them; efpecially to his Mother 
(whole indulgence perhaps makes him more irreverent to¬ 
wards her,) when he bears no regard to her; nay defpifes 
her commands and admonitions, and makes her contemp¬ 
tible unto others. 


21. Folly is joy fahimthat i sde- 21. It is apleafure 

fit tut e of wifdom: but a man of un- (as was alfo faid before 

derflanding walketb uprightly . ^°. a m ( an vo ^ 

x 0 ' of connderation, to 

doe the mod abfurd and wicked things: but he that un* 

derftands himfelf, not onely direfrs his thoughts, and takes 

the greateft care, to live orderly and regularly; but feels it 

to be his higheft fatisfaflion. 


22. Without connfel, purpofes 
are difappointed : but in the multi¬ 
tude of coanfeEors they are efia- 
blijhed. 


22. The necefhty 
likewife of prudent 
Councilors is fit a- 
gain to be repeated 
(XI, 14J for it they 


be wanting, the bed defigns are likely to mifcarry: but 
where there are a multitude of wife and vertuous men con- 
fulting for the public* good, they will eafily compafs any 
thing; by fordeeing all difficulties, and providing againit 
them. 


2 3 . A man hath joy by the anfwer 23. And it is a great 

of his mouth: and a word fpoken in pleafure to a man to 

due feafon, how good is it ? P‘, ve wholfome corn- 

0 fel; and a greater to 

fee the good fuccels of it: but the greateft ofall(aninex- 
prelTtble p!eafure)both to himfelf and others,to have given it 
16 fealonably, that a bufinefs was eafily effe 61 bed by it, which 
had not been done without it. 24. T* c 
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24. The way of life is above to 24. The way to ba 

the wife , that he may depart from perfettly happy, a 

hell beneath. truly wife man fees, is 

to raile his thoughts, 

1 defires and hopes above this earth, and to have refpett to 
1 God in all hisaftions: which will make him truly noble 
i and great; and preferve him both from all mean and bafe 
I pra&ices, and from the mod horrid dangers here, and utter 
1 deftruftion hereafter. 

2f. The LORD will defiroy 25. Truft not in 

l the houfeof the proud: but he will riches and power, but 

1 eftablifh the border of the widow. ™ 6*f at Eord of 
J J J the world, who pot 

lefles and difpofes all things; for He will overturn the Fa¬ 
mily of haughty men (who forgetting him, trample upon 
their inferiors) though never fo ftrondy fupported; but 
will preferve the poor Widow, who hath no helper, in her 
right; when fuch infolent perfons invade it. 

26. The thoughts of the wicked 26. For the Lord 

are an abomination to the LORD: abhors all wicked de- 

but the words of the pure are plea - ”6 ns > an ^ mifehie- 

vous contrivances: 

’ but the kind conful- 

tations and difcourfesof fuch, as feek the welfare and com¬ 
fort of others,are no Ids pleafing to Him than they are pure. 

27. He that is greedy of gain y 27. He that is fb 

troubleth bis own houfe \but he that B ree dy of money, 

batetb gifts (hall live. * hat he c . are ? n n ot h °w 

* J he gets it, mftead ot 

raifing his Family, confounds it: but he that hateth bribes, 
and all unlawfull ways of gain, dull profper, and conti¬ 
nue it. 


28. The heart of the righteous 28. A ^ood man 

ftndkthtoanfwer : but the mouth of thinks it is foone- 

the wicked ponreth out evil things. n ? u ^ L , t0 fpeak, 
1 wgen he is askt about 

a Im/inefs; and deliberates within himfelfto fpeak no¬ 
thing that is not to the purpofe: but bad men are rafh and 
forward to utter their mind; and generally doe more hurt 
than good. 

19. The 
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19. The LORD is far from 29. The Lord is 
the wicked: but he hearetb the far giving any 

prayer of the righteous. regard to the wicked, 

r whole bufinefs it is to 

doe evil* though they implore his favour: but fends good 
men help, when they pray unto him, as readily as they were 
wont to fend relief to others. 


jo. The light of the eyes rejoy- 3 °* It is a wonder 

ceth the heart : and a good report {^ll pleafure to be- 

maketb the bones fat. ^ >e / aut1 ' 

full works of God, 

which prefent themfelves to our eyes: But nothing gives 

fuch intimate fatisfaftion, and makes a man fo cheerfull 

in well-doing* as to hear a fair report of his own honeft 

actions; or to receive the good news of the well-doing of 

other vertuous men. 


31. The ear that heareth the 3 1 - He that lends 

an attentive ear to 
wholfome reproof, 
and is obedient to it, 
is to be numbered among the wife; and fliall at laft be able 
to give good inftru&ions unto others. 

32.Andwhofoever 
he be that refufeth, 
much more that con- 
temneth, fuch inftru- 
ftions and reproofs, 
he fets his own Soul at naught; and defpifeth the means ot 
his fafety: but he that diligently hearkens to it, knows 
what* good for himfelf; and keeps his Soul from being 
loft for want of underftanding, 

% The fear of the LO RD is 33. A brief Inftitu- 

the inftruttion of wifdom ; and be- tion of W ifdom and 
fore honour is humility . Vertue is this, to have 

. an awful 1 fenfe of 

God; with a devout affe&ion to Him, and fear to of 
fend Him: And as this is the beft difpofition for Wif 
dom; fo humility, and patient fubmilfion, in a low con¬ 
dition, is the belt preparation for honour and preferment. 


32. He that refufeth inftruffi - 
on, defpifeth his own foul: but he 
that heareth reproof getteth under- 
flanding . 


reproof of life * abidetb among the 
wife . 


CHAP. 



Chap. XVI.; the PROVERBS. 


* 4 ? 


CHAP. XVI. 


ARGUMENT. 

£a] This Chapter begins with a moft neceffary obfervati- 
on y which a good man ought alway to have in his mind 
( for which caufe it is repeated: with little dijference 7 
twice more in this very Chapter # v. 9, 52. and again 
Chap. XIX ai.) the fence of which our Truncation 
feems to have miffed. For it afcribes both the Prepa¬ 
ration of the heart, and the Anfwer of the tongue, 
unto the Lord (which is true in this regard , that 
without Him we can do nothing) whereas the Hebrew 
words run plainly thus , Man hath the difpofing of the 
heart, he may } with God's leave and common afftftance y 
intend , propound , refolve within himfelf , what he 
will fay and doe : but that he fhall be able to utter 
things in that order he hath premeditated ; or, if he be 
able, fhall attain the end of his deliberation, and eloquent 
fpeech ; is more than he can undertake ; for that is as 
the Lord p]ea(etli. This feems to me to be better opened 
by Melandthon than any one I have read . Who truly 
obferves , that fuch fayings as thefe do not take away the 
liberty of mans will or choice ; but onelyJhew 9 that e- 
ven the be ft men fo me times err in their choice ; and 
that the fuccefs doth not always anfwer. For we muft di¬ 
ligently diftinguifo, fays he , between our elebtion and the 
fuccefs: and remember that we need a double help of God y 
for the making a happy choice . One of judging aright ; 
and the other afterward , of governing events. For un - 
lefs our judgment be ruled right , many errors happen ; 
as we fee iwjofiah, Zedekiah, Demofthenes, Pompey, 
Cicero; who all erred ineligendo hello intheir refolves 
about war ; and dire full events followed. And fome - 
time alfo when the mind doth not err in its judgment; 
yet God is not pleafed toafftft the a£tion } for other canfes. 

L AS 
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As in the War againfl the Benjamites, which miscarri¬ 
ed a great while, becaufe the Uraelites trufted in their 
own flrength. We mujl always therefore be fenfible , 
that happy events do not depend merely on humane 
forecajt , diligence and power ; as Jeremiah /peaks, I 
know, OLord, that the way of man is not in him- 
felf, i. e. be cannot have what fuccefs he wit ; but mujl 
be beholden to God for his happinefs. This our weaksefs 
God would have m to acknowledge, and to fear and de¬ 
pend on Him ; a* it follows here , v. j. Commit thy 
work unto the Lord, and thy thoughts (hall be efta- 
bliflled To this ufe we ought to accommodate fucb 
fayirtgs , as thcfe , not to a Stoical opinion of neceffity. 
Thus he. 

[b] And he no lefs worthily glojfes , upon the common In¬ 
terpretation of v. 4. the latter part of which hath ex - 
ercifed many Pens to little purpofe: when the fence is 
clear , though no expojitor, that I have feen , hath hit up¬ 
on it. Viz. that God makes fome ufe of wicked men, 
as well as of all things elle ; which they (hall ferve 
whether they will or no. For he difpofes (fo the word 
ire tranjlate hath made is to be under flood j not oj 
his creating things) all things correfpondent to his own 
will and plea fire, which they all obey. So hmmaanthu 
flems to be be ft t ran fated, not for himlelf, but ac¬ 
cording to his will. However I have included the 0- 
ther interpretation alfo in my Parapbrafe ; but appliea 
rhe day of evil not to the punifment which He itiflith 
upon the wicked for their fins: but which he orders 
them to infict upon others, when their iniquities an 
ripe for his vengeance. For it is the method of bit 
Providence , to direct the ambition , wrath, hatred , re* 
venge, &c. which he fees in fome wicked mens hearts 
to vent themfielves there , where it will do fervice n 
Him. Who wifely and juftly makes fome wicked met 
Joe execution upon others like thewfelves. This feem: 

§ me the tnoft eafie and natural fence of the words 

whicl 
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which were remarkably fulfilled in the defiruclion of 
Jerufulcm by the Roman Souldiers ; whom our Saviour 
ufcJ to punijh bis crucifers . Not that they undertook 
that War, out of any aefign or defire to doe our blejfed 
Saviour right j but out of an ambition to infiave the 

World : 3 AVTOif Ofjunt 0 0£Of uf tthfiloiij e/y tftj* 

7 ay ioW? hx 6 ta{ KoKdl^&Vj yet God made ufe of 

them for another defign, as publick executioners, 
by whom he puniflied the ungodly, as Theodoret 
[peaks upon LXXIV. Pfal. 3. 

[cj I rnufi omit MelanithonV gloffies upon this Verfe> 
and the two next ; that l may have room for his per¬ 
tinent obfervation upon v. 10. A divine lentence 
is in the lips of the King, &c. “ Thefe words , 
fays be y affirm the whole political order, Magi- 
ftrates, Laws, Diftin&ion of Dominions, Con¬ 
trails, Judgments, Punifhments, to be risings or¬ 
dained by the Wifdom of God among men . And 
fince we know Political order to be the work of 
God , we ought to love it 7 and ftudy to defend 
it • and moaefily , for God's fake, obey it \ and give 
• c thanks to God who pnferves it ; and look upon 
thofe horrible furies of the devil and men, who di- 
fturb this order , to be difpleafing to God: as this 
whole Doctrine is explained Rom. XIII. But 
what is this divine Sentence which is in the Kings 
lips ? It is the Laws, fays be : and judgments ac¬ 
cording to the Laws ; and be fide s, Ged hath arm¬ 
ed Kings with a power to make Laws of their own, 
not repugnant to his Laws ; but built upon them , 
either by demonfirations, or probable reafons. God 
<l fo me times moves the mind of Kings alfo , and gives 
them fingular motions {as other excellent Arti¬ 
ficers have) becaufe He will by that means fave 
mankind , &c. Thus it was a fingular motion in 
Solomon’/ reafoning about the true Mother of 
the Child , And in the judgment of Gonzaga in the 
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“ laft age, upon the Spanifh Govermurof Milan under 
<c him. Who having held a Noble per fan Captive a long 
u time, would not deliver him to his Wife (when fie 
tl petition d and offered a large fum of money for his 
“ redemption ) unlefs he might lye with her ; and 
“ after he had obtained his define, then caufed her 
<l hmband to be killed, and delives, ! him dead to 
“ her . Which when Gonzaga heard, and had exa- 
<c mined , he compelled him to marry this woman \ 
ct and as foon cu> he had done that, he condemned him 
u to be immediately beheaded, and gave her all his 
ct -efiate. 

But we are not from fucb places as this to inferr , that 
Kings cannot give a wrong judgment though this be as 
good a conclufon as from thofe words, the Prieft's lips 
fliall preferve knowledge, to conclude the dope cannot 
err . Kings from this place of Solomon may a* well pre¬ 
tend to Infallibility, as Priejls from that place of Mala- 
chi. Nay, if we refpeB either the form of this pre¬ 
cept, or the plenitude of God s promife for ability to 
perform it, we muft confefs , this place is more plain and ; 
peremptory for Kings ; than any can be brought for the 
High-Prieft's Infallibility , in giving definitive fentence . 
And yet all the places (as a famous Divine of our own ? 
fpeaks , Dr. Jackfon, B. Ill upon the Creed, Chap. 12.) 
that can be brought either for the Kings or the Trie fids 
Authority, rather fhew what manner of men they 
fiould be, both in life and judgment ; than ajfure them • 
of any infallibility of judgment, if they be diffolate 
in life , and regard not the Laws of God. This wm a 
thing never dreamt of by any, till the notorioufiy infa¬ 
mous lives of Popes dijeredited the titles of Sanctity and 
Infallibility (which from the conceit of their predecef- 
fors integrity they had ufurped) and inforced their flat¬ 
terers to frame a diftinttion of Santiity in Doctrine, 
feparated from SanBityof Life. 

I thought it not pm iff to fay tlm much upon this fab- 

m 
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jeci y becaufe I find even Maldonate himfelf in bis Notes 
upon this place , hath the confidence to conclude the Pope 
mufl needs have this privilege , xchich is promifed to 
Kings : when y it is apparent , Kings are not infallible ; 
and confequently , by his own reafoning y Popes cannot 
be fo. 

j here are other 7 iotabIe fentences which would deferve a 
larger glofs than I have given in the Varaphrafe ; 
which I mufi pdfs by: becaufe this Preface is already 
prolonged to a great length . 

[d J I (hall onely therefore mention two. Onev. 21. where 
Wifdom and Eloquence are compared together . The 
former of which , no doubt , is of great eft value y as we 
fee in thofe words of God to Mofes, when he difabled 
himfelf for the fervice impofed upon bim y for want of 
the other faculty ; There is Aaron, faith the text y 
he fhall be thy fpeaker, and thou (halt be to him as 
God. Yet in profit , and popular efleem tVtfdom gives 
place to Eloquence ; according to the vulgar Tranfiation 
of this verfe y Sapiens corde appellatur prudens, fed 
dulcis Eloquia majora reperiet. Signifying y fays the 
Lord Bacon (Adv. of Learning, Book 6. Ch. \.) 
not obfeurely , that profoundnefs of wifdom may 
help men to fame and admiration; But it is 
Eloquence which prevails in bufinefs and aftive 
life. 

[e] The other is v, 26. where I have put two fences toge¬ 
ther ; according to the different deceptions of the He¬ 
brew word Amal : which fignifies either to take pains 
ones felf y or to moleft others . But I can fee no reafon why 
Maldonate (hould favour the LXXTranfiation ; who % 
againfl the fire am of all other Interpreters , apply thefe 
words to an ungodly man s digging up evil to himfelf 
auf the meaning were y he digs a pit for himfelf, and 
the words he fpeaks are the caufe of his punifhment, 
as if he were burnt : unlefs it proceeded from his fond- 
nefs for the Spanifli Inquilition, which he upa* de¬ 
ls 3 firous 
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ftrom to introduce every where. The very Left of them , 
it appears by him (who was one of the moji learned 
and judicious Interpreters in the Romijh Church) are 
moft devoutly bent to our deftruEtion : For he cannot 
forbear here to alledge that Inquifition as a proof of 
Solomon* words , Id exemplo Inquifitionis Hifpa- 
nicx perfpicuum eft, &c. This is apparent by the 
example of the Spanifh Inquifition; whereby he 
that fpeaks any thing raflily againft the faith, isde- 
fervedly delivered to the fire ; which I WISH 
WERE DON E EVERY WHERE. Thus in 
the moft literal fence , this Jefuit's lips are as a burn¬ 
ing fire ; in which he would have us not onely fmged , but 
devoured : in purfuance of this Maxim of Solomon. 
Wl)ich others honeftly interpret of thofe calumnies , dif- 
cords , [editions y irbicb evil men raife , by their tongues , 
to the deft ruction of their neighbours. For fo it follows 
v. 28. A froward manfoweth ftrife, err. 


l.nTHF preparations of the heart u V 4 EN may de- 

in many and the anfwer of , liberate, and 

the tongue is from the LORD. contrive, and order in 
® * their mind, what, 

and in what manner and method they will fpeak: but whe¬ 
ther they fhall perfwade, and prevail or no tor fuch an An¬ 
fwer as they expeft, nay, be able to deliver themlelves with 
fuch elocution as they imagine, cannot be refolved by them; 
but depends upon the pleafure of the Lord. See Arg. [4]. 

1. All the ways of a man are 2. Such is the 

clean in his own eyes: but the LORD blindnets of it If love, 

weigheth the fpirits. J^at men can find no 

0 1 fault in themlelves; 

but imagine all that they contrive and doe, to be free from 
blame: which, when the Lord examines, who fearchesinto 
the very intentions of mens hearts, is found to be very de¬ 
fective, if not vitious- 


5. Commit thy works unto the 
LORDy and thy thoughts /hall be 
eftablijbid. 


3. W hen thou un¬ 
dertake!! any thing, 
implore the Divine 
Hefting 5 
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blelTing; and committing the fuccels of it to God’s Provi¬ 
dence, leave it to Him to give what iflue to it He pleales : 
which is the (lireft way to have thy honeft defigns 
accompliftied* 

4 The LORD hath made all 4-TheLorddilpofeth 
timet for bimfelf: yea , even the all things throughout 

rkMf»r * ./ mV. >/' 

thinks fit to defign ; which they cannot refufe to comply 
withal!: For if any men be fo^ wicked as to oppofe his 
Will, he will not lofe their fervice \ but when He brings a 
publick calamity upon a Country, employ them to be the 
executioners of his wrath. Sec Arg. l£}. 

5. Every one that is proud in 5* There is no man 

hearty is an abomination to the lb great, but if his 
LORD: though hand }oyn in band , 
be (hall not be mpunifhed. 

opprefling his neighbour, he is hatefull beyond all expreflT- 
on unto the Lord: who will take vengeance on him and 
pull him down, though he make never fuch ftrong con¬ 
federacies to fupport himfelf; for if he avoid one punifliment, 
another (hall overtake him*, nay, his wickednefs fhall pur- 
fue him from generation to generation, (XI. 21.) 


• mm nmm'mm 

mind grow lofty and 
arrogant, forgetting 
God, and infolencly 


6 . By mercy and truth iniquity 6. The mod ef- 

is purged: and by the fear of the fe&ual means to ap- 

LORDy men depart from evil . mens anger for 

1 pnvate offences, or 

to divert the anger of God in publick calamities, if to exer*- 
cife mercy and loving kindnefe, with juftice and faithfull 
performance of promifes: efpecially when they proceed 
from an awfull regard to God, and Religious dread of his 
difpleafurc; which will make a man carefull to decline e- 
very thing that is evil, and thereby efcape the puniihment 
that attends upon it. 

7. When a maris^ wayspleafe the 7- The belt way to 
LORD, be tnaketb even his ene- have our enemies re- 

rnies to be at peace with him . conciled unto us, is 

1 for us hrft to be re¬ 

conciled unto God: for fuch is the reverence men bear to 

L 4 Vertue 
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Vertue, and fuchisthe love which the Lord hath to vertu- 
ous perfons, that when all their defigns and aftions are 
fuch as He approves: He inclines even thofe that were their 
foes, to become their friends. 

8. Better is a little with rigk- 8. A frnall eftate 
teoufnefs , then great revenues with- honeftly gotten, and 
out right. charitably enjoyed, is 

* much to be preferred 

before vafl incomes heaped up by oppreffion, and kept 
without hofpirality. 


9. A mans heart devifetb his 9. The mind of 
way: but the LORD diretfetb man defigns an end, 
his (tens. and contrives what 

J “ ’ means to ufe, and 

reckons perhaps what fuccefs they will have: but the Lord 
determines what the event fhall be, and orders his motions 
perhaps to fuch an iffue, as never came into his thoughts. 


10. A divine [entente is in the 10. Godisprefent 

is mouth tranf- i n a Angular manner 
, PY7t unto a pious King, 

mfpiring his mind to 
divine fagacioufly in dubious and obfcure things5 that his 
refolutions and decrees maybe received like Oracles; and 
all caufes be decided by him fo juftly and exaftly, that no 
man be wrong’d in the judgment which he paifo. See 
Arg. [cj. 


Ups of the king: 
grejftth not in judg 


11. A juft weight and balance ii« Anditiswor- 
are the LORD’S: all the weights of his care, that 

of the bag are his work t ^ ier ? ° e n ? corru P n - 

J * on in private, no 

more than in publick juftice; for it alfo is of divine Inftitu- 
tion; the great Lord of all requiring juft and equal dealings 
in all our commerce one with another; which He hath or¬ 
dained fhould be managed with fcrupulous integrity, in the 
finalleil, as well as in the greateft matters. 


it. It is an abomination to kings 
to commit wickednefs: for the 
throne is eftablijhed by righteouf- 
nefs. 


12. It is not e- 
nough to good Kings 
that they doe no in¬ 
jury ; but they abomi¬ 
nate, with the highefl 
' deteftation. 
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detection, all opprefTion, cruelty, extortion, &c. not one- 
lv in them!elves, but in others: tor they know that Jultice* 
Mercy, and true Religion, fupport their authority, and 
make their Kingdoms durable. 


1 %. Righteous Ups are the delight 1 3 • And calumni- 

,mhm ,b “ 

jpiaLeth right. (lich Princes; but 

they delight in thofe that will not deceive them by falfe, 
unjuft and malicious informations j and make him their fa¬ 
vourite, who deals fincerely and tells them the truth, 
though it may feem ungratefull to them. 

r 4 . The wrath of a king is as * 4 * The wrath of 

meffengers of death : but a wife man a Kin & ftrikes fucli 
•iiJr.-c*:+ terrour into him, 

will pat if e . with whom he is of¬ 

fended, as if the fentence of death were pronounced againft 
him: but, as ill men and fools exafperate it more, fo a ver- 
tuousand prudent Courtier appeafes his anger, and makes 
a reconciliation. 


i j. In the light of the king's com- 15* And when a 

tenance is life, and his favour is as King be P^afed 

a cloud of the latter rain. t0 g ra cioufly 

upon aman,elpecial- 

ly after he hath been incenfed againft him, it not onely re¬ 
vives, but gives him the greateft joy ; for from his favour 
he promifes himfelf all manner ofhappinefs; as a plenti- 
tull harveft follows the fhowres of rain, which, in the fpring, 
refiefh the Corn. 


16. How much better is it to get 16. But after all is 
wifdoniy then gold ? and to get tin- done, to get fo much 

der(landing, rather to be chofen wifdom as to know 

.» ri a the difference be- 

tben ftlver ? „ \ , v 

3 tween good and e- 

vil, and to underftand how to behave a man’s (elf upon all 

occafions; is, beyond all expreflion, better and more to 

be chofen. than the greateft treafures of go|d and filver, 

which either the favour of Princes can give, or his own in- 

cjuftry acquire. 


17. Th& 

r 
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17. the highway of the upright 17* This is the con- 
is to depart from evil: he that keep - aim atid indea- 

eth his way , preferveth his foul . vour of upright men, 

\ \ the beaten path, as 

we may call it, in which they travel to decline every thing 
that is evil: and he who makes this his care, looking well 
to all his aft ions, that he doe nothing amifs, looks well to 
himfelf, and prelerves his foul and body from deftruftion. 


18. Pride goeth before deflru- 1 18. Infolent beha- 

Sion : and an haughty fpirit before v ^ our ^ the forerun- 
a fall. ner ofutter deftrufti¬ 

on: and when men 
lift qp themfelves in their own thoughts, and over-look all 
others with contempt, they are in tne greateft danger to 
ftumble \ and not to fee that, which will give them fuch a 
grievous downfall, as will break then all to fhivers. 


19. Better it is to be of an hum- 19• Therefore it is 
ble fpirit with the lowly , then to di - much better to fub- 

vide the fpoil with the proud . ™ meane ft 

r r condition, nay, pati¬ 

ently to bear injuries, with afflifted, but meek and lowly 
perfons; than to lift up ones lelf to the prujudice of others, 
and by trampling upon them to partake with the proid in 
their rapine and fpoil. 

20. He that handletb a matter 20. Hethatunder- 

wifely y (hall find good: and who fo ftands his bufinefs 

trufteth in the LORD , happy is thoroughly, andma- 
1/ £r nages it prudently 

' * and difcreetly, is like¬ 

ly to have good fuccefs: but none fo happy, none fo fure 
of profpering in his defign, as he that confides more in the 
Lord, than in his own skill and induftry. 

21. the wife in heart (hall be 21* Hewhofemind 
called prudent ; and the fweetne/iof IS wellfurnifhed with 

the lips increafeth learning. wifdom, cannot but 

r J * win a great reputati¬ 

on ; and be highly efteemed, for his prudent counfels and 
refolutions: but if he have the powerfull charms of Elo¬ 
quence alfo, to convey his mind delightfully unto others, 
it will add a greater value to his Wifdom; and make 

it 
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it more diffufive and inftru&ive unto the world. See 
Arg, L d J. 


2t. Vnderftanding is a well - 
fpring of life unto him that hath it: 
but the iuftruBion of fools is folly. 


22. A clear under- 
(landing arid right 
judgment of things, 
like an inexhauftible 


fpring, gives perpetual comfort and iatisfaftion to him in 
whom it is; and makes him very ufefull untoothers; but 
the learning of fools is frivolous and vain ; and therefore, if 
they undertake to inftvuft others, they onely make them 
like themfelves. 


2;. The heart of the wife teach - 25. The Mind of 

eth his mouthy and addeth learning f man inftru&s 
to bis lips. to fpeai i.udici- 

oufly and pertinent¬ 
ly: and makes him not only communicate his thoughts to 
others, but with fuch weight of reafon as increafe their 
learning. 


24. P leaf ant words are as an 24. Elpeciglly when 

honey comh % fweet to the fouly and he 5*° deliver his 

health to the bones . 7 r l 1 ? a . n< ^ 

delightfull words, 

Howine from him with a natural Eloquence, as honey drops 
from the comb: which ravilh the affeftions, and touch 
a man’s heart to the very quick; when he needs either 
comfort or cure for any inward difeafe wherewith he la¬ 
bours. 


25. There is a way that feemeth 25. But there is 
right unto a man, but the ends there- neve F mor ® need of 

of are the ways of death. caution, than when 

J J J we hear a moving O- 

rator, therefore this inftruftion may be here neceflary to 
be repeated (XIV. 12.) examine every thing flri&ly and 
impartially; and be not led away merely by thy fancy, 
and thy appetite: for they make many things feem inno¬ 
cent, which in themfelves, and in the iflue, are deadly and 
deftruftive, 


2 6. He 
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26. He that laboureth , labour - 26 . It is a power¬ 

ed ftor bimfelf ; yir his mouth era - full motive to a man 

wf/j it of him . ta £ e P ail js in an 

honed employment, 
that all his labour is for his own prelervation; his mouth 
begging this favour of him, thathemaynotftarve: and on 
the contrary, he thatfpends his time in giving trouble and 
vexation unto others, will find it fall upon himlelf; for he 
cannot fpeak fo much as an evil word, but it will return 
upon him and fly back in his own face. See Arg. [*]. 


17. An ungodly man diggeth up 27. And it is not 
evil: and /> /;« lips there is as a a little pains that an 

burning fire. lawlds ma " 

takes, to plot and 

devife mifehief; wherein he labours, as if he was digging 

for atreafure; and oneway is, to brand his neighbour with 

falfe reports and (landers and thereby utterly deftroy his 

reputation. 

2 8. Afroward man foxvetb ft rife; 28. Others ofthem 
and a whifperer feparateth chief have fuch a perverfe- 
frtpyid r nefs in their (pint, 

that it is their bull- 
nefs to difturb the world, and raife diflentions among thofe 
that would live in peace ; by backbiting, detra&ing, and 
whifpering falfe (lories: making a breach even between 
Princes and people, husband and wife, nay, the deareil 
friends and familiars, if they hearken to their tales. 

29. A violent man inticeth bis 29. Another fort 

neighbour , and leadetb him into the H ve by rapine and 0- 

way that is not good. P en v i°l ence i w n° 

d are not content to 

doe wrong themfelves, but perfwade others to enter into 

rneir (ociety; and then lead them into the mod pernicious 

courfes. 


30. He fontteth his eyes to de - 30* Which they 

vife frovrard things ; moving his do not fall into by 

lips, he bringeth evil to pafs, chance ; but with 

profound fludy con¬ 
trive the ruin ofothers; and the fign being given, they furi- 
oufly execute the milchief they have defigned. 


31. Ths 
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3 i. 7 /;e hoary head is 0 of 3 1. Old age is ve- 

glory> \f it be found in the way of *7 venerable, when 

right eoufnefs. amans P aft life hat h 

been truly vertuous 

and ufefull: which is the bed way alfo to prolong ones days; 

and bring one to that great honour, which is due to thofe, 

who have long done much good to Mankind. 


32. He that is flow to anger > is 32. He that can 
better then the mighty: and he fupprefe the vehe- 

he that nient motions of an¬ 
ger , deferves more 
praile than thole 
mighty men who quell the enemies that oppofe them; and 
he that hath power to govern all his own inclinations, af- 
fettions and palfions by reafon, hath a nobler Empire than 
he that fubdues Citiesand Countries by force of Arms. 


that ruleth his fpirit , then 
taketh a city. 


3 3. The lot it caft into the lap : 33* Acknowledge 

but the whole difpofing thereof is of *h c Divine Provi- 
the LORD. dence in all things 

even in thofe which 
feem mod cafual: For though men cad the lots into the lap 
of a garment, or into a hollow veflel, and ihence draw 
them out again; yet it is the Lord who direfts entirely in 
what order they fhall come forth, and (o determines the 
matter in doubt, according to his pleafure. 


CHAP. XVII. 
ARGUMENT. 

In the firft verfe of this Chapter the Wife man obferves 
how happy that Family it y which lives in peace and per- 
fett agreement one with another ; though they have but 
a mean eft ate. And next to this how happy a thing it 

iSy if there be but one wife and vertuous man in a Fa¬ 
mily fuppofe be be but a Servant) when any diffenti - 
or/s and differences arife in it. For fo the Lord Bacon 

(Advanc. 
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( Advanc. of Learning, Book VIII. Chap . 2. Parab. i.) 
expounds tie £ a ] /t’oW : whofe words I will fet 
dox»n y becaufe if \they hit not the fence compleatly, yet 
they very pithily exprefs a part of it y and carry in them 
a very important truth. 44 In all troubled and difa - 
4< greeing Families , faith he , there is commonly fome 
41 Servant or gentle Friend, who being power full with 
€f both fides y may moderate and comp ffe the differences 
“ that are among them . To whom y in that refpelt the 
44 whole boufe , and the Maftet himfelf are much en- 
44 g a &d wd beholden . This Servant , if he aim onely 
“ at his own ends y cherifhes and aggravates the divi- 
44 [tons of the Family: but if he be ftncerely faithfull 
€t and upright , certainly he deferveth muchfo ah to 
11 be reckoned a* one of the Brethren ; or at leaf to 
41 receive a fiduciary adminiftration of the inherit 
44 tame . 

fb~] -And after fome other documents there follows a not a* 
rule for the making peace, and ending all differences! 
whether between particular perfons in Families , or be¬ 
tween Kingdoms , v. 9. upon which , the fame great per- 
fin thus gloffes ( ib. Parab . 17.) 14 There are two ways 
44 of proceeding to arbitrate differences and reconcile 
44 affeElions . The one begins with an all of oblivion 
44 of what is paft ; the other begins with a repetition of 
44 wrongs , fubjoyning apologies and excufes. Now 
u fome think this loft to be the onely way \ infomuch 
u that lhave heard a prudent per fin and great States - 
14 man lay down this Maxim % He that treats of 
peace, without a recapitulation of the terms of 
u difference, rather deceives mens minds with the 
44 fweet name of agreement, than compofes them by 
44 equity and moderation of right. But Solomon, a 
91 wifer man than he , is of'a contrary opinion: approving 
44 an aEl of oblivion , and forbidding repetition. For in 
ic repetition or renewing the memory of the caufes of difi 
44 ference t there are thefe inconveniences: not only that if 



Chap. XVII* the PROVERBS. i 59 

“ is, as we fay , unguis in ulcere, raking in the ulcer 1 
H which very much exafperates, but aljo indangers the 
u breeding of new quarrels while they are debating the 
,l old (for the parties at difference will never accord 
il about the terms of their falling out) and laftly, in 
“ the iffue it brings the matter to apologies: where - 
u at both the one and the other party would feem ra- 
€< ther to have remitted the offence , than to have ad - 
" rnitted excufes for it. 

Melanfthon thinks this and the three next verfes 10, i r, 
12. to be Sentences near of kin ; alt belonging to the 
right method in judging , which is comprehended in that 
faying ofthrift 3 /, If thy Brother fin againft thee, tell 
him of it between thy felf and him : And interprets 
this ninth verfe thu$ y (taking Aluph for a Prince, 
which we tranflate chief Friends J He that orderly ad- 
monijhes him that erreth t cures him and makes no pub- 
lick disturbance ; faves the man y and preferves publick 
concords but this order being negletted, thence arifes 
out of brawlings , difeords of Princes , wars and deva - 
ftations . 

Cc] Now an evil man onely feeks fcoldings or contentions 
(as it'follows v. i ij i. e. faith he , be doth not feet 
truth nor the good of the Church ; but troubles without 
end. Thus Cleon and Alcibiades in the State , fcatte- 
red feeds of war at Athens ; the Cynicks and Acade- 
micks contraditted every body among the Philofopbers: 
and lately Valla, Cornelius Agrippa, Caroloffadius, 
&c. had the like fcolding natures . Thefe feek not truth; 
but contradict things rightly fpoken , or wantonly move 
mneceffary difputes 9 and will not yield when they are 
admonijhedy but with greater rage defend their errors; 
Of filch Solomon here faith in the next verfe , it is 
better to meet a bear robbed of her whelps, than a 
fool in his folly. An example of which we meet with¬ 
al!, when we meet with a bewitched Papift, who de¬ 
fends (he moft manifeft errors. Thus he. 
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But that which the Vulgar translates temper jurgia quac- 
rit malus, and we tranflate, an evil man feeks onely 
rebellion, the moft and the heft Interpreters , take the 
other way, as the words lie wore naturally in the He¬ 
brew, a man very rebellious feeks nothing but mite 
chief; which fence 1 have exprejfed in the Paraphrafe, 
together with the other . 

Ed] The truth of the next verfe fv. 12J is admirably 
opened by Bochartus (L. Ill de Animal. Sacris, Cap . 
9. Part. 1.) who obferves four things concerning the 
Bear, out of good Authours . The firft every one knows, 
that a Bear# an exceeding fierce Creature .* the tecond 
is, that the Female is more fierce than the Male: the 
third, that flje is more fierce than ordinary, when fie 
hath IVhelps ; and laftly, that when fhe is robbed of them 
flie is fierceft o L f all, immanem in modum, even unto 
rage and madnefs . Which the Scripture takes notice 
of in two other places beftde this , 1 Sam. XVII. 8. XllL 
Hotea 8. where St. Hierom obferves that the writers 
' of natural Hi ft ory fay, among all wild Be afts, none more 
fierce and cruel than the Bear, in two cafes efpecially , 
when fhe wants food , and when fhe is robbed of her 
Whelps. The reafon of this laft is there given by Kim- 
chi; which well enough agrees with the comparifon , 
which the Wife man here makes : for a Bear cannot 
be more in love with her whelps, thana fool is with 
his abfurd opinions and retentions: and cu> a Bear 
falls upon the text perfon fine meets with all, taking him 
for the robber ; fo doth a fool upon every one that ftands 
in his way , though he be never fo much obliged to them . 
He fpares none in the heat of his paftions, but furioufty 
abufetb them , &:c. 

ke] Vnto what is exprejfed in the Varaphrafe upon 
v. 17. concerning a Brother being born for Adverfi- 
ty (which I have referred , as the heft interpreters 
do, unto a Friend) this may be added \ as the plain - 
eft t ran fiat ion of the Hebrew words . A true Friend 

( fpoken 
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(fpoken of before) is born (that /V, becomes.) a 
Brother in Adverfity. He was a Friend before ; 
this rhakes him a Brother ; and fo he u to be 
efteemed. 

C f j There is a phrafe in the nineteenth verfe , exalteth 
his gate, which is varioufiy taken by Interpreters. 1 
have expounded it literally ; not for the mouth, but 
for the gate of an houfe or other place ; and have put 
two fences together. 

C g 3 Various g!o(fes alfo have been made upon the begin - 
ning of v.2i. a merry heart doth good like a medi¬ 
cine : where becaufe the particle like is wanting in the 
Hebrew y other conftruBionshave been made of the words : 
Jome, for inftance y having taken them tbut y a merry 
heart makes a medicine work better, or doe mon* 
good. But he that can confult Bocbarcus (in his le- 
cond Book of Sacred Animals , Chap. 16. Part 2.) 
may find fo many examples of the defett of that which 
they call *p caph (imilitudinis; that he will 
not think it unreafonable to fupply it, (as our Tranfia - 
tours have done) in this place of the Proverbs. 

In the twenty fourth verfe I have put two fences , in which 
the words may be taken , into one . And that none may 
wonder at the repetition of the fh] fame thing in the 
twenty fifth verfe , which was faid juft before in the 
twenty fir ft \ I fhall here obferve: That there is no doubt 
but Solomon, having frequent occafions to [peak of the 
fame matter , varied the words fometimes , but not the 
fence \ and ft the Colletiors of hts fayings put down both . 
And he might fpeakthe oftner of this matter , ha¬ 
ving an example before his eyes of the great weaknefs 
of bis own Son: who , it is not unlikely , was a perpe¬ 
tual grief to him. There is.ajfo fomething obfervable 
in this verfey which was not in the other , viz. that the 
untowardnefs of Children have many times different eft 
fells upon the Parents: provoking the Fathers to anger 
andexajperation j and the Mothers to grief and forrow t 

M to 



1 A Paraphrafe on * Chap. XVII. 

to which their tendernefs more inclines them than to 
the other paffion. 

There are fever al ways alfo of expounding the latter end of 
the next verfe i v. 26. I have ex prefed the. fence of our 
Trdnflation ; and had refpett, in the next verfe to that 
(v. 27.) to both readings of the word which we render 
excellent. 


1. YJEtter is a dry morfef and 
JJ quietnefs therewith, than a 
houfe full of facrifices with ftrife. 


i-THere is more 
7* latisfaition in 
a bit of dry bread 
(Without butter or 
oyl, &c) in the open field, and love and concord there¬ 
with \ than in a houfe full of the beft chear in the world, 
attended with brawling, contention and ftrife. 


2. Probity and 
prudence,are lo much 
better than mere ri¬ 
ches and noble birth; 
that a wife and faith- 


2. A wife fervnnt. (hall have rule 
over a Jon that cdufeth fhame and 
fball have part of the inheritance 
among the brethren. 

full Servant fometimes arrives at the honour of being ap¬ 
pointed the Govemour of a Son, whole folly and wickednels 
make him adiferedit to his Family: nay, heis left nocone- 
ly Executor of the Father’s Will, or Truftee for the Chil¬ 
dren ; but his merits perhaps are rewarded with a portion 
of the Eftate, which is to be diftributed among them. See 
Arg. !>]. 

%.The fining-pot is for fiver , 3. The art of man 

and the furnace for gold: but the hath found out means 

LOED trieth the hearts. to prove whether 

gold and iiiver be 
pure or. no but none can fearch into the fecret thoughts, 
defens and inclinations of mens Souls, but the Lord: who 
(as thole metals are tried bv fire) marly times proves and 
difeovers what they are by lharp affliftions and troubles. 


4. A wicked doer give th heed to 
falfe lips: and a lyar giveth ear to 
a naughty tongue. 


4. A man that de- 
figns evil unto others, 
hearkens greedily to 
him, that will tell 

falls 
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Gife and mifchievous (lories; and there never wants fuch a 
man, of the very fatne mind with himfelf; for he who gives 
his mind to lying and falfliood, liftens to him that fpeaks 
the mod peffilent things. 


5. Who ft mocketh the poor , re- 
proacbetb bss maker: and he that 
as glad at calamities , {hall not be 
mpunijhed. 


5. He that derides 
a man becaufe he is 
poor, forgets God, 
who can bring him 
down to as low a con¬ 


dition j nay, affronts his Majefty, who hath promMed to 
take a peculiar care of fuch friendlefs perfons: nOr is 
he much better, who rejoyceth at the olamity of o- 
thers; which will bring unavoidable punilhments upon 
hinotelf. 


6 . Childrens children are the 6. The honour and 

crown of old men ; and the glory of ^omforc of Parents 

children are their fathers. ies ^ a 

J progeny ; which doth 

not degenerate from their anceftors Vertue: And that which 
makes Children illuftrious, is their being defended from 
worthy Parents; whole wildom and vertue refledts art ho¬ 
nour upon their pofterity. 

7. Excellent fpeecb becometh not 7* It doth not be- 

a fool: much lefs do lying lips a conie a fool to di(- 

ptince. courfe of grave and 

1 * * weighty matters; 

which as they are above him, foare not regarded out of his 
mouth, though he (hould (peak excellent things*, but it is 
much ldsleemly fora Prince to lye and deceive; which as 
it is below him,who reprefents the God of truth, fo it makes 
him ddpicable and deilroys his Authority, when his Sub- 
je6ls cannot rely upon his word. 


8. A gift is as a precious ft one 8- A gift isfo temp- 
in the eyes of him that hath it: whi - ting that it can no 

therfoever it turner h, it profpereth, ™ ^0 J ewe l^by 

him to whom it is prefented: and fuch is its power, it 
commonly prevails over all men, difbatches all bufinefs, 
carries allcaufes; and, in a word, effects whatfoever a man 
defires* 

M 2 9 * He 
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9. He that covereth a tranf- 9* He that paffes 
grejjion , feeketb love ; but he that byand buries inob- 

matter , feparatetb ve- ^ on » a tranlgref- 
r fion that hath been 

committed againft 
him, takes the beft 
courfe to prelerve friendfliip, and to make himfelf uni- 
verfally beloved: but he who rakes up that fault again, 
and objects it afrefh when it was forgotten, breaks the drift¬ 
ed bands of amity, and makes an irreconcilable feparati- 
on. See Arg. [£]. 

10. A reproof entreth more into 10. One reproof 

a wife man y than an hundredftripes penetrates deeper in- 
into a fool . to the mind of an in¬ 

genuous man, and 

works a greater alteration there; than an hundred ftripes 
will do for the amendment of an obftinite fool. 


repeatetr) < 
ry friends 


11. An evil man fee&eth one - u. Who reeking 
ly rebellion : therefore a cruel nothing but to have 

merger frail be fent againfb ^ g ^ r Xa a Ty t hat' 

” vn ’ he hath fhaken oft 

all reverence to God, or to his Governours, is wholly 
bent upon mifchief and cannot be reclaimed; it re¬ 
mains therefore onely, that a fevere execution be done 
upon him, to cut him off in his folly, without mercy. Set 
Arg. [rj 

12. Let a bear robbed of her 12. There is lefs 
whelps meet a man y rather than a danger in meeting a 

fool in bis folly. Bear in the height of 

J her rage, than a fu¬ 

rious fool in the purfuit of his unruly paffions and defires: 
for it is polhble t9defend a man's (elf againft the one; but 
there is no way to hinder the brutifh motions of the other. 
See Arg. [d\. 


13. IVhofo reward eth evil for 
good , evil (halt not depart from 
his houfe. 


13. It isioimnatu* 
ral for a man to re¬ 
turn evil to him from 
whom he hath receiv¬ 


ed nothing but good; that the punilhment of his ingratitude 

fhall 



ij. He that juftifieth the wick¬ 
ed % and be that condemneth the 
jufi, even they both are abomination 
to the LORD. 
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fhall not reft in his own perfon, but defend upon his po- 
fterity to all generations. 

14. The beginning offir ife is as 14* When men be' 

when one letteth out water: there- a quarrel or a dil- 
fore leave off contention before it be * erenc £ know 

meddled with. For t h c very firft 

breach is like cutting the banks of a river; which pre- 
fently overflows the neighbouring grounds, but cannot 
cafily be reduced into its bounds again. It is beft there¬ 
fore to make peace immediately, before both parties be in¬ 
volved in fuch troubles, as, like a deluge of water, lay all 
defolate. 

15. It is hard to 
(ay, which is moftde- 
teftable to the Lord, 
he that pleads for a 
wicked man, and, 
more than that, acquits him 5 or he that pleads againft the 
righteous, nay plainly condemns him. Certain it is, they 
are both molt highly obnoxious to his difpleafure, who is 
the fountain of juftice j and ashe would have it exaftly ad- 
miniftred, fo he hates thofo who indeavourto confound the 
nature of good and evil among men. 

16. Wbereforei&thzxza price in 16. What good 

the hand of a fool to get wifdom , doth a great eftate in 

feeing he hath no heart to it? J^e P°fleffion of a 

fool? Can he there¬ 
with purchafe wifdom, how to ufe it ? alas! he wants un- 
derftanding to defire it, and to procure good Inftruftours; 
in which his riches (if his mina were good) might befor- 
viceable to him* 

17. A friend loveth at all 17. Time makes 

times, and a brother is born for ad- proof of a Friend; 
verfity . who, if he be fincere, 

loves not merely for 
a fit, nor alters with the change of ones condition: but 
continues ftedfeft in adverfity, as well as in prosperity; 
nay, in llraits and diftrefles, fhews hjmfelf more like a Bro¬ 
ther than a Friend. See Arg. M. 

M ? 18. A 
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18. Aman void of under ft anding 18. He is very in-, 

IIriketb hinds , and becometh furety confiderate , whole 

in the prefence of bis friend . forward to^ais^his 

word for the payment of another man's debts (VJ.i.XI. 15.) 
and elpecially to enter into bonds in the prefence ofhis neigh- 
bour for whom he engages: which may make him more 
carelefs about the payment; than he would have been, if 
unknown to him, he had been fecurity for him. 

19. fie loveth tranfgreftion that 19. He vainly pre- 

loveth ftrife : and he that, exaltetb to the I° ve °f 

estate 

and contention : which as neceflarily draws along with it 
abundance of fins, as lifting up a man’s felf above his eftate, 
in railing fumptuous buildings, brings him to ruin; or as 
breach of the publick peace opens wide the floud-gates- to 
all iniquity. See Arg. [/]. 

20. He that bath a fromrd 
heart , findeth no good: and he that 
hath a perverfe tongue, falieth into 
mifchief. 


lo.Amanofwickr 
ed defigns, which he 
refolves to accom- 
plifh by any fort of 
means, fhall find 


himfelf deceived in his expectation: and he who employs 
his tongue to deceit and fraud, pretending fair to men be¬ 
fore their face, but flandering them behind their back, 
fhall, by that very means, bring mifchief upon himfelfi 

21. He that beget teth a fool, do- 21. Great is the 

eth.it todmforrow ; and the father W e which ought to 

of a fool hath no joy. in . econ - 

J tract of Marriage, and 

in the education of Children: For if a Son prove vidous 

andlevyd, it will be fuch an inexpreflible grief to his Father, 

that he will take no comfort at all, in any thing he enjoys, 

2 z. A merry heart doetb good 22. And confo- 
like a medicine : but a broken [pi- quently it willlhor- 
ritjrieth-the bones. ' ten , hls da y s: F f as 

more to health than a cheerful! fpirit, which ferves inltead 
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of phyfick; Co nothing deftroys it more than fadnefs and 
pfjgf ( which confumes the vital juices* and dues up the bo* 
ay to skin and bone* See Arg. [£ 1 . 

xx. A wicked man taketb a 2$. Noman would 
gift out of the bofom to pervert the willingly be known 

myj of judgment. be brib ed to doe in- 


iuftice : but there iiretoo many that will differ themfelves 
to be fecretly corrupted by prefents, to give counfel or 
judgment contrary to the courfe of Law and Equity. 


^4. Wifdom is before him that 24. Asa wife mans 
hath underftanding \ but the eyes of undemanding ap- 

a fool are in the ends of the earth. P earsin hls ve 7 c ° un : 

J tenance ; and a fool 

is known by hisgari.fh and wandring eyes: fo the one hath 

his wifdom always prefent and ready at hand to guide and 

f overn him; when the other knows not what to follow, 
ut his thoughts are roving up and down to no purpofe, 
though he ramble to the very ends of the earth. 

A foolijh fon is a grief to 25. A foolilhdif- 
bis father , and bitternefs to her folute Son, who re- 

that bare him . not the cou p£1 

of his Parents, waft¬ 
ing their Eftate and disgracing their Family, is fuch a vexa¬ 
tion to his Father that he provokes his indignation; and 
fuch a grief to his mother, that it makes her life bhter and 
irkfome to her. See Arg. [/?]. 

26, Alfo to punift) the jufi is not 2 6. There may be 

goodflov to ftrike princes for equity < fpecious pretences for 

* “ • it, butic isagainftall 

honefty and piety; to punifli innocent perlons together 
with delinquents: efpecially to fcourge Judges and Gover- 
npurs, for doing equal juftice upon all offenders. 


27. He that bath knowledge Jpa- 27. The more any 
rethbuwords: and a man 0} under- man knows, the Ids 

(landing is of an excellent (fir it. f 1 ? * s ?P C t0 : ,f or 

his wuqpm gives him 

fuch an excellent compose of fpirit, that it reprdles his 
heat, hisforwardnds and hafte; and mak$s him Cpqlly deli¬ 
berate what, and when it is fittofpeak. 

L M 4 


28. Even 
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28. Even a fool, when he hold - 28. Such a vertue 

eth his peace, is counted wife : and 
he that fhutteth his lips, is efteem- 
ed a man of underfianding . 

holds his peace : and he whofe mind hath fuch power over 
his mouth, as to keep it fhut, that nothing may fuddenly 
and impetuoufly go out, is wife indeed- 


it is tobefilent, that 
he who underftands 
nothing is deemed 
wife, as long as he 


CHAP. XVIII. 

* r 

ARGUMENT. 

[a] There is fo much difficulty in the two fir ft Verfes, 
which bath produced fo many various interpretations,that 
1 fcarce know which to follow . Some take that word 
which we tranflate feparateth himfelf, in a good fence ; 
others in a bad : 1 have chofen the latter , becaufe it 
ferns moft agreeable to the reft of the words . But the 

Chaldee Interpreter , gives a quite different fence both 
of that word , and of fame other in thefe verfes : and 
de Dieu hath Jhown there is fuch reafon for it, that I 
think I am obliged here to take notice of it, and to Fa~ 
raphrafe upon it. 

By niphrad, which we render feparateth himfelf, he un¬ 
derftands a man divided, uncertain in his own mind , 
who can flick to nothing ; but wanders about in his owi\ 
thoughts . And the laft word in the firfl verfe , jith galla, 
which we tranflate intermedleth, be tranflates is left 
defolate. And then in the next verfe, taking behith 
galloth for wandring up and down ; not for difeo- 
vering, or revealing, cm we do, the Paraphrafe will run 
thus. 

V. 1. An unconftant man defires many things, and 
feeks fatisfaftion : but whatfoever he feeks, he never 
meets with it, but is defeated, and difippointed in 
all his defigns. 


%. And 
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2. And this is a certain charafter of a fool, that he ne¬ 
ver fixes in any thing: but chufes rather to gad up 
and down, and rove from one inquiry to another; 
than give his mind to true wifdom and prudence, in 
which he hath no pleafure. 

The Lord Bacon aims at this y I fuppofe , when he briefly 
expreffes the fence of Solomon, tbta y Pro defiderio 
quaerit cerebrofus, omnibus immifcet fe, “ A bare- 
“ brain d man feeks to fatisfie his fancy y and intermix - 
“ eth bimfelf with all things . According to that of Se¬ 
neca, Vita fine propofito, languida eft & vaga. “ A 
* c life that propofetb no end to purfue, is faint y fickly 
“ and vagrant . 

Jf we take the word niphrad in a good fence , then the 
Taraphrafe muft run thus: 

1. He that lives retired, and fequefters himfelf from 
all company, and bufinefs, out of a true affedtion to 
wifdom; endeavours to have a found knowledge 
and undemanding of things. 

2. But a vain man additts himfejf to his Studies, for 
no other end; but onely to vapour with a fhew of 
wifdom, which he doth n6t love. 


[b] As for the \ulgzv Tranflation, it is fo remote from the 
Hebrew, that 1 flail onely obferve an handfome appli¬ 
cation which the Lord Bacon bath made of the fecond 
verfe ; to a quite different purpofe from all Interpret 
ters that I am acquainted with , The words there run 
thus, Non recipit ftultus verba prudentum, nifi ea 
dixerisquae verfantur in corde ejus. Which it common¬ 
ly underflood of accommodating ones felf to the hu¬ 
mour of a fool, who otherwife will not regard what is 
faid to him : hut that great Man applies to the way 
of dealing with men of corrupt minds and depra¬ 
ved judgments. “ Who pre-fuppofe that hone fly 
u grows out' of weaknefs of wit , and want of expert « 
t£ cnee \ or onely out of a filly belief given to Preachers 


anf Schoofmafteriy to Books and Popular opinions. 


Ami 



* to 
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il And therefore unlefs you can make them plainly per- 
€l ceive that you know what is in their very hearty 
11 when you exhort and admonifh them ; and are as 
4< well acquainted with their depraved principles and 
il crooked rules y and have as fully difcovered y and 
“ deeply founded them as tbemfelves y they will defpife 
V- all manner of vertue and the mofl excellent counfels ; 
“ according to that admirable Oracle of Solomon, A 
“ fool will not receive the words of the wife, unlefs 
u thou fpeakeft the very things that are in his heart, 
<c i. e, an honejl man can do no good upon the wicked ; 

unlefs he know all the coverts and depths ef wicked- 
u nefs. In which Matchiavel himfelf hath done fome 
“ fervice-y by difeoveringplainly what men ufe to doe, 
H not what they ought to doe. Advanc . of Learnings 
H B. V1L Chap. i. 

[c] The next verfe may have a connexion with thefe two., 

. and intend to deferibe the worfl of wicked men ; whofeek 
for glory by being fo bold as to fcorn Rel\gion y and all 
the Teachers of it. Such men are the greateft of Solo¬ 
mon 9 s fools : by whom an excellent perfon (whom the 
Hebrews call Ifh in oppofition to Adam) jhould not be 
difeouragedy from pouring out good inftruttions j ah he 
/hows in the following words , verle 4. 

Ed) Then after a caution to Judges (v. 5.) to fearch into 
the merits of a caufe ; and not merely to look to the qua¬ 
lity of the perfon that appears before them ; he ob- 
j'ervesin fever al verfes, the mi [chiefdone by the tongue , 
v. 6, 7, 8. In the lap of which the word Mithlaha- 
mim being of uncertain fignifeat ion , (becaufe it is 
but once more ufed y and in this Book , to the fame pur - 
pop) I have taken in two or three of the fence /, cf 
which it is capable: as he that pleafes to ex amine , will 
be fat is fed. 

[e] Rabbi Levi obferves y that in the tenth verfe there be¬ 
gins another fort of precepts , cf a different kind from 
thofe that have been hitherto delivered from the be- 

ginning 
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ginning of the Tenth Chapter, to this place. Ail which 
have been in a manner, concerning the danger of fuch 
vices , as (loth, hatred, anger,deceit,brawling, ftrife, 
impiety; and other parts of that folly , againft which 
be hath given many General cautions, But now he pro - 
cceds , as that Jewifh Doftor thinks, to an Argument 
of another nature , direiling men in the management of 
affairs of State , or in domeftick bufinefs , &c. Which 
is true in part, but not an exatt Obfervation . For 
there are precepts of the former kind , interfperfid in 
the following Chapters, as any one may fee that will read 
them: and fo there are feveral political maxims, and o- 
thers belonging to different matters, in the Chapters 
foregoing . Even that obfervation which here immediate¬ 
ly follows (v. 11.) concerning a rich mans confidence in 
his Wealth , rather than in the Divine Providence and 
protection, was delivered in part before X. i$. And 
the very next concerning pride and humility ( v . i z.) in 
Chap. XV, 33. and XVI. 18. And that alfo ( v; 1 6.) 
about gifts was touched in XVII. 8: 

ff] The thirteenth verfe is referred by fome to Judges, 
who were anciently called Cognitores. And in good Au¬ 
thors cognofcere is as much as to doe the office of a Judge ; 
who ought to take the greateft care to know the truth , 
before he give a fentence . For if it be a fhame to a 
private perfon , in ordinary, difcourfe , to anfwer a 
matter before he heareth it; much more will it be to 
a Magi ft rate, if in matters of juftice and judgment , 
he come to a refaction, before be hath taken full cogni¬ 
zance of them . 

[g] Some would conned the feventeentb verfe with the 
foregoing, but I have taken it feparately. And there 
being feveralways of interpreting it, either politically, 
with relation to caufes brought before a Judge ; or fpi- 
ritually, with relation to what is tranfalfed in a mans 
own Soul ; I have followed our Tran ft at ion, which 
feems to me, neareft: to the Hebrew. In which a juft 

man 
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! man is not the per fan of whom Solomon /peaks ; but 
the mark of the Nominative Cafe (a* Grammarians 
call it) is fat before the word firft. So that it hath the 
fame meaning with our vulgar faying ; One tale is 
good, till another be told : though I think there is 
more in it\ and the Lord Bacon hath made this excel - 
lent difcourfe upon it ; which 1 have not neglected in 
my Parapbrafe. 

li The firft Information , fays he, f Adv. of Learning, Book 
“ nil Cb . i. Parab. 17 J in any caufe , if it a little 
lt fix it felf in the mind of the Judge , takes deep root , 
lt and wholly feafons and prepojfeffes it: fo a* it can 
“ hardly be taken out , unlefs fame manifeft faljhood be 
iL found in the matter of the Information ; or fame 
<c cunning dealing , in exhibiting , and laying open the 
(t fame. For a bare and femple defence , though it be juft 
4 ‘ and more weighty , can hardly compenfate the preju - 
“ dice of the firft Information , nor is of force in it felf\ 
“ to reduce the ft ales of Juft ice, once fivayed down , to 
u an equal balance. IVherefore it is the fafeft c our ft 
u for a Judge, that nothing touching the proofs and 
w merit of the caufe , be intimated before hand ; m* 
“ tin both Parties be beard together : And it is be ft 
w for the defendant , if he perceive the Judge to be pre- 
u occupated , /jfowr principally in this (fa far at the 

“ quality of the caufe will admit) to diftover fame cun - 
“ jhifts , fraudulent dealing , prattifd by 

adverfe party , £0 jiw/e of the Judge. 

They that expound this verfe (as the Ancients generally do) 
concerning private judgment , within a mans own foul , 
follow the LXX. and the vulgar Latin : common¬ 

ly make this the meaning. A good man, before he 
mind another man’s faults, will firft narrowly look to 
his own : and call himfelf to an account , before be in¬ 
quire after their miftarriages. This is an excellent fence 
(if the words would bear it) which fame of the Lu¬ 
therans follow: even Melandthon himfelf, who thus 
1 ■ tranflates 
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tranfates it, Juftus initio eft accufator fui, ported 
inquirit in alium : and runs into a long difcourfe concern¬ 
ing M'love, and mens blindnefs to their own faults, and 
quick-fightednefs in fpying other mens ; citing the 
known faying* of Catullus, Horace and Perfius to this 
purpofe. But , though he take the juft man here to be 
oppofed to the hypocrite our Saviour fpeaks of who 
minds the mote in his Brother s eye , and negletts the beam 
in his own, yet he acknowledges that theGreekword in 
the LXX belongs to the Law , and the civil Courts , viz. 

which is the allegations of the accufer , before 
the other party be heard : and hath this remark out of 
Demofthenes, It is hard to pull out of mens minds, 
the opinion they have firft conceived. 

Which Verres among the Romans underftood fo well , that 
it waihis commontrick , to accufe thofe whom hehad 
injured : for men are apt to favour the Vlaintiff ; fup- 
pofing he cannot have the impudence to complain with¬ 
out a caufe . 

Nay , there are thofe in the Roman Church that apply 
the vulgar Tranflation this way \ to this fence . A juft 
man is fo prudent (as well as honeft) as to relate all 
that concerns his caufe fincerely, without concealing 
anything; even accufing himfelfifhe be guilty: 
whereby he procures greater favour, and prevents 
what his Adverfary would have laid ; who, be fure, 
would have laid it open to his difgrace, if he had 
craftily omitted any thing, &c. 

But 1 will not trouble the Reader with any other of their 
Interpretations which aredevifed merely to makegood 
that Tranfation . The truth of ours may be further 
juftified from the next , v. 18. which belongs to the mat¬ 
ter of civil controverts: which if the Judges could not 
determine , were referred to God's decifion by lots . 

[10 But I have faid enough , if not too much of this: and 
therefore (hall onely cbferve a few ref eel ions which 
Melnnfthon makes upon the Twenty-fecovd verfe. 

“ When 
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" Where he notes firft how acceptable the ftate of Mar- 
41 riage is to Almighty God, as well as unto us , And 
“ next .what care he takes of pious perfons in that ftate ; 
“ for fo he under ft anils thofe words , as they run in the 
“ Vulg . Lat. Hauriet voluptatem a Deo. As if he 
ct jhould fay, there are great dangers in humane life, 
4< and many common miferies; but God will be the 
c< keeper of fuch married perfons, as in happy con- 
t; cord and agreement, invoke his protection. 
u Such were Zachary and Elizabeth, and other piou6 
per fons : whom God wonderfully preserved, when the 
u armies of wicked men ravaged all Judaea. When La- 
ct myvus flew 30000 Jews, and caufed the captives to 
“ eat the carkajfes of their Brethrenthen he protected 
cc Zachary and 'Elizabeth, and the blefled Virgin 
and her parents ; as he faved the three Children in 
“ the fiery furnace. By which examples we may con - 
“ ceive , what it is to draw pleafure from the Lord. 
a Thofe words alfo (how , what comfort and delight there is 
“ in an agreeable marriage ; and therefore we ought to 
“ flee fornication: and keep in mind thofe fevere threat- 
“ niygs. Whoremongers and adulterers God will 
“ judge, &c. and the punijhments God inflicted upon the 
a inhabitants of Canaan for their confufed lufls. Nec 
“ eft dub turn, magnam partem calamitatum, &c. 
“ Nor is there any doubt, that a great part of the 
“ calamities, among all mankind, arc the punifhments 
<l of filthy lufts. Let us therefore be more ardent in 
u Egging chaflity of God ; for the more he is difpleafed 
tc with impurity , the more carefully we ought to pre - 
Cl ferve chaftity , and let us obferve that rule, To fliun 
fins is to fliun the occafions of fins. 

i. t ^T^Hrough defire, a man ba- 1. T- 3 E that effects 
I. ving feparated himfelf, . Angularity in- 

feeketh and interrnedleth with all q unes in to a h man ~ 

wrdm ner , of thin ^ s; aC ' 

cording as his vain¬ 
glorious 
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glorious humour leads him: which makes him alfo bend 
himfelf, with all the wit he hath, to overthrow the folid 
reafons of wifer men* See Arg. [a]. 


2. A fool hath no delight in un- 2. For a fool will 
derftanding , but that his heart may never take any plea- 

difcover if feif. j^ re }P tf L e 

J J J Handing; but all the 

defign of his ftudies is, to make a vain oftentation of wifflom 

unto others: This is his chiefeft pleafure, to hear himfelf 

difcourfe; that is, difcover the folly that is in his heart. 

See Arg. [b]. 


3. when the wicked cometh , 3. Into whatfoever 

then cometh alfo contempt , and company or fociety 

Whb W™*’ re ? roach - Schools^of 'wifdomJ 

a prophane perfon comes, he brings along with him, con¬ 
tempt of God, and Religion, and good men: and (as one 
wickednefs grows oat of another) that contempt improves 
into affronts, and reproachfull language of them. See 
Arg. [Yj. 


4. The words of a marts mouthy 
are as deep waters , and the well - 



as a flowing 


4. A man of great 
underftanding is ne¬ 
ver exhaufted, nor 
wants matter of ufe- 
flill inftruftion: his 


mind being like a fountain, out of which wife thoughts 
Ipring perpetually; and flow in abundance, with a torrent 
of E loquence, for the common good and benefit. 


5. It is not good to accept the per¬ 
fon of the wicked , to overthrow the 
righteous in judgment . 


5. Apologies may 
be made for it, but 
it can never be made 
confident with hone- 


fty and goodnefs, to have refpeft to the perfon, not to 
the caufe; which is brought before one in judgment: for 
by that means the wicked is favoured, becaufe he is rich, 
or becaufe he is a friend, &c t and the jult man lofes his 
right, and is opprefled, becaufe he is poor, or none of the 
judge’s acquaintance. 


6. A 



176 A Paraphrafe on Chap. XVIIf. 


6 . A fools lips enter into con¬ 
tention^ and bis mouth calleth for 
flrokes . 


6. If a fool find 
others fcolding or 
contending, he will 
thruft himfelf into 


the quarrel: but is fo unskilful!, that inftead of making 
them friends, lie increafes the difference, till from words 
they come to blows ; in which he efcapes not without 
fonie fhare of them to himfelf. 


7. A fools mouth is his defiruffi- 7. For in all other 

cn, and bis lips are the fnare of his cafes, a fool ufes his 
r 0H i' tongue foimprudent- 

J ly, that he ruins 

himfelf by his own difcourfe: and if he go about to defend 
what he faith ; he is but the more intangled, to the certain 
hazard of his life. 


. 8, The word of a tale-bearer are 8. A whifperer of 

as wounds , and they go down into klfe ftories makes a 

the innermoll parts of the belly . great fhow ot harm- 

1 J letnefs, it not ot love 

and kindnefs, when he backbites others; nay feems per¬ 
haps to doe it very unwillingly, with great grief of heart, 
and not without excufes for the perfons, from whom he 
detrafts: but his words give tnem the mod deadly 
wound; and fink deep into the mind of thofe that hear 
them. See Arg. [d\. 


9. He alfo that is Jlotbfull in bis 9. There is fo lit- 
work, is brother to him that is a tie difference between 

great waller. a anda 

* prodigal, that they 

may be called Brethren: for he that looks not after hisbu- 

finefs, muff needs come to poverty, as well as he that is 

a (pend-thrift. 


i o. The name of the Lord is a io. The Almighty 

ftrong tower: the righteous runneth power and goodnefs 

into it, and is fafe. °[ ^ , L ° rd ° f 

J J the World, is the fe- 

cureft defence in all manner of dangers: unto which a ver- 

tuous man may have the confidence cheerfully t6 refort, 

and hope to find protection; nay, to be rhere as fafe, as if 

he was in an impregnable fcrtrels. See Arg. [*], 


ii. Tht 
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11. 7 l)e rich man's wealth is bis 1 1* The worldly- 

ftrong city: and a* an high wall in roj^d man indeed 

his own conceit. tl ? inks othermk and 

places his lecurity if* 

heaps of wealth ; which he fanfies hath a power to doe 
any thing, and is able to defend him (like a high bul¬ 
wark, which none can fcale) from all aflaults ; but, alas! 
rhis is onely his own vain opinion *, he is fafe merely in 
imagination. 


n. Before deft ru cl ion the heart 12. When a man's 

of man is haughty and before ho- ^pi r * c grows lofty by 

now is humility. profperity forgetting 

God, and defpnmg 

his brethren, it is a certain forerunner of his utter deftru&i- 
on: as on the other fide, humility, meeknefs and pati¬ 
ence, in a low condition, is the beft preparation for ho¬ 
nour and preferment. 


, 13. He that anfwereth a matter 
before he bearetb it, it is folly and 
jbarne unto him. 


13. He that is fb 
forward as to anfwer 
to a bufinefs before he 
hath heard the (late 


of it (that is before he underftand it) thinks perhaps to 
fhovv the guicknels of his apprehenfion: but, by his imper¬ 
tinent difcourfe, dechares his egregious folly, and makes 
himfelfridiculous. See Axg, f/jL 


14 The fpirit of a man will fuj- 14. There is a vaft 

tain his infirmity: but a wounded difference between 
fpirit, who can bear ? outward and inward 

evils ; for a manly 
fpirit will fupport us under bodily ficknefies and outvvarch 
affliftions: but it the mind it felf have loft its courage, and 
become abjefct, call down and opprelled with grief and fad- 
nefs i it is not in the power of man to raife and lift it up. 


15. The he art of the prudent get- 15. He (therefore) 

teth knowledge ; and the ear of the that hath much 
wifefccketh knowledge . undemanding, as to' 

* confider what is good 

for himliif, will take the greateft care, to poflefs his 
mind with the true knowledge of God, and of his du¬ 
ty to him; and be fo wife as to liften to thofe that can 

N give 
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give him right information, for it is this alone, that can 
preferve the mind from being d ejected and broken. * 


16. A mans gift maketh room 
for him , and bringeth him before 
great men. 


16. There is no 
man fo mean but he 
may make his way, 
whitherfoever he de¬ 


fires, by gifts arid prefents: which will procure his inlarge- 
tnent, if he be in prilbn; and more than that, bring him 
into favour with great men *, nay, purchafe him the ho¬ 
nour to wait upon Princes. 


17. He that is firfi in his own 17. A man may 

. feem to have a good 
caufe, who hath got 
the flare of his neigh¬ 
bour; till he come alfo to examine his information, and 
open the whole matter before the Judge: nay more than 
this,he hath a great advantage who firft poflefles the Judge’s 
mind , with the juftice of his caufe; for it will not be 
eafie for his adverfary to find out his tricks and to confute 
him, without a diligent learch and curious inquiry into 
what he hath a Hedged. See Arg. [g). 


caufe i feemeth juft: but his neigh 
hour cometh and Jearcheth him. 


18. The lot caufeth contentions 
to ceafe y and parteth between the 
mighty. 


18. But in fome 
cafes it is very hard to 
make an end of fairs; 
where the reafonsare 


ftrong on both fides, or the parties contending both very 
powerfall to maintain their prerenfions: and then the cart¬ 
ing of lots is an equal way to determine the controverfie; 
and put each of them in quiet pofleflion of that which 
falls to his flare. 


19. A brother offended is harder 19. But there are 

to be won than a ftrong city: and' no contentions lb 

their contentions are hie the bars ^ ar P ? nc ^ obltinate, 
r n i as thole among Bre- 

°) a . thren: who grow fo 

refraflary when they have tranigreffed againft each other, 
that it is ealier to take a llrong City, or to break the bars 
of a Caffe; than ir is to compoie their differences, and re¬ 
move all theobftru6tions that lie in the way to their hearty 
ieconcilution. 


ao. A 
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20. The Tongue is 
fo hard to govern, 
and fo much depends 
upon it, that (it can¬ 
not be too oft repeat- 


20. A mans belly Jhall be fa - 
tisfied with the fruit of bis mouth ; 
and with the increafe of his Ups 
Jhall he be filled , 

ed XII. 14. XIII. 2.) we ought to take as great care about 
the words wefpeak, as we do about the fruit of our Trees, 
or the increafe of the earth, which we are to eat; for ac¬ 
cording as they are wholfome and good, or unfavoury and 
bad ; fo will the pleafure or the pain be, wherewith we 
fhall be filled. 


1 r. Deal h and life are in thepow- 21. The good or 

er of the tongue; and they that love the harm that the 

it y Jhall eat toe fruit thereof Tongue can doe,both 

to a man s telf and 

unto others, is more than can be exprefled ; for many have 
cut their own throats by incautious words, when others have 
remained fafe by filence, or brought themfelves off from 
danger by prudent anfwers; in like manner by falfeaccufa- 
tions it deftroys other men, or faves them by teftifying the 
truth; and this may be laid down for a general Rule, that 
they who love to talk much fhall luffer by it. 

22. Whofo findeth a wife , find- 22. He who hath 

eth a good thing, and obtaineth married a wife, that 

favour of the LOR D. j? tr V!? a help meet 

J tor him, hath met 

with amoft excellent bleffmg: and ought thankfully to ac¬ 
knowledge the lingular favour of God, in guiding his mind 
to make fo happy a choice. Sec Arg. [h ~|. 


2;. The poor ufeth intreaties , Boldnefsdorh 

hut the rich anfivereth roughly . not become a Beggar, 

but modeft in treaties 
and dolefull applications, which is the proper language of 
the poor and miterable: and if they meet with a [tern or 
harm anfvver from the rich, it is no wonder; and they muft 
Itill humbly deprecate their difpleafure. 


24. A man that hath friends, 24. A friendly per- 

771 uf flew himfelf friendly: and fon is prone to doe all 

there is a friend that Jticketb clofer neighbourly offices 5 

than 0 brother. w x h ' ch 15 the ver ? 

N 2 end 
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end of ftiendlhip, and the way to preferve it: and fuch 
a friend is fometimes found, who loves fo heartily ; that 
he fticks clofer to his Friend in any ftreight, and affifts him 
more faithfully than a Brother. 


CHAP. XIX. 
ARGUMENT. 

£a] This Chapter begins with a comparison between the 
Rich and the Poor ; whom, in another regard , he had 
compared together in the lafl verfe but one of the fore- 
going Chapter. The fence is plain enough; and it is, 
f ma one of thofe Proverbs, 

which contains much wifdom in it, cu> Greg. Nazi- 
anzen fpeaks (Orat. XXVI.p. 458,459 ) who applies 
it unto “ Chriftians of mean undemanding, and 
“ fimple fpeech; that underftand not 
“ neither the infiances cf Pyrrho, not the Syllogifras 
“ of Chryfippus; nor the depraved cunning of Ari- 
<l ftotleV Arts, nor the witchery of Plato* s Eloquence ; 
€t which like the Egyptian plagues had infefted the 
4t Church . There is no need Jays he , of any of theft \ but 
<l a poor man that walks in his fimplicity (0 71\vns ^ xo- 
41 yv yvdcu, tu he parapbrafetb it, poor in difcourfe, 
41 and reafoning and knowledge) and relies upon plain 
4t fimple words, is much better (<and will in this way be 
41 faved, as in a fa a!I Cogboat) than a Fool (for he is 
4t no better ) that knows howto wind and turn every way 
4t in bis difcourfe •, and mo ft unlearnedly trufls tohisde - 
4t monflrations, &c. But this muft be acknowledged not 
to be the literal fence of the words, but onely an accom - 
modation of them to his purpofe: which was toreprefent 
how commendable fimplicity is in Religion, and in¬ 
quiries of Faith ; as well as in all things elfe. Not 
that a man jhould content himfelf to be ignorant, but 
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cnely , that be fhould not be too curious and fubtil in his 
difquifit ions. 

CbU Fsr Solomon, in the next verfe, obferves tiro great 
fprings of all our mifcarriages ; want of underftanding, 
and want of deliberation- To make too much bafte in 
a bufinefs y is the way not to [peed (according to the 
known Proverb) and to run blindly upon any thing , is 
no lefsprejudicial to m in our undertakings. Thafs the 
meaning of the firft word , which we tranjlate alio: both 
he that affetls things without knowledge, and he that 
purfues what he underftands, without deliberation ; run 
into many miftakes, and commit ma?iy fins . So fome ren¬ 
der the word Nephes (Soul ) the defire of the Soul, 
the appetite , which muft be always governed by prudence ; 
or elfe it will run a man upon rocks , and precipitate him 
into ruin. For which mifcarriage , he Jhews in the next 
verfe (y. j.) he muft blame none but himfelf ; and never 
in the leaft re fie St upon God, as if He were negligent of 
m, or hard to us: which men are prone to think , when 
they have f 'oolijldy undone themfelves . 

[c] Then follows an obfervation y which he had made before , 
XIV. io. but here repeats, in different words, over and 
over again, v. 4, 6, 7. For it is a lamentable thing to 
fee how little true Friendfiip there is in the world ; 
moft men altering and changing together with the 
fortune (as we call it) of tbofe whom they pretend to 
love . If they be rich , they are courted by every bo• 
dy ; but poverty /hews how infinccrely. The Books of 
all ancient Authors are full of fuch Sentences ; which 1 
fhall not fo much as mention . [d] But note that in the 
midft of thefe , he inferts {v. 5.) an obfervation (1 which 
he had formerly made)of a greater wickednefs in hu¬ 
mane nature ; which moves them either publickly to 
accufe others falfty ., or fecretly to backbite them ; nei¬ 
ther of which jbafl efcape mpunifhed. For there is no 
word fo fecret that fhall go for nought, and the 
mouth that belyeth, flayeth the Soul \ as the Wifdora 

N 1 of 
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of Solomon excellently [peaks I. n. This is repeated 
alfo again in this very Chapter , v. 9. with the alterati¬ 
on onely of one word. The reafon of which is y */;*rSolo- 
mon (cv> I have noted before) ufing often the fame axi¬ 
oms , fometimes varied the phrafe , though not the ferae: 
and the Colletours 0} his fayings , thought good to fet 
down his different forms of fpeecb, for the fame thing. 
In both verfts, the LXX plainly under ft and him to 
fjpeak of fuch lyes a* are pernicious and hurtfull to 0- 
thers : and in the latter of them , they take the deftrudti- 
on which the Wife man threatens unto fuch lyars, to a- 
rife from their own wicked words . And fo I have expreft 
fed it in my Paraphrafe. There are thoft, who think 
that this Sentence is repeated in the ninth verfe , a* an 
admonition to the rich men fpcken of in the verfes fore¬ 
going ; who break theirpromifes with thofe that depend 
upon them ; and give good words, when there is no need 
of them: but will do no good , when men call for their 
aftiftance . Thefe frail fuffer for their falftnefs . But 
this feems to be ftraind ; and not agreeable to the 
meaning of the Hebrew Text . 

That which follows (v. 1 of is a notable admonition 
of the covfufed and d if ordered ft ate of things y here in 
this prefent world: wherein we too often fee men void 
of wit or goodnefs , wallowing in pie a fare ; that is , a- 
bounding in all things that can gratifie their fences , 
which they pleafe moft abfurdly: and mean men getting 
into power , and lor ding it over their betters, &c. Theft 
things are very unfeemly, faith Solomon; and the latter 
of thefe more unfeemly than the former : but fo it will 
be , unlefs men become wife and good ; for moft are made 
worfe by profperity , which they know not how to ufe. 
Therefore it is a true Rule of the Son of Sirach XXXIII. 
£cclus. 24. Focjder, a wand and burthens for an 
Afs: and bread, correftion and work for a Slave. 
pvery one is heft in the condition that is proper for 
bin ): and therefore 4 Slave ftmid be kept under # 
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and a brutijh Sot be redrained from taking all bis plea- 
fire. For no man is fit to govern another , that cannot 
govern bimftlf as the next verfie intimates: And the 
more power any man hath , the harder it is for him to 
command his pajfions: which may be fuggefted in the 
twelfth [f] verfe ; for the young Lion to whom a 
King is compared , as he is the ftrongeft , fo is the fier- 
ceft of all other . 

From hence the Wife man pajfes to fome domeftick obferva - 
tions v. 13, 14, 15, 18,19. Vpon which if I Jhould 
make any remarks , it would extend this Preface beyond 
its juft bounds. The skilfull Reader will fee where 1 
have put two fences together: which I could not do 
in the twenty third verfe , and therefore jhall here 
give a Jhort account of it . 

[g] All Interpreters , except one , underftand it as our 
Tranflation hath rendred it ; by fupplying a word be¬ 
fore , abideth fatisfied. Onely Lud. de Dieu thinks the 
parts of this verfe are oppofite ; as the reft ufe to be : 
and by that word which we tran/late iatisfied (which fig - 
2 rifles full in the Hebrew Language) underftatids proud 
and haughty people (as they who are rich are too prone 
to be) who are here oppofedto him that fears God ; as 
they are in Lute. L 50, 51,53. And the Parapbrafe 
will run thus ; He that is poffefled with fuch a reli¬ 
gions fence of God, that he fears to offend Him, is 
a moft happy man : but he that is fwolh with pride 
and forgets God, when worldly goods flow in upon 
him,(hall lie down atlaft in forrow; and never want 
fotnething or other to afflift him. And fomething of 
this fence the LXX, feem to have had in their mind ; 
who make the members of this verfe oppofite s as he 
doth ; underftanding by full, he that hath no 
fear of God. For fo their Tranflation runs j the fear 
of the Lord is to a man's life, b A &c. 

but he that is without fear ( viz. of God) (hall a- 
bide in places, where there is no knowledge 

N 4 
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to govern hijn, i. e. run blindly into all manner of 
mi [chief. 

[h J The next verfe is a moft elegant, but hyperbolical, de- 
' fcription of a man that hath given up himfelf to floth : 
who refufes to doe things, at eafie at to pull his hand out 
of his bofome; and at neceflary at to eat and drink. 
This being the plain fence, I have not varied from the 
common tranfldtio'n of the word zallachath ; which e- 
very where fignifies a pot, or difh, or fomething like it 
and can onely by a metaphor be applied to the bofom, 
or arm-holes. But we mu ft either fo under ft and it, 
or elfe take the firft word taman, hide, in a very im¬ 
proper fence: for there can be no caufe for hiding the 
hand in a pot . Therefore wc mu ft either tranftate it 
at we do \ or elfe underftand by hide, putting, or 
thrufting the hand into the pot or dift ; and thus tran- 
flate the whole verfe : A (luggard puts his hand into 
the difh; but will not fo much as move it from 
■ thence unto his mouth. 

Pi] The next verfe, at Melandthon well notes, is an ob- 
fervation concerning the way of amending the world. 
Some are fo bad, they muft be handled with great fharp- 
nefs : efpecialiy fuel) prophane men, at with an Epicure¬ 
an contempt deride admonition, and grow thereby more 
furious. But there are thofe who grow better 9 even 
by the examples of feverity againft notorious Off enders: 
As the Gibeonites, came and fought peace, when they 
faw their neighbours deftroyed : and the puniftoment of 
Sifainnes made Otanes more cautious, when he was 
placed in the Seat covered with his Predeceffour's skin ; 
as Herodotus -relates in his Terpfichore. But then 
there are a third fort, who need not fo much; hut 
being admonifhed, are obedient to thofe that tell them 
of their faults. To fuel) a reproof, at the moft is fuf- 
ficient. 

Qk] In the two next verfes, I have had refpett to both 
conftrudfions, of which they are capable . But in v. 28. 

I have 
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I have omitted the fence, which fame great Hebricians 
give of the words ; as if dr ungodly witnefs fought one- 
ly by falfe colours to deceive the Judge, and thereby per¬ 
vert judgment. For a witnefl of Belial, fee ms to me 
rather to fegnife fuels an impudent f 'arlet, as flicks not 
boldly to tefiifie to the groffeft lyes. 


i.T} Etter is the poor that walk- 


i. \ Poor man 
whoa£ts fin- 
cerely, and hath no 
guile in his mouth, is 
tar happier and more 


etb in his integrity , than 
he that is perverfe in his lips, and 
is a fool. 

to be commended, than him that gathers great riches by 
fraud and circumvention: which he takes to be cunning, 
but will prove folly in the end. See Arg. [a ]• 

Alfa that the foul be with- 2. ignorance and 
out knowledge, it is not good; and inconfi deration, are 

he that baft etb with his feet, fin- ^ Lla ^ y mind^that 

net ^' knows not what it 

ought to chufe, and what to avoid, can never doe well: and 
if a man haftily and unadvifedly purfue an end (which he 
reafonabiy propounds to himfelfj and will not take time 
to deliberate, he muft needs commit many errors. See 
Arg. [ 4 ], 


%. The foolifhnefs of man per - 3 < Vet he is unwiT 

vertetb his way : and hu heart ling t0 c ^ ce theblame 

fretteth againft the LO RD. u P on himfelf > but 

commits this grand 

error after all the reft; that when his own folly, and per¬ 
haps wickednefs, hath led him to many misfortunes, he 
imagines God is unkind to him: and is vexed, not at him- 
felf but at the Divine Providence; againft which he perpe¬ 
tually murmurs. 


4. Wealth maketh many friends ; 4. Together with 

but the poor is feparated from his Riches, a man gets 
neighbour . many (and perhaps 

great and power- 
full) Friends, though he had none before: but he that 
hath molt need of them is fo far from getting any, that, if. 

he 
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he had one, he lofes even him, when, he grows poor. See 
Arg, [el 

5. A falfe witnefs /hall not be 5. A falfe Witnefs, 
unpunilhed, and he that fpeaketb who fears not in open 

lyes, (hall not efcape. innocen t, fhall meet 

atrlaft with a juft punifhment: nor fhall he efcape, who 
privately calumniates, and vents his malice in lyes to the 
prejudice of his neighbour. See Arg. [ d J. 

6 . Many will intreat the favour 6. A Prince never 
of the prince ; and every man is a wants fuitors for his 

friend to him that giveth gifts . g^ed perfons feek 

with the humbled fubmiflions: and every one loves, or 
pretends to love him ; whole liberality is fo well known 
every where, that it hath procured him the name of a boun¬ 
tiful! giver. 

7. All the brethren of the poor 
do hate him: how much more do his 
friends go far from him? he pur - 
fueth them with words % yet they 
are wanting to him. 

ny, as a difgrace.or a trouble to them; and therefore no 
wonder if his companions and familiars grow drange to 
him: He urges them with their former proteftations or 
promiles ofkindnefs, but finds they fignifiea nothing; and 
if he earnedly implore their pity it is to no purpole. 

8 . He that getteth wifdom , lo- 8. He that is fo 
veth his own foul : he that keepeth confiderate, as to va- 
underflandingj (hall find good. JPF , Wiftlora above 

dingly toftore his mind with vertuous principles, is the tru¬ 
ed lover ofhimfelf: and if h e driftly oblerve them, and con¬ 
duct his life by thole rules, he fhall find the profit ot it. 


7. All the kindred 
of a poor man not 
oneiy foriake him (as 
was obferved before 
v. 4. and XIV. 20.) 
but hate his compa- 


9. A falfe witnefs fhall not be 9. He that tedifies 
unpunijhed, and he that fpeaketh to a lye, to the per- 
lyes , (hall perifb. verting of juftice, if 

the Judge dp not 
find him out, fhall be punifhed by God: and he who 

privately 
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I privately whifpers (landers againft his neighbours, and kin- 
1 dies ftrite and contention'among them, (hall periili by thofe 
1 wicked practices. 

10. Delight is not feemly for a 10. Pleafure doth 

fool : much lefs for a ftrvant to no f become a man 

! have rule over princes. underftand- 

x ing; who is never 

more ridiculous than when he can doe what he lid: and yet 

Empire lefs becomes a vile Slave ; who is mod intolerably 

1 infolent, when he can wantonly domineer over thegreateft 

perfons. See Arg. [>]. 


11. The dijeretion of a man de¬ 
ferret b his anger # and it is his glory 
topafs over a tranfgrejfwn. 


11. The world 
thinks him ftupid, 
who is patient} and 
without fence ofho- 


inour, who pafles by injuries: but the more underftanding 
any man hath, the (lower he is to anger; and the greater 
i his Spirit is, the greater his glory and praife, not to revenge 
a wrong, when he hath opportunity. 


12. The kings wrath is as the 12. But none find 

roaring of a lion ; hut his favour is tnore difficult than 

/// dew upon the grafs. e ^P e p a ^y jn 

1 b the heat of his youth, 

to bridle his wrath; the (ignification of which is as dreadfull 

to his Subjefrs, as the roaring of the young Lyon to the reft 

t of the Beads : and on the other fide, any token of his fa- 

i vour and kindnets is io comfortable, that as the dew re¬ 


stores thofe herbs, \yhichwere parched by the hoc beams of 
the Sun; fo it revives thofe who were almoll (truck dead 
with the terror of his rage. See Arg. [/]. 


1;. Afooli[h[on is the calamity 13. Two things 

of his father and the contentions of make a man exceed** 

a wife are a continual dropping . JPS unhappy ; a dif 

f 0 lolute Son and a 

fcokling Wife : for the former breaks the heart of his Fa¬ 
ther, to fee him like to prove the utter deftru6tion of his Fa¬ 
mily : and the other drives a man to undoe his Family him- 
feU, when he is no more able to live at home with her, 
than to dwell in a rotten and ruinous heufe, through thu 
roof of which the rain drops perpetually. 

14 . Honfs 
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14. Houfe and riches are the in- 14- The fingubr 

her it ante of fathers ; and a prudent Providence of God 
wife is from the LORD . therefore is to be ac- 

J knowledged,in a ver- 

tuous Wife; which is not fo eafie to get as an eftate. For 
an houle, with all its furniture, and land belonging to it 
may defcend upon us, without our thought, from our pro¬ 
genitors: but great care and prudence is required in the 
choice of a Wife, that knows how to manage a Family 
aright; who is not found neither, without the peculiar di- 
re&ion and blefling of the Lord. 

15. Slothfulnefs caftetj) into a 15. As labour 

' an idle foul (hall makes men vigorous 

andnch, lo noth and 
idlenefs hath thefc 
two miferable effefts: that it infen fibly finks the mind into 
a dull ftupidity and unconcernednefe about the mod necd- 
fary things; and thereby reduces them unto extreme beg¬ 
gary and want, To which may be added a third-, that it 
tempts men to fhirk, and ufe difhoneft arts for a liveli¬ 
hood. 

1 

16 He that keepetb the com- 16. He that care- 

mandment, keepeth his own foul; obferves the 

but he that defpifetb his ways, (hall commandments ol 
». J God, as the rule o( 

(iie " his life , hath a due 

care ofhimfelf, and confultshis Soul’s fafety: but he that 
minds not what he doth, defpifing all order and rules of 
bfe, is regardlefs of his own good, and will be very mife¬ 
rable. 

17. He that hath pity upon the 17. He that takes 
poor, lendeth unto the LORD ; and compaffion on the 
that which he hath given, will he P°° r anc ^ relieves his 
pay him wain. necefhties, doth not 

- impoverifh but in- 

rich himfelf. For the Lord looks upon what is given to 
the poor as lent unto Him ; and He will not fail to make him 
^ full compensation; or rather return the benefit he hath 
done to others, with large intereft and increafe of blelUngs, 
upon him and his polleriry. 


deep fleep ; a 
fuffer hunger 


18. Citfcn 
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18 . Cbaften tby fon while there 18. Give due and 
is bope> and let not thy fokl fpare timely correftion to 

for bis crying. So " to f faults ^ 

J ' * before he hath gotten 

an habit of them, and there be little hope of his amend¬ 
ment: but neither proceed to fuch cruel ufege of him, as 
to make him weary of life, and not to care what becomes 
of him; nor yet be moved merely by his roaring to abate 
ofthy-neceflfary feverity towards him. 

19. A man of great wrath jball *9* For he whofe 
juffer punifhment: for if thou deli - J vrat ^ j exceec ^ s 

ver him, yet thou muff do it again . {^ n< fevere^b^ond 

meafure, undoes his Child, and confeauently himfelf (nay 
all men that are immoderately angry bring great mifchiets 
upon themfelves, and if you help them out of one danger, 
it doth not make them cautious, but they run into a new 
trouble) and yet if he do not punifh him at all, he tempts 
him to gp on in his fin j and the feme cafe, whether he 
ihall punifh him or no, will return again. 

20. Hear counfef and receive 20. Liften unto 
ivftruBion , that thou mayff be wife B°°d advice, and be 

in thy latter end . not irT1 P at i ent of re¬ 

proof; nonor of cor¬ 
relation for thy faults: but receive all thankfully; and learn 
thereby that wifdom which will doe thee fervice, when all 
things elfe will fail thee. 

11. There are many devices in a 
mans heart \ neverthelefs the conn - 
fel of the LORD , that (hall ft and. 


21. There are ma¬ 
ny defigns and con¬ 
trivances in the minds 


of men, which they 
think are fo well laid that they cannot mifearry: but are all 
defeated by the over-ruling counfel of the Lord ; which a- 
lonecan inevitably bring to pais whatfoever it pleafes. 


22. The defire of a man is his 22. There is no- 
kindnefs: and a poor man is better thing more defirable 
than a lyar. to a nun , than to 

. , , , ... have wherewithal! to 

be kind to others, and oblige his Friends and neighbours; 
tor nothing makes him more beloved: but it is better to 
want this power, than to have it, and have nQ will to doe 

good; 



23. Tl)e fear of the LORD 
tendeth to life, and he that hath 
it Jhall abide fatisfied: he [hall not 
be vifited with evil. 
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good; no not to thofe to whom we have made great pro- 
tedious and promiles of love and kindnefs. 

23. Nothing makes 
a man lead fo happy 
a life as a religious 
care to pleafe the 
Lord in all things; 
which is attended with abundance ofbleflings, but efpecial- 
ly with inward fatisfadtton of mind ; which makes a* man 
fleep quietly and fecurely ; without fear of any evil that can 
invade him. &?Arg. [£]• 

24. All things feem 
(b difficult to a lazy 
wretch, who indul¬ 
ges himfelf in (loth 
and loves his eafe; that he would not willingly pull his 
hands from under his arms; no, not to put his meat into his 
mouth. See Arg. [£]. 


24. A flotbfull man hideth his 
hand in his boforn, and will.not fo 
much as bring it to his mouth again . 


1$* Punifh a de¬ 
rider of Religion fe- 
verely; and though 
it doe him no good, 
yet thofe incautious 


25. Smite a [corner, and the 
fimple will beware ; and reprove one 
that hath under ft anding, and he 
will under ft and knowledge . 

perfons whom he hath deluded, will be awakened by it 
to greater circumfpe&ion : but it is fnfficient onely to chide 
a well-difpofed perfon for his faults; of which he himfelt 
will receive the benefit, and learn to amend them. Sec 
Arg. [/]. 

26. He that wafteth his father , 
and chajeth away his mother , is a 
fan that caujeth fbame y and bring - 
eth reproach. 


26. 4 Son that 
leads a debauched 
life, too often whites 
alfhis Father’s eltare; 
and either turns his 


Mother out of doors, or makes her weary of the houie: 
which is fo dilgracefulfthat it makes them afhamed rofhew 
their heads; and will bring him to greater confuiion at the 
laft. 


27, Ceafe, my fon , to here the 
inftruclion that caufeth to err from 
the words of knowledge . 


27. My Son, be¬ 
ware of their dif* 
comfe, who, under 

the 
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the fhew of greater learning, feduce thee from the plain 
doftrines of Vertue; or if thou haft been unhappily enga¬ 
ged in fuch company, quit it prefentlv, and (tick to thole 
that honeftly inftruft thee: for remember this; to leave off 
hearing the inftruftion of good men, is the firft ftep to¬ 
wards a departure from all Religion. 


18. An ungodly witnefs fcornetb 28. A wicked wic- 
iudgrnent: and the mouth of the |} e <" s > who hath per- 

*>•««* sa#SRt; 

vil, mocks if you tell him of Law and Juftice, or of the 
judgment of God upon perjured perfons: tor there is no ini¬ 
quity fo great 4 but there are men as lewdly impious \ who 
not fo much as boggle at it, but will fwallow it down as 
glibly, as drunkards do their liquor. See Arg. [ k). 


19. Judgments are prepared for 29. But they ftall 

/corners, and/tripesfor the back of not mock always; for 
f nn t e terrible puniftments 

\ * ftall certainly be in- 

flifted upon thofe that feoff at Confidence and Religion : 
nor fhall other wicked men efoape, who are fuch fools as 
to flight thefe good inltruftions; but feel at laft to their 
fmart, the dolefull effects of their fin, in indelible marks 
of the divine dilpleafute. 


CHAP. XX. 
ARGUMENT. 

[a^ The firfi precept in this Chapter is againft Drunken- 
nefs, as an enemy to Wifdom , even in common things ; 
much more in thofe of everlafting confequence: For that it 
commonly expells out of mens minds all reverence both to 
Cod, and to others , inclining them to take the licence 
to fay or 'doe any thing without reftraint or diferetion ; 
and what unruly pajjions it excites when the brain is 
dijtarbed with it , u known to all } and need not be here 

recited . 
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recited . 77 ;e word -Homeh b?A/V/; Solomon Aw ufes t 
and which we render raging or outrageow> y includes them 
all: fignifying that difaompofad y unquiet and reft left 
ftate of mind \ which exprejfes it felf in fame wdd mo¬ 
tion or other , according as men are naturally inclined . 
But nothing worfe can be faid of it y than this that it 
makes men either ftupid fats , or profane fcojers at Reli* 
gion and all fobriety. 

£b ] Next to this he advifas every man to take heed, how 
he fuffers himfelf to be drunk with anger. For no- 
thing elfe but an intoxication therewith , can make a man 
fo diftraftcd y as to fly in the face of Majefly . For fa 
that word hithabber properly flgnifles 7 not to provoke 
the King (though' mo ft Interpreters , even Bochartus 
himfelf fo render it) but to be angry at him : which is 
a kind of madnefs: For thereby be is provoked to fuch 
fury, as is in young Lyons y who are the ficrceft of all 
others . 1 have therefore exprejfed both fences of the 

word . 

Qcl In the next verfa 1 take ifh to fignifie a more than' 
ordinary man \ one of the higheft rank \ and that in H if 
dutn: For it is oppofed to a fool y and therefore fa l 
have expounded it. 

£d ] As 1 have alfa tinderftood it in v. 5. where Solomon 
observes that there are no men fo cunning, but there 
are others as fubtil to find them out. Concerning 
which art of finding out men , the Great Lord Bacon 
bath given many notable rule's , in his lecond Chapter 
of the Fill Book of the Advancement of Learning) 
for though the knowledge it felf falls not under precepts , 
becaufa it is of Individuals ; yet inftritiliqns for the 
deducing of it may 'be given. And he observes fix 
ways whereby the knowledge of men may be drawn out 
and difclofed. By their faces and countenances \ by 

. words \ by deeds \ by their nature \ by their ends ; and 
ly the relations of others li bat he fays upon tbefa 
leads , the Reader may there find. I frail onely mention 
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this Jingle obfervation of hi*', That the weakeft and 
fimpleft fort of men,are bed interpreted by their Na¬ 
tures (<according to which they commonly act) but the 
wifedand rood referved, are bed expounded by their 
ends and aims. 

CeJ The next verfe is very variously expounded ; but 
our Tranflation feems to come near eft to the fence of 
the Hebrew words: H hich may admit a!fo of this con - 
ftruttion \ which approaches nearer than any other $ 
befide that which we follow. It is the common in¬ 
clination of mankind, when they are in need or dan¬ 
ger, to call for relief or help from him, whom they 
have obliged : but there are very few, that in fuch 
n condition will approve themfelves to be faithfull 
friends. 

[ f ] The Eleventh verfe alfo may be expounded quite con¬ 
trary ways . Becaufe the word ithnakker ftgnifies both 
to make ones felf known, and to make ones leIf 
dranger, unto others . All the ancient interpreters 
follow , as ours doth, the fir ft fence \ which feems moft 
genuinefor Nature commonly betrays its inclinations 
in children fo plainly , and they are fo ftrong and violent y 
that they cannot dijfemble them. Tet that (which is 
the other) is no abfurd fence ; which fame give of thefe 
Words, Even children are fo cunning, as tohide their 
inclinationsand therefore it is not eafie to guefs in 
their childhood, what they will prove when they 
come to mans edate. But this is not fo common as the 
other. 

I g] The next verfe fame good Interpreters expound wholly, 
concerning the happinefs a people is in , when the Sub¬ 
jects are fo humble, that they are inclined meekly to obey 
their Superiours ; and their Superiours fa wife , that 
they folicitoufly provide for their fafety and good Govern¬ 
ment. Tim Melanfthon obferves, that in Government 
the fa two things muft concurr\ Good Counfelin the Gover- 
nours } and Obedience in the Feople: both of which So- 

O lomon 
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lomon acknowledges to be the gift of God . Nay t both 
thefe, faith he, mufl concurr in a King \ who mujl not 
onely have good counfdlors, but be inclined alfo to heark¬ 
en to them , or elfe he will not be happy. Jeremiah was 

' an excellent Monitor , but Zcdekiah would not be 
ruled by him ; and fo Jerufalem was deflroyed: as 
on the other fide, Hezekiah in former times, heark - 
ned to Ifaiah, and then it was preferred. Hxc ell 
principalis fententia hujus dulciliimi dicti. But Ira - 
ther look upon this to be, that which they call a tropical 
fence , not the literal ; and therefore l onely note it here , 
together with this wbolefom Admonition of that Au¬ 
thor which follows : That Kingdoms cannot be well 
governed onely by humane Wifdom; but the Al- 
fiftance of God mud be implored both in giving of 
counfel, and in bowing the wills of meu to Obedi¬ 
ence, and in governing events. 

£ h J The fourteenth verfe is alledged by the Lord Bacon, 
as an inflame of one of the mere colours of good and e- 
vil: teaching m that ad is not good which men praife\ 
nor all bad which they difeommend. For as fraud, the 
Wife man here obferves , makes them difpraife that, 
to which they have a mind: fo in other cafes, out of 
ignorance, or out of partiality, or faftion, nay fome - 
times from natural difpofition, men both difparage that 
which is praife-worthy, and commend that which is good 
for little. 

But there fire other Authors, who give a quite different 
fence of theje words \ particularly Luther and Melan- 
fthem: who by koneh do not underftanda buyer; but in> 
dwner or poiltlfor. And imagine the meaning of this 
Troverb to be , that men are not wont to like that 
which they enjoy; but after God hath taken it away 
from them, then they commend the happinefs they 
have loft. The loft named Writer, heaps up abundance 
of excellent (ententes out of the Ancients, like this of 
Thucydides, &t) tJ / 3 a fj, the prelent is always 

grievous.* 
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grievous. Which arifes out officklenefs and inconftancyy 
or becauft they are cloyed with what they have long en¬ 
joyed ; or are impatient offome inconveniencies in their 
prefent ftate ; but chiefly out of inconflderation , that 
all conditions will have fomething troublefome in them \ 
and out of great unthankfulnefs to God, and infenfi - 
blenefs of his Providence , which difpofes things better 
than we can do our felves . But the word jithhal- 
lei, which we tranflate boaft, force admits of this 
fence ; and therefore I have not taken notice of it in the 
Paraphrafe . 

[i] Whether peninim in the next verfe, fignifles Rubies , 
or Pearls , cr any other fort of precious ft one, or none in 
particular , is not very material: but Bochart 1 think 
hath demonftrated that it fignifles Pearls (Part IL 
L. V\ C. 6 . de Sacr. An J and therefore I have fo 
tranflated it. And it is not an impertinent argument y 
which he alledges for this (cap. 2.) that Wifdom in the 
Scripture is frequently compared to Pearls , or preferred 
before them ; as it is here in this place . 

[It] In the feventeenth verfe, under the name of bread 
of deceit, may be comprehended all things got wrongfully: 
which though they may pleafe a man in the beginning , 
i will bring for row and pain in the conclufion : and there - 
, fore fo I have expreffed it in the Paraphrafe . 

1 ] There is little difficulty in the verfes that follow till 
we come tv the 25 verfe. Where the vulgar Latin hath 
been fo extremely corrupted,that various interpretations 
have thence arifen of a very plain fentence , as the words 
run in the Hebrew, Which are dire tied again ft Sa¬ 
crilege, as Proteftarit Writers univerfally acknowledge . 
A corruption (faith Mr, Cartwright bimfelf) 
which never more infefted the World than in this 
age: inwhich moftmen,notonely give nothing; but 
doe all they can to taken away from that which their 
> Anceltors have give to the fervice of God, and the 
ftipport of his Minifters* of Schools, or of thePoor. 

O ?. By 
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By which they are guilty not onely of their ownde- 
ftruction* but of the lofs of the fouls of others. The 
only difference between themhereinis, that fome takedhc 
words to be a cenfure of the hypocritical wickednefs 
offucby as after they have committed facrilege, and finch 
like fins, think to make God an amends by Vows y and 
Sacrifices and Prayers. 

Tbw> Luther and Melandthon, and among the Reformed 
(as they are called) de Dieu, who adds this new con - 
jetture, that the fir ft word Mokefch may be interpreted 
by afnare, i.e. fraudulently and craftily ; and then the 
fence is this : A facrilegious man finds devices to rob 
God, of things that are confecrated to Him: and 
then makes vows, in hope by them to expiate hisfa- 
crilege. The whole fentente be alfo obferves may be o- 
tberways difpofed: but it feems to be fo forced and 
ufual that I (hall not mention it. 

Jjn] The like variety of interpretations, the mi flake of (hi 
vulgar Latin hath produced in the next verfe. If hid 
feems to intend no more than this. That a Good King 
feparates the bad from the good, by a due execution 
of his Laws: which is like the winnowing of the 
corn, after the chaff is feparated from it, by draw¬ 
ing the wheel over it. For as the flail is the inftn- 
inent among us of beating the corn out of the husk y fo in 
thofe hot Countries , they made this feparation by a wheel 
drawn by Oxen over it: which both preffed.out the corn , 
and broke the draw ; as may be feen in XXVIII lfa. 
27, 28. and many other places, which our learned Conn- 
tr)inm N. Fuller bath explained in bis Mifcellanies 
(L . VI Cap . i z.) and Dr, Hammond hath applied to 
that place of the Pfilm!ft LXXVIII Pial. 13. though it 
feemed to me there, to have another meaning. 

Others by the wheel under ft and here fitch a fire p uni fo¬ 
ment as that mentioned 2 Sam. VIII 2. XII. 31. a no 
then the meaning is, He will ufe the utT.oft rigoui 
to extirpate the wicked, and fright men from their 
wickednefs; [n] Tht 
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[n] The plainefi fence alfo of v. 17. fee ms to be that in 

our Tranflation: the latter part of which the Lord Ba¬ 
con (with forne others) referr to the inquifitive fearch 
of mans mind into all manner of things . “ For though 

u the Wife man fays (in the HI Ecclefiaftes) that it 
H is impoffible for man to find out all the Works of 
u God ; yet this doth not derogate from the capacity 
u of mans mind , hut may be referred to the impedi- 
u ments of knowledge (fuch a* the fljortnefs of life , 
u janglings among learned men, and refufing to join 
“ their Studies and Labours, unfaithfull and depraved 
“ tradition of Sciences, with many other inconveniences, 
u wherein this prefent flate is intangled ) for that no 
“ parcel of the world is denied to mans enquiry , or in- 
€i vent ion he declares in another place ; where be faith , 

“ the Spirit of /nan is as the lamp of God; where- 
u with he fearcheth into the inwards of all fecrets. 
Thm he in the beginning of his Advancement of Learn¬ 
ing. TVhicb , if it be not the full import of the words , 
is nearer than that fence which others give of them ; 

! who by the candle of the Lord, underfiand either the 
knowledge of God himfelf \ which penetrates into the 
fecrets of all mens thoughts ; or elje his divine favour 
and love, the fence af which marvelloufly recreates and 
refreftes the foul\ and is as it were the life of man, pe¬ 
netrating through his whole body . 

[o] Vpon the nextverfe Kab-venaki hath this note \ that 

1 by chcfed, the mercy, which Solomon here commends 

unto a King we are to under ft and, an exceeding great e%- 
ce fs of goodnefs, and kindnefs\ even towards thofe who 
are not worthy of it: and by Emeth truth , his keep¬ 
ing his word exactly, and loving and fincerely prattifing 
this vertue. Which two will keep him from all harm ; 
but it is that excejjive degree of goodnefs alone ; which 
ejlablijhes and fettles him in the throne of his Kingdom . 
A Froverb direUly contrary to the wicked Maxims of 
Match iavel ? as Schickard obferves in his Milch pat 
HammelechjC^. IV. O 3 [p]T^ 
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Tp] The lafi verfe fome take to be a defcription of the 
depraved condition of humane Nature ; which maka 
men as loth . to be cured of their fins, by foarp and 
fevere rebukes, &c, as to be beaten till lumps be raifi 
ed in the flejh , &c. So they make Tamrick bera, the 
cleanfing or femring of an evil man, to be the fub- 
jeci of which he [peaks. And then the Faraphrafe 
fhoitld run thus. To rub up a wicked man, and chide 
him foundly for his fins; is as grievous to him as 
to beat him till he be bruited; and fo fore, that 
he complains his very bowels are hurt and in an- 
guifh by it. This I have not wholly neglected ; but 
jet followed the : ommon Expo fit ion : which is, that 
the fevered corporal punifhments, are necefiary for 
the cure of lotne offenders. 


i.TT 'Tine is a mocker, firong i-T ET him whofe 

V V drink is raging : and defign it is to 

1 vhofoever is deceived thereby, is and good, 

. ’;r take heed of accu* 

” ot m J e - _ doming hirofelf to 

excels of Wine, and fuch-like liquors; which is inconfiftcnt 

with it: For drunkennels not onely dilpotes a man to be 

abufive and fcurrilous, in deriding even things moft lerious 

and facred; but ro be fo furious, tumultuous and quarrel- 

fome, as declares him both to be a fool, and uncapable ot 

being otherwife. See Arg. [ a, ]. 

2. The fear of a King is as t e 2. The dilpleafure 
roaring of a Lion ; whofo provo - a Eing ftrikes ter- 

keth him to anger finneth againft ror . * nt ° men 
his own foul. makes them tremble, 

J % as they are wont to 

do at the roaring of a young Lion, which comes with open 
jaws to devour them: It is bed therefore ro fubrnit to him ; 
for whofoever provokes him, efpecially by angry and exa- 
fperating language, brings his own life (as well as his foul) 
into very great danger. See Arg. [£]. 

3. It is an honour for a man to 3. It is below a 
ceafe from ftrife : but 'every fool wile man, or one that 

will be medling. is truly great to (cold 

1 * . and 
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and brawl; or if a quarrel be begun, it is no difparagement 
to him (but the noblelt thing he can doe) to witn-draw 
himfelffrom ir, and let it reft: but all fools and lewd per- 
fons love to thruft themfelves into contention; andfanfie, 
when they areingaged in ftrife, they are bound in honour 
to maintain it. See Arg. [_ cj, 

4. Thefluggard will not plow by 4. The 'milled 

reafonof the cold ; therefore jhall he difficulty trig- *• ia- 

bejrin harveft* and have nothing. P erJon 
6 J 1 moitneceliary usner 

taking; for inftance, he will not rife to plough his ground 

in Autumn, when the morning air grows lhai.j, for fear of 

catching cold: by which means he expofes himfelf to far 

greater hard (hips; for in the harveft time, when plenty 

crowns the labours of other men, he turns beggar, and no 

body pities him, or will relieve him. 

5. Counjel in the heart of man is 5. There is nothing 

like deep water : but a man of m - but may be compaf 

demanding will draw it out . ^ by Wifdom, For 

3 * though die defigns 

and intentions of another man, efpecially that hath a deep 

wit, are as hard to be founded as Waters that lie in the 

fecret Caverns of the Earth: yet there are perfons of fuch 

penetrating underftandings, and of fo great a reach, that 

they will find means to difeover them and draw them out. 

See Arg [df ]. 

6 . Mofi men will proclaim every 6. It is fuch an ho - 
one his own goodnefs : but a faith- nourtobe kind and 

full man who can find ? r ? do good co others; 

that a great part of 
mankind value themfelves very much upon the mere pre¬ 
tence of it; every one of them boafting what he hath done, 
or will do upon occafion: though, alas! in a time of trial, 
it is very hard to find fo much as one of them, thar will 
be as good as his word. See Arg. [ e ]. 

7. 7 l)e juft man walketh in his 7. Blit whofoever 

integrity ; hi$ children are blejfed he be, that is indued 
after him . with this rare vertue 

of being juft to his 
word ; ana fo fincerely charitable, that he perfevereth in 

O 4 his 
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his vertue to the end of his days* he fhall not onely 
fare the better fpr it, and enjoy great iatisfaclion in 
himfelf, while he lives; but his children after him fhall 
reap the happy fruits, of his unfeigned love to God and 
man. 

8. A king that fitteth in the 8. A Prince atten- 

throne of judgment, fcattereth away ^ ve to his peoples 

all evil with his eyes. g?od, who doth not 

give up himfelf to 

pleafure, nor abandon all his care of the affairs to his Mini- 
iters, but fits conftantly himfelf to do juftice to his people; 
prevents a world of milchiet by his very prefence in the 
courts of judgment: and by his ftrict obfervance how things 
are carried, and carefull fearch into mens caufes, keeps both 
Judges and Pleaders, and all men elfe within the bounds of 
their duty; and applies fitting and feafonable remedies to 
all the publick grievances. 

9. Who can fay , I have made my 9. There is no man 

heart clean. 1 am pure from my fin? perfect, that he 

. . J J hath nothing left to 

doe; for who can fay, and fay truly, that he hath not the 
leaft evil affeftion remaining in him, no unruly pafTion flir- 
ring in his foul? Or that he is fo free from every fin, that 
he needs no further purifying ? 

10 . Divers w ights , and d\~ 10. It is not lu 

vers meafures y bo:b of them ar e alike fmaH a fin as men i- 

abomination to the LORD. magine to cheat, and 

cozen their neigh¬ 
bours , for inftance, to buy by a weight or a meafure too 
heavy and big, and to fell by thole that are too light and 
(canty: for thefe are alike difpleafing to the Lord; nay fuch 
injuftice is deteftible to Him beyond expreffion. 

11. Even a child ii blown by his 11. It is not hard 
doings , whether his work be pure y to give a fhrewdeon- 

andwhether it be right. jecture, w ^ aCa child 

^ is like to prove w hen 

he is a man: For not onely youths, but little children, 
make early difeoveries, by their behaviour, by their con¬ 
trivances, by their dealings one with another; nay, by their 
i • •• •* • . • • verv 
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very fports and paftimes, and fuch things wherein they 
delight, whether their future life will probably be modeit 
andhoneft; free, that is, from lafcivioufiiefs, impurity, and 
fuch like vices; and void alfo of fraud, and guile, and ma¬ 
lignity of fpirit. See Arg. [/]. 


n. The hearing ear , and the 12. As the Lord is 
feeing eye. the LORD hath made be acknowledged 

even both of them. the , founta . in . 0 al * 

J good \ particularly of 

thole excellent and ufcfull fences whereby the knowledge 

of all things is conveyed to us: So the towardly difpoliti- 

on which we oblerve to be in any child, to hften to inftru- 

ftion, and a clear underftanding to dilcern, with a found 

judgment to refolve aright, are likewiie, above all things, to 

Le peculiarly aferibed to the divine Grace. See Arg. [g J. 


i %. Lave not [teep, left thou come i 3 * But 0Ul * Indu- 
topoverty' open thine eyes , and ^*7 muft be joined 

thou fljalt be fatishied with bread . * hldung f 

J J J in the faithfull im¬ 

provement ofthofe faculties, or good inclinations He hath 
given us. And therefore let not idlenefs make thee indulge 
thy lelf in too much lleep; which is the way to beggary: 
hut get up berime, and apply rhy felf, with attentive care, 
to fome honeft labour; and then thy delire of all things 
neceflary fhall not want fatisft6fion. 

14 . It is nought^ it is nought , 14. The buyer 

faith the buyer : but when be is gone Sometimes is as unjuft 

his way then heboajleth. deceitfull as the 

J feller (v. 10.) for when 

he cheapens a commodity, he difparages it to fuch a degree, 
as if he thought it nothing worth: but having purchaledit, 
upon his own terms, he goes away and brags how fubtil he 
was; and laughs at the fimplicity of him that fold it, at 
fo vile a rate. See Arg. [h] m 

if. There is gold) and a multi- 15. Some think 
tude of rubies: but the lips of themfelves rich, and 

knowledge are j preciom jewel. powerful!, and hap¬ 
py, becaufe they havi? 
trealures of Gold, or perhaps heaps of Pearls, or other pre¬ 
cious Stones; but among all the Jewels, or ornaments, or 

furniture 
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furniture that are mod efteemed, there is none comparable 
unto true Wifdom ; efpecially joined with Eloquence ; 
which can doe more than them all. See Arg. [/]. 


i 6 . Take bis garment that is 16. It is rank folly 

furety for a fir anger : and take a t0 tru ^ who IS 

pledge of him for a jlrange woman. ra ^ as t 1 ° h? ^ound 
r a J for one, w hole ability 

and fidelity is utterly unknown to him ; efpecially fcra wo¬ 
man whofe loofe way of life, makes her credit juftlyfulpeft- 
ed: therefore have nothing to doe with fuch an inconfide- 
rate perfon, without the utmoil fecurity that he can give 
thee, for the payment of what he owes thee. 

17. Bread of deceit is fweetto a 17* Do not fatis- 

man : hut afterwards his mouth thy appetite of 

fhall he filled with gravel. wealth, by fraud, Iy- 

J ing or bribery; nor 

thy de/ires of pleafure by adultery or fornication: For though 
this may be lweet for the prefent, it is but like the plealure 
of greety bread, w'hich may relifli well to an hungry man, 
when it is firft tailed; but being chawed, hurts the palate, 
cuts the gums, or breaks the teeth, with the fharp and 
rough gravel that is in it. See Arg. 


18. Every purpnfe is eftablifhed i8*Rafhnefsfpoils 
by counfel : and with good advice the bell defigns; 
make war . which mud be earn¬ 

ed on prudently and 
with good advice, if we would have them prove fuccefsfull: 
and above all other, war-like expeditions are not to be un¬ 
dertaken without great deliberation; nor can be well ma¬ 
naged without exa6t conduft, and fubtil connivance: unto 
which the Viftory is commonly more to be afcribed, than 
unto force. 


19. He that goetb about as a 
tale-bearer , revealeth fecrets : 
therefore meddle not with him that 
fiattereth with his lips. 


i^.Hew'hofe trade 
it is to ingratiate 
himlelt by defaming 
others, will not ftick 
mod treacheroully to 


difeover the fecrets wherewith they haveinrrufted him (XL 
13.) Therefore fufpeft a fawning fellow, and have no fami¬ 
liarity with him; for his drift is, tointicethee to talk, whar 


lie intends to carry about to others. 


20> ff"*- 
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20. IVhofo curfeth his father or 20. He that not 
his mother , bis lamp Jhall be put onely flights and de- 

out in okfcure darknejs. fpiles, but reproaches, 

and vvifhes mifchief 
Co his Father or Mother, fhall bring the heavieft punifh- 
mentson himfelf, and on his pofterity: who, the happier 
they were before, lhall be the more miferable, by falling 
from a flourifhing, into the moft difmal condition. 

3 ti. An inheritance may be got- 21. Make not too 
ten bajlily at the beginning • but the muc h hafte to be rich; 

end thereof Jhall not be bfejfed . ^3 VltaftlS 

and ftir, an eftate may in a fhort time be heaped up; yet 
the foundation of it being laid in rapine, extortion, or 
fraud, it moulders away many times as fuddenly as it 
was gotten ; and it is certain will not profper unto, many 
generations. 

22. Say not thou y 1 will re- 22. Be patient, and 

compence evil: but wait on the do not fo much as re- 

LORD, and he jhall Cave\thee. £ olve t0 r . ake rev enge 

J for any injury thou 

hail received (of which thou art not the proper Judge, nor 

like to doe exaft juftice in 'it,) but leave thy caufe to the 

Lord, and expert his righteous fentence: believing ftedfaft- 

ly He will not onely doe thee light; but defend tnee from 

farther injuries; which thou fanliell, perhaps, thou fhalt 

invite by thy forgiving thofe that are pall. 

14. Divers weights are an alo- 23. To buy by one 

min at ion unto the LORD : and a weight and to fell by 

falfe balance is not good. another, is extremely 

' J ^ odious not onely to 

all honeft men, but much more to the Lord: which was 
faid before (v. 10,) but is a fin fo heinous, and yet fo com¬ 
monly praftiled, that this is fit to be repeated again; that 
it is a moft wicked thing to cheat another, though it be 
but in a little matter (v.XI. i.J 

14. Mans goings are of the 24.Thereisnoman 

LORD, how can a man then un- S reat # or 

derjiand bis own way? can one “ e P to ~ 

. ; J J Wards any thing he 

defigns, 
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defigns, without the permiffion and dire&ion alfo of the 
Lord: who over-rules their motions unto ends (b far di- 
ftant from mens thoughts, that it is impoflible for them 
to know what the event fhall be, of any thing they un¬ 
dertake. 

25. It is a fnare tothe manwho 25. There are two 

devoureth that which is holy : and P^ces of prophane- 

aftervows to make enquiry. P.* which intangle 

J 7 him that is guilty of 

them, in great troubles; nay bring ruin upon them* Firfl 
when he makes no diftin£tion between things holy and 
common; but converts that which was confecrated to 
God (the firft fruits, fuppofe, or fuch-like (acred things ) 
to his own proper ufe: And fecondly y when he vows in 
his diftrefs, to give (bmething unto God ; but having ob¬ 
tained his defires, ftudies how he may be loofed from his 
obligations. See Arg. [/]. 

26. A wife king fcattereth'the 2 6. Such impious 

wicked , and bringetb the wheel 0 - perlons can no more 

ver them. ft . and ^ fore t Re !' : ' 

gious Prince,than the 

chaff before the wind: but he difperfes them all, and 

thrafhes them (as we fpcak) Co leverely, that the Country 

is clean purged, and freed from lucn wicked wretches. 

See Arg [m], 

27. TheJp:rit of man is the can- 27. That active 
die of the LORD , fe arching all fpirit, which the Lord 

the inward parts of the belly. bath breathed into 

man, is like a torch 
lighted at the divine underftanding, to guide and direft 
him in all his motions; and to make reflections upon them 
afterward: nay, to penetrate alio into the moft lecret de- 
ligns of other men, that he may not be deceived by them. 
See Arg. [»]. 

28. Ahrcy and truth prefer vs 28. The befl; and 

the King: and his throne is up- ftrongeft Guards for 
kolden by mercy. *he prefervation of a 

Prince’s Perlon, and 
for the lecurity of his Government; are bounty and cle¬ 
mency, joined with juftice and faithiiilnefs to his Word; 

.inn 

I.> ■ —^ 
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and if either of the two be of greater force than the other, 
for their fupport and maintenance, it is an high degree ofc 
bounty anohenignity; which fettles him faft in all mens 
afleftions, and intails the kingdom upon his pofterity. 
See Arg. M. 


29. The glory of young men is 29. That which 

their (Irength: and the beauty of old makes young men 

men is the gray head. honoured is . the.r 

* J ftrength, and vigour, 

and courage; whereby they are capable to lerve for the de¬ 
fence of their Country: but that which makes old men ve¬ 
nerable is their aged gravity and experience, which qualifies 
them to advife and confult for its fafety. 


30. The blewnefs of a wound 30. It is impoflible 
cleanfeth away evil: fo doe ftripes to mendfomeperfons 

the inward parts of the belly. without blows; and 

r thole not gentle nei¬ 

ther, but fevere: And therefore though it be a very fharp 
and grievous remedy, which they by ail means avoid, it 
mud not be fbrbom; but they are rather to be beaten black 
and blew, and fcourged till their very hearts ake, than not 
be cleanfed from their impurity. See Arg. if]. 


CHAP. XXL 
ARGUMENT. 

This Chapter begins with a Sentence , which Themiftius, 
a Pagan Yhilofopher and Orator, feems to take notice 
of\ and mention as very memorable in the Alfyrian {as 
he is fuppofed to call the Hebrew) Writings: and com - 
mends to the thoughts of the Emperour Valens, in a 
fpeecb he made to him Orat. IX. But if he had refptcl 
to this Proverb 0/Solomon’/, he will not fully compre - 
hind the fence of it ; for he takes notice onely of a 
Princes mind being in the cnftody , and under the 
guard oj God For thus he tranflates it > 6 vSV t£ 
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iv Ti» 0e? 7nt\a.iJ.» tfb?v$o?tiTAt y the mind of the 
King is kept in lafe cuftody in the hand of God. 
From whence he draws this Inference , that a King ought 
to he very fenfib’e what danger he is in , if he go about 
any thing contrary to the mind of God ; becaufe he then 
is in peril to fall out of the hand, which prefarves and 
keeps him . Nay, thou ought eft, O King (faith he) not 
enely to defign nothing thy fa If , but what is holy ; but 
they that are about thee ought to fpeak to thee nothing 
that is not fo: For every word that comes to thy ears is 
written in bis uncorrupted band but though this be a 
moft excellent Admonition , worthy to be written in the 
hearts of all Princes , that it is very unbecoming to 
have any evil thing, any thing impure, or in the lead 
blemifhed with cruelty or inhumanity, in chat heart, 
which thole moft holy and moft gracious and benign 
hands of God, carry in their keeping ; yet there is a 
great deal more than tbefe Aflyrian Letters or Pictures , 
which he fpeaks of y exprefs. For Solomon would have 
them , and us,fanfeble that they cannot manage things 
by their power, as they think good; but depend upon 
an higher cauje % who orders all their motions , good and 
bad, to fuch ends as He propofes to himfelf\ quite con¬ 
trary to their intentions and inclinations . Which is an 
Inftruiiion fujflcient to correft the pride of the moft 
abfolute Monarch, and the Impatience of the moft 
opprefted Subjeft. 

[b] Next to which follows (v. 2 .) a caution againft think¬ 
ing too well of our Jelves: which had been delivered be¬ 
fore XVI. 2.) but for the weightinefs , I fuppofe , of the 
matter , and the pronenefs of men to flatter themfelves, 
and not to judge fincerely of their own actions , is here 
again repeated . 

And then there is a caution added (v. againft Hy - 
pocrifte ; which thinks to pleafe God with ceremonies, 
without moral bonefty. 

M f°urfh verfe the meaning is fame thing uncer¬ 
tain. 
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tain, from the different deceptions of the word ner or 
nir : which the Greek, the Latin, and other Interpreters, 
traujlate not ploughing, or ploughed fields ; hut the 
light, the fplendour of the wicked . I have had refpeft 
to both fencer, mderftanding by ploughing, the ftudy y 
contrivance and bufinefs of wicked men. And the Sen¬ 
tence may be inverted, in this manner: fin is the pride, 
the ambition, the glory and joy (or the bufinefs) of 
wicked men, 'That, upon which they value themfelves, 
and for which they think themfelves brave fellows, &c. 
is, that they dare doe wickedly: er we may make two Sen¬ 
tences of this verfe , to this purpofe ; men that have 
proud aid lofty thoughts, have very ambitious de- 
fires and an unfitiable appetite; which put them up¬ 
on much wickednefi: nay, the very bufinefs and em¬ 
ployment of all wicked men (as well as their pleafure) 
is nothing but fin. And this word ner fgnifying a 
yoke, among the Chaldaeans, Syrians and Arabians, 
Lud. de Dieu thinks this no improper fence: fuperci- 
L n fuels, and fwelling of the heart (or mind) is a 
\<A.‘ intolerable; and proper to the wicked. Cafta- 
ho : ''he underftands by fin, the effects of Jin ; to this 
fence : pride, and haughtinefs of mind are deadly 
enemies to that happineis, and pleafure which the 
wicked purfue: for inftead of making them great¬ 
er, as they fan fie, they lay them low in all mens opini¬ 
ons, and expofe them to their hatred, &c. I omit other 
Interpretations . 

[d] In the ieventh verfe there are different opinions a- 
bout the force of the word jegorem: moft of which 1 
have endeavoured to exprefs in the Varapbrafe. And 
there is no little obfeurity in the next verfe : but befides 
that fence which 1 have reprefented , the words are ca¬ 
pable of another, which is as plain ; viz. as the man is, 
fo arc his works; a man of tricks will aft ftrangely 
(quite different from all the rules whereby we ought 
to govern our felvesj but art honeft man^ you may 

know 
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know where to have; for he a£ts conformable to 
the Laws of righteoufnefs. 

In the eleventh verfe, de Dieu thinks both parts of 
it, ought to be referred to one and the fame fubjett, viz, 
peti, the fimple: who, faith Solomon {according to tbit 
conftruction of the words) may be infirutfed two ways. 
One is, by the punifhments which are infixed upon a 
Scorner ; which works upon his fear : the other is, 
when he attends to the wife, and obferves God's great 
gooinefs to him ; which works upon his love. Wherein 
he feems to have refpett alfo to another fignification of 
the word bemafchil, be fide s that of attending to infor¬ 
mation and inftruttion: for it fometimes imports that 
bappinefs and profperity, wherewith God bleffes the wife 
and prudent. But that fence which I have followed in 
the Faraphrafe, feems neareft to the Hebrew: and agrees 
befi with what was faid before, XIX. 25*. And it be¬ 
ing ufual, in this Book, to repeat the fame Sentence, in 
divers places, in different words ; I have therefore kept 
to that fence . But if any like the other (which the Vul¬ 
gar Lat. alfo follows, making both parts of the Sentence 
to refpecl the fimple) theplainefi interpretation of the 
latter part of it, feems to me to be this: when Inftru- 
ftion is given to the wife, the fimple alfo learn fome- 
thing ; by obferving how diligently even the wife 
hearken to it. And in this fence the word Mafchil, 
with lamed after it, is ufed in the next verfe ; the 
juft confiders the houfe of the wicked. 

[fj Which, though it feem very plain, yet there are 
great varieties in the interpretation of it: beeau fie of 
the following part of the verfe. In which many put in 
the word Jehovah, cr God, to fupply the fence (as ret 
do) but without any neceffity ; there being a clear and 
obvioin feme , (which I have expreffed in the Para* 
phrafe ) without any fitch fitpplermnt; if ire do but 
take the juft man for a juft Magi ft rate, and not for 
a private perfon. 


[g] Were 
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Eg] There is little difficulty after this, till we come to the 
24th verfe ; where be either gives this char abler of a 
Scorner\ that he is proud and arrogant, and does all 
things in the wrath of his pride ; as the words are in 
the Hebrew ) or defcribes the proud and arrogant man 
to be a Scorner alfo, and full of haughty wrath . It is 
not of much concern , which way we take it ; for the fence 
will y in a manner, be the fame. I have expreffed the 
Hebrew , as near as I could, in my Varaphrafe , taking 
the confiruftion thus : A proud and haughty perlon* 
who may well be called a fcomer, proceeds furiouf- 
Iy and unlufferably in all that he doth. 

Ch] In the laft verfe Solomon mentions the Horfe in/lead 
of all warlike preparations : becaufe it was the chiefs 
and all nations placed much of their confidence in . the 
number andftrength of their Horfes. But that the If- 
raelites might not doe fo too , there was a [pedal provi - 
ftofi made in their Law againjl it, XVIL Deut. 16. 
Notwithfianding which, they were fo prone to this vain 
confidence, that Jofliua in his Wars againjl the Cana- 
anites houghed all the Horfes he took } after a great Li¬ 
ft ory: that is, cut their ham-firings, and thereby made 
them unferviceable: which he did by an exprefs com¬ 
mand from God, XI. Jofli. 6, 9. and the reafon of it 
was, (as Kimchi well obferves) to prevent a falfe con¬ 
ceit, which might have rifen in the peoples mind \ that 
they owed their good fuccefs to them, had they made 
ufe of thofe Horfes in future Battels. Which Solo¬ 
mon alfo here indeavouts to prevent : For , though he 
had a great number of Horfes, to increafs that fplendour 
which was peculiar to him, above all Kings ; yet he 
would have them know he did not trufl in them ; nor 
would have the people imagine they were a whit the more 
fee lire, becaufe they were fo well appointed for War , if 
they did not carefully obey the Laws of God] and from 
him look for deliverance . 


P 
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i. r T' HE kings heart is in the J.TT k ncfc in the 

J. hand of the LORD, as A power of Kings 

he turnetb it ('°f other 

men) either to doe, 

or to defign, what 
they pleafej but their very will? are fubje 5 t to the great Lord 
of all; who diverts them as ^ : ; )y from what they intend, 
or inclines them to that which they refolve againft•, a* 
the Gardiner draws the dreams of water, through the tren¬ 
ches he cuts, unto what part ot the ground be thinks good. 
Ji^Arg. [<*]. 

1. Every way of a wan is right 2. There is nothing 
in his own tyes : but the LORD that a njan doth w 

pondereth the hearts, u c nS ' e ^ >eaa j^ ^ 

* he be great and po¬ 

tent) but fuch is the fond affeftion he hath for himfelf) he 
fanfies it to be exa&ly good ; when m the account of the 
Lord, who fearches into the fecrets of mens Souls, and 
knows the juft value of every thing, they are very defective, 
ifnotgrody wicked. See Arg. (b\. 


the rivers o f rater : 
whitherfoevcr he will 


3. To do jufiice and judgment is 3. Men imagine, 

wore acceptable to the LORD f° r example, tbit 

tbanfjcrif.ee. tbe 'r devotion to 

J wards God, will n- 

tisfie for their breach of faith, their uticharitablends and in¬ 
jurious aftions Towards men: when He prefers the praftia- 
of Truth, of Mercy and Juftice before the richeft Sacrifices 
that can be offered to Him. 


4. An high look , and a proud > 4. The pride, rlw 

heart, and the plowing of the wick - infolence, the ambi 
p a ic r 1A tion and valt delius 

1 ' nay, all the defigm 

and contrivances of wicked men, with all the profperom 
fuccefles they have in them, lead them into abundance c 
fins j and in the iffue into no lels miferies. Sec Arg. [c]- 


5. The thoughts of the diligent 5- Hethattopru 
tend onelyto plmteoufnefs : but of e- dent counfels ant 

very one that is bafty , onely to want, contrivances, adds ai 

honeft diligence, 1 
likely 
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likely to grow rich: but he thata&s inconfiderately in his 
btifinefs,; or greedily catches at every advantage, whether 
by right or wrong ; or undertakes more than he can ma¬ 
nage, out of an eager defire to grow rich prelently; is mod 
likely to be a beggar- 

6 . The getting of treafures by a 6. There are men 

lying tongue, is a vanity tojfed to that make it their 

ahd fro of them that feek death . bufinds, with much 

labour, to heap up 

wealth, though it be by lying, or flattery, or calumny, or 
perjury : but as fuch treafures are no more durable than 
heaps of chaff, or clouds of fmoak, which are loon diffi- 
paced by the wind ; lo they expofe the owners of them 
to many dangers, and at laft bring them, by their own di¬ 
ligence, to a wofull end. 

7. The Robbery of the wicked !• For the rapine 
(hall deftroy them ; becaufe they re - °f f uc ^ wicked men, 
fufe to do judgment. 

toilies and made them defblate, fhall fell in mod grievous 
and dreadfull puniftimencs upon themfelves; which they 
fhall not be able to (hake off till they be utterly deftroy- 
ed; becaufe they knowingly injured their neighbours, and 
obftinately denied to make them fetisfettion. 


8, The way of man is froward 8. For a man whole 
and flrange ; but as for the pure, life is nothing but 

his work is rhbt. wi, A nefsand ■**&> 

'polture and deceit, 

is fo alienated from God, that he is very odious to Him, 

ind to all good men: but he that is fincere and free from 

all fraud and guile, approves himfelf in all his actions, and is 

molt acceptable and dear to both. See Arg. [d\* 

9. It is better to dwell in a corner 9* It is much more 

of the koufe-top , than with a braw~ deferable to live poor- 

ling woman in a wide houfe. ly and folitarily in 

the open air, expo- 

fed to all the injuries of the weather; nay to be thruft into 
a little corner, on the top of the houfe; than to have a 
fpacious habitation and numerous family, governed by a 
contentious wife: whofe perpetual folding and brawling, 

P 2 within 
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within doors, upon thq lead: occafion; is more intollerable 
than the thunder, and the lightning, and bluftering winds, 
which may moleft hirti without. 

io. The foul of the wicked deft- io. An impious 
reth evil: bis neighbour findeth no is ^o fet upon 

favour in his eyes. mifchief, that he is 

J not fatisfied till he 

hath effected his defire: nor will he fpare either Friend, or 
Foe, to ferve his ambition, his covetoufnefs, or whatfoever 
evil afteftion it is, that reigns in him. 

ir. When the fcorner is punijh - u.Lay a heavy fine 
ed, the fimple is made wife ; and or other punifhment, 
when the wife is infracted , he re- JJP? na derider of Re- 

ceivetb knowledge ,g !, on . and thou § h 

1 * it doe him no good, 

vet fuch fimple perfons, as were onely incautioufly deluded 

by him, will make fome wife refleftions on it, and be the 

better for it: as for him that is wife already, it is fuffirient 

onely to give him good admonitions; of which he him- 

jelf will receive the profit, and amend what is amifs in him. 

See Arg. O’]. 

n. 7 he righteous man wifely n. A juft Judge 
ccnfuhreth the boufe of the wicked : makes a prudent, but 
but God overtbrowetb the wicked ftri^|crutiny, into all 

fir their mchdmfi. 

that he may fo punifh them for their rapine, violence and 
extortion; as to deprive them of all power to doe any fur¬ 
ther mifchief See Arg. [/]. 


13. Whoi'o ftoppeth his ears at 13. He who is fo 
the cry of the poor , he alfo fhall cry f*r from relieving the 

hi mfelt, but (halt not be heard P°° l '> thou f h the y lie 

under moft grievous 

calamities, that he plainly declares their petitions are very 

troublefome to him ; fiiall tall into the like ftraits ana 

prellures himfelf: and which is worfe, be denied when 

they force him to cry tor help. 


14. A gift in fecret pacifieth 
anger : and a reward in the'bofom } 
fir ongwrath. 


14. Men do not 
love to be thought fo 
weak, as to doe any 

thing 
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thing for money; but fuch is its power, if it be fecretly 
conveyed, that they will refign their ftrongeft refenttnents 
to it: their anger, for inftance, will yield to a gift; nay, 
a rich prefent, prudently placed, will extinguifh that 
wrath, which was thought implacable. 


ij. It is joy to the jufi to dojudg - Theexecution 

merit: but deftrutiton (hall be to of jufticeisa ]oy to 

vsrktrs fed t'lt?, t 

a terrour to thole that have violated them, by their wicked 
deeds: who look upon them (elves as in danger to be un¬ 
done thereby. 


16. The man that wandrethout He that will 

cf the way of underftanding, /hall ^ ot ^ ve *^ofe wife 

remain in the congregation of the ^ ^ F* 

dead. hath prefcnbed him, 

but follows the con¬ 
duit of his own foolifh lufts and pafhons, fhall after all his 
extravagancies be fent down to hell; and there confined to 
the company of the old Giants: who giving themfelves o- 
ver to debauched coijrfes, were fwept away with a deluge. 

G&rii. is.ix. 18.) 


17. He that lovetbpleafure i hall 17* Nay,before he 

be a poor man: he that loveth wine thither he may 

and ml {ball not be rich. f ufl . er ver y ™ uch J 

J it js too frequently 

leen, that voluptuous men deftroy their own pleafures, by 

wafting their eftates, and bringing themfelves to extreme 

beggary: at the heft, he can never thrive, who loves to 

feaft, and to live delicately. 


18. The wicked (hall be a ranjom 18. Nay, fuch is 

for the right eon*: and the tranf- t * ie diftinction which 

the mriiibt Divine Providence 

m uprtgnt. ma kes between thc 

good and the bad, that righteous men are not onety ftrange- 
ly delivered from thofedangers which others fall into; but 
prefcrved from mifchie£ by its feizing on the wicked: and 
men fincerely vertuous, efoape in a common calamity; 
when they that prevaricate with God and with Religion, by 
that very means (which they thought wasbeft for tneirfafe- 
ty) are overwhelmed in it. P 3 19. 1 $ 
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19. It is better to dwell in the J9. It is more eli- 
wildernefs , than with a contention* &ible fas was faid be- 

and an angry woman . * or ? v ' 9 ;) t0 dwell 

quietly, in the mod 
rufull place upon earth; than to live in a palace with a 
contentious wife: whom nothing can pleale; but is uneafie 
and angry at every thing, and always gives provoking 
language. 

20. There is a treafure to be 20. Wifdom fur- 

niflies a man not one- 
ly with the necefla- 
ries, but with all 
the conveniences and 

E leafures of life, that 
es him alfb to enjoy 

with great latisfa&ion, though but in a ftr^ali habitation ; 
but fuch is the folly of a wicked man, that he lavifhJy 
lpends all thofe treafures; which he knows not how to 
get, nor how to live without. 

2t. He that followeth after 21. He that makes 
rigkeonfnefs and mercy y findeth life 9 > c his bufinels to be 

righteoufnefs and honour. good; not contenc- 

6 ing himfelf merely 

with doing no harm, but greedily laying hold on all occa¬ 
sions to exercile juftice and mercy, mail lead a moft hap¬ 
py life: for, befides the farisfa&ion and pleafure he hath 
in doing good, he Hull preferve himfelf from being in¬ 
jured ; and oblige all to be kind to him ; and be highly 
efteemed, honoured and praifed every where. 

n. A wife man fcaletb the 22. The vercue of 

the mind is of greater 
force, and more pre^ 
valent, than ftrength 
of body ; For a 
whole City of migh¬ 
ty men, ate not able to refill a wile and pious Comman¬ 
der, that befieges them: but they are either taken by his 
cunning ftratagems; or they yield themfelves to bis emi¬ 
nent goodnels 5 unto which they truft more than to their 
fortifications. 

23. If hop 


city of the mighty , and cafteth 
down the ftrength of the confidence 
thereof. 


defired , and oyl in the dwelling 
the wife : but a footifh man fpend 
eth it up. 
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1 3. IVhofokeepeth his mouth and 23. He that is wa- 
his tongue , keepeth his foul from ry and cautious in his 

troubles. ' talk ’ , th f lnkl 1 n - (e »- 

ouliy betore he open 

his mouth, and taking care to offend neither God nor man 

by what he fpeaks, preferves his mind from a great deal of 

rouble, and nimielf from dangerous diftrefles. 

24. Frond and haughty [comer 24. He that is 

is his name , who dealetb in proud puffed up with a 
nsmth great conceit of him- 

lelf> whofe ambition 
makes him intertable in his defires, as he regards neither God 
nor man; fo ht, cannot indure the leaft oppoficion, nor doe 
any thing with moderation: but, being eafily enraged, 
with infblent fiercenefs and cruelty, proceeds againft thofe 
that croft his defigns. Sec Arg. \_g], 

25. The de/ire of the flotbfull 25. A fluggard 

killetb him : for his hands refufe to hath defires as well as 
Lihnttr other men; which 

muft needs be a per¬ 
petual torment to him, becaufe he will not be at the pains 
ro give them farisfaftion; nay, they bring him fometime 
to a miferable end; becaufe his (loth moves him to 
make provifion for them by robbery, or other unlawful! 
ways, rather than by following feme honeft, but laborious 
calling. 

26. He coveteth greedily all the 26. Nor is therea- 

Jay hno;: but the righteous giveth n y meafure in hisde- 

and fpareth not . as *cy are 

endleft, fo they are 

exceeding eager and reftlefe, to his own and others great 

difturbance: but he that is diligent and honeft, is fo far 

from defiring, much left dealing, his neighbour’s goods, 

that he freely gives away Us own ; and hatfi not the left 

thereby, but ftill enough to fpare. 

27. The facrifce of the wicked 27. God is fo far 

is abomination : bow much more from being pleated 

when be bringetb it with a wicked merely with Sacrifices 
r * (XV. 8.) that when 

they are offered by 
P 4 impious 
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impious men, who never think of amending their lives, he 
detefts them ; though prefented with never fo fpecious a 
fhew of piety: efpecially, when at that very time, they 
have fome wicked defign in their heads, which they think 
to lantlifie by their Sacrifices. 


28. A falfe witnefi (hallperijh: 28. He that for 

but the man that heareth , jpeaketh money, or love, or 
constantly. hatred, fhall teftifie a- 

ny thing of which he 
hath no knowledge, Hull foon lofe his credit ; and at laft 
come to a milerable end (XIX. 9.J but he, that in obedi¬ 
ence to God, tel tides nothing but what he hath attentively 
heard or leen; as he never varies from what hedepofes, fohe 
fhall alway be believed, and continue in good efteem as 
long as he lives. 


29. A wicked man bar dene th his ‘ 29. Alltheendea- 

face : but as for the upright , he di- vours of a man re- 

rettetb bis rosy. ‘ ,olvedl X w ‘ cked i >*> to 

grow 10 Impudent 

that he may not blufh at what he doth; nor be moved, in 

the lead, by any man's admonitions or reproofs: but a 

man fincerely vertuous is fo different from him, that he 

hi mlelf examines and cenlures his own aftions if they be a- 

mifs; and makes it all his care fo to live, that he may not 

be afliamed of what he doth. 


30. There is no ivifdorn , nor ;o. It is folly to 
anderjtanding^ nor counfel againjl design any thing 
the LOR D. which is not approv'd 

by the Lord : for let 
it be managed with all the skill that natural fagacity, long 
frudy and experience can fumifh men withall; with the 
molt prudent forefight alio of all contingencies; and 
with mature and deliberate advice about the mod effectu¬ 
al means, and with due application of them to the end; 
they all hgnifie nothing, when they oppote the counlels and 
cjecrees of Heaven. 


; 1. The horfe is prepared againSl 31. Nor is power 
the day of battel : but fafety is of and force, though ne- 
the LORD, ' ' ver fo great, more %- 

nificant than counlel 

and 
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and advice: For after an army ofHorfes, and Chariots, 
and valiant Soldiers, are fet in battle array, they can give no 
fecurity of Viftory, without the divine favour and help; 
h orn whom alone therefore brith fafcty and profperous fuc- 
cds is to be expected. See Arg. lb ]. 


CHAP. XXII. 

ARGUMENT. 

[a] After an Admonition not to fet too great a price up¬ 
on Riches ; (v. i.) there follows another (v. i.) unto 
rich men ; not to fet too great a value upon themfelves: 
but with an irtftruftien alfo to the poor , not to be dis¬ 
contented with their condition ; the rich having cu> much 
need of them, as they have of the rich. Greg. Nazian- 
zen, indeed (Orat. XVI. p. 26; ) is of opinion that 
Solomon doth not fay, that God hath made one man 
poor and another rich, * $ « 3*6 3*p >S twclvw JW- 

fsfor it is not apparent that fuch a diftin&ion is 
from God : but his meaning is onely this, that Tk&tr- 
(Mt 0e? oyoiat U 7tt ;£<y 3 f y AViou, they ate 

both alike the workmanfhip of God, though in exter¬ 
nal regards they be unequal. Which ought to jhame 
rich men into Sympathy, and brotherly kindnefs towards 
them ; that when they are apt to be lifted up becaufe 
of thofe things wherein they are unequal, they may be 
taken down again and become more moderate, when 
they confider bow in the greatefi things they are both 
alike. 

Rut 1 have had a refpecl to the other thing alfo in my Pa - 
raphrafe: becaufe, if God did not intend , in the begin¬ 
ning , fo great a disparity as we now fee (which this is 
not a place to difpute) yet fome difparity, it may be ea- 
jily proved, he did defign ; the mean condition , that is 
(though not beggary) of fome, in comparifon with others . 

Which 
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tvhich ferves many wife ends of his Providence : nay f 
beggary may be very ufefu/f to give the greater occafu 
on of liberality on the one hand , and of patience , humi¬ 
lity^ and how'fi diligence on the other. And to be 
commended for thefe vertues , is much better than to be 
richy m he obferves in the firft verfe, Where Melan- 
cfthon, hath a large difcourfe to fhow that it is lawfully 
nay necefary y to endeavour after a good fame : according 
to that fayingy I have need of a good confcience, with 
refpeft to God, and of a good name for the fake of 
my neighbours. And he alledges fome ancient [en¬ 
tentes to the fame purpofe with this cf Solomon ; as 
that of Publius, Honeftus rumor alterum patrimoni- 
um eft: and that o/PIautus, Honeftam famam fifer- 
vafto, fat ero dives. 

[ b ] There are more obfervations about riches yin v. 7, 8,9. 
which [eem to me to have a dependance one upon the 0- 
ther 5 and fo I have confidered them in the Paraphraje.. 
And in the next verfe but one (v. 1 1J 1 have follow . 
ed the judgment of Lud. de Dieu, who thinks Solo¬ 
mon obferves two fruits of purenefi of heart ; one, that 
the word offucb a man may be relied on \ and the other , 
that the King (who loves not to be deceived) will be 
his Friend , upon that account . This [terns nearefl te 
the Hebrew ; unlefs we will take it thus: Two things 
recommend a man to the ajfeftion of a Prince , his 
Integrity, and his Eloquence : which make him very 
capable to do his Prince fervice. And then the Para- 
phrafe muft run thus: He that loves fincerity above all 
things, and is able to deliver his mind in acceptable 
language, is fit to be Privy Counlellour to a King. 

fc] And to thiSy l conceive , he hath fome refpeff in the 
next verfe ; whereby Daath Knowledge, in the firfi 
part of ity we are to underjland (the ether part of the 
verfe (hows ) men truly knowing, and who fpeak 
according to their knowledge. 


m /» 
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J In i he 13 verfa, there is an admirable dejcription of 
the difpofitim of pthfull per fins, who raiji difficulties 
in their own fancies , where there are none ; or , pre¬ 
tending them greater than they are, will not fa much as 
attempt any thing, becaufe it is pojjible they may meet 
with nifuperable hindrances . Hhich fame have , not 
unfitly , applied , fo cowardly Adagifirates , jfAo 
W f pwifa great and powerfull offenders ; but exatfe 
themfalves , faying^ He is a mighty man, there is no 
dealing with him, oh\ Whereat a worthy Magiftrata 
(as an excellent Prelate of our own , Bijhop Sanderion, 
fpeaks ) would meet with fuch a Lion Jo r/;w/?; f/;^f £<? 
might make Gods Ordinance to be reverenced , 
c/t^r r/;? tr^ for otfars, by tearing fuch a bead in 
pieces ; and would no more fear to make a Worfhip- 
full Thief,or a Right WorihipfullMurthererfif fuch 
a one ihould come in his circuit) an example of Ju* 
ftice; than to twitch up a poor fheep-ftealer. 

, But the Lord Bacon applies it , no lefs wittily , to the la- 
zinefs of mankind , in the Advancement of Learning 
(L. r. C. ult.) the knowledge of fame things being fa ab - 
ftrufe, that it is impoffible to be compared by humane 
indufiry . Whereat all thole things are to be held 
poffible and perfonnable, which maybeaccomplifh- 
ed by lome perlons, though not by every one ; and 
which may be done by the united labours of many, 
though not by any one apart; and which may be ef¬ 
fected in a fucceffion of Ages, though not in the lame 
age; and in brief, which may befiniftied by the pub- 
lick care and charge, though not by the abilitiesand 
induftry of particular perlbns. But there is noexcufe 
for thofa , who will not jet themfalves to any enquiries ; 
becaufe fame things cannot be known, n hich is perfect¬ 
ly the temper or the (laggard, Solomon here mentions ; 
who becaufe a Lion Ji metimes comes into the ftreet , 
would not fair out of his doors. It was not ordinary,you 
ijjuft know } for Lions to come into Towns : no nor 

to 
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to rove in the day-time (the night being their feafon , 
CIV- Pfal. zo.) But fometimesby the divine vengeance 
they were ftirred up to leave the defarts, and go into 
inhabited places (V.fex.6. 2 King. XVII. 25, 26 J 
andlikewife (if we may believe the great Fhilofopher in 
his Hiftory of Animals) when they grow old, Wc 
•nihtii '^yov\<u uulkkzl, & c . they haunt Cities more than 
other places \ becaufe then they are not fi able to prey 
upon beajls , and therefore lie in wait for men. The 
fame is affirmed by Pliny, as Bochartus obferves , L. 
111 . C. 2. Fart 1. 

He] In the Sixteenth verfe I have followed our Transi¬ 
tion, and expreffed the fence to as much advantage as 
1 could. But I think the Vulgar Latin which Luther 
and fome others follow y comes nearer to the Hebrew,which 
runs thus: He that fqueezes the poor to increafe his 
own eftate, gives to the rich {not to fccure what he 
hath gotten but ) onely to impoverilh it: That is. He 
(ball be fqueezed by fome mightier perfon than himfe/f 
And fo the Paraphrafe , in more words , fhould be this : 

Such is the juft Providence of Almighty God, that 
he, who, to enlarge his own eftate or power, oppref- 
feth the poor by violence or deceit, fhall meet with 
the like extortion from others more powerfull than 
himfelf; and thereby be reduced to as poor a condr 
, tion as thofe whom he opprefled. 

The End of the Firfi Fart of the Book 
of PROVERBS. 


i 


o 
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THE 

SECOND PART 

Of the BOOK of 

PROVERBS. 

Now from this verfe , there is fcarce any Interpreter but 
bath obfervedy another form of fpeech 9 much different 
from the former , begins y and continues unto the XXV. 
Chapter : And therefore it may not unfitly be calledy 
The Second Part of the Book of Proverbs. 

From the beginning of the Tenth Chapter to this place 9 
the Jnftruttions of Wifdom are delivered in fhort fen- 
tencesy and Proverbs properly fo called ; which have fel- 
dorn any connexion one with another , or not eaftly dif- 
cerned: flowing what is good or bad , trueorfalfe y &c. 
But now follow Exhortations , and Trecepts y in the 
Imperative Mood of Jfieech , and thofe comprehended in 
two or three, or more verfes, before he finijh what 
he intends . In which alteration fome think the weak- 
nefs of the Reader ts confulted : who being weary of the 
fententioHs way of infirutt ion t may be refrejhed and 
awakened unto new attention, by varying the form of 
writing . And thus the fon of S yrach after bis gnomas 
or fentences, adds an earnefi exhortation to the fiudy 
of Wifdom and Vertue y like this of Solomon, in the 
following S eft ion, which I call his Second Part. Which 
may have refpett both to that which went before ; and 
to that which follows : as if he bad faid % let not all 
that hath been faid be lofty or fuperficially regard¬ 
ed ; 
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ei \ but take a ferious Review of the foregoing Com¬ 
pels : and give ear alfo to what 1 have further to deli- 
ver 9 &c. 

cn And to move the greater attention , he recommends 
them v 10) under the name 0/Schalifchim, words fit 
for a Prince to fpeak, and the belt men in the world 
to hear; whch we truly therefore render excellent 
things. There is-another notion of the word, I know * 
which I have not altogether neglected ; but it always fig- 
nifying in the Bible, either great Captains* and Com¬ 
manders, and Nobles, or the beft fort of Muhcal In- 
ftruments (suit doth in one p!\ej I look upon this m 
the moft proper interpretation of it. 

And among thofe Principal Rules of life 9 be firfi 
commends this V. it. not to be injurious to poor people : 
efpecially by opprejjingthem in a form of Jufiice. Which 
all know was adminiftred by the Elders in the gate of 
their City ; as may be feen in many more places , befides 
that, which I have noted in the Paraphrafe XXL Deut. 
19. XXII. 9. XXV. 7. IV. Ruth 1,1, &c. Which be¬ 
ing fo common a notion , it is flrange that the Greek In¬ 
terpreters fhould here underftand this verfe of poor pec 
pie begging at their doors: whom the Wife man admo¬ 
nishes them not to abufe. This feems to be their fence 
but the word Tedakkee fignifies mare than <h W<™r, 
difhonour or abufe, (which is the word whereby the 
LXX exprefs it) for it denotes as much t as to crufli, 
and that into bits, /. e. to undoe people utterly ; which 
no body is inclined to Joe , unto poor wretches begging at 
their doors : who are undone already. 

£h] Then follows a mofi necefiary advice about the choice 
of a Friend y v. 24, t$. upon which the Lord Bacon hath 
pajfed this judicious remark ; (Advanc. of Learning, 
R. VIII Ch. II. Par. 16.) “ By how much the more 

Cl devoutly the Laws of Friendjhip among good men are 
<c to be oiferved $ by Jo much the more it ftands us 
€t upon to ufe all caution, even at the very firfi , in 

“ the 
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<c the prudent Election of Friends . And let the dif- 
“ pofitionand humours of our Friends be what they 
<c will, fofar as concerns our felves onely, they are 
t( by all means to be born withall: but when they 
ct impofe a neceflity upon us, to behave our felves 
<c juft as they would have us towards other men, it 
<l isaveryhard,andunreafonable condition of Friend- 
H (hip. Wherefore it highly concerns us, as Solomon 
lt here admonifhes for the prejerving of the peace and 
€i fafety of our life, that we intermingle not our mat- 
“ ters with men of a cbolcrick nature : and fuch as ea - 
{t fib provoke, or undertake Quarrels , and Debates . 
4< For fuch kind of Friends will perpetually engage us 
u in contentions and factions: fo that we jhall be con- 
li /trained either to break off Friend/hip, or to be want - 
<c ing to our own perfonal fafety. 

[i] In the two next verfes (v. 26, i7.) he feems to warn 
men againjl fuch Friend [hips, as will engage them to be 
bound for the debts of others. There are feveral Ad - 
monitiyps before , againjl being furety for a ft ranger, 
VL 1. XL 15. and in one place ( XVJI. 18.) he 
feems to caution againjl rajh engagements , though for 
a neighbour or friend: but efpecially , he here adds , 
when a man is confciousto himfelf that he hath no eft ate , 
and doth but deceive him to whom he ftands bound for 
another mans debt: And fo by pretending to be more 
able than be is, deprives himfelf of the benefit of that 
Law mentioned XXII. Exod. 26, 27. and repeated 
XXIV ; Deut. 6. 

[k] What is faid in the 28 verfe againjl the removing of 
the Boundaries whereby one mans pojj'ejfms are di L 
ftinguifhed from anothers ; and that by ancient confent ; 
is applied , by all forts of Writers , as a caution a- 
gainft innovations . And it is a great miftake to ima¬ 
gine , that onely Popifli Authours make that ufe of it: 
for the bejl of the Proteftants, have thought fit to ac¬ 
commodate it to the fame purpofe. And among the re(i 

Melanfthoo 
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Melantthon hath very judicioufly explained it , in this 
manner . “ This Precept is not obfcure y if it be cited 

u allegorically for not changingtheLaws, which An- 
“ tiquity by Grave Authority hath delivered ; unlefs 
“ there be an evident neceffity. For this is often re- 
a peated among the precepts of political life , not rafhly 
“ to change the ancient Laws. Sind here he quotes 
“ a long pajfage out of Demofthenes againft Timo- 
“ crates, concerning the people of Locri; who ordain - 
“ ed that he who propofed a new Law to them, 
“ (hould do it with an halter about his neck, &c. And 
“ if there were fuck feverity now y faith Melanfthon, 
<c we jhould not have fo many new Dogmatifts and 
lt Lycurgus'/, about JVax-candles y andBells , andfuch- 
“ like things ; of wbofe change , as there is no neceffity 
<c atall y fo it would bring no utility . And wife men re- 
<c quire us to pardon and indulge fome fmall inconve- 
“ niences to cuftom; left bymotion , as it is in feck bo- 
“ dies, the Commonwealth (hould fuffer a greater evil . 
“ It is neceffary indeed here to add this cautim when any 
“ Dolirine is impious y and the Law eflablijhes impious 
u opinions and Idols , then we ought to preferr Rules 
“ before them, and to obey God rather than man. 
“ But when fetch amendment is neceffary, the boundaries 
“ and limits of our Fathers are not taken away but re- 
“ ftored: becaufewe onely return to the Do Brine delive- 
“ red by God to our firjl Fat her , according to that of 
ct Tertullian, Primum quodque veriflimum eft. All 
u our care therefore herein is to enquire diligently, 
u what is the true Antiquity : for that is agreat con- 
u fir mat ion of our Faith , when we underff and the true 
H flate of the Church in all Ages , to follow the tejli- 
ft mony of thofe who retain the Foundation . 

[ 1 ] In thelafi verfe y Solomon doth not merely commend 
Induflry and Diligence , as fome underftand it (taking 
this to be the fame with the Greek Proverb y Tv%i lv rfi 
7«Vw) but fomething more ; which the Hebrew word 

Mahir 
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Mahir plainly imports, viz. fpeed, fwiftnefs, readineft, 
imd chcerfullnefs, in the difpatcb of buftnefs To which 
is required a quicknefs of apprehenfion in differning the 
fitteft means , and a dexterity in the application of them : 
fo that the buftnefs is not onely done , but done fpeedily , 
and without much noife and buflle, On fuch a per [on, 
if he can be found , Solomon here makes this remark , 
that he is likely to come to great preferment. “ For 
“ there are no qualities {as is obferved by the Lord Ba- 
u con B.Till. Ch. II. Varab. XIX) which Princes more 
u rejpetl and require in the choice of a Minifter, or 
u Servant , than celerity and alacrity in the difpatcb of 
41 buftnefs: which is above all the reft, as he (hows.by 
“ this induction. Men of profound Wifdom, are 
li many times fufpetted by Kings as too prying ; and a- 
“ ble by the ftrength of their wit (as with an Engine ) 
lt to turn and wind about their Mafters , infenfibly, 
lt whether they will or no. Then popular perfons are 
u hated , as thofe that ft and in the light of Kings , and 
tl draw the eyes of the people too much unto themfelves . 
<l Men of courage, are commonly taken for turbulent 
u fpirits, and more daring than is meet. Honeft men, 
41 who are valuable for their integrity , are thought 
“ too ft iff'1 not fo pliable as their Makers defire , to 
ft their will andpleafure in everything. To conclude, 
41 faith he , there is not any other good quality , which 
tl prefents not fome fhadow , wherewith the mind of 
u Kings may be offended: onely quicknefs of difpatcb, 
u in the execution of commands, hath nothing in 
it, that doth not pleafe. The motions alfo of the 
“ minds of Kings are fwift , and not very patient of 
“ delays. For they imagine they can doe any thing* 
this onely being wanting, that it be done out of 
tc hand. Vpon which account , above all other quali- 
tws , celerity is to them mo ft acceptable. 




A Paraphrafe on Chap. XX! I. 


1x6 

i. A Good name is rather to i.T3 Iches are not 

il. be cbofen than great ri- fo great a good 

ches, and loving favour rather than as “?? 1 ' magin f, ; for 
filver and gold . fcn che 6me 0 f u f ln . 

them well (or any other vertue) much before them: and 
chufe much rather to be efteemed and beloved of good men, 
than to be poflefled of abundance of filver and gold. Set 
Arg. [a\ 

2. The rich and poor meet toge - 2. The World doth 

tber: the LORD is- the maker of notconfift all of rich, 
them all. nor all of poor; but 

they are mixed toge¬ 
ther, and have need one of another: ana will agree well 
enough, and not clafh one againll another, if they both 
confider; that there is one Lord who is the Creator of both ; 
and hath by his Providence ordered this inequality, for their 
mutual good. See Arg. [a], 

3. A prudent man forefeet h the He whofe long 

evil , and hidetb himfelf : but the experience and obfer- 

fvnple pafs on and are punilhed . vation of things hath 

J J 9 1 made him cautious 

and circumfpeft, forelees a calamity before it come; and 
withdraws himfelf from the danger, into a place of fafety ; 
but an incautious and credulous perfon is eafily abufed by 
crafty men, to overlook the mifehief, which even they in¬ 
tend againll: him; and fo he goes onfecurely in hisaccufto- 
med track, till it overtake him. 

4. Ty humility y and the fear of 4* A modeft fence 

the LORD-, are riches and honour, of a man’s felf and 
and life . humble fubmilhon 

J to the meanell: con¬ 

dition, arifing from a Religious regard to the divine Ma- 
jefty, is the way to be promoted, both to wealth and to 
honour; and to enjoy them both alio, a long time, in joy 
and pleafure. 

5. Thorns and fnares are in the 5. The life of a. 

way of the froward : he that doth mari r h at winds and; 

turns any way, to 

bring-: 
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keep his fouf Jhall be far fiom bring about his ends, 
th em is very fcandalous to 

others ; and will in¬ 
tangle him at laft in moft grievous troubles.* he therefore 
that hath' a care of his foul, will have no fociety with fuch 
perfons; and thereby avoid the danger of being undone by 
them. 

6 . Train up a child in the way 6. Inftru&adiild, 
he (ho u Id go \ and when he is old , he as f°° n as evei i s 

will not depart from it. capable, and feafon 

t his mind with the 

principles of vercue, before he receive other impredions: 
and it is moft likely they will grow up with him; fb that 
when he is older, he will not fbnake them, but retain them 
ais long as he lives. 


7. The rich riileth over the poor y 
and the borrower is fervant to the 
lender . 


7 . Riches draw do¬ 
minion along with 
them over the mean¬ 
er fort; nay, though 
a man be not abfolutely poor, yet if he be forced to bor¬ 
row, he lofes his liberty, and depends upon the will and 
pleafure of the lender. 


8. He that fowetb iniquity , jhall 
reap vanity : and the rod of his an¬ 
ger jhall fail . 


8. But let not fuch 
abufe their power,for 
no man can reap bet¬ 
ter thanhefows; but 


if he doe injury to others, it fhal! produce his own trouble, 
and the Authority which he employs vexatioully and fpite- 
fully fhall fail him; and not be able to bear him out in his 
inhumanity, 


9. He that hath a haunt if nil eye , 
(hall be bleffed: for he giveth of his 
bread to the poor. 


9. On the other 
fide, he that behold¬ 
ing the miferable con¬ 
dition of others, takes 
compaftion upon them, and friendly relieves them, fhall 
be bldfed by God, and commended by men: becauie he 
doth not put them oft to be fupplied by others, but im¬ 
parts of his own goods to him, that cannot requite him 

Q r lo. 
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10. Cafl out the /corner, and r io- Throw the 

decides 
)ut ot a 
conttn- 
ijwith 

him: there will be no quarrels, no fuits, no reproach full 
words, wherewith contending perfons are apt to be!patter 
one another, when fuch info lent, and turbulent men are 
excluded. 

11. He that lovetb purenefs cf 11. He whofeheart 
heart, for the grace of his bps, tfe ]S f° free from guile, 

king fliall be his friend. tiiat ^e . Pk ces . Rls 

° J pleasure m the inte¬ 

grity of his mind, and the purity of his conferee, will ne¬ 
ver glofe, nor flatter, nor ftudy to put falle colours upon 
things; but fpeak ingenioufly, according to the iincere fence 
of his Soul: upon both which accounts a wife Tince will 
value him j and advife with him as a Friend* See Arg. [£]. 


Contention jhall go out ■ yea, ftrife lC0lje l r ? WRC 
„d „irmh M 

tion. which he is wont to raife, will go out togci 


12 . 


... The eyes of the LORDpre - 12. Thereisafpe- 

ferve knowledge , and he overthrow - Providence ol 

eth the words of the tranfgrejfaur . God, which watches 

0 M over honeft men(who 

fpeak as they think) and which profpers the advice they 
give, and the affairs they manage: but He fubverts fuch as 
are treacherous and perfidious; and blafts all their counlels 
and defigns* See Arg. [c ]. 


1;, The flothfull man faith , 13. A llothfullman 

There is a lion without , Jjhall be » eve r wants preten- 
flain in the flreets. ces to excufe himleli 

from labour; for he 
can feign to himfelf imaginary difficulties, and make a dread - 
full reprefentation of them: affrighting himfelf*with dan¬ 
gers where there are none ; or which happen very rarely* 
See Arg. Id]. 


14, The mouth of Jlrange women 14. When thou art 

js a deep pit: he that is abhorred indeed by the beauty 

of the LORD , (ball fall therein. and blandishments of 
c , thole lewd women, 

from whom thou oughteft toeftrange thy felt as far, as they 
are eltunged from God {fee II, iC\) remember that they 

allure. 
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allure thee into fuch a gulph of utter deftruftion; that to 
fall into their familiarity, is a mark of the higheft difplea- 
fure of Almighty God againflthee, forfome other crimes. 

if. Foolijhnefs is bound in the 15* Falte opinions 

heart of a child : but the rod of cor - ^ inclinations 

retlion jhall drive it far from him. . *° , c0 * e . j me 7 

tune to the mind and 

will of a child, and are fo twifted with them; that no ad¬ 
monitions, no reproofs, nor the wifeft difcourfes; but one- 
ly prudent and feafonable chaftifement, and that not with¬ 
out foraefeverity, will remove fuch obftinate folly. 

16. He that oppreffeth the poor 16. There are fome 

to increafe his riches, and he that men havefuch a mix- 

giveth to the rich y fliall furely come t } Jre ^ qualities; 
tnnnnf that at the fame time 

*° Want - , _ they will take from 

the poor to inrich themfelves, though it be by violence or 
fraud; and give to the rich and powerfull to wink at their 
oppreffions: But all in vain, for fuch pra£tices fhall cer¬ 
tainly bring them to beggary. See Arg. 01 

The End of the Firfl Tart of the Book 

of PROVERBS. 


THE 

SECOND PART 

Of the BOOK of 

PROVERBS. 

17. Bow down thine ear y and hear 17. And now let 

the words of the wife y and apply me exhort thee again 

thine heart unto my knowledge . ( IV. 20. V. 1.) who¬ 

mever thou art, that 
readelt 
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readeft thefe things, ro attend diligently; and confiderferi- 
oufly all the counfels and precepts which Wife and good men 
have delivered ; and in particular, let me prevail for an af- 
fe&ionare application of thy mind, to the knowledge which 
I impart unto thee- 

18. For it is a pie afan t thing if 18. For it will give 

thou keep them within thee ; they thee moft high fatif- 

foal I with all be fitted in thy lips . faction, if thou doft 

J 1o heartily entertain 

them, and thoroughly digeft them, and faithfully perferve 
them in mind: that thou art able withal to produce any of 
them, as there is occafion, and aptly communicate them 
for other mens Inftru&ion. 

19. That thytruflmay be in the 19. For what great- 

LORD , I have made known to er fatisfa&ion can 

thee this day, even ts thee. there be, than to have 

: a good hope m God, 

and to be well allured of his gracious Providence over thee ; 
which is the very end, for which I now declare thefe things 
to thee: that if thou haft been negligent before, yet now 
at length, thou, even thou mayft know the way to happi- 
nefs; and ftiow it unto others. 

ao. Have not I written to thee _ 20. Think ofitfe- 

excellent things in counfels and rioufly, and deny it 

knowledge: ' hou can , ft - that I 

have taken more 

ways than one for thy information; and have fet down moft 

excellent Rules, ancj, thofe well confidered with great ex- 

aftnels and care, for thy cqndjuCc both in publick, and in 

a private (late of life. See Arg, C 'f]T ' 

21. That I might make thee 21. That thou 

know the certainty of the words of mighteft, not onely 

truth , that thou mighteft anfwer have a certain, firm, 

the words of truth to them that knowledge, 

r J, o ot all thole truths 

* 0 ee * t that are neceflary for 

thee, but be able alfo to give found advice to thofe that 
fend toconfult thee: and befit to manage the moft diffi¬ 
cult affairs, to the fatisfaftion of them that employ thee in 
ari'Embaffy, ' 


22 , Rii 
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22. Rob not the poor becaufe he 22. And befides 

is poor: wither opprefs the afflitl- t ^°( e Inftruftioiis al- 
P /:„ t u e <r ate ready given, remem - 

ed m tbe gate ' ber thefethat follow. 

Never abufe thy power to the fpoiling of him, that is in a 
mean condition, becaufe he is unable to refift thee: but e- 
fpecially do not undoe him there, where he hopes for relief 
by denying him juftice; much lefsbyfalfeacculatlons, when 
he comes into the publick courts of judgment (2 Sum. XV. 
2.) See Arg. [_g ]. 


2}. For the LORD will plead 23. For all caufes 
their c&ufe , and fpoil the foul of be heard over 

thefethat fpoiled them . T^j in> a i , j 

J Jr Judge; even the Lord 

himfelf, who will do them right: and force their fpoilersto 

pay dearly for the wrong they have done them ; tor which 

nothing left than their life fhall make fatisfa&ion. 


24. Make no friendship with an < 24- And as there 
angry man: and with a fur iom man is nothing more ne- 

t hou (halt not go : f eOTary chan a Friend, 

io a principal point or 
Wifdom conii(ls in the choice of him; concerning which, 
obierve this Rule among others: not to enter into any fa¬ 
miliarity with a man prone to anger; and the more furi¬ 
ous he is, be fo much the more cautious, of being drawn 
along with him, into any company. See 

y, 

15. Left thou learn bis ways t 25. For it will be 

and get a pure to thy foul . - a ver 7 matter 

to preferve thy felt, 

in good temper, when he is out of humour; but thy very 
kindnefsto him, will make thee feel the fame commotion: 
nay, bring thy very life into great danger, by being enga¬ 
ged in all his quarrels. 

16. Be not t hou one oft hem that 26, And do not 

fir ike bands , or of them that are keep company with 

fun-tin for debts. thof ?> who are for- 

ward to pafs their 

word, and give fecurity for the payment ofother mensd^bts: 
left they draw thee into fuch dangerous ingagements 

0.4 (VI, 
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( VI. i. XL 15.) efpecially when thou haft no eftate to an 
fwer the debt for which thou art bound. See Arg. [i ]. 


27, If thou haft nothing to pay , t 27. For it will 

why ihould he take away thy bed highly incenfe the 

from under thee ? Cred.tor * hen 

J falls upon thee, to 

find thou art not fo able a man, as thoumadeft a fhow of to 

him: and fo provoke him to pull away the very bed from 

under thee, when thou art in it; and leave thee fhamefully 

and wretchedly on the ground : For why fhould any man 

have fo little care of his own good, as thus to expofe himfeli 

to fuch miferable ftraits, for the fake of another. 


18 . Remove net the ancient land- 28. Be content 

mark, which thy fathers have fet . with thy own eftate, 

and do not feek to en¬ 
large it by invading other mens pofleflions: efpecially thole 
to which they have an unqueftionable right, having enjoy ¬ 
ed them by long prefoription, and by the content of thy 
forefathers, whofe conftitutions ought to be had in great ve¬ 
neration. See Arg. [kj. 

19, Seefl thou a man diligent in 29. Mark a man 

his bufhefs ? he {hall {land before that is not rafh, but 

kiins , he (hall not Jland before mean y et quick and dex- 
„ trous in the dilparch 

ms ’ of any bufinefs he is 

charged withall: and thou mayft foretell that he fhall not 

long continue obfcure, in fome private and mean family; 

but be taken notice of, and preferred (o the fervice of his 

Prince, in fome publick Miniftry. 


CHAP. XXIII. 

4 

ARGUMENT. 

Ca] As. the foregoing Chapter concludes with an obferva- 
tion, concerning the quality of a perfon, who is mofl likely 
to come to preferment ; fo this begins with a caution to 
him, when be is promoted to it. For the firft verfc r> 

' ' (•' 
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(as Melanfthon calls it) Aulica Admonitio, an Ad¬ 
monition to a Courtier ; re mem bring him , that there is 
danger , even in the favour , efpecially in the familiarity 
of Princes and great men . /;<>/£ kindnefs mu ft be ufed, 
with much modefty and circumfpettion: efpecially if they 
be fa extraordinary kind, as to admit an inferiour to 
eat with them: when if a man ufe not great moderati¬ 
on , he lofes the guard be ought to have upon himjelf. 
For his head growing hot, his tongue way run, as we 
fay, before his wit j his behaviour may be indecent, or 
too negligent, &c. and therefore Solomon advijes fuels 
a perfon to be very confederate at that time, above all 
others', and with earneft attention to mind both who 
and what is before him: (for the Hebrew words may 
re [err to both, as I have explained it in the Parapbrajc) 
there being great danger of his ruin, if he give any 
offence , at fetch a time \ when the paffions of the Prince 
or Ruler, are apt to be as diford erect, as his own. And 
therefore had need be watched, that he may know how 
to appeal e them prefently ; and fo govern himjelf\ as to 
receive no prejudice thereby . 

Eb] But efpecially he muft be Jure to have a command over 
his tongue (which JVIelanfthon takes to be the meaning 
of putting a knife to his throat, v. t.) that it take 
not too much liberty, and that he fpeak nothing rajhly : 
which may undoe him, as it did Clitus: whom Alex¬ 
ander flew at a Feafl , for contradicting him too freely. 
He cites many Admonitions out of the Poets concerning 
this danger \ concluding with that comfel which ALfop 
gave Solon, when he was going to Crcefus ; fpeak to 
a King, 8 a* 8 fiJf McP/stt, either as little, or as 
fweet, as is poflijde. 

But this is too narrow a fence of that phrafe, put a knife 
to thy throat; though it be a part of it. For it ex¬ 
prefees the exceeding great caution, a man fhould ufe at 
a Feafl left he exceed his bounds in eating and drink¬ 
ing : wherein he feould be as careful 7 , as he is of 

cutting 
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cutting hij throat ; which many have in effeB done by 
intemperance : whereby fome have utterly deftroyed their 
healths at lafi ; and others fallen into fuch a liberty of 
fpeecb, at hath on a fudden coft them their lives. Be m 
afraid there fore, faith the Wife man,of running into ex- 
cefs (of which thou art in great danger at a great 'table , 
if thou haft a great ftomach) as if the knife wherewith 
thou cutteft thy meat, would certainly cut thy throat, if 
thou eateft too much . In fhort, he advifes a man to 
afright himfelf from Intemperance , where is a great 
temptation to it . 

There are tbofe indeed that take the firft particle ve, in 
the beginning of the verfe , to ftgnifi? cu> much at other- 
wife ; and the meaning to be , if thou doft not curb 
thy appetite, but let loofe its reins to eat and drink, 
as much as it defireth, it will expofe thee to as cer¬ 
tain danger, as if a knife were at thy throat: which 
though it be not fo eafte a ccnftrutlion, I have not alto * 
get her neglected. 

HO After this follows an Admonition againft Covetouf- 
nefs, v . 4. where he neither forbids all labour, nor a 
provident care (which in other places he commends) but 
onely reprefents how vain it is, to be over-follicitous \ 
and to leave no thoughts, nor ftrengtb for any thing elfe: 
for fo the firfl word is, do not weary thy felf to be 
rich . And in the next part of the Sentence , he onely 
bids m defift from our own underftanding ; meaning 
thereby, either wejhouldnot wholly truft to that, though 
in the ufe of honeft means ; or that we fhonld not follow 
our own inventions , contrary to the divine direction. 
Some would have the meaning of the whole to be this ; 
do not preferr the getting of riches, before the getting 
af wifdom: taking the verfe at if it ran thus, labour 
not for riches fo as to ceafe from the profecution of 
wifdom: let not thy worldly cares hinder better things, 
and then there is no danger: which is an excellent 
fence, if the words would bear it. 
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[d] 7 be reafon which Solomon adds v. 5. hath little or no 
difficulty in it -, wf}ich is from the uncertainty , either 
of getting or of keeping Riches. Whofe inconftancy he 
fetf forth by the flight of an Eagle; which of all other 
birds is objirved to fly fwiftell, and higheft into hea¬ 
ven (as Solpmon here fpeaks ) or into the clouds (as 
other Authors) that is, quite out of fight. Whence it is 
that Gpd faying, be carried the Israelites out of Egypt 
uppn Eagles wings, XIX. Exod. 4. R. Solomon (upon 
XII. Exod. 37.) took a conceit that they went an hun¬ 
dred and tw enty miles in one hoar ; for fo far it 1 vas 
from Ramafes to Succoth. 4 which though it be but 
an idle fanfie, yet there was this foundation for it ; 
that the Scripture exprejfes the fivifiefi motion by that 
of f agles. So Saul and Jonathan, who were ftrong 
i and excellent Racers, pur fling their Enemies with great 
fpeed, are faid to have been fwifter than Eagles, a Sam. 
I. 2 3. And fleh were they who pur fled Zedekiah and 
the people of Judah, when they fled out o/Jerufalem 
in hope to make an efcape , IF. Lam. 19. L Habakk. 8. 
compared with z King. XXF. 4, 5. And thus other 
Nations reprefent it, as Bo chart us obferves out of 
\ Cicero, who tells us out of Chryfippus; that when a 
Racer dreamt he was turned into an Eagle, an Interpre¬ 
ter told him \ Vicifti, ifta enim ave volatnulla velocius. 
£ej Next to Covstoufnefs he condemns Envy, as Melanc- 
thon and others mderfland , y.6, &c. or rather fuch co¬ 
vet oufnefs, as makes i men fordid: whence arifes indeed 
that part of envy, which difpofes a man to grntch every 
thing to his neighbour, though be would be thought libe¬ 
ral : which l pafs by onely ; with this note , of that good 
man \ that a fmgular diligence ought to be ufed , in ob- 
fir v mg and finding out , the difpo fit ions and inclinations 
of others:, that we may know whom to avoid y and whom 
to con fort with all. And (according as he under/lands 
the beginning of the next verfe, v. 7..) there is none 
worfe than the man now mentioned 3 who hath a Speftrc 
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or Satyr in bis Soul ; fo be renders it, mifiaking Sc hair 
/b/* Saar : which are widely different. this word 

Schaar, being ufed onely here in this place , raifed 
a great deal of difficulty, whence to derive it: which 
I (hall not trouble the Reader wirhali ; the fence being 
well enough expreffed in our Tr anflat ion, and in jhort 
is this, He is not as he feems: His thoughts difjer 
much from his words; and therefore do not believe 
what he faith, but mark the difeovery he makes of his 
inward thoughts. II hicb are fo fordid , that he is 
deteftable, as fame render the phrafe , or din kingly 
bafe. 

f f 3 Of envy at the profperows ejlate of wicked men, which 
makes others wifh them]elves in their condition, thrnh 
it be by imitating their wickednefs , he [peaks after¬ 
wards, v. 17. From whence to the XXI'. Chapter, mc(l 
of the precepts are admonitions, proper for Varents n 
give their Children ; that they may know what to ejehew : 
particular //Drunkennefs and Whoredom (of which he 
/peaks- in this Chapter) and fuch company, as may 
intice them to be fo lewdly wicked. Xnd in order here¬ 
unto to implant in their minds a due efteem of Wif- 
dom, as infinitely to be preferred be fore all earthly trea- 
fures. This he inferts in the middle, between the cauti¬ 
ons again/} Drunkennefs and Whoredom [g] v. 2 3. 
upon which the Lord Bacon hath paffed this remark, 
that the wife man judged it reafinable, that Riches 
Ihould be employed to get Learning, and not 
Learning be applied to gather up Riches, 
rh] lL S. Chryfoftom / obfirvation concerning an Harlot 
4< (Horn. XIV. ad pop . Antioch.) mofl excellently ex- 
l< plains V. 27 , 28. that 7rn^vii hjc. b^calcti, *Aa’ 
fo&tevH ux>vov y a Whore underftands nothing of 
u love or friendfliip but onely of the art of inveigling. 

Her heart is never fenftble of true affection ; but is 
<c made up of wiles to deceive and entrap men unto 
V their undoing, Jnd if the danger do not appt.it 

v ih, 
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u fhe is the mote to be avoided oti 7 netiw.it % 

« tire, becaufe fhe covers the deftruftion, and hides 
“ the deathand takes care it [hall net prefntly come 
li into the fight of him, whom {lie infnares into n. 

£ j] In the conclufion of the Chapter he reajfumes his dif- 
courfe about drunkennefs ; and reprefents at large the 
difmal effetfs of it, in fo lively a wanner, at may well 
deterr any man that reads it ferioufy, from being too 
bufie with wine. Which he faith , in conclufion, bites 
like a Serpent, and flings like a Bafilisk: (So Bochar- 
tus hath proved we ought to ir an fate the word Tzipho- 
ni, which we render Adder) whence it was, that Ta¬ 
tianin, the Encratites and Manichees, called Wine, the 
gall of the Dragon, and the venom of the old Ser¬ 
pent : and would not tafte a drop of it, no not in the 
holy Communion . Not conftdering, what lies open and 
obvious to every bodies eyes , that there is no hurt in 
the thing it felf (which is a fingular divine bene ft) 
but in our excefs. Whereby innumerable difeafes are 
bred in the body , the reafon for the prefent fuffocated, 
and the moft abfurd ajfellions fir red up: which 
change men for the time into Beafs . Some into Lions 
ps Bochartus gaffes (L JILC. X P,i.) witnefs A- 
lexander, who killed his deareft Friend in his cups , 
and Herod, who after a Feofi condemned the great 
Servant ofGod]ohn Baptift (whom he himfelf highly 
reverenced ) to be beheaded : ethers into Dogs, as Na¬ 
ha I, who moft rudely and churlifdy barkt at David, 
to whom he had great obligations, when he was in 
drink ■ Others into Hogs, wallowing in filthy pleafures; 
as Lot who defiled himfelf with inceft, when he was not 
himfelf: nay, it throws men down below the Leafs, 
who drink no more than needs, and never excite their 
thirft by art, but onely follow the dir eel ion of Nature. 
All which , if any man confder, he will eafily allow of 
what Solomon fays , that it bites like a Serpent, c c. 
that is, doth more mifehief than can be repaired. For 

the 
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the wound which the Bafiiisk gives , is /aid by Avicers 
na to be incurable ; and the Writers of his Nation fay t 
it doth hurt even by its looks and by its hilling, at 
that Author before named* relates Cap . IX. And fa 
Solomon immediately reprefents the effects of drunken - 
nefs to be fuch, that they make a man fenflefs , and per - 
feslly jlupid ; and confequently incorrigible , though he 
fitjfer never fo fadly by it, v. 34, $ f. As if this poi- 
fon, made a mortification in the whole man ; for 
which there is no remedy. 

I. XtfHen thou fitteft to eat i-\I/Hen a Prince 

VV with a ruler , conftder ^ or a very 

diligently what is before thee . f? eat P er ( on > doth 

thee the honour to 

admit thee to his table; be not transported vv ith fuch vain joy, 
as to remit the lerioufnefs of thy mind: but remember thou 
art In danger, if thou haft not thy wits abont thee to direft 
thy behaviour; left thou touch any thing, which perhaps 
was reserved onely for the Prince’s own eating, or demean 
thy felf undecently towards him, or towards any of tlie 
Guefts, or Waiters at the Table, See Arg M. 

2. And put a knife to thy throat, 2. Efpecially left 

if thou be a man given to appetite, thou fpeak too freely, 

which may hazard, 

thy undoing; for the prevention of which keep thy mind 
as fharp fet as thine appetite; and afliight thy left from in¬ 
temperance in language, as well* as in eating: of which 
there is the greater danger, if thou haft a greedy defire of 
meat and drink. See Arg. [b~], 

j 1 Be not de/Jrom of bis dainties : 3. Moft efpecially 

for they are deceitfull meat . when exquifite deli¬ 

cacies are let before 

thee; which are fo tempting, that it is a piece of wifdorn 
not to be too forward to accept of fuch invitations; or be¬ 
ing there to content thy felf with the plaineft difh: for it 
was not kindnels, but defign perhaps which called thee 
thither; or thou mayft be eafily indeed by fuch dainties, 
to ovei-eat thy feft* 

a\ Late?:' 

0 
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4. Labour not to be rich: ceafe 4. Do not trouble 

from thine own wifdom. th X felt with .^Ids 

J and tirelome labours 

to get a great eftate 5 be not too thoughtfull, nor let thy 

cares be endlefs, about fuch matters; much lets ufe any ill 

contrivances, which they may fuggeft to thee: no, nor 

depend fo much upon thy own prudent management tor 

the fuccels of thy honeft undertakings, as upon God’s 

blefling. See Arg. [e]. 

5. JVilt thou, fet thine eyes up¬ 
on that which is not ? for riches 
certainly make tbemfelves wings , 
they flee away as an eagle towards 
heaven. 

file them with fiich hafte and earneftnefe; which perhaps 
thou canft never catch; or if thou doft may be gone as 
feft as they came; and by all thy care and pains never 
be recovered. See Arg. [d]. 


5. Confider, for 
the cure of this, how 
ridiculous it is, that 
thou fhouldft let thy 
mind be fo intent up¬ 
on Riches, and pur- 


6. Eat thou not the bread of him 
that hath an evil eye , neither de¬ 
fire thou his dainty meats. 


6 . Receive no ob¬ 
ligations from a for¬ 
did man: but tho* 
he invite thee to a 


Feaft (which he may make perhaps fometime for oftenta- 
tion fake ) let not the good cheer tempt thee, to accept his 
invitation. See Arg. lei 


7. For ai he thinketh in his 7 * For even then, 

hearty fo is he : Eat and drink , when he would 

faith he to thee , but his heart is .* bought moil free 

not with thee. . an ? he ' s 

not able to dillemble 

the baieneis of his mind: which exprefles it felf in his very 

looks; whereby he £hews that when he prays thee to feed 

heartily, he had rather thou wouldft let It alone, and thinks 

thou eateft and drinkeft a great deal too much. 


8. The morfel which thou baft 8* Which will 
eaten, fhalt thou vomit up y and lofe make theefonaufeate 

thy fweet words. a11 his Unties, as to 

be ready to bring up 
again every bit thou haft eaten; and to repent of the 

commen- 
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commendations thou haft beftowed on his entertainment; 
or the thanks thou haft returned to him for it; or the 
wholfome difeourfe, thou haft interfperfed at the Table: 
tor it is all perfeftly loft upon him. 

9. And indeed it is 
good advice, not to 
tpeak of any ferious 
thing to fuch ftupid 
fools: for be thy difeourfe never fo ingenious, prudent, or 
inftruftive, they will not onely reap no profit by it; bur 
defpife and perhaps laugh at it. 

10. Remove not the old land¬ 
mark ; and enter not into the fields 
of the fatberlefs. 


9. Speak not in the ears of a 
fool ; for he will defpife the wifdom 
of t hy words. 


10. What was faid 
before f XXII. 28.) ot 
not removing the an¬ 
cient boundaries, un- 
derftand with a peculiar refpeft to Fatherlefs Children: 
whofe pofieflions be not tempted to invade, becaufe they 
are in their Infancy, and do- not underftand the wrong 
that is done them ; or are utterly unable to defend or to 
right themfelves. 

11. For their redeemer is migh- n- For, if then 

ty\ he hall plead their caufe with guardians and friend: 
r j ij e6t be carelefs of theii 

concerns, or afraid 
to oppofe thy proceedings, they have aProteftour who nei¬ 
ther wants power.nor courage to recover their right: and 
will undoubtedly aflert it, and condemn thee to make 
them ample fatisfa&ion, XXII. 23. 

12. Apply thine heart unto in- 12 And do not 

/ Irutlion , and thine ears to the think thefe to be 
words of knowledge. %ht admonitions, 

to be regarded : but apply thy mind with fincere affefti- 
on to fuch inftructions, and liften diligently to thofe pei- 
fbns whofe difeourfes tend to make tnee underftand thy 
duty. 

13. Withhold not correction from 1 3 * Unto which 
the child: for if thou be a: eft him Children fomecimes 

with the rod, he jhall not die . n c ot attenc ^ an “ 

therefore remember 

what 
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what hath been often fiid (XIII .24. XIX. 18. XXII* 15.) 
and do not forbear to give correction to a Child, that is 
fo ill difpofid : let not foolifh pity make thee fpare him ; 
fof it will doe him no hurt if he be foundly beaten ; but 
rather be a means to fave him from forer punifhment, even 
from death it felf 

14. Thou fhalt beat him with 14- P° n 9 * turn 

the rod , and (halt deliver his foul over i this bultnefs to 
from hell another, but doe it 

1 m ' thy felf; which may 

five the publick Officers the labour; nay, by making his 
body fmart for his faults, both body and foul may be de¬ 
livered from utter deftru&ion. 

15. My fon y if thine heart be i*. But mix the 

wife, my heart fhall rejoice , even kindeft exhortations 

and in treaties with 
this difcipline, laying; 
My dear Child, if thou haft any love for me, who was the 
Inftrument of bringing thee into the world, be lerious,. and 
heartily in love with wifdom and goddnefs: which will give 
me, me I fay (not to mention now thy own happinefs) a 
joy incomparably greater than all other. 

16. Tea , my reins (hall rejoice , 16. A joy that may 

when thy lips fpeak right things, be better fel t than ex- 

prefled; dinuhng it 
felf all over me ; and making my mind triumph, when I 
hear no ill words come out of thy mouth; but onely difi 
courfes of the right way to be happy. 

17. L.et not thine heart envy 17* In which that 
Jinners : but be thou in the fear of thou mayft always 

the LO RD all the day long, tread, be not offend¬ 

ed at the prolperity of 
the wicked; much left vex and fret thy lelf into an imitati¬ 
on of them: but maintain perpetually an awfull fenfe of 
God in thy mind; which is the beft prelervative againft 
envy and all otlier fins, if thou perlevereft conftantly in it. 
See Arg. [/]. 


18. For furely there is an end,and 18. Which there is 

thine expectation fhall not be cut off, great reafon thou 

fhouldft; for be afr 
R ftired 
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*ured, though thou art affli&ed for the prefent, the time 
Will come when thou flialt not onely be delivered, but re¬ 
warded for thy patience: expeft it confidently, if the fear 
of the Lord make thee perfifi: in faithful! obedience to him: 
for it fhaU not be in the power of man to difappoint thee 
of thy hope* but thou fhalt certainly flourifh, when 
thofe wicked men fliall hang down their heads and pe¬ 
ri fh. 


19. Hear tbou y my [on, and be 19. And more par- 

wife. and guide thine heart in the ticularly , my dear 

iva y Child, be advifed by 

J * me to ftudv this piece 

of wi( 3 om; and to follow dofely and heartily this directi¬ 
on which I commend to thee. 

20. Be not amongft wine-bib- 20. I know how 

bers\ amongft riotom eaters of greedy youth is of 

jiejh, pleafure ; and in 

J J what danger to be 

corrupted by it: therefore avoid the lociety of drunkards 
and gluttons > and take heed of all excefs in eating and 
drinking. 

2 1. For the drunkard and the 
glutton Jball come to poverty : and 
drowfinefs fliall clothe a man with 
rags. 

mon effeCt of revelling, feafting and riotous living: for that 
is wont to be attended alfo with lazinels, carelefnefs and 
negleCt of all bufinefi ; which neceflarily reduces men to 
extreme beggary. 

ti. Hearken unto thy father 22. Be obedient to 

that begat thee , and defpife not thy this counfel, which 

toother when [he is old. 15 gj ven fhee by thy 

Father, who loves 

thee, and hath had longer experience of the world than 
thou, and by bringing th.ee into it hath power to com¬ 
mand thee: and do not (light (as the manner is) what thy 
Mother faith, becaule flit is a woman, much le(s becaule 
flie is grown old; which ought to make her advice the 
more regarded by thee. 


21. For befides 
that it is an enemy 
to wifdom, it brings 
men to poverty; 
which is the com- 


2 J. Buy 



Chap. XXIII. the PROVERBS. 24 ? 

23. Buy the truth y and fell it 23. Spare no coft 

not; alio wifdom y and inftruBion y nor pains to acquire 

and mderftanding. th , e pledge of 

J 0 what is true and falfe, 

good and bad; and do not think there is any thing of equal 

price unto it: and therefore negle&not the ftudy of it, 

though it were to get never fo much money, or the high- 

eft honours; but preferr wiidom and vertue, and the 

means that inftruft thee how to attain it, and to make thee 

able to doe good toothers, infinitely before them all. See 

Arg. lg]. 

14. The father of the righteous 
Jhall greatly rejoyce : and he that 
begetteth a wife child, jhall have 
joy of him. 


24. For there is no 
greater joy a Parent 
can have, than to fee 
his Son take vertuous 
courfes: which as it 


is the onely wifdom, fo gives both Parents and Children, 
the higheft pleaiure and latisfo&ion. 

if. Thy father and thy mother 25. Let not thy 
/hall be glad , and (he that bare thee Father and Mother 
(hall rejoyce. * hen, want this fingu, 

lar pleaiure; blit by 
thy well-doing fill the heart of her that bare thee with joy 
and triumph: who for all the pains and care fhe hath had 
in thy birth and about thy education, defjrcs no ether re¬ 
quital but onely this. 

26. My fon , give me thine 26. And more e- 

beof ty and let thine eyes ubferve fpecially, my dear 
mv wnv c Child, let me prevail 

my Wa)S - with thee alfo to ap- 

ply thy mind aflettionately to this following inftruftion: 
and let thy thoughts be very intent and fixt upon it; that 
thou mayeft prderve thy felf in the pra6hce of thde ver- 
tues to which 1 have directed thee. 


27. For an whore is a deep 27* Lftrange thy 
ditch ; and a ftranvc woman is a f tf lf fi' om harlots* as 
narrow pit, much as they aje e- 

ftranged from God; 
for (asl have told thee before, XXII. 14.) thou art utterly un¬ 
done, if thou failed in league witlia whore; who will never be 

R 2 fatisfied 
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fatisfied with all the money thou canft give her: and 
yet, fuch are her arts, notwithftanding all the (Freights 
and hardfliips thou fhalt fuffer by^her, it will be a 
hard matter, when thou art once engaged, to get quit of 
her. 


28. She alfo lieth in wait a* for 28. She is not what 

a prey , and increafeth the tranf- appears; but, 

greffours among men . whatfoever love (he 

* a may pretend to thee, 

is no better than a high* way robber; who will watch all op¬ 
portunities to make a prey of thee: and is of no other ufe 
in the world, which already is too bad, but to make it 
worfe; by increafing the number of lend, difloyal and fakh- 
fcfs men. See Arg. [h]. 

2 9. Who*hath wo? who hath 29* And if thou 
forrow} who hath contentions ? who intended to avoid 
hath babling? who hath wounds Inch women, then (as 

without caufe? who hath rednefs of a !,. ore v% 20 

e y es ■ the lamentable et- 

fefts of which are fa many, that it is a hard matter to enu¬ 
merate them: For if thou confidered, who they are that 
run themlelves into all manner of mifahiefs, that are never 
out of danger, but are ingaged, for inftance, in quarrels, 
didurbing the neighbourhood, by their noife and tumult, 
and fighting; and are wounded, not for the lafety of their 
Country, but for frivolous caufes; look deformedly, and 
fpoil their very countenances. 


30. They that tarry long at the 50. Thou wilt find 

wine, they that go to fcek mixt wine, they are fuch as are 

fo in love with wine, 
that they neither willingly dir from it; nor content them¬ 
lelves with the ordinary fort; but make a diligent learch 
for the richeft and mod generous liquors. 


3 r. Look not thou upon the wine 31. Therefore do 
when it is red , when it giveth bis not believe thy fenles 
colour in the cup 7 when it moveth mere ty> butconfider 
it felf aright: the power andefle£fa 

ot wine: and wher 
thou feed how bright it looks, and how it fparkla 

in 
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in the gla(s; when it tades mod gratefully, and goes down 
fmoothly ; let it not entice thee to excefs. 

32. At the laft it hiteth like a 32* But remem- 

ferpent , and ftingeth like an adder . her, that the pleafure 

will be attended at 
lafl: with intolerable pains; when it works like lo much 
poifon in thy veins; and cads thee into dileafes as hard to 
cure, as the biting of a Serpent, or the dinging of a Bafi- 
lisk. See Arg. [/]. 

33.7 bine eyes Jhall behold ft range 33. Thy thoughts 

women , and thine heart jhall utter noc onely grow 
perverfe things . confuted , and all 

things appear to thee 
otherwaystban they are j but Iuftfull, nay adulterous defires 
will be dirred up, which thou canft not rule : and thy 
mouth, being without a bridle, will break forth into un- 
feemly, nay filthy, Icurrillous, or perhaps blafphemous 
language; without refpeft to God or man. 

34. Tea , thou (halt be eu he that 34. And, which is 
lieth down in the mid ft of the fea , word of all, thou 

or as he that lieth upon the top of a , - *° P er ^’ 

J lyfenfelefs, that thy 

v ' mod important bufi- 

nefs will not oneiy lie negle&ed; but thou wilt fottiflily 
run thy felf into the extremed hazards, without any ap- 
prehenfion of danger: being no more able to direft tny 
cour/e, than a Pilot who (norts when a Ship is tofied in 
the midft of the Sea ; or to take notice of the peril thou 
art in, than he that falls afleep on the top of the Mad, 
where he was let to keep the watch. 


3 j. They have ftriken me y (halt 
thou fay, and Iwtu not feck; they 
have beaten me y and Jfelt it not: 
when JhaU I awake ? I will feek it 
yet again. 


35. And to cpm- 
pleat thy mifery, 
ihouldft thou be noc 
oneiy, mockt and a- 
bufed, but beaten al¬ 


io, thou thy felf wile 
confefs afterward, 
that it made no impreffion on thee; nay, fhoyldd thou 
be mod lamentably Battered and bruited, thou wilt neither 
know who did it, nor at all regard it} but, as if no harm 

R 3 had 
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had befal’n thee, no Cooner open thy eyes, but ftupidly 
feek an occafion to be drunk, and beaten again. 


CHAP. XXIV. 
ARGUMENT. 

The pronenefs of good men , efpecially while they an 
weaky and onely in the beginnings of Goodnefs , to be de- 
jetted at the profperity of the ungodly 1 and fo to be 
tempted to imitate them y is the reafon y that the admoni¬ 
tion we meet wit ball in the fir (l verfe is fo often repeat¬ 
ed. Which we find before III 31. XXIII. 17. and 
comes again v. 18. of this Chapter .. 

£ b j Andy in like manner , for the incouragement of well - 
difpofed perfons , to depend on God's blejfing y in the exer- 
cifeof a vertuous prudence ; for the get ting , increafing y 
and preferving of an eft ate (v. 4,5.) he repeats ano¬ 

ther observation ( v. 6, 7.) of the advantage which Wif¬ 
dom hath over mere ftrength: which we had fever a l 
times before , XL 14. XJ \ 22. XX. 18. 

[c] And then having fhown that it is not Wifdom to in¬ 
vent new ways of doing hurt (v. 8, 9.) he advifes to di- 
■ ligence in the acquiring of true Wifdom , while we are in 
a good condition: For elfe we Jha/l not be able to fup- 
port our felves when adverfity comes . So forne under- 
ftand v. 10. which we translate otherways , and fo do 
mojl Interpreters: and therefore I have exprejfed, the 
fence of our tranflation frfi ; and onely annexed the 
other to it . There is a third , which I have taken no 
notice of in my Taraphrafe , becaufe it doth not feemto me 
to be genuine ; which is this , If adverfity dejeft thee, 
and break thy fpirit; thou wilt be fo much the more 
unable to get out of it. But it is an excellent obfer- 
vation % and therefore I thought good here to mention 
it : though the fimpleft fence feems to be that which ire 
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follow, and in brief is this-, Thou art not a mail of 
courage, if thou canft not bear adverfity with an 
equal mind. 

[ d ] And there is a courage to be exercifed in our chari¬ 
table fuccouringof others, a* well as in our own difirefes ; 
which he commends in the following words f v. 11, 12, 
Where he preffes with a great deal of warmth (as will 
appear to thofe that underfiand the Hebrew language, 
and reade the laji words with an interrogation) the ne- 
ceffity of giving our ajftfiance for the refcuing of inno¬ 
cent per fens (when their lives are in danger) either by 
counselling them , or petitioning others on their behalf 
or pur chafing their releafewith money, orufing our au¬ 
thority, or power (if we have any and can do it lawfully) 
for their deliverance. For this chiefly belongs to Ma- 
giflrates, and thofe that are in publick Office ; who 
ought not to be over-awed by great men , from under v 
taking the protection and relief of thofe who are unjuft- 
ly opprejfed . This 1 think. Melandthon hath expreffed, 
as well , or better than any I have met wit hall, in this 
manner: “ God commands both the Magiftrate andpri - 
u vate men, not to murther the innocent , and likewife 
“ not to ajfifi unjuft cruelty . But quite contrary the 

11 Magiftrate ought to be the Guardian of innocent 
11 mens lives ; and private perfons in their places ought 
“ to oppofe, without fedition, unjufl feverity , as much 
“ as they are able. There are many examples of this 
“ in the Scripture. Jonathan oppofed his Father, and 
44 helpt to preferve David ; not onelyby the good iefti- 
41 mony he gave of him, but by other good offices . Oba- 
“ diah fed the Prophets , whom Jezabel defigned to 
tc have killed . The Eunuch pulled up Jeremiah out 
“ of the dungeon \ and the Egyptian Midwives fa- 
44 ved the Ifraelites children, as Rahab afterward did 
“ the [pies. In the time of Diocletian, a noble perfonin 
44 the city of Nicomedia fa Bithynia, pnblickly tore 
“ down the Edict of the Em per our, for putting ChrE 

R* 4 11 ftians 
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<e ftiam to death \ that he wight jhow he detefted that 
“ unjttft cruelty. Examples to the contrary , are fuel,b as 
u that of Doeg, who in compliance with Saul’/ fury 
“ flew the innocent Priefts: and many now, either open - 
“ ly or by their filcnce confirm the unjujl fe verity, 
tc which is exercifed againjl our Churches . Let fuel) 
lt think of thefe words of Solomon, If thou forbear 
“ to deliver them, &c. 

pc] Who Jhows with what pleafure fuels Injtruttions fhould 
be received\ and bow profitable , nay neceffary, they are y 
by the example of Honey (v. 1;, 14.) which was not 
onely reckoned the frreetefi thing in thofe Countries 
(as appears by many places of Scripture ) but one of 
thofe, which was mofi neceffary, for humane life ; as ap¬ 
pears by the words of the Son of Sirach XXXIX. 41. 
For it was ufefull for food , for drink, for medicine 7 
for preferving of dead bodies ; and was fo natural is 
them , that it feems to • have been the fcod of Infants , 
VII . Ifa. 15. Whence the ancient Chrifiians,were wont 
to give a little miik and honey to thofe who were bap¬ 
tized ; asperfons newly regenerate and born again: bc- 
eaufe Honey as well as Milk, was the nutriment of lit¬ 
tle children in thofe days and countries. How refrefhing 
it was , appears by the ftory of Jonathan, 1 Sam. XIV. 
17. and in what common ufe, by the example of our Sa¬ 
viour after his Re fur red ion, XXlV.l^uk. 41,42. Which 
may all be applied to Wifdom ; from whence the mind 
derives the greateft fatisfatiion: and therefore ought 
to be, as it were , our daily diet (without which wt 
cannot fubfift) from the beginning of our days , unto the 
end of them . 

£f] For many graciouspromifes are made to it,which muff 
not be fo under flood,he (hows, as if no evil thing jhould 
befall good men: but as Wifdom teaches them to be con¬ 
tent with a little (which feems to be denoted by the 
word we tranflate habitation, v. 1 j .) fo when they meet 
with any afflittiw, it inftrufts them not to defpair of 

better 
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better days. So tbofe words are to 'be underftood v. 16. 
Which are commonly not onely in Sermons, but in Books 
alfo applied to falling into (in: And that men may the 
more Jecurely indulge themfelves in their fins, and yet 
think themfelves good men, they have very cunningly ad¬ 
ded fomethingto them. For they are commonly cited 
rim, A juft man falleth feven times a day. Which 
lap words [a day, or in a day] are not in anytranflati- 
on of the Bible (much left in the Original) but onely [owe 
corrupt Editions of the Vulgar Latin: which againfb 
the plain [cope of the Context , and the meaning of the 
words , fee ms to underfland this place of failing into fin. 
When the word fall never fignifies fo ; but always trou¬ 
ble and calamity : as abundance of learned men have 
long ago obferved; particularly Tarnovius; and fincc 
him, Amama and Grotius. Nor needs there any 0- 
ther proof of it, than tbofe places ( which are many) 
wherein falling and riling again being oppofed*, both of 
them have refpeEl to calamities: and the former figni¬ 
fies, being plunged into them, and the other, getting 
out of them. And fo, in the Latin tongue adverfities, 
are called cafus, falls, as every body knows. 

And therefore we muft make ufe of other places, for the 
confuting the fanfie of perfection in this life ; and for the 
comfort of tbofe who are caft down by their lapfes into in - 
to fin: And take heed of reading the holy Scriptures fo 
carelefiy, as to turn our Medicine into poyfon: which is 
the fault of tbofe , who from fucb miftakes , give way 
to their evil affections ; and let them carry them into 
fin, 

Lg] Againft this there follows afiver e caution, in the Wife 
man , who would not have us fo much as indulge our feIves 
in that pie afire, we are apt to take , in feeing our Ene¬ 
mies fall into fuel? troubles, as they have given tts v. 17. 
And to this be annexes another which camiot be too 

. often repeated (v. 19 .) againft fr-etting at the pro- 
fperity of (hofe who do ilh which he often prohibits ; 

^ 1 L. a. 



z 50 A Paraphrase on Chap. X 5 ^ 1 V. 

but doth it now in the words of his Father David, 
XXXVIL Pfal. 1. whofe authority was juftly held very 
great in that Church: and who had made many obferva- 
tions 7 from hi* own experience , of the (hortnejs of their 
felicity ; and the fudden changes with which they were 
often furprifed and aftonifhed . 

[h] An inftance he gives of this in the next precept 
(v. ir, 21.) which , faith Melanfthon (fo carefullwere 
the Reformers to prevent all Sedition and Rebellion ) 
is to be reckoned among the principal [ententes, that are 
to be obferved in this Book: commanding obedience # 
and dire Bing the order of it . n For firft he com- 
“ wands m to obey God ; and then the King : whofe of 
w fee it is to fee the Laws of God obferved by bts Sub - 
41 jefts ; and to make fuch Laws as are not repugnant to 
<c God's Laws ; and to punijh the contumacious; and to 
11 pronounce all fentences according to the Laws, &c. 
“ And in dubious cafes, their decrees ought topre- 
“ vail; not onely becaufe there is a probable reafon on 
a their fide , but becaufe of the Authority given from a- 
u hove unto Magiftrates .* whom God would have us in 
41 civil affairs , though dubious before , to obey. And be- 
f< caufe God gives us fometimes more mild and gentle, 
<{1 fometimes lefs kind, He would have us alfo to bear 
iC onera duriora, if they be tolerable , and obedience 
<l be not a fin. For he threatens here a fevere venge- 
“ once to tbofe that are feditious - fo he tranfates the 
“ word Schonim; which the Chaldee tranfates fools 
fC (changelings in our language) for they are no better , 
** who invert and change this order )as fome underftaml 
u the word ' either by advancing the will of the Prince 
<e above all Law, without any regard to what God 
ft himfelf hath enafted; or by pretending Religion 
“ and the fear of the Lord, for rebellion againft the 
<c King, who ordains nothing againft God J s Law. 
i 1 But there U no neceffity of gloffing upon that word 
\wh: r h we render given to change) for though it be di¬ 
ver fly 
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vc rfly tr anfluted, the fence is ft ill the fame. And fome 
of the varieties that are of opinions , about the fence of 
the latter part of the n verfe t I have exprcjfed in the 
Faraphrafe , and madethem agree well enough. Lud.de 
Dicu ts alone by himfelf -at far as lean find) who would 
have that word we render both of them, to fignifie 
their years: and the meaning to be; who knows how 
foon their life mav be at a miferable end t 

M -a 

Among the following fcntences , which are rules alfo of Wif- 
dom y there is no difficulty; but a little in v. 26. and i%. 
Where I have endeavoured to comprehend feveral expofi- 
tions \ and connext them together in my Parapbrafe : 
but think not fit to enlarge this Preface any further , by 
giving a particular account of them. 


i.TVE not thou envious againft i.T E Tit not vex 
Jj evil men } neither defire to thee into im- 

be with them. patience and indigna- 

tion,to fee men thrive 
who are bent upon nothing but wickednefs; much lefs 
move thee to think them happy, and to wi(h thy felf a- 
mong them: biit avoid their company, and much more 
their courfe of life. See Arg. [ a ]. 


2. For their heart ftudietb de- 2* For who would 
ftrutlion y and their lips talk of mi ft grow rich and great 
chief. by the mifery of o- 

. tners? and fuch mens 

thoughts are always contriving how to ruine thofe that 
(land in the way of their wicked defigns: and their tongues 
are employed in lyes, calumn^s, faTfe accufations, and all 
manner of forgeries; not onely to give trouble and vexati¬ 
on unto their neighbours, but to undoe them. 


3. Tlmugh wifdom is an houfe 3. An eftate may 
budded, and by under ft an ding it is be gotten, and a fa- 
cjiablijhed; mily raifed by fuch 

wife and pious 
means, as I have recommended in this Book: and there 
need no other arts but vertue and prudent management, to 
fettle and continue it, 

4. And 
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4. And by knowledge (hall the 4. For as true 
chambers be filled with all precious learning and know- 

and pleafant riches. ledge is the bed fur¬ 

niture of the mind; 
fo it is bed able to fumifli every room in thehoufe; not one- 
ly with all things neceflary, but with what may ferve for 
ornamen t and for the pleafure of life. 


^. A wife man is ftrong,yea y a man 
of knowledge increafeth firength . 


5. Wifdom alfo is 
able to fupply the 
defeft of bodily 
ftrength, fora man's defence againd unjud invaders of his 
poffeffions: or if he have outward drength and power, his 
skill and dexterity will add fuch force unto it, as will make 
it more effectual. 

6 . For by wife conn fa l thou (halt 6 . For experience 

make tby war : and in multitude of tells us, that viftory 

counfellers there is fafety. doth not depend fo 

much upon mighty 

armies; as upon exact conduct, good difciphne and fub- 
tile contrivance: and the fafety of a Nation doth not lie 
merely in the multitude of the people; but in the number 
of wife men, to direct and govern all affairs, ( XI. 14.) 
See Arg. [£]. 

7. Wifdom is too bigb for a fool: 7. Who are the 

be openetb not bis mouth in the more valuable , be- 

caufe it is no eafie 
■ * thing to be an ac- 

complifhed perfon in all the parts of wifaom; which are 
above the reach of vain, rafh and heady men: who are 
not admitted either to judge, or to ad vile in the common 
Council o i the City; where wife men are not afraid, nor 
afliamed to fpeak, and that with great authority. 

8. He that devifetb to do evil , 8. He that devi- 

jhall be called a mifcbievous per- new ways and 

arts of cheating, or 
* doing mifehief unto 

others, is one of the word of men ; and fhall be brand¬ 
ed with the odious name of Ayi inventor of evil things 
(L Rom. 30,) 


9 - 7k 
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9. The thought of foolifine ft is 9. To contrive any 

fin- and the fcorner is an ahomina- thing that is hurtfull 
,■ tn mf „ unto others, though 

t,on t0 mn - out of rafhnefs and 


folly, is a fin : bur he that makes a jell of it when it is done, 
and laughs at thofe who tell him it is a fin; is (uch a pefti- 
lent wretch, that he is, or ought to be, extreamly abhorred 
of all mankind. 


10. If thou faint in the day of 10. To defpond 

adverfity y thy ftrengtb is fmalL and defift from any 

good defign, much 
more to defpair of deliverance, when thou falleft into any 
diftrels, is an argument of great weaknefs and feeblenefs of 
mind : and yet, if thou art remils in the ftudy of Wifdom 
ma profperous condition, thy lpirit will be apt to fink, and 
be dejected in a worfe. See Arg. [£]• 


11. If thou forbear to deliver % n. Ufe thy bell 

them that are [drawn unto deaths jndeavours to deliver 

and thofe that are ready to be innocentperfonswho 
n a ' . by fa lie acculations, 

d or other ways, are 

dragged to execution; or are in prelent danger of lofing 
their life: and do not think, thou canft with a fafe confci- 
ence withdraw thy lelf, from fuccouring them in that di¬ 
ftrels. 


it* If thou fayeftj Behold , we 
knew it not: doth not he that pon - 
dereth the heart conftder it i and 
he that keepetb thy foul , doth not 
be know it ? and frail not he render 
to every man according to his 
works? 


12.1 know the com¬ 
mon excufe which 
men are apt to make 
in this cafe; prote- 
(ling that they did 
not underftand their 
innocence, or how 
to fave them: but 


.. doll thou think fiich 

things will pafs with God, though they do with men ? Canft 
thou deceive Him with falle pretences ? Him, that fearch- 
eth into the fecrets ofall mens hearts ? Him, that obfervetli 
every, the very lead, motion of thy Soul ? by whole wife 
Providence, which ferves all men in their kind, thou thy 
lelr llulr be deferred, as thou haft deferred others. See 


Arg 
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ij. My [on, eat thou honey, be- 13. Do not (light, 
aiifnt is good-, and the oney-comb, much lels naufeate 
which is [met to thy tafte: fuch precepts as thefe, 

, . - _ ,, , my dear Child: but 

as honey is molt acceptable to thy palate, both for its 

wholefomnefs, and for its pleafurc ; efpecially that pure 
part of it, which drops of it felf immediately from the ho- 
ney-comb. See Arg. [*]. 


14. So (hall the knowledge of 
rpifdom be unto thy foul: when thou 
baft found it, then there Jhall be a 
reward , and thy expectation jhall 
not be cut off. 

inuit nccci- 

fary for thee, nothing more delightfuil; fo, it it beferioufly 
ftudied and thoroughly digefted, it will abundantly reward 
thy pains, with prolperous iiiccefs in all thy undertakings; 
and never put thee in hope of any thing, which fliall not 
ahfwer thy expectation. 


*4- So let that 
knowledge be to thy 
mind, which tends to 
make thee wife and 
vertuous: for as no¬ 
thing is more necef 

1> 1 — _ 


15:. Lay not wait, O wicked 15. It is polTible 
man, againft the dwelling of the indeed that a good 

righteous: fpoil not bis rejting-plate . . maT1 s condition may 

be very mean, nay 
afflifted fometime in this world: but let not that tempt the 
wicked fubtilly to contrive to ruine, much lefs by open vi¬ 
olence to difturb his innocent repole; nay, cad him out of 
his (mail habitation, with which he is contented: 


1 6. For a juft man falletbfeven 16. For though a 
times, and rifeth up again: but £ op d man fhould 

the wicked jhall fall into mifchief. troubles^^that ^hou 

imagined he cannot fail to perifh in them: he fliall over¬ 
come them all, and Hourifh again; when the wicked fhall 
fink under the calamity that befalls them, and never be a- 
ble to recover out of it- See Arg. If]. 

17. Rejoyce not when thine ene - 17. It is a great 

my falleth , and let not \ f tine heart P^ce of wifdom and 

be glad when he ftnmbUth: vertiie alfo , to pity 

others in their trou¬ 
ble, and not to flievv any fign of jov and mirth, when rhou 
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feed any man, though he be thy enemy, in a calamitous 
condition: no, not lo much as (upon thy own account) to 
take any inward pleafure in his downfall, 

18. Left the LORD fee it, 18. For tho' no bo - 

and it difpleafe him , and he turn dy fees it. Cod doth; 

away bis wrath from him. a ^n . uc ^ ^humane 

J J affections are fo dif- 

pleating to Him, that they may provoke Him to tranflate 

the calamity from tny enemy unto thee: and thereby damp 

thy tinfull joy with a double forrow j firft to fee him deliver- 

ed from his trouble, and then to find thy felf involved in it. 


19. Fret not thy felf becauft of 19. Let not thy 

evil men, neither be thou envious anger kindle (or if it 

at the wicked. do, quench it pre- 

fently, that it may 

not tempt thee to impatience) when thou feed naughty 
men thrive and profper: and ao not imagine them to be 
happy men, and thereby be provoked to follow them, in 
their impious courfes. See Arg. [g ]. 


10. For there fhall be no reward 20. For though a 
to the evil man, the candle of the wicked man may 

wicked frail be put ont. , Savely for a 

1 time, yetitlhallend 

quite otherways than he expe&ed ; and his fplendour (fuch 
as it is) if not in his own days, yet in his pofterity, be ut¬ 
terly extinguifhed. 


11. My fon y fear thou the LORD , 2i. Take care there* 

and the king : and meddle not with fore, nw dear Child, 

them that are given to change. Region 

(which teaches thee 
in the nrft place to worfiiip, reverence, and obey the great 
Lord and Govemour of all the world) make thee humbly 
obedient to the King, as Gods Vicegerent here on earth: 
and have nothing to doe with thofe, whofe difcontent with 
the prefent date of things, or their love of novelty, makes 
them afleft a change of Government; and depart from 
their duty both to God and man. See Arg. [A], 

12. For their calamity frail rife 22. For an unex’ 

fuddenly , and who knoweth the ruin petted and dreadful! 
of them both ? calamity fhall una¬ 

voidably 
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voidably and violently feizeon them: but when, and how 
either God or the King will punifh them none can tell-, or 
what terrible vengeance they will take, both upon thole 
that move rebellion, and thofe that alTociate with them. 
SecAtg* [/]. 

2;. Tbefe things alfo belong to 23. Thefe things 
the wife. It is not good to have a bo that follow, be 
refpett of perfons in judgment. t0 w j^ an d 

thy life. It is a very evil thing, if thoa art a Judge, to con¬ 
sider the quality of the perfon (either his greatnefs, or his 
relation, or the friendship thou haft with him, &c.) and 
not the merits of the caufe, that is brought before thee. 

24. He that faith unto the rvic - 24. And whoever 

kedy Thou art righteous ; him (ball he be, that contrary 

the people carle, nations (hallabhorr t0 . evidence 

/,* x whidi is given in a- 

gainft the wicked, 
Shall pronounce him innocent, and make a bad caufe to be 
good; the whole Country Shall curfe him, and wiSh the 
Divine vengeance may overtake him; nay, other Nation^ 
who hear of his uniuft proceedings, Shall have him in great 
deleftation. 

25. But to them that rebuke him 25* But they that 

'Jhall be delight , and a good blef- S^ ve a check to vice 

fing /ball come upon them. and wickednefs, by 

0 1 pumihing evil-doers 

according to their deferts, Shall not onely have inward fa- 
tisfa&ion in their own mind; but increafe of joy, by hear¬ 
ing others fpeak well of them; nay, God himfelf, the 
fountain of all good, Shall plentifully beftow his blelhngs 
upon them. 

2 6 . Every man jhall kifs his 26. It is not onely 

Ups that givetb a right anfver . juftice but kind neb, 

to pals a righteous 

Sentence, without fear or favour; and upon all occalions 
to fpeak appofitely and confonant to truth: and as l'ucn 
perlons give others a lingular pleafure, fo they Shall be be - 
loved moft dearly, and honoured by all- 


27. Prepare 
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2- prepare tby work without, 27. Doevery thing 

and make it fie for tbyfelfin the in, order: and hr ft 
fieid; and afterwards build thine Xhare™(Wf! 

"Mje. fary. contenting thy 

(elf with a little hutt in the field, till thou haft gotten an 
eftate, by a careful 1 improvement of thy pafturage and of 
thy tillage : and then it will be timely enough to build thee 
an houfe, and to bring a wife into it. 

28. Be not a witnefs againft thy 28. Donotteftifie 

neighbour without caufe: and de an y againft thy 

ceive not with thy lips . neighbour rafhly , 

much lets when thou 

haft no ground at all for thy accufatibn \ nor (educe any bo¬ 
dy into a falfe opinion of him, by crafty insinuation; much 
lets fuborn themfecretly by promiles of rewards, to fay that 
which is not trueofhim; when outwardly thou carried thy 
felffair to him, and pretended to be his Friend. 


29. Say not, I will do Jo to him . 29. Suppofe . I e 

as be hath done to me : I will render be en injurious 

to the man according to his work. ! n that kind to thee 

0 heretofore, and thou 

haft now an opportunity to be revenged} let not that tempt 

theetO refoive with thy (elf to doe to him, as he hath done 

to thee: talcing upon thee that, which God hath declared 

belongs to Hitnfelf alone (XXXII. Dent. 35.) to recom- 

pence unto him, according to his defervings. 


30. 7 went by the field of the 3°* And, to that 
jlotbfull, and by the vineyard of the which 1 have juft now 

man void of under ft anding .* . if 27 ^ c0I ? cem ‘ 

J J * mg diligence, I will 

add this obfervation; which I my felt made, as I took a 

view of the ftate of my Subjects: among whom I found 

one fo laiy and void of consideration; that though he had 

good land in the field, and a fruicfull vineyard j 


3 1. And loft was all grown over 
with thorns , and nettles had cove¬ 
red the face thereof and the ft one¬ 
rs all' thereof was broken down. 

S 


31. Yet, fuch was 
his wretched (loth,in- 
ftead of corn I was 
furprifed with the 
fight of thorns and 
chillies. 
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thirties, which had over-run his.whole field; nor was there 
any thing but nettles to be feen in his vineyard: or if there 
had been any fruit in either, it would have been loft for 
want of a fence ; which was fain down, and laid all open 
to the beafts of prey* 

;2. Then I fair, and confedered 32. Which rufull 

it well : 1 looked upon it, and re- fpe&acle fo deeply at- 

ceived inftrullion. fected my heart, and 

J brought fo many 

thoughts into my mind; that I learnt by beholding thole 
iriiferable effects ofidlenefe, to cure that vice m my (elf, and 
to corre6tit in orhers. 

23. Yet a little fleef , a link 33- And I cannot 

Ilumber a little folding of the hands doe it better, than in 
\ n * J * thole words before u- 

to f ee P : fed (VI* 10,11.J If 

thou wilt not rouze up thy felf, O fluggard, but, rouling 
thy felf on thy bed, ridiculoufiy defire thy pains may be (par¬ 
ed, and that thou mayft ftili be fuflered without any diltur- 
bance to enjoy a little more deep, and to lay afide all care 
ol thy bufinds, when thou haft loytered too long already. 


54. So frail thy poverty come, as 34 * Then poverty 

one that traveller !); and thy want come fwiftly 

m an armed man. ( tho ,^ h in , filent and 

unoblerved paces) up¬ 
on thee ; and, before thou ait aware, leave thee as naked, 
as if thou were ftriptbya high-way-man: nay, the molt 
■ extreme want and beggary fliall unavoidably leize on thee, 
Hike an armed man, againtt whom thou canft make no 
refinance. 


The End of the Second Part of the Book 
of PROVERBS. 


THE 
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THE 

THIRD PART 

Of the BOOK of 

PROVERBS. 


CHAP. XXV. 

Argument, 

[a] Here begins the THIRD P ART .of the Book of 
Proverbs ; which are a Collection made by fome belongs 
ing to Hezekiah : and acknowledged here [in the en¬ 
trance of the Book) as well as the former, to be Solomon V. 
Who fpake a great many Proverbs (we reade i King. 
IV. 32.) which no doubt were preserved by his Succef- 
fours in a Book ; if he did not fit them down there him - 
fie If. Out of which Volume , fome good men had fie left ei 
fuel) as they thought mofl ufiefull for the people : and 
befides tbofie in the foregoing Chapters , which had . 
been compiled, either in his own days , or fioon after ; 
the fie alfio which follow , were thought good to be added 
in the days of Hezekiah. Who refloring the fiervice of 
Cod in the Temple to its purity and fiplendour (iChr. 
XXIX. 3, &c. XXX. i, &c. XXXI 4, &C.J. 

took care in all likelyhood for. the better inftruftion 
of the people in piety, to revive the Schools of the 
Prophets alfio : and to prefis them (as be bad done 
the Prielb) to doe their duty faithfully * } in teaching 

S % the 
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the Laws of God, and informing the people in all things 
that might be profitable for them. 

Out of which Schools fome were chofien, it is probable , to 
attend the King himfelf\ who are called his men or fer- 
vants: who out of their great zeal to promote life fill 
* learning, culled out more Proverbs from among that 
great heap of three thoufand (which would have been 
too great a bulk to have been all publijbed, and perhaps 
all of them not concerning manners, or good government) 
and fuchefpecially as they faw would do good to the Prince 
45 well as to the people ; of which nature are thole that 
are put into tbu Co lie cl ion ; many of which belong to the 
right adminifiration of the pnblick affairs . I am not a- 
ble to produce exprefs authority for all this ; but I think 
it maybe fairly con]e tinted from thofe words, 2Chron. 
XXXI. ult. where we reade of the pains Hezekiahfoo#, 
about the Law, and about the Commandments \ as well 
as about the fervice of the houie of God. 

But irho the perjons were, that he employed in tranfcribing 
thefe Proverbs out of the ancient Records, ts more ob- 
fcure. Some of the Hebrews fay, Shebna the Scribe , 
and his Officers or Clerks that were under the principal 
Secretary. Others add Eliakim and Joah (who are 
joy tied together with him im King. XVIII 0- 

thers fanfie them to have been Efaiah f a perfon of great 
quality, near of kin to the King , and very familiar with 
him) together with Holeah and Micah ; who all lived 
in the days of H'V.ekiah, and might poffbly undertake 
this excellent Work. In which they infert fome things, 
which are to be found , in the foregoing parts of this 
Book , in words but little different, as v. 14. of this 
Chapter , and Ch. XX/ 1 . 13, 15”, n. and other places ; 
of which I cannot ft y here to give an account . 

£b ] They begin the Book with a Sentence, which the Lord 
Bacon applies to all the learning and wifdom of Solo¬ 
mon. “ In which, faith he, Solomon challenges nothing 
“ to bimfdf, but onely the honour of the inquijltion, and 

,c invention 
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“ invention of Truth: which it is the glory of God 
“'toconceal, and the glory of a King to find out. 
u As if the Divine Majefty took delight to hide bis 
“ works , to the end to have them found out and cu> if 
“ Kings could not attain a greater honour (or pleafure 
<c or recreation either) than to employ thernfeIves in 
Ci that bufinefs: confidering the great command they 
u have of wits, and mears\ whereby the inveftigation 
H of all things may be eff elded. Thus he L. VI. of the 
Advanc. of Learn. Ch. 61 

Which is a very ingenious glofs\ if we ref err both parts 
of the Sentence to one and the fame matter: tacitely 
admonifting Hezekiah, and in him all jucceeding Kings; 
not to fpend their time in any thing fo much , as in 
fearching after truth ; and indeavouring to underftand 
not onely the fecrets of Government\ but of the Laws 
of God, and of all his Works. that they may not be im - 
pofed upon by falfe colours and deceit full glojfes ; which 
cunning wits are apt to put upon caufes that are brought 
before them ; nay, upon the Book of God it felf 

But if the words be well examined , they will be found to 
fpeak rather of different matters; which God conceals , 
and into which Kings penetrate . By which fome under¬ 
ftand one thing, and fome another: but taking the word 
Elohim to relate to God's Government of the World ; 
that which 1 have fa id in the Paruphrafe , feems to me 
neareft to the bufinefs . And Janfenius his expofttion is 
not forced ; who difcourfs to this purpofe . It is part 
of God's glory that he need fearch into nothing ; be- 
caufe He perfectly knows all things : and yet need net 
declare that He takes notice of every thing j be caufe 
he can doe it when be pleafes) but rather Jeem to dif- 
femble hfs knowledge ; in which he wonderfully de¬ 
clares his patience and long Offering towards us. But 
Kings on Earth muft not herein imitate Him ; for it is 
their honour to jearch diligently and enquire into the 
ft ate of their Kingdom ; and to corrftt prefently what 

S 3 they 
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they find amifs \ left it he out of their power, when it it 
ftrengthned by long cufiom and numerous offenders. But 
efpecialJy in difficult and intricate bufineffes, covered 
with darknefs and obfcurity, perplexed with many 
windings and. turnings, and with crafty and fubtile con¬ 
veyances ; there to Fpy light, and by wifdom and diligence 
to rip up a foul matter, and fearching the caufe to the 
bottom to make a difcovery of all, is a thing moft wor¬ 
thy of a King, and tends highly to his honour. In fhort, 
as it makes for the glory of G&d, that he need en¬ 
quire into nothing, but, when he knows all things, 
yet conceals that knowledge: fo, on the contrary 
fide, it makes for the glory of kings, that when they 
are forced to confefs, that they are ignorant as well 
as other men, of many things; they ’make fuch di¬ 
ligent enquiry, that they difeoverand detect thofe 
things, which others have intangled, and would 
have buried in darknefs. 

To fome fuchpurpofe, all Interpreters expound thefe words , 
fave one : who referrs both parts of the Sentence to Kings 
(underftanding by Elohim, Gods, Judges and Princes) 
in this fence ; wife Kings prelerve the reverence which 
is due to their perfons and place, by concealing care¬ 
fully their own intentions andcounfels; and by find¬ 
ing out the defigns of other men. Thus Maldonates 
which I mention, becaufe it is a great truth, though not 
the fence of the words, but rather the meaning of the 
following verfe, v. 2. 

C c] Which concerns Kings alfo, as fome of thofe that come 
after likewife do (which would incline one to think this 
Part of the Book of Proverbs, was particularly collelied 
for the ufe of Hezekiah) and hath received this glofs 
fi'om the fame great man I named before , the Lord 
Bacon: who gives this as one of the chief reajons, why 
the hearts of Kings are infcrutable, becaufe, “ they be- 
ing at the very top of humane defires, have not, for the 
ce moft part, $vy particular ends propofedto tbemfelves 

“ (non: 
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“ (none at leaft to which they vehemently ami conftantly 
u afpire) by the fite and (liftonce of which ends, we may 
« be directed to take the meafure and fcale of the reft 
“ of their actions: whereas there is no private per Jon, 
a who is not altogether tike a Traveller, that goes in - 
cr tently aiming at fome certain terms pf his journey , 
u where he may ft ay and reft: fi'om whence one may 
ct probably conjecture, what he will doe , or not doe. 

Cl fgr if any tbingconduce to the end at which he aimt y 
a it is likely be will doe it ; but if it crofs his defign, 
u he will not. Therefore he pajfes this judicious obfer - 
u vat ion, upon the whole : t hat Princes are beft inter- 
<c preted by their natures, and private perfons by 
<c their ends. Adv. of Learn. B. VIII. Ch. 2. 

But from hence alfo be obferves (in bis firft Book) that it 
is beft not to be too inqnifitive to penetrate into the hearts 
of Kings : fence we are fo ignorant of the things we fee 
with our eyes every day: which the cuftom of the Levant 
aims at, that makes it an heinous offence to gaze and 
fix their eyes upon Princes: which is barbarous in the 
outward ceremony, but good in the moral: For it 
becomes not Subjects to pry too far into their Princes 
counfels. But it may as well check the ambition , as the 
curhfety of private perfons ; becaufe they can hardly be 
furs of that favour, which they may imagine their Prince 
hath for them : there being fuch depths in their incli¬ 
nations and affeciions as they cannot found. 

But in the next verjes Princes are admonijhed that there 
is no policy like true J'ertue, to fupport their Thrones : 
and that in order to it they Jhould not keep fo much as 
one ill man about tbem.\ who oft-times corrupts the 
whole Court, and difturbs the whole Kingdom. 

[ cl ] And in the next vcrfe he admonishes Subje&s , not 
to be vainly ambitions ; nor bold and forward to thruft 
themfelves into Offices, or into a rank that doth not be¬ 
long to them : but to be mode ft, efpecially in the Prince's 
prefence ; and (according to our Savwrs rule) to be 

S 4 invited 
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invited to honour 1 rather than greedily feek it . And 
whhall he facretly commends to Kings , the care of 
keeping up their ft ate and dignity: not fujjcring every 
body to intrude into their prefence , but giving a check 
to proud , bAJ and fawcy perfons . 

Then follow private inftruliions , not to be too forward to 

' go to Law ; and when we do , to manage Suits fairly , 
without afterftng thofe with whom we contend j and 
without breaking the Laws of Friendjhip : which re¬ 
quire us y not to difcover the fecrets wherewith another 
hath intrufted us, v. 9, ro. 

re] In the eleventh vsrfe I have followed Maimonides 
' bis interpretation of the word Maskijoth; in his Preface 
to his More Nevochim. And it being doubt full, whe¬ 
ther by apples of gold, he mean , apples that look like 
gc!d } or apples made 0? gold ; I have expreffed both . 

ur But 1 mu ft not give a particular account of every 
verfe ; and therefore I fhafl onely add , that I have ta¬ 
ken the meaning of t he 16 and 17 verfes to be , that mo¬ 
deration is good in all things, efpecially in thole that 
pleafe us: As honey doth; which was fiplentiful! in 
'thofe countries {ctiit is in many other) that it wm ordina¬ 
rily found in the woods, and holes of rocks, 0 >c. as may 
be feep in Bochart. L /KC.ri.P.i i.De Sac. Animal. 

Cgl In the 20th ver. I have followed Melanfthon in what 

• heobferves out of Pliny concerning nitre [whofa nature 
is not now well known) that it isexafperated by vinegar 
or lime. But in the latter end of the verfe , 1 have kept 
to our Tranflation, which by leb ra underftands an heart 
ill affected by grief or forrow which he takes literally 
for an evil or wicked heart . And makes this the 
meaning (which fame others have followed that per¬ 
tinacious finners, are made more furious by admoni¬ 
tions. 

In all ancient Tranftations there follows after this verfe, 

* * this Sentence . As a moth in a garment ora worm in 

ttood $ fo is heavinefs in the heart of man. But 

S. Hierom 
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S. Hierom, in the latter end of his Commentaries tip- 
on Efaiah, tells m that it was fub obelo in OrigenV 
JYorks , where he noted all fuperfuom additions , with 
that mark . 

mud not omit neither, that the r%d verfe, will 
admit of a quite contrary fence , to that in our TranflatL 
on ; and is by fomerendred thus; As the north wind 
begetteth rain (for fo it doth in fome Climates) fo a 
backbiting tongue raifeth up anger and indignation, 
(which appear in the count e nance > both of him that be¬ 
lieves the calumny , and of him that is calumniated^ 
when he knows how he is abufedj 
fj] There is no great difficulty in v. 16. But Interpreters 
are divided about this, whether he [peak of a juft 
mans falling intoi in ; or into fome calamity. Melanc- 
thon underjtands the latter, and makes this the fence , 
that even wife mens minds are extremely troubled, 
when they fee the wicked prevail againft the vertu- 
ous: of which he gives a great many examples . But J 
have taken in both\ and have referred it alf) to all 
manner of fufferings, and not refrained it to publick 
injuft ice, as the Lord Bacon doth \ who hath this ex¬ 
cellent obfervation upon the place (Book VIII. Ch. 1. 
Tarab. if.) This P arable teaches us, that States and 
Republicksmuft above all things beware of an un¬ 
juft and infamous Sentence, in any caufe of great 
importanceefpecially where the innocent is not 
abfolved , but he that is not guilty condemned. For 
injuries ravaging among private perfons do indeed 
trouble and pollute the ftreams of Juftice, yet onely 
as in the finaller rivulets; but fuch unjuft judg¬ 
ments, as I mentioned, from which examples are 
derived, infeft and diftain the very fountain of Ju¬ 
ftice. For when the Courts of Juftice fide with In- 
Juftice, the ftate of things is turned, as into a publick 
Robbery ; & Homo bomini ft lupus } and one Man 
preys upon another, 

[If] Wit} 
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[k] With this verfe, de Diea connects the next, v. 17. 
and gives the eafteft account that I find any where, of 
the Hebrew Text: onely tranflating that particle, but; 
which we tranjlate fo; as it is often taken in the Scrip¬ 
ture. And bit fence is this ; 11 Though the juft may be 
u trampled under foot for a while by the wicked , yet 
“ their glory jhall not peri fo : but remain fo frejb and 
tc jiveet , that it fball be a glorious thing to enquire into 
u their glorious actions . So he would have the verfe 
tr&nflatedthts , to eat much honey indeed is not good; 
hut to fearch out their glory [nz.ofjtift men) is glory. 
And if we take the verfe by it felf, then the fence may 
be this , as the Belgick Interpreters tranjlate it{ of whom, 
he, if l miftake not , was one) to eat much honey is 
not good; but to fearch into excellent things is a 
great commendation; and we cannot therein eafily 
offend by excels: which is quite contrary to the Vul¬ 
gar Latin, whofe fence and meaning (though not tfoe 
words) may be defended, even without repeating the 
word not, as we do in our Tranjlation: in this manner : 
As honey, though pleafant to the tafte, oppreffes the 
ftomach, if it be immoderately ufed: (b upon a curi¬ 
ous fearch into things fublime and glorious (tho J they 
be raoft fweet and definable to our undemanding) 
we (hall find our felves overwhelmed with a greater 
glory than we can bear. And fo the latter part of the 
verfe, jhould word for word be thus tranftated : The 
fearch of their glory ( viz. of things as fweet as honey, 
but tranfeending our knowledge) is glory: viz. too 
bright for our weak minds. 

[ l ] The lafi verfe , which in the Hebrew belongs to all 
men , who fe paffions arc unruly, is by the Vulgar reftrant¬ 
ed to him that cannot command bis tongue ; which is 
part of the fence. For as men may go out of a City 
without trails when they will ; jo every thing is blurted 
out by him , even the greateft fecrets ; and by too much 
liberty be disobliges ethers and undoes kimfelf. 

1. THESE 
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i. ’’T’ HESE are alfo proverbs of i. DEfides the fore- 
L Solomon , which the men R oin g leflon? 

of Hezekiah king of Judah copied jentenuouliy ^ddwe: 

0Ht ‘ tliefe alio were col- 

ie&edout of his Works, by fome of the Servants of that 
good King Hczeifiah * who letting himfelf with all his 
heart to reform the people of Judah 3 among other things 
wherein God blefled his endeavours (2 Chron . XXXI. 21.^ 
caufecj thefe Proverbs to be tranferibed out of the ancient 
records, for their fuller inllruction. See Arg [a]. 


2. It is the glory of God to con- 2. The Almighty 

cedi a thing: but the honour of kings Creator and Soye- 

is to [earth out a matter . ^ e, E n °f the world 

J declares his fupere- 

minent Majefty, Authority and Wildom (which cannot 
be ignorant of any thing) and procures to himfelf the 
greateft veneration, by concealing the reafons of bis de¬ 
crees, and of his judgments: But earthly Princes, whole 
knowledge is very imperfeft, doe themfelves the greateft 
honour, when they decree and judge nothing but after the 
drifted fearch and examination; and give the cleared rea- 
fon for their proceedings. See Arg. [i]. 


3. The heaven for height,and the 3. It is as impoffi- 

earth for depth , and the heart of ble for vulgar minds 

kings is unfearchable. P enct ™t e int0 the 

Jecrets of State, and 

underftand the counfels and defigns of wife Princes (and 
the various ways and means whereby they project to efledt 
their ends) as it is to know how far it is from hence to the 
higheft heavens; or how far to the centre of the earth, up¬ 
on which we tread. Sec Arg. [cl m 

4. Take away the i drofs from the 4. As when the 
ftlver , and there Jhall come forth a Finer hath leparat^i 

or the finer. ' *e drofs from the 

nlver, it will become 
fo pliable, that he may cad or werk it into w hat form 
he pleafetho 

5. Take 
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Take away the wicked, from $• So let the Km g 
before the king , ani bis throne fhall n ° t onely remove the 

be e(labashed in rigbteoufnefs. wicked (who are the 

fcum of the Nation) 
from his counfels and company, but punifh them feverely; 
and his people will be eafily moulded to righteoufnefs, pie¬ 
ty and all manner of vertue: which will fettle his King¬ 
dom in peace, and make his Government durable. 

6 , Put not forth thy felf in the 6. And among o- 
prefence of the king, and ft and not ther vertues, learn. 

in the place of great men. |} unr )U^y an ^ mode- 

fty, if thou art a Sub¬ 
ject : though never fo rich: and do not make thy felf taken 
notice of] by too fplendid an appearance at Court; much 
leis by intruding thy felf into the place, where none but the 
great Officers or Nobles ought to come. See Arg. [<?]. 

7. For better it is that it be faid V For it will b& 
unto thee. Come up hither : then much more for thine 

that thou (houldeft be put lower in anc * 

tbe prefect of the prime whom thine ftanding at adift ’ nce , 
eyes have feet. th 0 u arc invited to 

come up higher (whither of thy felf thou durft not prefume 
to go) than to have a check given thee for thy forwardnefs, 
and to be difgracefully thruft out of the prefence ot the 
Prince *, unto whom thou lull adventured to approach 
too near. 


8. Go not forth hafldy to firive , 8.Takefome time 
left thou know not what to do in toconfider well,both 
the end thereof when thy neigh- the goodnefs of thy 

W toi P », fj, 

manage it; before thou bring an a£lion at Law againft thy 
neighbour: left in concluflonthouwifh it had not been be¬ 
gun ; when he puts thee to open fhame, by fhewing thou 
naft impleaded him wrongfully, or for a trifle. 


9. Debate thy caafe with thy 
neig hbo ur hi in felf; a?id dift over 
no: a ftcret to another . 


9. Nay, let me 
advile thee, though 
thy caufe be juft 
good (yet the event 

being 
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being doubtfull) to debate things privately, and if it be 
poflible to make up the difference between your felves ; 
efpecially if it be about a fecret bufinefs, which ought not 
eafily to be divulged: or if it cannot be compofed, yet let 
not hatred or anger provoke thee to difcover other fecrets, 
merely to difgrace thy adverfary, when they appertain not 
to the caufe. 


10. Left he that heareth it put 10. Left not onely 
thee to fliame , and thine injamy every one that hear¬ 
er# not away . ^ > re P r °*; c ^ thee 

for thy perhdioulneft; 

but he be imaged to retort fuch infamous things upon 
thee, as fhall ftick fo clofe, that thou fhalt never be able 
to wipe off the dirt, nor recover thy credit, as long as 
thou lived. 


11. A word fitly fpoken, is like 11. A word of 
apples of gold in pictures of filver. counfel, reproof or 

comfort handfomely 
delivered, in due time, and place, &c. is no left gratefull 
and valuable; than golden balls, or beautifull apples, pre¬ 
fun ted in a filver net-work basket. See Arg. [e]. 


12. As an earring of gold , and 12. A good man 
an ornament of fine gold y lb is a wife will not think himlelf 

reprover upon an obedient ear . reproached, but ra¬ 

ther obliged by a pru¬ 
dent reproof: which meeting with an attentive, conhder- 
ing and patient mind, makes a man receive it fo kindly; 
that he efteems him who beftows it, as much as if he had 
hung a Jewel of gold in his ear, or put the richeft orna¬ 
ment about his neck. 


13. As the cold of fnow in the 13. A trufty met 
time of barvefiSo is a faithful! wef. dnger (or Embaffa- 
fengcr to them that fend him : for ^°V r ^ ^at faithfully 
he rcfr:\heth the foul of his mafters. ^extroufly,, exe- 

to the fatisfaftion of the petfons that lent him ; is as wel¬ 
come, when he returns, as the coldeft drink or air is to the 
Reapers in the time ol harveft: for he revives the Ipiric 
ot his Mafters, who were ready to faint, with fear of ill 
fuccels in his bufinds. 

14. fl bofo 
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14. wbofo boafietb bimfelf of a . 14. He that raifetli 
falfe gift , is like clouds and wind high expectations by 
without rain . promising much,and 

then deceives them 
by performing little or nothing*, leaves him, that depended 
on thefe promiib, as lad as the Cbuntry people are; after 
the clouds have made a great {hew, and the wind a great 
found, but are followed by no fhowers of rain. 

if. By long forbearing is a prince 15. It is not pru- 

per[waded, and a fife tongue break - dent violently to op- 

eth the bone. pofe a Prince in his 

relolutions; who will 
flttoreeafily yield to reafon, if one give way to his heat, and 
patiently expert the fitteft time to reprdent things to him; 
but this mull be done alio with foft and tender language; 
whidh is apt to bow the ftifteft minds, and work upon the 
hardeft hearts. 

1 6. Hajl thou found honey ? eat 16 . All pleafurcs 

fo much as is fitjficient for thee y left Should be uled like 

thou be filled therewith and vomit honey > whjch, when 
J it oners it lelr, eat as 

; " much as fufhees thee 

for thy refrefhment, not as much as thou defireft: for as 

moderately taken it ftrengchens the body, and prolongs life; 

lb too much of it difturbs the ftomach, and turns the plea- 

lure into pain and torment. See Arg, [/]. 

17. Withdraw thy foot fi-om thy 17 • Which is whol- 

tieighbours boufe: left he be weary of f° me adviee, even in 

thee and fo bate thee. thc fWPf™ of a 

* good Neighbour, or 

Iuiend (thetweeted tiling in tlie worlds do not upon every 

light oecafion interrupt his weightier aflairs: left having too 

much of thy company, it grow not onely troublelbmc 

but loathfome to him \ and his love turn into hatred cf 

thee. 

18. A man that beareth falfe 18. There is no- 

rrit/Jefs againfl his neighbour , is a thing more pernici- 

?/unL and a I word, ami a Iharp ar- ous . t h art him, _ that, 
r „V, ' * makes noconiciwnrr 

of bearing Me wit 

rH : ? 
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nels againft his neighbour: whofe tongue alone ferves him 
inftead of a maul to beat down a man’s fame, or break in 

E ieces his eftate ; nay, inftead of a fword, to take away 
is life; and of a fharp arrow, to dertroy him not onely 
when he is near, but much more when he is afar oft) not 
able to anfwer for himeflf 


19. Confidence in an unfaithfull 19. As a broken 

man in time of trouble is like a bro - fo°th or leg out ot 
ken tooth , and afoot out of joynt. l°y nt i not onely tails 

comes to ufe them, but likewife puts him into pain; fo 
doth a faithlefs perfon lerve them that depend upon him, 
tvhen they have the greateft need of his help: and fuch ah 
lo is the confidence that a faithlefs perfon himlelf places in 
riches, or craft, or great friends, &c . which lome time or 
other will dilappoint him to his great grief) whea he ex¬ 
perts the moft from them. 


20* As he that taketb away agar - 
vtent in cold weather , and as vine¬ 
gar upon nitre : lb is he that fingeth 
fongs to an heavy heart . 

him in fhaip weather, or to pour vinegar upon nitre : for 
as the one increafeth his fenfe of cold, and the other irri¬ 
tates the nitre: fo fuch unfeafonable mirth makes a lad 
man’s heart, far more heavy and forrowfull than it was 
before. See Arg. [_g]. 


20. It is as impro¬ 
per to fing pleaiant 
longs to a man full of 
grief) as to take away 
his garment from 


11. If thine enemy be hungry , 21. If he that hates 

give him bread to eat: and if he be th® 6 hungry or 

thirfty give him water to drink: thirfty, or wants any 

other neceflaries, take 

that opportunity to exprefs thy kindne/s to him ; byfuc- . 
couring him in his need, and thereby preferving him from 
perifliing. 

22. For thou (halt loeap coals of 22. For if he have 
fin upon his head , and the LORD leaft lpark of 
)hdll reward thee . goodnefs in him, it 

will work a change in 
his mind ; and make him throw oft all his enmities: or if 
it have the contrary effect, he fhall have fo much the (brer 

piuiifliment 
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punifliment; and thou fhalt not lofe thy reward, which 
the Lord himfelf will give thee. 


2 3. The north-wind, drivethaway 23. As the jfharp- 
rain : fo doth an angry countenance nefs of the North 
a backbiting tongue, wind fcatters clouds, 

and drives away rain ; 
fo a fevere countenance, full of indignation againft him 
that traduces his neighbour fecretly, not onely gives a 
check, but puts a.ftop to his (landerous tongue; which 
would not tell fuch lyes, if they were not greedily received 
See Arg. [k\ 

24. It is better to dwell in a corner 24. It is more de- 

of the houfe-top, than with a braw- finable fas was faid 

ling woman and in a wide houfe, before XXI. 9.) to 

dwell poorly, incon¬ 
veniently, and alone in the open air, expofed to all the in¬ 
juries of the weather; nay, to be coopt up in a little corner 
on the houle top ; than to have a fpacious habitation and 
numerous family, governed by a contentious, brawling 
wife: whofe perpetual lcoldings within doors, upon all oc- 
cafions, is far worfe than thtf thunder, lightning and blu- 
ftering winds, which may moleft him without. 


iy. As cold waters to a tbirjiy 25 ,'Good andcer- 
foul: fo is good news from a far tain news, efpecially 

country. &? m a far 

ffrom whence it is 

hard to have any true intelligence) is as gratefiill to him, 
that longed to hear of his Friends there, as cool water 
is to a tliirfty Traveller; efpecially when he meets with 
it in remote and uninhabited places, where he did not ex¬ 
pert it. 


26. A righteous man falling 
down before tlx wicked , is as a 
troubled fountain , and a corrupt 

fprfog. 


2 6. A frilly religi¬ 
ous, juft and charita¬ 
ble man, is fuch a 
blefting unto all a- 
bout him, that they 


fuffer no lels when he is oppreffed fand thrown out of au¬ 
thority) by the violence or craft of: wicked men, or W'hen he 
ciifgraces himlclf by any foul fm, or lofes his courage and 

dare not oppofe impietv ; chan they do, when dirt and filth is 

call 
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taft into a publick Fountain 5 or a fpring is flopped up, or 
corrupted and made ufelefs. See Arg. [f]. 


17. It is not good to eat much 27. Honey is very 
honey : fo for men to fearch their pleafant to the tafte; 

own glory , is notary- fas was faid before 

w 1 6.) is fo far from being wholfome, that it is burtfull: 
and in like rpanner to hunt greedily after honour apd glory, 
of which men are very defirous, proves at laft not honou¬ 
rable, but reproachful! to them. See Arg. [IQ. 


28. He that hath no rule over 28. He that can- 

his own [pirn, is like a city that is «* govern his pafli- 

hroken down , and without walls. ons » aperaUy his an- 

ger, but fullers them 

fo break out upon all occafions, lies open to innmerable 

mifchiefs j like a City unwalled, or whofe fortifications are 

decayed; which is expofed to the rapine of every enemy4 

See Arg. [/]• 


CHAP. XXVI. 

ARGUMENT. 

fa] This Chapter begins with a tacit admonition unto 
Kings (for whofe ufe principally this laft Part of the 
Book of Proverbs was collected , as 1 rioted in the begin¬ 
ning of the foregoing Chapter) to be very care full indif- 
poftng preferments onely to worthy perfons. For bad 
men are made worfe by them ; and they doe as much hurt 
to others , by the abufe of their power to the difeouraging 
of vertue , and promoting vice , as fnow or hail doth to 
the fruits of the earth , when they are ripe and ready 
to be gathered. So that we may make this Aphorifm out 
of Solomon s words , that the blending of fummer 
and winter, Would not caufe a greater diforder in the 
natural World, than the difpofal of honour to bad 

T. men 
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men (and confequently throwing contempt upon the 
good) doth in the world moral: where wicked men 
wlhn they are in power , if they can doe no more , will 
at leap pronounce Anathema’; againft thofe that do not 
aeferve it. 

£bl So the Hebrews underpand the next verfe ; which I 
have extended, further : and tr(inflated alfo thofe two 
words zippor and deror, a fparrow and a wild pigeon 
(fee LXXXIIS. Pflil. 3. 1 For deror ftgyify nghereapar¬ 
ticular bird ; in all likely hard zipper doth fo too: and 
then all agree it flgnifes a fparrow, as the other (Bo- 
chart. hath proved) doth {not a fwallow but) a ring¬ 
dove, or turtle, or fome of that kind ; which are famous 
for fwiftnefs and ftrength of fight. And the meaning of 
this verfe is, that curies which fly out of mens mouths 
caufelefly, fhall no . mofe alight/where they would 
have them; than a fparrow which wanders uncertain* 
ly,or a dove that files away fwiftly, will fettle ac¬ 
cording to their diredion : or thus , fuch curfes fly as 
fwifily as thofe birds (whofe property it is to wander 
and fly up and down) over the head of him again!! 
whom they are di reded ; and never touch him. 

Melandhon by curies in this place under ft an ds calumnies; 
of which the world is tco full: which (hall not reft upon 
a good man long, before they be confuted . But he him - 
jo If is forced to confefs, that jb mutinies they doe great 
mijchitf fjft\ and inftances /V/Jofeph, Palamedes, A- 
rijtides, Theamcnes and Socrates; nho loft his life by 
this means. After which, he obfirves, the Tragedy of 
Palamedcs being a clod (in which the Poet bewailed the 
death of the heft of the Greeks, who fung like a fweet 
nightingale, but hurt no man ' the Citizens expelled the 
mttftrs of Socrates out of Athens. But this doth not 
fo xvell agree with the Hebrew word ; which ftgniftes fuch 
evil fpeaking, as amounts to a curie .* which the H ite 
wan faith jhall not, reft upon a man'when it is canfelefs, 
hut .fly away tike a bird that jetties'm where till it 

comes 
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comes to its proper place: As the curie returns JUfiny 
times, and fettles upon hinj that made it, when it 
lights not on .him that was curfed; which fenie, {one 
reading of the Hebrew words expreffes plainly enough : 
and therefore 1 have not omitted it. 

[c] After which obfervations , there follows another to 
jhew, that a lead fool fhould rather be fent to a houfe 
in correBion, than have any preferment , v. 3. No¬ 
thing left will cure him, as it follows v. 4,5. where he 
admontfhes ns y how vain it is to hold any if fourfe with 
him i any further thanmerely to few that he is a fool\ 
and if it be pojfibk to confute (not what he fays , but) 
the vain opinion he hath conceived of himfelf. Saint 
Cyprian hath given a good account of thefe two verfes, 
in the beginning of his Letter to Demetrian ; who ha¬ 
ving babied a long time againft Cbriftianity , l.fte a mad 
man, with loud clamours onely and no fence, the good 
Father thought fit to anfwer him with neglect, and 0- 
vercome rage with patience -, thinking it to no more pur - 
pife to go about to reprefs an irreligious man with Re - 
fig ion, or refrain a mad man with meeknefs, than to 
offer light to the blind , or [peak to the deaf.\ or reafon 
with a brute. But when Demetrian at laft offered 
ffomcthing that lookt like an Argument, St. Cyprian 
could not any longer keep ftience ; left his modefty jhould 
be thought diftruft of his caufe ; and whilft he difdain- 
ed to refute falje criminations, he jhould feern to ac¬ 
knowledge the crime. 

Mela n' 5 th on wholly refers both verfes to reproaches and 
calumnies : which be fiews it is fit, either utterly to 
neglect or to confute hi a few words. 

f dj Then the Wife man proceeds to jhew, that fuch a fool 
is very unfit to be fo much as fent on a meffage: which 
he will neither deliver right , nor return a good anfwer. 
The firft feems to be expreffed /^cutting off the legs ; 
as much /u to fay, a bufinefs committed to fuch a per- 
fon, will no more proceed , than a man can go, without 

T %' legs ?' 
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legs: the latter by drinking in injury ; as much as to 
fay, inftead of having fat is faction in what he defires , 
he mufi be content to fw allow abundance of affronts and 
ill dealing. 

[e] After this follow fever al other obfervat ions about Fools; 
in fome of which, there are words of no fmall difficulty : 
which I cannot here particularly explain , as fome may 
defire , becaufe it would take v.p too much room. But I 
have expreffed the fence of them as well as I could, in the 
Parapbrafe . As for example, the word Dalju v. 7. fig- 
nifying fomething of elevation or lifting up, I have ex¬ 
plained dancing; than which nothing is more unfutable 
to a lame man : as fpeeches full of reafon in themfelves, 
are mofi abfurd , when witlefiy applied by a fool. 

f f 3 And the word Margeraa, in the Sthverfe, which is 
very varioufly tranfiated by Interpreters, I have expref¬ 
fed in two fences of it: but look upon it as fuperfluous to 
trouble the Reader with what learned men (fitch asSca- 
liger and Selden, &c.) have written concerning the 
heaps of ft ones in the high-way , into which fuperftitious 
people were wont to caft one as they paffed by, in honour 
of Mercury, &c. For I do not think this cuftom was 
as old as Solomon’* time. Nor is it neceffary to un¬ 
der ft and fitch a heap of ftones, as covered the dead bodies 
of thofe who were floned to death : but in general any 
heap of pebles ; or elfe a fling, as the Chaldee and tbs 
LXX. whom we follow, expound it. 

Lg] And v. 10. the firjl word rab, great, may be applied 
either to God , or to a Prince : and that either good or 
had. All which 1 have taken notice of; and expreffed 
the different fences wherein the word cholalti is ufed. 
But there is one fignifeat ion more of the wordrdb,which 
the "Lutherans generally follow (which I think fit to men¬ 
tion here , becanje I have not touched on it in the Para - 
phrafe , and it makes no' improper fence of the place) who 
take it for a Matter in any fort of Art or Learning ; 
and expound it thm: A matter in his art fornis all 

things 



Chap. XXVI. the PROVERBS. 277 

things excellently well : but he that hires a fool (or 
a bungler, as we [peak) gives his money to have his 
work fpoiled. 7 but Melantflhon ; who takes it to be an 
Admonition belonging to prudence in the choice of ft per- 
font for every bufinefs ; not believing thofe that crack 
and brag what they are able to doe } &c. ex. gr. plurimi 
funt impoftores,qui volunt videri medici: plurimi in- 
do Cti concionatores, qui adulantur vulgo aut potentio- 
ribus. And he heaps up many excellent fayings to this 
purpofe, that men fliould meddle onely with that which 
they underftand : concluding with this Admonition to 
the people, which they jhould always remember ; Igno¬ 
rance makes men impudent. And thus Caftalio 
took the word rab ; but to this fence , A wife man 
does his bufinefs himfelf; and hot by fools, who 
naarr it all. 

Among other examples of the wife man's obfervati- 
ohv. 11. Melanfthon mentions this ; which is not com¬ 
monly noted. The Sodomites being divinely delivered by 
the help of Abraham, who overthrew the Army that 
had fpoiled them, and recovered the fpoil\ forgetting 
their former punifiment and marvellous deliverance , 
ran furioufy into more foul fins, wherein they utterly 
perijhed, by a mofi terrible vengeance. 

£ i J Then follow, after one obfervation concerning a con - 
ceited fellow, feveral obfervations about Sloth : fome of 
which had been noted before in the foregoing parts of 
this Book, but arc here put together by the men of He- 
zekiah in fome order ; and with fome additions . For 
here feern to be three degrees of Jlotb reprefented . The 
firft, when a man is loth to ftir out of doors , about bis 
bufinefs in the field, v. 13. the fecond, when be is loth 
fo much as to leave his bed, v. 14. and the third and 
brgbeft, when he will fcarce put his hand to bis mouth, 
v. 15. by which hyperbolical exprefiion he mofi admi¬ 
rably fets forth the incredible lazinefs of fome men ; 
which increafes upon them continually, if they will not 

T 3 fiakr 
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jhih it off. And yet fo prefumptnows (be obferves 
v. 16.) they are withalf that they laugh at thofe y who 
take a gr 'eap deal of pains to be wife : and fatijie them- 
fefvfts milch w ifer, becaufe , without any pains y they can 
find fault fame time in other mens Works:, Nay , this ve¬ 
ry thing perbapf tWy think a' piece of folly, to fiudy 
fjard y # imagining it to 4 be the gredtefi wifdom , to enjoy 
their eafe and reap the benefit of other mens labours. 

After which follows an Admonition againfi rajh intermed¬ 
dling in other mehi affairs ; againfi backbiters , and difi 
femVters .; efpecid'ly filth as are maliciowy and cover the 
mnliginty of their miridf under fair Jhews of love , or 
[ perhaps t of Friend ftp. ' Pi fever a l of which verfes the 
' tpordg fa/e .capable, of more fences than one \ which l 
have' endeavoured to knit _together in the Paraphrafe . 


An example of which [wight give particularly , in v. 2 4. 
Where the word jinnaker may be rendrei either he pre¬ 
tends-tp be'what h l £ is not, or he is known to be 
;.w%tLHe Is. 

mMi what Solomon fays in the next verfe concerning 
. hirffhaf ffattefethtfferfor, fime extend to all wicked 
. men ; * nine of which age to be trufted: but , at one of cur 
own Writers advifisj though a wicked man have done 
H thee feven courtefies, and promife fair for the eighth; 
■f yet^b;not trull ftiiti: for there are feven abomiria- 
.. t^QHS in'hishcart.' A h id though thou mayft thinkthou 
\ djaft '^lpe'Hank upon Mtn, do not depend upon it; 
'/or.He- can unfctfet/bimfelf' from them all, as Samfon 
.‘iroip^h kjgrhcri xVitH^ and’cords, therewith the Phi- 
.jiftjges’Vbuhd him, unreft'God migtitily reftrain him. 

0} ^ thing more ; that the laft verfe 
* ’ p tcapfif^cf ihisjencf: nd+icb 1 have impart touched: 


. detects his fal»hood: v ik nobehqt/eprertended 
. ^ulfbmV.flaftCiies’’will alftitate frohi mim the i 

'] 7 k 
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1. AS foow in fummer 7 < and 
L as rain /» barveji ; fo bo- 


1 , 


AS (now or rain 
^ are fo unlea- 

nour is notfemlyfor a fool. K'gJt 

hurt in fummer time, when the fruits of the earth are rea¬ 
dy to be gathered: lb is dignity and authority very ill 
placed in the hands of a fool or wicked man ; who knows 
not how to ufe it, but will doe milchief both to hunteif 
and others with it, See Arg. [aj» 


2, Thoueh men 
are too prone in their 
paffion to wifh evil 
to ethers, or by mi- 


2. As the bird by wandring, as 
the fo allow by flyings fo the cwrfe 
caiiftlefs jhall not come . 

ftake to pronounce folemn curies againft them 1 ; yet there 
is no reafcn to fear fuch rafh imprecations or unjuft 
cenf'ures: for they fhall doe no harm (unlels it be to 
him that makes them ) but pafs by the innocent like a 
Iparrow, that wanders no body knows whither; or a wild 
dove , than which few birds flie away more (wiftiy. 
See Arg. [£]. 

3. A whip for the horfe , a bridle 3* A horfe chat 

for the afs y and a rod for the fool's will not II n without 

a whip, and an afs 
that will not go 
without a goad, or will go onely his own way, without a 
bridle to turn about his ftiirF neck; are fit emblems of a 
fenielefs fct: who muft be treated like a beaft, and by 
fmart punifhraents be excited unto his duty, to which he 
hath no lift ; and check’d from running into that evil, to 
which he is inclined. 

4. Anfwer not a fool according 4. For words will 

to his folly , left thoHalfo be like un- n 9 t reclaim a wicked 
to him . , fooL; with whom if 

thou haft occafion to 
contend, oblerve thefe two Rules: Anlwer him not at all, 
becaufe it is to no purpoie ; at leaft, not in his own way, 
with bawling, railing and reproaches, which is to be as 
very a fool as bimfclt See Arg. [>]. 


j, Anfiver 
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c. Anfwer a fool according to t But if he grow 
bis folly, left be be wife in bis own jnfolent by thy fi- 

conceit en( *> fanf y in & 

he is unanlwerable > 

then fay fo much onely as may ferve to take down his pre- 
iiimption, and make it appear that he is a fool: for no¬ 
thing is more dangerous, than to let him go away with au 
high opinion of his own abilities. 


6 . He that fendetb a me f age by 6< He that fends a 

the band of a fool , cutteth of the witlefs man, or one 

feet, and drinketb damage . ^ c , nothing 

J 1 ° but his pleafure, to 

treat about his bufinefs; fhall be fure not onely to mifcar- 

ry in it, but to fuffer exceeding great damage by his ill 

management. See Axg. [d], 

7. The legs of the lame are not j. A wife faying 
equal: fo is a parable in the mouth as becomes a fool, 

of fools. as d ? nc,n S dotha 

J J creeple: tor as his 

lamenefs never to much appears, as when he would leem 

nimble ; to the others folly is never fo ridiculous, as when 

he would teem wife. See Arg. [ e ]. 


8. As be that bindetb a ftone in 
a fling: fo is be that givetb ho¬ 
nour to a fool. 


8. As a ftone put 
into a fling, ftays 
not long there, fo is 
that honour thrown 
away which is bellowed upon a fool: who not knowing 
how to ufe his authority (unlefs it be to doe mifchief, even 
to him that conferred it on him) it is as ill placed in his 
hands, as a diamond when it is call into a heap of common 
ftonfcs. See Arg. if]. 


9. As a thorn goetb up into the 9• ft > s ^ dange- 
bani of a drunkard, fo is a pa - rous f° r a f°°l to 
ruble in the mouth of fools. raeddle ™ th a J Pro * 

kard to handle a thorn; wherewith he hurts himlelf: but 
the fharpeft faying, no more touches a fool with any 
compunction, though fpoken by his own mouth; than 
the drunkard feels the thorn, when it runs into his hand, 
and gives him a grievous wound. 

. < 10 . The 
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io The treat God that formed io. The great God, 

all things, loth rewar deth f he fool, who ^ 

qually ; difpenfing, for inftance, his puniihraents fuitable 
to mens fins, whether out of ignorance* or of wilfiill wick- 
ednefs; whom a good Prince imitates > but a bad proves 
an univerfal grievance, by employing either fools or pro- 
phane per/ons in his fervice; lyno vex the reft of his fub- 
jefts. See Arg. [g ]. 

il. As a dog returnetb to his ir. As a dog when 

vomit ; fo a fool returnetb to*' bis he hath vomited up 
f jl the meat which made 

* him fick, is no fooner 

well but he returns to it and eats it up again j forgetting 
how ill it agreed with him : fo an imprudent perfon com¬ 
mits the fame error over again, for which he formerly 
fmarted; and a lewd finner fhamelefiy and greedily re¬ 
peats the crimes, of which he hath repented as grievous and 
hurtfull to him. See Arg. [A]. 

12. Such a fottifh 
perfon is hardly cu¬ 
rable; and yet if he 
be not altogether in- 
fenfible of his folly, nor refule admonition; there is more 
hope of his amendment, than of his who takes himfelf to 
be fo wife and vertuous, that he defpifes his betters, and 
thinks he is above inftru&ion. 

ij. The flotkfull man faith , 13. He that hath 

There is a lion in the way, a lion is n0 ni * n d t0 labour, 

in the ftreets. neve I w * nts . preten¬ 

ces for his ldlenefs: 
for his fancy reprefents fuch terrible and infuperable difficul¬ 
ties to him, asfeldom happen; and frights him with a vain 
conceit of them, when he might foon latisfie himfelf, there 
are none at all. See Arg. [ i ]. See XX 1 1.13 . 


1 x. See(l thou a man wife in his 
own conceit ? there is more hope of a 
fool than of him . 


14. As the door turneth upon hx 14. As a door turns 

hinges, fo doth the flotbfull upon t0 and fro upon its 
fruited. hinges, but never 

flirs from hence; 

lo 
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fo is a (laggard fixed to his bed ; where, he turns from oiu* 
fide to the other (and is uneafie even in his (loth) but frill 
remains in his idle polture. 

15. The [lothfull bidetb his hand 15. All thing* 

in his bofom , it rri&vexh him to ^ eem hard to (uch 
bring it again to )jas mouth. ? ? az ^ wr 5 - rc i ) 

fwade him to pull his hand from under his arm: but even 
this appears like a tirefome bufinefr, though it be onely to 
put his meat into his mouth. See XIX. 24* 

16. The flug^ard is wtfer in his 16. Yet one oft he 1^ 

own conceit^ than [even rnen that ' companions, 

can render a reafon . whofe wit ierves him 

onely to prate, and 
carp at mens honed labour^; takes hitnlelf to be much \vi- 
ter than a great many able perfons, who can give a (aristi- 
ftory account of any thing that ispropofed to them. 

17. He thatpafftth by and m&d- 17* As he that 

dleth with ftrife belonging not to takes an angry dog 
him, is like one that taketb a dog by the eais, is m dan- 

... &£'■, 
let him go: fo herhatturioully ingages in other mens quar¬ 
rels, whom he lights upon by chance, and in which he is 
not concerned, fhall hardly elcape the dilpleafure of one 
or both of them, which ioever part he rakes, or if he take 
neither. 

18. As a mad man who cajleth 18* As he that 

firebrands , arrows , arid death: throws flames, darts, 

or other deadly orde- 
ftruclive thing, and hides his malice by feigning himlelt 
mad; is far more dangerous than he that is mad indeed: 

19. So is the man that deceiveth 19* So he is worfi; 

his neighbour , and [aith y Am not than an °P en enemy, 
Jin (ion ? who cunningly abu- 

Jy ' ies his neighboured 

under a fair fhew puts foul cheats upon him; and then asks 
him, Why he relents it fo heinoufly ? for he was onely in 
jeft; and intended merely to try how he would take ir. 

20. JVho \ 
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20. Where no wood is, there the 20. Look upon 
fire zoeth out: fo where there’US rut Hi® 1 ® an incendiary, 

w. m - «**■ agstsi 

andexpdl him from die family which he hath difturbed by 
backbiting: for as the fire will goout, if you takeaway the 
wood that feeds it; fb will quarrels and contentions 
ceafe r when he is thrull out of doors that blows up th» 
flame. 

1 r. As coals vltz to burning coals, 21. Avoid'alio an 

and wood to fire : fo is a contention# jngjjy mar W who is 

man to kindle flrife . * wrc *' Pjf 3 *?’ aT1 ^ 

J J apt to find fault with 

every thing: for provoking language as quickly pafles into 

quarrels, as dead coals do into burning, or wood into fire^ 

when they are laid upon them. 

2‘i. The words of a tale-bearer 22^ But there is 

are at wounds , and they go down into never need of greater 

the innermoft parts of the belly . caution, than when 

J 1 J a whilperer makes a 

ihew of harmlefs intentions, and of love and kindnels^ 
when lie traduces others; nay foemB perhaps to doe it ve¬ 
ry unwillingly, and with great grief of (heart; and not witH^ 
out'excufo alio, fon theperfona whom he backbites: for his 
words are (tabs, which give them the moll deadly wounds; 
and fink deep into the minds of thofe that hear them. See 
XV 11 L 8. 

*3. Burning lipty and a wicked 23. Ill and angry 
hearty are like a potiherd covered language fuites as 
with fiver drofs . 15 

piece of a broken pot: and he that ftudics to hide Iois hatred 
under mod affedtionace words* will ascertainly.be detected 
and vilified; as a potiherd that makes a fair fliew at a dillance - 
when it is covered merely with the feum of lilver. 


14. He that hateth y diffembleth 24. And yet there 
with his lips, and layeth up deceit » nothing more i;!u- 
Within him. ?’> than tor him mat 

hates thee, to coun¬ 
terfeit the greateft kindnels to thee; when he mean? 

thereby 
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thereby onely the more eafily and fecurely to deceive and 
undoe thee: though let him ftudy never fb much to dif 
guile his inward rancour, he commonly lets fall fome word 
or other, whereby it may be dilcovered; nay, it may be 
known fometime by his extraordinary expreflions of Friend- 
fhip, beyond all reafon and meafure. 

25. When he fpeakethfair 7 be- 25. And thou wilt 
lieve him not: for there are [even the more certainly 

abominations in h/s heart . ^j5 0v ^a 

obferveft this Rule, 

not to be too credulous; no, not when he gives thee the 
landed words, and befeeches thee to believe him: but to 
remember, that if hatred dill remain in his heart; it will fug¬ 
ged to him the mod detedable defigns againd thee, and 
that without number. See Arg. [ 0 . 

26. Whofe hatred is covered by 26. And it were 
deceit , bis mckednefs fha/l be jhewed well, if fuch a man 

before the whole congregation. would think, that it 
J 00 is hard for him to car¬ 

ry on his malicious defigns fo craftily, but, though a pri¬ 
vate perfon may not be able to find out his wickednefs, yet, 
when he comes to be examined by the publick Council, 
fbme or other will difcover it: and then that diflembled 
hatred, which he thought to have hid in lecrefie, will be 
openly expofed to the view of all the world. 

27. Wbofo diggeth a pit , fhall % 27. For by the 

fall therein: and he that roxvleth a righteous judgment 

(tone, it will return upon him.' otGod (as hath been 
J 5 r anciently obferved 

VII. Pfal. 15. IX. isOthe wicked are not onely difappointed 

in their defigns, but involve themfelves in that mifchief, 

which they intended to doe to others: judlike a man that 

falls into a pit, digged with his own hands; or that iscrufh- 

ed in pieces by a done, which returns upon him, as herowls 

it up a deep place for the oppreffion of another. 

28. A lying tongue hateth thofe 28. A forger of fa/- 
that are afflicted by it , and a flat - Aiood is not content 

tering mouth 1 vorketh mine. [? unc | oe others by 

his calumnies, but 
his guilt makes him hate thofe men above all others ; unlei > 
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it be him that confutes hisftlftiood and proves him a lyar: 
whom he cannot endure, becaufe he difables him from doing 
any farther milchiefunto others; which is the defign of all 
his glofing and flattering words, which prove at laft the ru- 
ine of himfelf. See Arg. [ /]. 


CHAP. XXVII. 
ARGUMENT. 

fa] This Chapter begins with a moft ufefuH Admonition] 
of the inconftancy and uncertainty of all things here be¬ 
low : like to which there are a great many in other 
Authors y which feveral Writers have collected (but I 
jhall not trouble the Readers with all) particularly Me- 
lanfthon.* who obferves that the Wife man here teaches 
m modefty; and prohibits tbefe two great vices : 
confidence in our (elves, or any thing we have ; and 
ralh undertaking unneceflary things, out of a foolijh 
hope they will fucceedaccording to our defires . Wile and 
good men (hould onely meddle within the bounds of 
their calling; and depend alio on God for his blef- 
fing : but not attempt things without juft caufe , pre¬ 
fuming they can carry them cu they pleafe. Tim Peri¬ 
cles, fays he, made an unnecejfary War , for a (leight 
reafon\ which many then judged ought to have been neg- 
Idled: and Alcibiades in like manner paffed over into 
Sicily : and Hannibal made war upon the Romans : and 
Pompey would needs try bis fortune (as they called it) 
in War, when he might have kept peace, upon boneft 
conditions . All thefe were deftructive to their Coun¬ 
tries, and the Proverb was verified in them Udmot 
\oyll(ovlcu Ji ZfoSvwo;, Vain men devife vain 
things, accordingas their defires lead them. 


Cb] And 
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[b] And there is nothing more foolifh than the vanity </ 
praifing themselves ; which follows in the next verfa 
( v. .2 J and is. noted by all Authors ; who have many 
Jharp fdyings about it, which I alfo pdfs over. But jhall 
take notice (becaufe it is ftiil more ufefull) what the 
fame good man Melandthon obferves upon the third 
verfa \ that fools and unskilfull people are more apt to 
be angry than others: becaufe they confider not the in¬ 
firmity of mankind ,. mid that there are many errors of 
others which ought to be born withal /, and cured after a 
gentle manner: whence that true faying Imperito nun- 
quam quicquam injufttus fcfl:. But asgoodnefs is mojl 
eminent in God ; who himfeif bears with many evils in w, 
and commands us to forgive and it (hall be forgiven us : 
fo wife men bend their minds to gooduefs and lenity ; 
stemmbring the common infirmities of all men, their 
own as well as others. Nor can there be a more lively 
picture of the implacable J fir it of a foof than that which 
our Saviour himfeif hath drawn in the Gofpel ; of a cru- 
.el Servant , who when be had been forgiven fixty tonne 
of Gold by his Aidfter , would not forgive bis fellow - 
fervd/it an hundred pence, Matth. XVIIL Tins Sen¬ 
tence Solomon therefore , faith he , admotiifhes us to 
mold the empany of fools , qui neque cognofcere nc- 
que ignofeere norun t; as well as to be fo wife our felves 
as to moderate our pjffiws, and to be mind full of hu- 
rimne weaknffs. For nihil magnum quod non eft pla- 
cidun), ^Seneca [peaks: hke .unto which be adds o- 
ther fayivgs out of Homer and Pliny. 

£c] In the next verfe but one fame think the Wife man 
fpeaks of filch Friends as.are too. tender and delicate ; 
,02 id t for ; fear of offending others , have not the courage to 
teJL them, of their error s: whom the great Lord Bacon 
follows ; and-thinks. Solomon preferrs an open Enemy 
before fuch a Friend: which I do not take to be the 
meaning ; but jhall here fat down his excellent obfervati- 
en upon thefewords ( Advv of Learn. Bock FIlLCb. i. 

Far fa. 
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Pariib. 29 ) “ The Varable, faith he, reprehends the 
“ jojt nature of fuch Friends as will not ufe the privi - 
11 lege which Friendjhip gives them , in admonifhing 
u their friends with freedom and confidence, as well of 
“ their errors as of their dangers. For what fliall I 
“ doe? fays fuch a tender-hearted Friend, or which 
“ way fliall I turn my felf? I love him as dearly as 
“ any man can do another - and if any misfortune 
“ fliould befall him, I could willingly pawn my own 
u perfon for his redemption. But I know his dit 
i€ pofition; if I deal freely with him, I fliall offend 
,c him; at lead‘make him fad: and yet doe him no 
“ good. And I fliall fooner eftrange him from my 
cc Friendfhip, than reclaim him from tfcofe courfes, 
“ upon which his mind is refolved: Such a Friend 
u as this, Solomon here reprehends as weak and worth- 
* lefs, and fays that a man may reap more profit from a 
“ rnanifeft Enemy, than from fuch an effeminate briend. 
“ For he may perhaps hear that by way of reproach from 
u an Enemy, which, through too much indulgence, was 
“ but faintly wbifpered by a Friend . 

[ d 3 Undone great reafon why men are loth to tell others 
of their faults, is becaufe they are wont to take it her - 
non fly. If men were mere willing to receive reproof, others 
would more faithfully give it: of which the Wife man 
therefore admonifhes us,v. 6. where the word Nataroth 
;/ fo difficult that it admits various interpretations: 
fame of which I have expreffed in the Parapbrafe. And 
made v. 7, a caution again ft the immoderate enjoyment of 
pleaj'ures: which commend themfeIves to us, by their 
rarer ufe. As the next, v. 8. is a caution againft un- 
jettlednefs of mind, and difoment with our prefent 
condition ; which not onely fpoils all our pleafutes, but , 
often carries men reftlejsly to their mine: wisere Me- 
hnQhon fuggefts this ujefull Meditation, that there is 
, no condition 0) life, no funUion, without its cares , trou¬ 
bles and dangers ; which makes men fcon weary of it: 

according 
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according to the ayicient faying , Optat ephippia bos pi- 
ger, optat arare caballus. But the w ife man would 
have us under ft and, that nothing is more dangerous than 
this ; and therefore to take care , left tired and broken 
with difgufts , xve lightly defart that kind of life , to 
which we are rightly called. All the ancient wifdorn 
hath obfarved , that fuel) defultory humours never 
thrive: about which they have many Proverbs , with 
which 1 Jhall not fill thefe Papers . 

£ e] After this follow fame advices about Priend(l)ip } jui 
other things ; which have been noted before , in the fore¬ 
going parts of this Book. And then he feems v. 14. to 
lay open the guifa of Flatterers , who hope to curry fa¬ 
vour with their Benefactors , by extolling their bounty 
with extravagant praifes. So I have expounded that verfi , 
not merely of thofe that praife others , but praifa them 
for their kindnefs to themfelves : as the word Barak pro¬ 
perly imports . The intention of which is onely to get 
ft ill more from them : which is commonly the end of all 
thofe, that praife others immoderately , for their rare 
qualities ana perfections ; hoping thereby to make the m 
extraordinary kind to them y above all other men. Thus 
the Lord Bacon hath obfarved about this matter .* who fa 
glofs upon thefe words is this ( in the forenamed place } 
Parable 33.) “ Moderate and feafanable praifes y ut- 

“ tered upon occafton y conduce both to mens fame and 
“ fortune ; but immoderate, ftreperous and mfaafa- 
c< nably poured out , profit nothing : nay y rather accor - 
tc ding to the fence of this Parable^ they doe muchpreju- 
u dice . For, tirft, they manifeftly betray themfelves , 
41 either to proceed from too much affeftion, or from 
<4 ftudious affectation ; whereby they may rather ingra- 
“ tiate themfelves with him whom they praifa by falfa 
14 commendations ; than adorn his per fan by juft and 
4< deferved attributes: iecondly, [paring and mode ft 
“ praifes commonly invite fuch as are prefant to add 
*! fomethiDg of their own to the commendation : 

contra 



Chap. XXVII. the PROVERBS. 2S9 

lc contrariwifa y profufe and immodeft praifes invite the 
“ hearers to detraft and takeaway fomethingthat be- 
“ longs to them; thirdly (which is the principal point') 
“ too much magnifying a man ftirs up envy towards 
“ him: feeing all immoderate prailes look like a re- 
“ proach to others who merit no lefs. 

But be fide this y I cannot quite pafs by theglofs which fame 
have made upon thefa words: who by jjfchkem babbo- 
ker (which I have applied onely to their too much afft- 
dnity in praifing other s y as if one fhould fay, from morn¬ 
ing to night) undtrftand making too much hafie to 
praife men ; when it is y as we fpeak , but early days 
with them.* and they have made noprogrefs in thofe 
vertues for which they are commended . And then the 
fence is , there is nothing more dangerous, than to 
cry up men too foon, for their parts or for their 
vertues; before they be fufficiently tried, and have 
made a due improvement: for this, infteadof doing 
them fervice, proves many times their ruine.* ma¬ 
king them , that is y entertain a vain opinion of their 
one worthy and grow idle y or negligent , &c. and fa 
dwindle away to nothing. 

[f] What he faith afterward of a railing wife, v. \6. 
may be tbwexprejfed y in fhort • There are three things 
that cannot be concealed; becaufe they betray them- 
felves: the wind, a ftrong perfume, and a fcolding 
wife : with which fame joyn the next verfe y v. 17. as 
a remedy for the mi [chief of a brawling wife ; and thm 
render it : as iron is ealily joyned with iron ; lo is a 
man with his equal. And therefore the be ft' way for a 
man to avoid the trouble of a bad wife y is not to dm fa 
one for his con fart, becaufe foe is rich y or becaufe fhe 
is be anti full onely ; but becaufe foe is like him in humour , 
and inclination , and condition , &c. Thm the Tigu- 
rine Terfion. And de Dieu to the fame purpofa ; who 
makes this Proverb y no more than that of like to like ; 
which heft agree together. v But this is too narrow 5 

11 and 
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and therefore 1 have followed ours , and indeed all the 
ancient Tranflat ions: who take this to be of the fame 
fgnif cation with another old faying , one man is no bo¬ 
dy j and therefore God hath formed us to have a commit* 
nion with each other . The necejfity of which is exprefe 
fed in abundance of ancient Aphorifms ; which admonijh 
m to conferr with others , and to hearken to the counfel 
and judgment of the wife. And daily experience jhews 
us how dangerous it is '//o/SaAeuW, to be a man's own 
councilor: and what is faid of Artificers may be appli¬ 
ed unto all\ every man is bis own worft Matter. To 
which purpofe Melan&hon alledges that of Euripides 
6 fX 4 \U €7?W7converfation brought forth arts : 
when men , that ts y not onely obferved one anothers 
works \ but conferred their thoughts together ; and 


af/ifted one anothers inventions . “ And he pertinent- 
“ ly obferves y that the Chriftian Doclrine % in the be- 
“ ginning of the Re for motion y was corrupted by tbofe, 
tfc u who would not hear others: but skulkt like bats 


£c that fly the lights and devifed new opinions out of 
<l their own heads , abhorrent from the approved form oj 
<l DoBrine. Tales multi nunc funt, &c. There are wa- 
c< nyfuchnow adaySyWho glory that they are etv-rvJIJkK]^ 
“ and admire their own dreams ; refufmg to hearken 
“ to the found judgment of other men. But let us> faith 
he 9 be obedient to fuch precepts as thu : - which include j 
4t in ity firft Modefty, in confederation of our on 
<l frai!ty\ and then Prudence, in advifing with theft r 
ct who may teach ns that of which we are ignorant, 71 : ui 
M he obferves ^o/Synefius, that Apelles was wont t( 
make ]\ pus the Statuary y judge of all his Pi 
“ clures: and L\ lip pus on the other fede, made A pel: 
ct les judge of all h:s Statues , before they would ex- 
“ pofe them to be feen by others. 
g] The next verfe but one y v. 19. is under flood fo va- 
rioufly by Interpreters , that it' is a labour to numbei 
their expGfeUons: feme of which are directly contrary r< 

tha 
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the other. For according asthey take the face to here - 
prefented in water ; either perfeftly, or fo lubricoufly 
and movcably, that it is hard to difcern what fort of 
face it is : fo they make it either eafie, or impoffible to 
mderftand thehearts of other men . Melandthon took it 
in the latter fence ; inculcating the old wholefome Lefjons, 

and Quos credis fidos, effuge, tutus 
eris, C?c. But now it is generally expounded the other 
way : and fome expound it of mens vwn hearts , and 
fome of the hearts of other men. 1 have in the Para- 
phrafe expreffed two of thofe interpretations , which I 
look t upon as mofi Jim pie. And think fit here to men¬ 
tion that of Caftalio,n?/;fl applies it to a mans felfin this 
manner : as a man may know what kind of face he 
hath, if he will look into the water: fo he may know 
what kind of man he is, if he will examine his Con- 
fcience. And this 0/Maldonate who is alone (as far as 
lean find) in his expofition, which is this , as a man’s face 
may be feen in the water ; fo his heart, or his inward 
affeftions, may be feen in his Countenance : taking 
man in the conclafton of the Sentence , for the outward 
man> i. q. his countenance: and making the Hebrew run 
thus , as a man’s face is anfwerable to that facewhich 
appears in the water.* fo his heart is anfwerable to 
his countenance. The Lord Bacon, as I have expref¬ 
fed it in the beginning of my Paraphrafe on this verfe 9 
takes the end of this Parable to be , 41 to dijlinguifl) be~ 
“ tween the mind of wife men % and of thofe that are not 
u wife: comparing the former to waters, or glafles 
“ which receive and reprefent the form and images of 
“ things ; whereas the other are like to earth or rude 
“ and unpoliflied (lone, wherein nothing is reflected „ 
M And the mind of a wi fe man (which is fo capable that 
“ it obferves and comprehends an infinite diverfity of 
“ natures and ettfioms) is the more aptly compared to a 
“ glafi or mirroifr \ becaufe in a glafs he can fee his 
u own image , together with the images of other men: 

U 2 “ which 
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“ which his eyes canmt do alone without the help of a 

“ sW: 

And fo this Varable^ it feems to me y way not unfitly be ex¬ 
pounded after this manner : A man may fee himfelf 
while he looks upon other men 5 as well as know 0- 
ther men, by confidering his own inclinations. 

Lh] This Preface is already fo long } that Imuft not men¬ 
tion the various interpretations of the twenty firfl verfe. 
I have exprejfed that which is nearefl to our Tran - 
flat 10%; and feems to be the truefl touchftone of this 
forty whereby to try thegoodnefs or badnefs of mens 
minds. Some of which are fo incorrigible, he flews in 
the next verfe , that the forefl ajjiittions will not amend 
them. 

[i] And then in conclufton be prejfes every one .to dill * 

. gence about his own bufnefs: and efpecially commends the 
paft oral care which men flould have about their flocks ami 
their herds: which arethebcft fort of poffejfionsfle flews, 
in feveral regards. Firft, becaufe mofl durable,for they 
are always increafing of themfelveSy v 24. Secondly, be¬ 
caufe eaflly prtferved without much labour , or fraudu¬ 
lent arts ; God himfelf providing liberally for tbem t 
v. 25. Thirdly, becaufe moft profitable ; yielding all 
. things neceffary for food and rayment y v. 26, 27. 

[k] Where he mentions particularly in the lajl verfe , the 
milk of the goats, and of no other creature: becaufe 
they had abundance of them, and their milk was in dai¬ 
ly ufe ; both for meat and for medicine. And for modi - 
cine the Ancients preferred it before all other , as mofl 
moderate , and temperate. So Galen and Pa ulus iEgi- 
net a*, the lafi of which writes thus • Womans milk is 
the moft temperate of all other; next to that goats; 
and next to that a lies.- then fheep; and laftly cows 
milk. From whence it was 1 Bochartus conjectures 
who hath heaped up a great deal on this Subjett y L. II. 
de Sac. Animal. Cap. ult. Part. 1 .! that Jupiter, a King 
in Crete about AbrahamV time (and look'd upon after ¬ 
wards 
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wards at the greateft God) is [aid to have been nourijh - 
ed by a goat: that is , by the befi of nourifoments. 


i.T^Oaft not thy felf of to mor - i-IJEr not con ^ 

Jj row i for thou knoweft not , ^ent °f. thy 
what a day may bring forth. P relent P? wer ’ " ches 

ro grow prefumptuous, and brag what thou wilt doe, or 
enjoy hereafter: for thou canft not be fecure of this very 
day (wherein thou makeft fuch large promifes to thy felf 
of the future) which may produce Ibmething, for any 
thing thou knoweft, that fhall fpoil all thy defigns, ana 
fruftrate all thy expe&ations, which thou haft for to mor¬ 
row. Sec Arg. [ a ]. 

2. Let another man praife thee y 2. Be not fo blind- 

and not thine own mouth ; a fir anger with felf-love, as 

and not thine own lips . t0 , .P^ife thy (elf; 

1 which is both inde¬ 

cent and imprudent, for others will onely the more under¬ 
value thee : but take care to doe praife-worthy things, 
which will torce commendations even from ftrangers and 
foreigners, who cannot be thought too partial to thee; 
for this will make thee truly honourable. 

3. A fionc is heavy , and the 3. We feel there is 

fand weighty : but a fools wrath is heavinefs in a ftone, 

heavier than them both. and that a bag of land 

is a weighty load ; 

but neither of them isfo intolerable as the effe&s of a fools 
wrath which cannot be fhaken off fo foon as they may be: 
for he cannot eafily be appealed by us, nor can he moderate 
himfelf; till his anger hath carried him to the moll barba¬ 
rous cruelty. * 5 ><? Arg. [£]• 


4. JVrath is cruef and anger is 4 * And yet envy 
out rageous ; but who is able to ft and j? worfe than this; 

before envy ? for thou g h J , n a fu W 

/ a man hath no pi¬ 

ty, but is tranfported by his violent paffion beyond all 
bounds (like an inundation of waters) yet his wrath appear¬ 
ing openly, it may be avoided, and in time it is compofed 
and allayed \ nay, perhaps he repents of it: but envy (or a 

11 3 defire 
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defire of revenge) is a lurking evil, which increafes daily 
without remorlei and is more exafperated by time, till it 
find fome means or other to do the mifchief it defires. 


5. Open rebuke is better than fe- $. He that takes 
rrpr Imp an ingenuous liberty 

to tell ethers plainly 
of their faults,^ and rebuke them freely, when need requires, 
to their very face,is a better Friend, and more valuable(tho' 
perhaps he pleafe them le(s) than he that hath more of the 
paffion of love in his heart, but makes it not known by fuch 
good eflfe&s. See Arg, [ c ]. 


6 . Faith [nil are the wounds of a 6. Juft reproofs, 

friend, but the kites of an enemy though neverfofmarc 

ar z deceit full. andlevere from one 

that loves us, ought 

to be thankfully accepted, becaufe they proceed from his 
care of us, and fidelity to us: but the moft tender expref- 
fions of kindnefs from an enemy, ought to be fufpedfed, 
to be falfe and treacherous \ efpedally when he heaps them 
upon us in j,reat abundance, and with fuch earneftnefe and 
Teeming paffion, that we had need to pray him to forbear, 
and pray God to preferve us from being too credulous. See 
Arg. id]. 

7. The full fwlloatbetb an honey - 7 * As hunger 

comb; but to the hungry foul every makes men relifh the 

bitter thing is fweet . moft diftaftfull food, 

0 when full Itomachs 


loath the moft delightfull: fo poverty hath this advantage 
of plenty, that it di(poles men to be than kfull for the final- 
led bleilings, though mixt withcare and trouble; when the 
richer lore if they be not very carefuil, are apt to be unfa- 
tisfied with, nay to nauleate their moft delicious enjoyments, 
upon which they have a long time furfeited. 


8. J!s a bird that rvandreth from 8. Men feldom 

her neft: fo is a man that wandreth change for the better; 
from his place. but a bird that for¬ 

sakes its neft expoles 
it felf to danger, and cannot eafily fettle again : fo he whole 
levity, or dilcontenr, makes him rafhly leave his country, 
or trade, or office, wherein he was well placed, too of 



Chap. XXVII. the PROVERBS. 19 j 

ten undoes himfelf, but rarely mends his condition. Se' 


Arg. [<0 

9 Ointment and perfume re- 9 - As Balfam and 
joyce the heart: Jo doth the fweet- ^grant perfumes 

nefi of a mans friend by hearty com- “omfort thfn^ 

fit- tural {pirits , when 

they droop and are tired: fo doth the very prefence of a 
true-hearted Friend, and much more his faithfull counfel, 
rejoyce a mans foul; efpecially when he is at fuch a lofs, 
that he knows not how to advife himfelf. 


10. Thine own friend and thy 
fathers friend for fake not ; nei¬ 
ther into thy brothers houfe in 
the day of thy calamity: for better 
is a neighbour that is near , than a 
brother far off ‘ 


10. Forfake not 
therefore a Friend, 
whom thou, or thy 
Father before thee 
hath tried and found 
lincere; but betake 
thy felf to him when 


thou art in diftrefs, 
rather than to thy natural Brother or Kinfman, if lie be not 
alio thy Friend: and above all other, chufe a Friend near 
thee, if it be polTible; for as a man that is clofely joyned un¬ 
to us in near afteftion, is better than one of our neareft kin¬ 
dred, whole heart is not knit to us; fo a good neighbour 
near at hand, is better than either Friend or Brother who is 
fo far oft, that we may perifh before he come to our afli- 
ftance. 


11. My fori, be wife , and make n. My dear childe 
my heart glad , that I may anfwer thou haft any love 

him that rcproacheth me . for him, that was the 

inftrument of giving 
thee a being, let fuch precepts as thefe make thee wife and 
good: which will both givemethehigheft joy, andfurnifh 
me with an anfwer unto filch, as are apt toobjeft the child’s 
milcarriages, to want of care in his parents. 


11. A prudent man forefeeth the 12. He whole long 

evil , and bidet h himfelf: but the experience and obfer- 

fimple pafs on y and are punilhed. vation of things, hath 
, . , made him cautious 

and circumlpect, forefeeing a calamity before it comes, 

■ U 4 withdraws 



13. It is a great 
weaknefs to truft him 
who is fo rafh, as to 
be bound for one 
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withdraws himfelf in good time from the danger, into a 
place of fafety : but inconfiderate and credulous perfons 
arcfoeafily abufed by crafty men, that they not onely quite 
overlook themifchief which even they intend againft them, 
and go on ftcurely in their accuftomed track till it overtake 
them; but make hade to fall into it, notwichftanding any 
caution that is given them. 

13. Take his garment that is 
furety for a Jiranger, and take a 
pledge of him for a ft range woman. 

vvhofe ability and honefty is utterly unknown to him; e- 
(pecially for a woman whofe way of life makes her credit juft- 
ly fufpe£led: therefore have nothing to doe with fuch an in¬ 
confiderate perfon; without the utmoft lecurity that he can 
give thee for the payment of what he owes thee. 

14. He that blejfeth bis friend 14. Hethatfpends 
with a loud voice , rifing early in all his timein nothing 
the morning it (ball be counted a elfe but proclaiming 

curfe to him. h,s P raii « 

J gantly, who hath be- 

(lowed great benefits upon him, difparages rather than com¬ 
mends his Benefa&or; in doing fo much for a bafe flatte¬ 
rer : who magnifying rather his own deferts than the o- 
thers bounty, incurrs hereafter his juft difplealure. Sec 
Arg. [> ]. 

15. A continual dropping in a i*. He is in an ill 
very rainy day , and a contentious cale,the root of whole 

woman are alike. h°ule is fo ruinous, 

that in a very rainy 
day, when he fhall be wet if he go abroad, cannot be dry 
at home; and he is no better, that hath a fcolding wife, 
who torments him her felfifhe ftay at home; and makes 
him tormented with the jeers of others, if he go a- 
broad. 

16. Whofoever hideth her y hideth 1 6. For it is alto- 

the wind , and the ointment of bis gether as impoflible 

right handy which bewrayetbxt felf. % him, to keep the 

wind from blowing, 
and from being heard when it blows; or to inclofe a fra¬ 
grant 
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* 

grant perfume in his hand, fo that it fhall not be fmelt; as 
to make her hold her tongue, or to conceal her bawling 
humour, which fhe her felf proclaims. See Arg. [/]. 

17. Iron fiarpeneth iron, fo a 17. As nothing is 

man (harpnetb the countenance of bis more natural, fo no- 
fr'tpfd thing more power- 

full than fbciety: for 
as iron is lharpned and brightned by iron, fo one wit whets 
another, one friend incourages and cheers another; nay, 
all forts cfpaffions are flirted up, and men are made either 
good or bad, by mutual convention. See Arg. [/]. 


18. Whofo keepetb the fig-tree, > 18. As he that di- 
fball eat the fruit thereof: fo he ligently looks after 
that waitetb on bis wafer [hall be the rig-tree (efpecially 

it from fuffering by drought, by vermin, or by wild beads, 
c ire. fliall at lad eat of its pleafant fruit: fo he that faith¬ 
fully defends his matter's perfon or reputation, and takes 
care hisedate be not waded, fhall in due time be largely re¬ 
warded by him for his integrity, 

19. As in water face anfwer- 19. The inclinati- 

eth to face ; fo the heart of man ons and defigns of o- 
to man% ther men appear as 

plainly to the mind 
of thofo that are wile, as their faces appear to themfelves in 
the water: where, as every man will find fuch a counte¬ 
nance reprefented to him (whether fowre or fmiling) as he 
brings when he looks into it; fo he ought to expeit no 
other affetlions from others, but fuch as he exprefles to¬ 
wards them. See Arg, [ g ]. 

20. Hell and deft ruff ion are ne- 20. The appetite 

ver full ; fo the eyes of man are of man is as unlati- 
never fatisfied. able as his eyes,which 

dill defire fome new 
fight: and are as far from being filled with all that they 
have leen, as the infernal places with all the fouls they 
have received; or the grave with all the bodies it hath 
devoured. 


20. The appetite 


U. As 




A Paraphrafe on 


2i. As fJ be fining pot for filver , 
end the furnace far gold ; fo is a 
wan to his praife. 


Chap. XXVII. 

21. As gold and 
filver is tried by put¬ 
ting it into the fire; 
which difeovers whe¬ 


ther it be pure or adulterate; fo a man is difeovered what he 
is, by trying how he can bear praifes, commendations and 
great applaufes; which will prefently fhew either the ver- 
tue or the vanity of his mind. See Arg. [h~\. 


22. Though thou [houldflbray a 22. The folly and 

fool in a mortar , among wheat rbith wickednefs of fome 

a pejleL yet will not his foolifhnefs ™ en I s *° ^curable, 
/ J i* J that though, unto re- 

depart from him. proo f s and chidings, 

and threatnings, you fhould add ftripes and blows; nay,beat 
and knock them, like wheat in a mortar; bruifing their bo¬ 
dies, till (as we fpeakj they are black and blue, they would 
not grow a whit the wifer, or the better for it* 

23. Be thou diligent to know the 23. Whether thou 
flate of thy flocks , and look well to art a private perfon 

thv herds or a PrJnce » l et me 

advile thee to look af¬ 
ter thy bufinefs thy felf; and not to truft merely to thy 
fervants and minidere: but goe fometimes and take an ex- 
aft furvey of the (late of thy affairs; and more particularly 
make it part of thy care to vifit thy flocks ana thy herds, 
and know in what cafe they are. See Arg. [/ J. 


24. For riches are not for ever: 24. For asnorich- 

and doth the crown endure to eve - es are f° durable as 
ry generation ? thefe, which increale 

and multiply conti 
nually; fo the greated eftate,even in thefe, unlelsit be well 
managed, will in time be brought to nothing: nay, the 
crown it felf will not continue to many generations, with¬ 
out due care to preferve its revenue; of which thefe ought 
to be thought tne beft and mod lading portion. 

25. The hay appearetb 9 and the 25- For the main- 

tender grafs jhewetb it felf and tenance of which the 

herbs 0} the mountains are gather- earth brings forth 
fj' plentifully, without 

any more pains ui 

thine. 
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thine, than onely in the fpring time to drive the flocks and 
herds into paftures; and to look after them, when the 
earth brings forth grafs'and young herbs for their food$ and 
to gather hay in due feafon, which even the mountains 
afford, for their fodder and winter provifion. 

26. The lambs are for thy do- 26. And if thou 
goats are the price takeftcare to preferve 

them, they will pre¬ 
ferve thee; for the 
fheep and the Iambs will afford thee wool to make thee 
clothes \ and with the price of thy goats thou mayft purchafe 
a field, for the fcwing of corn to make thee bread. 


thing , and 
of thy field. 


17. And thou (halt have goats 
milk enough for thy food , for the 
food of thy JmfJjold , and for 
maintenance for thy maidens. 


27. And both of 
them, efpecially the 
goats, fliall yield thee 
milk enough for thy 
own food, and for 


the fuftenance of all thy family; both men fervanrs and 
maidens: who may hence be provided with all things ne- 
ceflary for their livelihood. See Arg. [£]. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 

argument. 

This Chapter confifts y as the foregoing did , of fever al mixt 
obfervations ; fame belonging to the concerns of private 
per fans ; others to the publick. 

[a] It begins with the difference between a good and a bad 
Confidence ; which difcovers it felf t when there is any 
danger , of which men are apprehenfive. And in the 
next verfe y he obferves the difference between a Nation 
when it is bad and when it is good: when its manners 
are depraved\ they fall into confufion: and when they 
grow better (for moft interpreters take the word Adam 
in the latter part of the verfa colledtively, for the bo¬ 
dy of the people) then they keep their Government , 
and live happily . Efpecially when they have a wife and 

prudent 
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prudent Trim ; who is here alfo to be underflood } in op- 
pofition to many Princes, either together or fuccejfive- 
ly: by whom a Nation is miferably bar a(fed , when its 
w'tcktdnefs brings upon it fuch apunijhment. So Me- 
lanfthon underflands v.2. u The complaints, faith be, 
“ are very ufual concerning the negligence of Princes , 
u their exactions, oppref[ions,wantof care to adminifter 
“ juftice, &c. and the people ftill accufe them and their 
4t Court : but God accufes both Princes and people ; and 
a for the fins of the people, he gives them ill Gover - 
“nours ; as Solomon here teaches , that for the tr anf r 
11 g re lfi on °f a country, i. e. both of Prince and people , 
“ many are the Princes thereof: that is, none reign 
u long \ or many reign together, oppofing and tbruft- 
u ing out one another. Now for the cure of this he 
11 gives a fingular Admonition, necejfary both for Prince 
“ and people , which is this : that a prudent and wile 
“ man makes Empire durable. That is, a wife Prince 
u will fometime depart from his own right to quia 
“ things ; and fuffer fome inconveniences to prevent 
u greater: a* Fabius andCxzzxodid. And on the other 
u fide , people are to be advifed, left they draw greater 
u mifchiefs upon themfelves by feditiom counfels than 
<c thofc which they ftudy to remedy. 

[]b] And there is none greater he feems to tell tts in the 
' next verfe (v. 3.) than when power comes into the bands 
of a beggarly fellow: who is void of all humanity , and 
forgets even what he himfelf wa*, and all the miferies of 
poverty 5 which he perpetuates upon them who are poor 
already. JflMaldonate^j;;^ he alone I think ) expounds 
that phrafe veen lechem, and there is no food, to fig - 
nific, before the corn be grown out of the earth: and 
by the fweeping rain underflands not fitch rain as beats 
out the corn when it is in the ear ; but which wajhes a- 
way the feed before it fpringup. Even fo, he that fpoils 
the poor y takes away from them, after a manner, what 
they have net ; and extirpates the very feed of future 

riches. 
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riches, which he deprives them of all means of gathering . 
Vpon which jubjetl the Lord Bacon hath difcourfed very 
ingenioujly in bis VII It h Book of the Advancement of 
Learning, Ch. II. Parab. 24. “ This Parable , faith he , 
“ was by the ancients exprejfed and jhadowed forth un - 
tc der the fable of two horfe-Ieeches ; one full , and the 
“ other hungry. For opprejfion corning from the poor and 
“ necejjitous perfon, is far more grievous than that of 
<l the rich and the full; becaufe it feeks out all tricks for 
<c exactions, and leaves no corner unfearch'd where mo- 
M ney may be found. This kind of opprejfton was wont 
w alfo to be refembled to fponges ; which being dry fuck 
tc in ftrongly ; but not fo, being moifi. And the Parable 
“ comprehends in it a profitable inftruElion, both to 
H Princes and to people . To Princes, that they com- 
mit not the government of Provinces or Offices of 
u charge to indigent and indebted perfons : And to 
“ the people , that they fuffer not their Kings to 
u ftruggle with too much want. 

But none have glojfed better upon this place , than an excel¬ 
lent Prelat e of ours, Bifiop Sanderfon in his Sermon up - 
onXXlK¥vov.io,n, where he difcourfesto this ejf'eff. 
“ That it is in matter of power, as it is in matter of 
u learning. They that have but a fmattering of fcholar- 
“ [hip, it isobferv'd, are the forwardeft to make often - 
“ tat ion of the few fcraps they have, for fear there Jhould 
u be no notice taken of their learning, if they jhould 
il not Ihew it when they can ; and yet then they doe it fo 
“ untowardly, that when they think moft of all to jhew 
“ their fcholarjhip, they moft of al!, by fome grofs mi- 
“ flake or other, betray their ignorance. Even juft 
il fo it is in the cafe of power , when men of bafe fpirits 
“ and condition have gotten a little of it into their 
u hands ; who conceive their neighbours will not be jen- 
“ fible what goodly men they are, if they do not by fome 
<£ alt or other, jhew forth their power to the world: But 
“ having minds too narrow to comprehend any brave 

il and 
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“ and a genet out way to doe it ; they cannot frame to 
u doe it by any other means , than by trampling upon 
“ thofe that are below them ; which they doe beyond all 
4< reafon y and without any mercy. 

Which he itluft rates very handfomely upon i Sam. XU. 3. 
" If a mean man , fays he , in any of our Towns or Ham- 
<c lets, be a little gotten up to overtop mofl of bis neigh - 
“ hours in wealth ; or be put into fome frnall autbori- 
tc ty , to deal under fome great man for the difpoftng his 
u farms or grounds \ or have fomething to fell to his 
u neceffitom neighbour , who muft buy upcn that day ; 
c< or have a little money lying by him to furnifb ano- 
* c ther ; who, to fuppty his prefent needs , muft fell off 
“ fomewhat of that little he hath y though at an un- 
0 der rate 5 or the like j it is fcarce credible (did not 
“ every days experience make proof of it) how fucb a 
w man will shrew up the poor wretch that falls into hi: 
tc hand y &c. conclude hence, all ye that are of gene- 
“ rous births and fpirits, how unworthy that pra- 
<e ftice would be in you; wherein men of the loweft 
<c minds and conditions can , in their proportion , not one - 
il ty equal , but even exceed you: which fhould make 
ct you not onely to hate oppreflion, becaufc it is 
“ wicked ; but even to fcorn it, becauie it is bafe. 

[c] After this, follow fever al bad char afters of other 
men: and among the reft of him that oppreffes his bro¬ 
ther by ufury and increafe v. 8. where thefe two words , 
Nefchech, and Tarbith, do not feem to fignifie,greater 
extortion , and more moderate gain. For alt ufury is Ne¬ 
fchech, as it refpecls the debtor of whom it is taken ; 
and Tarbith, in refpeff of the creditour who is the gain¬ 
er by it ; whether it be great or lefs , that the one gives 
and the other receives . If there be any ether difference 
between thefe two ; it either lies in this , that there 
were fever al forts of ufury whereby men increafe d their 
eftates ; or the one fignifies the advantage men made of 
their money , and the other the advantage they made 
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of their goods. About which I do not think fit to trou¬ 
ble the Reader any further: nor to examine whether 
their opinion be true> who fay, the King was to take 
away their unjuft gain, and give it to better men. I 
have left that undetermined, whether God or man fhould 
punijl) the Vfurer , but have exprejfed all that the Law 
forbids in this cafe: which was to take intereft (as we 
fpeak) of their Brethren, efpecially of their poor Bre¬ 
thren ; which fome think are onely meant: but I have 
contented my felf to fay, are principally meant . 

[d] And in the next verfe but two fv. 1 r .) be obferves 
that Juch men as grow rich, though it be by fraud or op - 
preffion, are apt to have a mighty conceit of their own 
wifdom: which underftanding men , though never fo 
poor, fee thorow, and difcern to be, at heft, but craft : 
and many times to be no more than that, which we call 
purte-pride, when they have no more wit, but juft, to 
fave'and hoard up money . Vpon which place fome ob- 
ferve that Solomon fecretly intimates riches to be an 
impediment to wifdom ; and poverty a great advan¬ 
tage ; becaufe the one is apt to blow men up into a vain 
opinion of tbemfelves ; and the other to make them hum¬ 
ble and modeft: the former of which is the great eft 
Enemy, and the latter the left Friend to Wifdom. Cer¬ 
tain it is, that money having fo large a command, as to 
be able to purchafe not onely dignity, but great ve¬ 
neration from the multitude ; they that have it, are 
apt to look no further neither for wifdom nor vertue : 
which made a confident of CaefarV (at the Lord Bacon 
obferves) give him this counfel, that if he would re^ 
ftore the decayed ftate of the Roman Commonwealth , 
he muft by all means takeaway the eftimationof wealth: 
for thefe, faith he, and all other evils, together with 
the reputation of money, fliall ceafe ; if neither pub- 
lick offices, nor any other dignities, which common, 
ly are coveted, be expofed to iale. And the truth is, 
faith that Lord (Advanc, of Learn. Book I.) as it 

was 
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was rightly [aid that blufhing is the colour of vertue, 
though fometime it come from vice ; fo we may truly affirm 
that poverty is the fortune of vertue, though fometime 
it may proceed frm mifgovernment and improvidence. 
And he adds further , that themagnificenceof Princes 
2nd great men, had long fince turned into barbarifm 
and rudenefs; if the poverty of Learning had not 
kept up civility, and decency of life. 

[ e ] For bad Princes , Solomon fhews, v, 1 1. bring great 
contempt and mifery upon a Nation ; as all bad men 
(v. i 14.) bring mifchief upon themfelves. But no 
Princes are more grievous to their Subjects , than fuel) 
as are needy , and yet have no goodnefs. So I under - 
ft and, with the LXX. verfe 15. where that word we 
render raging, is well tranflated by the Vulgar^ hun¬ 
gry Bedr y as Bochartus hath Jhewn. 

cn Who alfo feems to me, to have expreffed the fence oj 
the next verfe moft fully ; when he obferves , that ac¬ 
cording to the manner of the Hebrew Language , there is 
fomething wanting in one part of the verfe, which is 
to be fupplied out of the other. As when the Pfalmift 
faith in LXXXIV. Pfal. 11. one day in thy courts, 
is better than a thoufand; he means elfewhere, out 
of his courts. And XCI. Pfal. 7. a thoufand lhall 
fall on thy fide (nz.the left hand) and ten thoufand 
on thy right hand. In like manner we are to under - 
ft and this verfe , as if he had faid , A Prince that 
wants undemanding and is a great oppreffour, fhall 
fhorten his days; but he that hates covetoufnefs 
fhall prolong them. See Par. I. de Animal. S. £. 
III. C. 2f. 

Eg: In the two next verfes I have endeavoured to connect 
feveral Sences together ; as he that examines them will 
perceive . And in v. 11. have taken fame notice of the 
Lord Bacon’ j obfervation ; that men may be bribed by 
fomething elfe beftdes money , to pervert juftice: and 
more commonly by other refpetts ■ than by that. His 

xvord r 
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words are tbefefB . VIII. Advanc.of Learn. Ch.ll. Fa- 
rab. 23.) Eafinefs of humour in a Judge, is more per¬ 
nicious than the corruption of Bribes. For all per- 
lons do not give bribes; but there is hardly any caufe, 
wherein fomewhat may not be found, that may incline 
the mind of the Judge, if refpeft of perfons lead 
him. For one man (hall be refpe&ed as his Country¬ 
man, another as an ill-tongu'd man, another as a 
rich man, another as a favourite, another as com¬ 
mended by a Friend ; to conclude, all is full oi ini¬ 
quity whererefpeft of perfons bears fway : and for a 
very flight matter, as it were for a bit of bread, 

- judgment is perverted. 

Ch] The reft of the Chapter contains plain observations^ 
concerning fever al forts of good and bad men : and con- 
dudes with the repetition of a remark , he had made be¬ 
fore v. 12. about the ft ate of publick aft airs ; which are 
then in an ill condition , when bad men gef into authority . 
For vertuom men begin then to be fo ill treated , that 
they fly or hide themfelves ; to avoid the abufes which 
they fee will be put upon them. This the LXX fug- 
geft } when they tranflate the firft claufe of the verfe , 
thus; in places where the impious bear fway,the righ¬ 
teous figh and groan; i. e. forne are imprifoned t andfent 
into obfcnrity , by the unjuft profecution of the wicked ; 
and others obfcure themfelves , and groan in fecret undtr 
thofe oppreffions \ till there be a turn of affairs (which 
Solomon here intimates they may ex pelf in due time) 
by the fall of thofe wicked perfons , and the prefer¬ 
ment of better: which invites vert notes men to appear a- 
gain\ and by the countenance they then receiife^-to pro¬ 
pagate piety among the people: who are fo ready to con¬ 
form themfelves to the example of their Govcrnours f 
that there is no blefting we fhould pray for fo earneftly as 
this; eSpecialty when the' days are evil. Then that 
faying of the Son of Syrach fhould be perpetually in eve¬ 
ry good man s mind y to Support and comfort him ; when 

X he 
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he is conflrained perhaps to lit hid and conceal himftlf, 
to avoid trouble and danger , the power of the earth is 
in the hand of the Lord, and in due time he will fct 
over it one that is profitable, XEcelus^. reade the 
foregoing verfes. 


2. There are man) 
njifchiefs that peopli 
draw upon them 
lelves by their wick 
ednefs, and thisefpe 
dally hat falling in 


l.T'HE wicked flee when no i. AN evil confci- 
_L man purfuetb : but the ence raa kes 

righteous are bold a* a lion , men ii m ?J 0Us r ? n( ® 

■—— cowardly,like a faint¬ 

hearted Souldier who runs away at the appearance of an 
enemy, and never fo much as looks back to fee whethei 
he purfue him: but men of integrity are not eafily affright? 
edi but proceed like a young Lion, with an undaunted re¬ 
solution, even in hazardous undertakings, 

2, For the tranfgrejjion of a land 
many are the princes thereof: but 
by a man of under flan ding and 
knowledge the flate thereof jhafl be 
prolonged. 

to factions, every one thinks himfelf fit to govern ; and 
throwing down one ruter after another, they can come tr 
no fcttlement, till they grow better and more confederate 
and then, tome truly prudent and pious perlon antes; win 
takes the right courte to heal theie breaches, and prolong 
the Government in peace and tranquility. See Arg [<|. 

I, A poor man that cpprejfetb the 3. But there i 

poor, is like keeping rain which ™ne m , ore , wicke. 

havetb no food. and enable, thai. 

a needy fellow, tha: 

is got into power \ but hath loft all fente of the miferies a 
the poor : whom lie Iqueezes and lpoiis, like a violent rain 
which inilead of rdrefliing the corn, as gentle fhowres dor 
beats it down and lays it fo flat ; that it can never recovers 
but a famine comes upon the land. See Arg. [£]. 

4, They that for fake the lava, 4- From fuch 
praife the wicked . but fuch as keep man there is none i 

the law, contend with them. wicked buthefna 

receive mcouiugt 
ment 
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ment; For they that make not the Law of God their rule, 
but their own lufts, will employ and promote the vileft 
perfbn, and find fomething or other to commend him for : 
but they that refolutely obferve God’s Law, are fo far from 
approving fuch a wicked wretch, that they oppofe him ; 
and declare, as we fay, open war againft him. 


j. Evil men underftand noh 5* For the minds 

judgment: but they that feek the °/' men > ^hat give up 

LORD , underjtand all things. themfelves to wick- 
1 J ° ednefs, arelo depra,- 

ved, that fome time they do not fo much as underftand, and 
at no time regard the difference between right and wrong > 
much lefs the difference that God doth ana will make be¬ 
tween them: but men pioufly affebted underftand, and con- 
ftder, all things of this nature lb exaftly, that they are care- 
full not to onend, in the lead, againft their neighbour. 


6. Better is the poor that walk - ^ 6. An honeft up- 
eth in his uprightnefs y than he that JjSht man, that abts 
is perverfem his ways y though he hncerely in all that he 
b /rich. doth, though he be 

never to poor, is far 
happier and more ufefull and commendable, than a crafty 
perfon, that knows how to wind and turn himfelf every 
way ; though by his fraud and tricks, he grow never fo 
rich and great, v. XIX. i. 


7. ivhofo keepetb the law } is a 7* He that ftudies 
wife fun : but he that is a compani - the Law of Gcd, and 

on of riotous men, (hornetb his fa- obferves the rules of 
t j jer lobnety and tempe¬ 

rance and other ver- 
tues which it preferibes, is likely to prove a wife Son ; in 
whom his Parents may find comfort: but he that had ra¬ 
ther go into merry company, than into the School of the 
Wife, and there (pend his time and his money in fenfual 
pleafures, is a flume, as well as a vexation to them. 


8 . He that by ufury and uvjtifl 
gain lucre afeth his fnbftauce , he 
/ball gather it far him that will pi¬ 
ty the poor. 

X 2 


8. He that increa- 
fes his eftate by ufury, 
for the money or 
goods which he lends 
to his poor Brother 
(contrary 
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(contrary to the Laws provided in that cafe XXII. Exod .24. 
XXIII. Dent. 19,20 .) fhall not be able to make his family 
io great as he intended: but thofe riches fhall be tranflated 
into (bme other hands; which will exercife that charity, 
which he negle&ed. See Arg. [c]. 

9. He that turneth away his ear 9 > He that refufeth 

from bearing the law , tven his fray- t0 hearken unto God 

er frail be abomination. f nc * r ? 9^ his 

J Laws, Geceives him- 

felfj if he thinks by his prayers to pleafe Him, and make 

an amends for his crimes; for God will be fo far from 

hearkning unto him, that he will abominate fuch prayers 

as tend to nothing, but to make God a partner with 

him in his fins. 


io. fVJoofo caufeth. the righteous 10. Hethatftudies 
to go ajlray in an evil way, he frail by falfe fuggeftitms, 
fall himfeIf into his own pit : but deceitfull repre- 

the upright frail have good things J n * * S men^lnto 
in poffejfion. dangerous prafrices, 

fliall fall himfelf irrecoverably into that very mifchief^ which 
he defigned for them: while they preferring their integrity, 
fhall remain not onely fafe, but in a flouriftiing condition. 


I r. The rich man is wife in his 11. A man, whole 

twn conceit: but the poor that hath labours and cares 

under ft anding fearcheth him out . have fuch fuccefs,that 

J 0 he grows very rich 

and is courted and complemented by every body; is apt 
to fanfie himfelf much wifer than other men : but when a 
man of mean condition, who applies himfelf more to un- 
derftand the value of things than to get riches, comes ro 
difcourfe with him; he eafily difcovers, and makes it ap¬ 
pear, that he is but a fool. Sec Arg. Id], 

12. When righteous men do re- iz.Whentheriglf 
Joyce, there is great glory : but teous are advanced ro 

ivhen the wicked rife a man is hid- P^ a< ? es .°f ^ ru ^. an ° 
/ - authority, there is ex- 

‘ • celfive joy among all 

vertuous men; and the whole Kingdom feels the hap¬ 
py effects of it, in beautiful! order, peace, fecurity and 

'T plenty 
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plenty at home; and in the honour and reputation it hath 
abroad: but when the wicked get up into power, it makes 
a rufull change ; being wholly employed in finding rea- 
fons to ruin others; whole fafety then lies in concealing 
themfelves and their eftates. See v. 28. 


13 .He that cover eth his fins , 13. He thatftudie s 

fall not profper: but whofo confef t0 hide or extenuate> 

fetb and forfaketh them fall have ft^jibe fo^r 

mercy. from elcaping by his 

impudent denial, that he fhall make himlelfiobnoxious to 
feverer punifliments: but he that ingenuoully acknow¬ 
ledges he hath done amils; and not onely promifes to doe 
fo no more, but gives fome proof of his amendment, fhall 
obtain pardon both from God and man. 

14. Happy is the man that fear- 14. From which 
ethalway: but he that hardeneth happinefsifhe would 

his hearty fall fall into mifchief not relaple, let him 

J conltantly prelerve a 
pious fear and dread of God and of his difpleafure in his 
mind ; and be cautious and circumfpeft in all his aft ions: 
for if he be prelumptuoufly confident and carelels, and 
becaufe God is lo gracious regard neither his commands 
nor his threatnings; he will fall back into deeper guilt, 
and mifery. 


1 5. As a roaring lion y and a 15. A lion and a 
ranging bear ; fo is a wicked ruler hear, are not more 
over the poor people . dreadfull to the weak¬ 

er beafts, efpecially 
when hunger prefies them to leek a prey, than a needy 
Prince, who fears not God and loves not man, is to the 
poorer fort: who have not wherewithal to fill his unlati- 
able defires; and yet are the furell to be invaded, becaufe 
the lead able to refill his power. See Arg. O]. 


16. The prince that want eth m- 16. But it is very 

derftanding , is alfo a great oppref great ignorance not 

four : but he that hat eth covet ouf one ly of Religion, 

nefs (hallprolon? his days. b , uC ofaU thin £ s elfe > 

that makes a Prince 

grievoully opprels and pillage his people; which makes his 

X ^ reigfl 



3 IQ A Paraphfafe on Chap. XXVIII. 

reign fhort, as well as unhappy: when he that, hating fuch 
exactions, is kind to his Subje£fs, prolongs his days in 
much tranquility. See Arg. [/]. 

17. A man that doth violence to 17- He that mur- 

the blond of any perform fhall flee to t ] 1 j ers a r [ ia ^ an d pref- 

the pit. let no man flay him. ' led with the weight 
r 3 J y of his guilt or purfu- 

ed by the avenger of bloud, flies to fave himfelf, fhall ne¬ 
ver think himfelf fkfe; but lead a reftlefs life to his very 
grave: for all men looking upon him as a common enemy 
fhall refufe to fuccour him; no, though they fee him fal¬ 
ling headlong into a pit, which he is not aware of, they 
fhall not flop him, but let him perifh. 

18. Whofo walketh uprightly , i8.Thereisnofuch 
fusil be faved: but he that is per- waftobefafcastobe 
verfe in his ways fhall fall at once. k°neft nncere ;n 

actions; for he that indeavours to preferve himfelf by fraud 
and deceit, tho J he can wind, and turn, and hath feveral fhifrs 
he thinks to fave himfelf, yet in one or other of them lie 
fhall perifh: for the time will come, when he will blindly 
chufe the wrong courfe; and commonly when he begins to 
fall, he finks utterly and cannot poiTibly recover himfelf. 


a 


19. He that tilleth his land 19- He that is 
fhall have plenty of bread: but he g°°(i husband in the 

that followeth after vain perlons. management of his 

fu*ii 0 »^,rrU eltate, lhatl have the 

Shall have poverty enough. f at isfaftion of provi - 

ding fufficiently, if not plentifully for himfelf and his family: 
but he that is carelels, and follows the courfes of loofe and 
wicked companions, can reap no other fruit of his negli¬ 
gence, but the moft raiferable want and beggary. 


20 Afaithfnll man fhall abound 
with blefpngs: but he that maketh 
haft to be richy fhall not be inno¬ 
cent. 


20. Hethatistrue 
to his w r ord, and juft 
in all his dealings, 
fhall have abundance 


of bldlings from 
God, and be well fpoken of by men: but he whofe eager de- 
fires make him heap up wealth, by right or by wrong, bring; 
fuch guilt upon himfelf, as makes him execrable unto both. 
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21. To have refpect of perfons, 21. It is a wicked 


is not good: for. for a piece 0} 
bread that man will tranfgrefs. 


thing in a Judge to 
incline to confider 
the quality of the per- 
fon, and not the merits of the caufe that is brought be¬ 
fore him: For though perhaps at the firft he could not 
be corrupted under a great fum of money, yet, having ac- 
cuftomed himfelf to it, he will at lift (ell his Sentence at 
the lowed rates; nay, be moved by the (mailed confide- 
rations to fodake the rules, which ought to guide him. See 
Arg. [gl .. 


12. He that hafteth to be rich , 22. Anenviousco- 

hath an evil eye, and confidereth not vetous wretch, that 
that poverty jhall come upon him. . ^” t 0t an Q t ^g r 

without grudging, is pufifd on, by his impatient defires, to 
get riches, without making any diftinftion between good 
and evil: never confidering, in that difturbance of mind 
wherein he lives, that all may be gone in a moment; and 
he then (land in need of the mercy of thole, whom he 
would not pity. 


2%. He that rebnketb a man af~ * 3 - He that rebukes 

terwards (hall find more favour than a man for hjs evil 

he that flattereth with the tongue. courfes may difpleafe 
J him, nay, anger him 

at the firft: but when he confiders that he could nave no 
other end in it but his good, he will have a greater kindnefs 
for fuch a man, than for one that humours him in every 
thing; and with flattering words fooths him up in thole 
faults, which he ought to take the freedom to reprehend. 


14. fVhofarobbeth his father or 24. He that lays 
his mother , and faith , It is no hands upon all that 

is the com- He can rap and rend 
from his father or mo- 
ther, and thinks it is 
no fin, or no great one (pretending they keep him toofhort, 
and have no need of it themfelves, or do not ufe it, &cl) 
not onely keeps the company of (pend-thrifts; but is wick¬ 
ed enough to be a high-way man, and murther others to 
feed his own luxury. 

X 4 ay. He 


tranfgreffion\ the fai 
panion of a deflroyer. 
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7.5. He that is of a proud heart , 

Jlirreth up ftrife: but he that put - 
teth hi* truji in the LORD , fhall 
be made fat . 

A * ~~ r 

lives in perpetual quarrels, lo hath no fatisfa&ion in what 
he enjoys ; nay, many times waftes it all in (bits and con¬ 
tentions : but he who, confiding in tl^e good Providence 
of the Almighty, hath an humble and contented mind, 
lives peaceably with others, and comfortably within him- 
fel’f; nay thrives many times and abounds with plenty of 
all good things. 


25. A man of a 
proud and infolent 
ipirit, of ambitious 
and vaft defires, is ne¬ 
ver quiet; but as he 


2 $. Fie that trufteth in his own 26. He that relies 

heart y is a fool: but whofo walketh wholly upon hisovvq 

judgment is like to 
mifcarry; becaufe he 
followsthe conduct of a fool: but he that, diftrufting him- 
felf, takes good advice and follows it, efcapes many mifchiefs, 
into which the other rafhly runs; and is delivered out of 
many dangers, in which the other perifhes. 

1 


wifely , he jhall be delivered . 


27. He that givetb unto the % 27- He that re- 

poor y fhall not lack : but be that h eves that are 

bideth his eyes (hall have many a l n w ^. ntr> .*° 

. ur r 0 y J •'far from wanting 

J himfeif, that he fhall 

thereby procure God s, blefling to increafe his eftate : but 
he that regards not the miferies of others, nor is willing 
fo much as to know them, for fear of having his com¬ 
panion moved towards them, fhall draw upon himfelt the 
c^rfe of God as well as men; and fall into many and grie¬ 
vous misfortunes. 

l8. £4 'ben the wicked rije y men 28. When wicked 
hide themfelves : but when theype- nien are advance^ 

rill j, the right eon* increafe . u 1 nt0 . P ow f r au " 

thority, they favou¬ 
ring fuch cnely as are like to themfelves it makes good 
men fcarce’; who are forced to withdraw, and hide them¬ 
felves from their tyranny; but when they perifh (as 
they fhall at laft ) and good men come in their place, 
then the righteous openly fhevv themfelves, and the 
O’. ' r * ~ number 
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number of them increafes, by their example, and by the 
incouragement they enjoy under righteous Govemours. 
See Ai'g. L b]. 


CHAP. XXIX. 
ARGUMENT. 

[a] 'Ibis Chapter concludes the Co lie Si ion of Proverbs 7 
made by the men of Hezekiah ; and contains more ad - 
vifes proper to a Prince (at he was) than any of the reft : 
but ujhers them in 7 with a general admonition , how 
dangerous it is not to profit by reproofs or corrections 
(fuchas He and his people had by the hand 0/Senacherib) 
which when they work upon mens fpirits there is fume 
hope of them .* but when they become refraBsry y inflexi¬ 
ble and obftinately rejeft them 9 they are near to a final 
deft r nil ion. This wicked temper of mind , be exprefi 
fes by hardning the neck: which is a Metaphor y as 
Bochartus truly obferves (L. Ill . de Sacris Animal.' 
C. 4 r. P. 1.) taken fi*om Oxen ; who being put for¬ 
ward draw back and with dr aw their necks and {boulders 
fiom the yoke: and fometimes are fo headftrong and ftif- 
neefcedy that they cannot be brought to fubmitto it: unto 
which the Scripture often alludes , both in the Old Tefta- 
ment and the New: for inflame , XXX 'll. Exod. 9. 
VII. Aft 51. And hither belong thofe exprejfions 
XLVIII. I la. 4. where he faith h# people bad an iron li¬ 
ne w, C' c. and that in V. Jer. 5. where he faith they 
had broken the yoke and burft the bonds. 

[ b Then follows a tacit Admonition unto Princes , to be 
good 7 by defer thing the happinefs ivhich a Nation then en¬ 
voys : which they had noted twice before in the foregoing 
Chapter , v. 12 and 28. but thought it fo confderable 
and fo needfulfi that they infert it here again ‘ end 
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the latter part of it once more, v. 16. Being a famous 
obfervation of his father David, XIL Pfal. 9. where 
he takes notice , how the wicked flourifh, and go a- 
bout confidently into every place, nay, take the li¬ 
berty to doeasthey lift, when men of no account are 
exalted to power; who take no care tooppofe grow¬ 
ing wickednefs, and to keep every man within the 
bounds of his duty. 

£c] And after an Admonition fv. 3,) that theftudy of 
tvifdom is the onely prefervative againft the luft of un- 
tleannefs ; which , in the preface to this Book it is ob - 
ferved, defrays abundance of young men, and their eft ate & 
olfo {for luft is very blind, and very prodigal) the 
next obfervation (v.4.) is concerning Kings again: where 
ifh Terumoth, which we tranftate a man that receiv- 
eth gifts, ts in the'Hebrew phrafe a man of oblations. 
forfo the word Terumoth always fgnifies , throughout 
the whole Bible , the heave offerings which were offered 
to God : which would make one think that ifh Teru¬ 
moth (a man of heave offerings) fignifies here, a 
Prince that is facrilegious; and robs the Church of its 
proper goods : or, if we will not take it in that ftricl 
fence, it denotes one that will fuffer himfelfto be pacifi¬ 
ed by gifts, and bribed to wink at the moft enormous 
crimes , which he ought to have feverely punished: or, 
that is fo unjuft, as to find fault, perhaps with the moft 
innocent perfons, on purpofe that they may appeafe him, 
by offering him a part of their eflate to fave all the reft: 
one or other of theje is the moft literal expofition of 
the words . But I have contented my felfwith the LXX. 
(who render it to ufe onely general exprefii- 

ons in the Farapbrafe which include * all thefe; and 
whatfoever elfe that is contrary to the duty of his office. 
Rabbi Solomon doth not differ much from the fence of 
the LXX\ when he tranflates it, a proud man, who 
heaves and lifts up himfelf in his own thoughts, imagi¬ 
ning he is above all laws , and not bound to obferve them , 

[d3 to 
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[d] Inthe nextverfe (vy.) 1 I>ave not wholly negletied 
the fence of the LXX. who ref err the left claufe to the 
flatterer himfelf: who cannot efcape the hatred of tbofe, 
whom he hath mind by his pernicious praifes, or bafe 
compliances, with all their humours, &c. which is more 
fully expreffed in the following Sentence, v. 6. where I 
have interpreted one part of the verfe by the other . 

[e ] And then feems to follow again, a double admonition 
to Princes , or thofe that govern under them. Fir tt y not 
through lazinefs or contempt to refufe to examine a poor 
man's complaint, and doe him right, v. 7. fecondly, not 
through prophanenefs, pride , or carelejmfs to ficorn ad¬ 
monitions ; efpec tally any warning that is given of dan¬ 
ger v . 8. For when he fays the righteous conli- 

ders the cau(e of the poor, he feems to mean a righ¬ 
teous Prince, or Judge (and fo I have explained it in 
the Faraphrafe) for who elfe is to confider of the din 
(as it is in the Hebrew) the caufe of the poor which is 
to be judged? None , but they 7 and the Advocates who ‘ 
are to plead ift: all which per fins are obliged in confer¬ 
ence, to fearch into the truth of things ; not to be fpa¬ 
ring of their pains (though matters be intricate, though 
the labour be like to be long , though they jhall get noJ 
thing by it) to find out the bottom of a bufmefs : which 
he that refufes to doe , nay, perhaps rejetts the complaint 
of the poor , or beats them off with bugg words ; or, out 
of the hardnefs of his heart , or the love ofeafe, or fear 
of great men, or any other refpeB will not givrtbem ‘ 
audience , or not confider and redrefs their grievance ; 
Solomon pronounces him a wicked, an impious perfon 5 
and accordingly God will proceed againfl him . 

[fj Such men indeed may [corn thefie threatnings, nay , 
laugh at them : but thereby they will endanger the bring - 
ing all things into confufion ; as Solomon obferves in 
the fucceeding words , v. 8. where men of fcorn (a* it 
is in the Hebrew) fignifie fuch as mock at Religion 9 
and at all things that are feriom: whom the LXX. call 
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!\'ofjLoty lawlels, peftilent men ; that regard neither God 
nor man, but onely their own wicked humour: which 
brings the Kingdom or place where they live into the 
greateji danger. (Vhicb we exprefl by the word infuare ; 
and other Tranflat ions by words of the like import: which 

I have exprejfed in the Paraphrafe, but fhall not men¬ 
tion here, becaufe I would have room to tnfert the mojl 
admirable difeourfe of the Lord Bacon upon this verfe. 
tc It may feem ftrange , faith be, (B. VIII. Ad vane, of 
c - Learn, Chap. II. Par. 11 .' that in the deferiptiou 

II of men, made and framed, a*> it were , by naturt 
<c to the ruine and deftruciion of a State, Solomon 
“ hath chofen the charatler not of a proud and inlolent 
<c man , not of a tyrannical^ cruel, not of a rafh 

and violent, not of an impious and lewd, not of an 
u unjufttftfi oppreffive, not'of a kd irious and turbu- 
“ lent, not of an incontinent and voluptuous, no nor 
tc of a fooliftuw/ unable perfon: but of a SCORNER, 
li But this is a judgment moft worthy the wifdom of 
cl that great King, who beft kne w the caufes of the con * 
“ fervation or fubverfton of a Sc ate. For there Is not 
<c commonly the like plague unto Kingdoms and Common- 
“ wealths, as when Counfellors, or Senators, and fuch 
“ as fit at the helm of go vernment, are by nature Icor- 
<( ners. For firft, fuch per fins, that they may win the 
<l reputation of undaunted St ate [men, do ever extemt - 
“ ate the greatmfs of dangers: and infeilt over thofe 
a who give them their juft weight, as timorous and 
“ faint-hearted people. Secondly, feoff at all mature 

cl delays,and meditated debatings of matters by confulta - 
“ tion and deliberation , as a thing too much taftingof an 
oratory vein , and full of tedioufnefs ; but nothing con - 
“ ducing to the fum and ijfue of bufinefs . As for Fame 
V ("thirdly) at which a Princes Counfels jhould efpeci - 
ally level, they contemn it as the fpittle of the vulgar, 
u and a thing that will quickly be blown over. The pow- 
n $r and authority of Laws (fourthly) they regard not 

’ Cl 
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“ at all ; but look Upon them as Cob-webs, that ought 
tl not to flop matters of confequence. Fifthly, counfels, 
u and precautions , fore feeing of events afar off ‘ they 
* rejeB as mere dreams and melancholy apprehenflons. 
tc Sixthly, men truly prudent , and well feen in affairs , 
€t of great refolution and counfel , rfejy defame with gibes 
<c jefts . a word , overturn all 

<c the foundations 0} civil Government: which is the 
ic fa be attended , becaufe they fecretly undermine 
u it, and do not affault it by open force , it is a 

<c praEUce which is not yet fo fufpefled among men , 
ct it deferves. 

tg] latter end of the next verfe (v. 9.) /Zwe referr 
to the fool, to the wife man. re/err it 

to the fool underft and it two rr/jjy/, war/? £0 rfo fame pur - 
Sow? the fool will alway be angry or de¬ 
ride, fo that the wife man cannot put in a word. 
Others thus , the wife man fliall be either irritated, or 
derided by the fool perpetually. As much as to fay , 
he fhall get nothing , if he contend with a fool y but either 
to be derided or provoked to anger by him. This lhave 
taken fome notice of in my Paraphrafe : but the other , 
being the tnoft common opinion , that he fpeaks of the 
way of a wife mans dealing with a fool , 1 have prin¬ 
cipally regarded. And the Lord Bacon hath made this 
very pertinent reflexion upon it (in the forenamed Book 
and place Varab. 3.) which it will be profitable to fet 
down here . u It is accounted a wife rule , not to contend 
“ with our betters: but it is a no lefs ufefulladmoni- 
“ tion y which Solomon here gives us } not to contend 
“ with a worth] efsper(bn;n?/ww we cannot meddle with - 
“ all,but upon difadvantageous terms. For to overcome, 
“ is no victory ; but to be conquered a foul dilgrace. 
“ And it is all one , in the management of this c on ten- 
u tion , whether we deal fometime in a jefting way with 
him , and fometime in a way of difdain and fcorn. 
“ For which way fever we turn , we fall come off 

u with 
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“ with the lofs of our credit , and not be able handfome - 
: l ly to di[engage our [elves. But the worft of all is, 
f< when the perfon with whom we contend bath fome- 
“ thing of the fool in him (as Solomon [peaks) That 
u i* y if he be both mtkfcand wilfull: have fpme heart, 
<c but no brain. 

[h] The tenth verfe I have expounded of a Magiftrate, 
that bath the courage to make inquifition after , and 
profecute notorious offenders: andy in the latter part of 
it, have put two fences together. As I have done alfo 
in the next fv. u.) where the word Ruach, Spirit, 
being differently interpreted , hath produced feveral ex¬ 
po fit ions. For fome take it to fignifie anger ; others to 
fignifie words, or the fence of the mind. They that 
take it for anger, expound it thus, A fool Ihews all his 
anger immediately, bat a wife man keeps itin, till he 
hath a fitting opportunity, to exprefs it mod: to pur* 
poie. If we under(t and it of words, the fence is \ a fool 
blurts out every thing that comes in his head, but a 
wife man fpeaks onely as much as is neceflary. If it 
fignifie the fenfe of the mind, then this is the meanings 
a fool utters all that he knows; but a wife man con¬ 
ceals many things. But the great perfon before named 

(in the fame Chapter Parab. if.) thinks none of tbefe 
hit the mark. <c For this Parable , faith be , corretls 
“ principally , not the futility of vain men, who utter 
“ eafily as well what ought to be kept fecrct , a* what 
tc may be fpoken ; nor the bold liberty of fitch as with - 
“ out diferetion and judgment , fly upon all men and up- 
H on all matters ; nor talkativeneG, which troubles o- 
<e tbers even to a fitrjeit ; but another vice more clofe 
<c and retired , viz. that government ofdijeourfe, which 
u of all other is not prudent and politick. And that is, 
u when a man lo orders his difeourfe, in privatecon- 
u ferences; as whatsoever is in his mind, which he 
<c conceives any way pertinent to his purpofe, out it 
** comes at on ce 3 and, as it were in one breath, and in a 

41 continued 
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u continued fpeech. 'This is that which doth much pre- 
tc judice bufinefs. For firft a fpeech broken off by in - 
“ ter locutions, and infilled by parts, penetrates deeper 
iC than that which is continued: lecaufe that in a con - 
44 tinned difcourfe the weight of things is not precifely 
u and difiinBly taken ; nor by fame convenient paufes 
“ fuffered to fix: but one reafon drives out another y 
44 before it be thoroughly fettled in the mind of the hearer . 
44 Secondly, there is no man mafler of fuch powerful! 
44 and happy eloquence, as to be able , at the very firfi 
u dafh 7 as we fpeak, to fir ike him dumb and altogether 
44 fpeechlefs, with whom he difcourfes: but be will have 
“ fomething to anfwer, and perhaps to object on the 0- 
41 ther fide . And then it falls out that thofe things, 
u which jhould have been referved for replication and 
44 refutation, being difclofed already and tafted before - 
41 hand by this vnadvifed anticipation , quite lofe their 
44 firength and their grace. Thirdly, if a man do not 
44 pour out all he bath to fay at once y but deliver him - 
<l felf by parcels^ now one things and anon cafting in 
44 another ; he Jhall perceive by the looks and the anjwer 
44 of him, with whom he difcourfes, bow every particu- 
44 lar paffage ajfeBs him, and what acceptance they find 
44 with him : fo as what is yet remaining to be fpoken y 
44 he may with the greater caution y either fupprefs t 
41 or feleft what is to his purpofe. Thus that great 
perfon: who herein hath followed the LXX. who ex- 
prefs the fence , rather than tranfiate the words , in this 
manner \ a man void of undemanding brings out his 
whole mind: but a wife man dilpenles it part by 
part. 

II i ] The like obfervation he makes upon the next verfe fv. 
12.) where by lyes, or words of falfliood (as the He¬ 
brew hath it) the LXX. truly underfiand *'oy>v 
an unjufl: report, that hurts our neighbour by calumnies , 
or fa Ife accusations (as the word commonly fignifiesin Scri¬ 
pture, particularly Pial Lll) unto which if a Ruler 
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lend his ear , he will never want lewd Informers or ra¬ 
ther Slanderers in his Court to work upon that inclina¬ 
tion. Melanfthon hath objerved upon this verfe , that 
the love of lyes {as he tranflatesit) comprehends a great 
many vices : according as there are divers forts of lyes : 
which are all repugnant to that eminent Vertue 0/Truth; 
in which a Prince ought to excelf viz . vanity cr perfi- 
dioufnefs, breach of promifes, calumnies, fufpici- 
ons, fophiftry ; which defends bad caufes by colourable 
pretences to pieafe great men ; and perfwades the Prince 
by plaufible arguments , that he is tied to no rules ; un¬ 
to any of which if a Prince be inclined ; his Minifters 
will not fail to make him break his word perpetu¬ 
ally ; to abufehim with falfe ftories ; to inf life into his 
mind unjujl fifpicions ; and to find colours for any 
thing , though never fo wicked : of all which he gives 
examples. 

But none hath opened this Parable comparably to the Lord 
Bacon, in the place before-mentioned (Parab. 13J 
“ where be takes it for an eafie credulous temper , in a 
IC Prince , to believe Detrattors and Sycophants with - 
u out examination . Prom whence proceeds fuch apefti- 
g< lential breathy as in feels and corrupts all his Ser- 
u vants . For forne of them feel out the fears and jea- 
“ loufies of the Prince , and increafe them by fiftitiom 
u tales. Others , awake andftir up the furies 0/envy ; 
<c efpecially agdinft allthofe that are heft deferving in the 
“ State. Others feek to wajh array their own guilt, and 
tc the ftainof a foul confeience, by defaming better men . 
<c Others promote the fuits of their friends , and their 
ct preferments , by traducing and debafing the merit of 
<c their competitors . Others compofe fabulous reprefen- 
<c rations of their enemies , as if they were upon a ft age ; 
tC and innumerable fuch like . And thefe are the arts of 
tC fuch of the Princes Servants , as are of a more wick- 
u difpofttion. As for thofe , who are by nature better 
ci inclined , jtfrf by education more civilized, when they 
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“ perceive their innocence to be no fafe faniluary (thtir 
“ Prince not knowing how to diftinguijh between truth 
u and faljhood) they put off the probity of their mdn- 
w ners y and accommodate themfdves alfo to the air of 
“ the Conrty and are carried about therewith , in a 
u fervile manner. For (£4 Tacitus faith of Claudi- 
<c usj there is nofafety w ith that Prince, into whofe 
14 mind all things are conveyed, as it were by infu- 
“ fion 2 nd direction from others. And Comines 
u faithvery welly It is better to be fervant to a Prince 
“ whofe fufpicions have no end, than to one whole 
il credulity hath no meafure. 

After this , t her t follows in the next verfe but one, another 
Admonition to Princes , v. 14. And then a double Ad - 
monition to private ParentSy to take care of the good e- 
ducation of their Children ; a* the heft way to make a 
Kingdom happy, and to prevent the increafe of wicked - 
nefs. About which he interpofes an Obfervaiion between 
thefe two • in the explanation of all which verfes, 1 
have had fome refpetf to the LXX. without any injury 
to our Tranflation . 

[k] And jo I have done in the next v. 18. where by v id- 
on or rather prophecy they under ft and Ignynnsy an ex¬ 
pounder of the Laws of God to the people ; which was 
the office of the Prophets: who had a great ftroke alfo 
in the Government (as Melanfthor, obferves) and by 
their counfeUy when they were followed, made the King¬ 
dom flourtjbing. As Elifha for about 70 years govern¬ 
ed the coitnfels of their Kings in t he grcatejl calamities ; 
particularly in the fiege 0/'Samaria: After whofe death 
the Kingdom indured not much above an 100 years, 
agitated by perpetual feditions . Thm Efaiah, by his 
com ft Is, moderated the calamities of Judah for feveral 
years : after which followed the ruin of the Nation ; in 
which notwithftandingy by the coitnfels of Jeremiah a 
good part of the people were faved. From fuch examples y 
faith he } rre may gather , that wbeii prophecy ceafed y 
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the people were fcattered (fo be tr(inflates the word Pa¬ 
ra) becaufe for want of wholfome Counfelburs there fol¬ 
lows in Empires ftrifes of ambition, and [editions, 
which all tend to utter ruin : yet the fccond part of 
this fentence, faith he, admonifhes hs, that a remnant 
Jhould be fafe in their difperfions, viz. fuch as kept the 
Divine Doilrine. For want of which God takes awaiy 
mens inf ruder s, when they are not obedient to wholfome 
precepts. So the LXX. t ran fate this verfe {minding 
the fence rather than the words • there is no expounder 
of the Law, to a wicked lawlefs Nation, &c. God 
ftrips them even of their teachers \ as fome tranfiate the 
word Para, perifj: which hath various fignifications, 
mofl of which I have exprejfed in the Paraphrafe j be- 
caufe they all agree well enough to this place. 

[ 1 ] There is anexpofiticn of the next words , v. 19. which 
would be very natural , if the Wife man jpoke onely of 
the commands of Mafters to their Servants ; which they 
pretend fmetime not to hear , that they may not doe as 
they are bidden. But he fpeaks of their not amending 
the faults, of which they have been already told: which 
is not the quality of all fervants; and therefore 1 have 
faid a flave. * Or elfe we muft interpret it, as the LXX\ 
do of o'tum <t*ah#V, a ftubborn, obftinate fervant; 
whofe heart is hardened againfi all words that can be 
fpohen to him, good or bad. 

Cm] But I muft make no more glojfes,for fear of prolong¬ 
ing this Preface too much beyond its juft bounds. And 
therefore I jhalI conclude it, with the Lord Bacon s ob~ 
fervation upon v 21. (where the LXX . have exprejfed 
but a little part of the fence ] “ that both Princes and 
u private Matters, jhould keep a mean in the difpenja - 
u tion of their grace ami favour towards fervants ; 
0 which mean is threefold. Firft , that Servants be 
- “ promoted by fteps {ordegrees} not by leaps. Second- 
u ly , that they be now and then accuftomed to repul- 
“ fes, Ihirdly (which Machiavel well advifes) that 

^ they 
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“ they have ever in their fight before them,lomething 
** whereunto they may further afpire. For unlefs 
41 tbefe courfes be taken, in raifing of Servants , Princes 
lt frail inftcad of thankfulI acknowledgments , and du- 
u tifull obfervance i be repaid with nothing but difiain 
,c and contumacy . For from fudden promotion , arifes 
il infolenee; from confi ant attainment op their define, 
H proceeds impatience of being denied ; and there be - 
4t ing nothing remaining that they can further wifr , ala- 
t( crity and induftry will ceafe . 


i. TJE that being often reproved, having 

A A hardeneth his neck, [had received fre- 

/"»»»■ • /i 1 1 . nir'-rif- tvrvrnnfc 


Suddenly be defiroyed , and tb.it V ™ ,wroofs fron J 
wit boat remedy. perhaps correct,ons 

from God, will not yield in the lead, but abfolutely refu- 
ieth to be guided by them, and fubmit unto them ; is in 
danger to fall, and that on a fudden, into utter and irre- 
pairable ruin. See Arg. [*]• 

2. When the righteous are in 
authority , the people rejoyce ; but 
when the wicked beareth rule , the 
people mourn . 

Kingdom is happy; but when an ungodly man rules, the 
wicked get into places of truft; and make the people mi- 
ferably groan under their oppreflions. See Arg. [b ]. 


2. When juft and 
mercifuIlGovernours 
make vertuous men 
grow numerous , 
(XXVIII. 28.) a 


3. tvhofo loveth wifdom , rejoy- 3. A young man 

whofe love of wif¬ 
dom and vertue, pre- 
ferves his body as 
pure as his mind, 
and his eft ate as intire as both, gives the greateft joy to 
his Father: As on the contrary, nothing can be a greater 
grief to him, than to lee his Son fo lottilh, as to main¬ 
tain a company of harlots; whole covetoufnels being 
as unfatiable as their lull, devoureth all that he hath. See 
Arg. [r ]. 

Y 2 4. The 


ceth his father : but he that keep - 
eth company with harlots , fpendeth 
his fubftance. 
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4. The king by judgment jiablt- 4- A King that ad- 
jheth the land: but he that receiv- niinifters Juftice ex- 

eth gifts, overthrown it. fal!° rlor^L 

Kingdom to a good eftate, though it ha th been before in great 
dilbrder: But he who, having no refpe6t to equity and right, 
takes the moft illegal courfes to inrich himfelf, fubverts it 

utterly j though it be never lo well fettled. See Arg. [ c ]. 

* 

5. A man that Jlattereth his 5. He that fooths 

neighbour fpreadeth a net for his U P his neighbour, by 

commending all that 
J ' he doth, though ne¬ 

ver fo djreftly againft his intereft, is lo far from being his 
friend, as he imagines, that he is a traitour rohim*, and 
leads him unawares into fuch dangers, that when he finds 
himfelfperplexed in them, he will treat that flatterer as lus 
greateft enemy. See Arg. [df \ 

6 . In the tranfgreffion of an evil 6. A naughty man 
man there is a fnare: but the righ - hattr an heavy heart 

leotts doth fmg and rejnyce . himlafundone^^y 

thole very arts, whereby he thought to have ruin’d others: 
but pious men are always cheerfull, nay, full of joy ; both 
to think that they are in lafe and lecure ways, and to lee 
the evil doer caught in his own wickednels. 


7. The righteous considereth the 
caufe of the poor: but the wicked 
regardeth not to know it. 


7. A righteous 
man, when he is in 
authority, not onely 
readily receives, and 
patiently weighs, the complaints ofthe pooreftperfon; bur 
is at the pains to ftudy his caufe, that he may tully under¬ 
stand it and doe him right, though he rhereby incurr harred 
to himfelf from the adverfe party : but a wicked man will 
not attend unto ir, or not ule clue care to be well inftrufted 
in it. SceAiV,. [c \ 

8. Scorn full men bring a city 
into a fnare: but wife men turn a- 
way wrath. 


8. There are no 
greater fools than 
^corners, who by 
laughing at all things 


js 

feripus, whether (acred or civil, put a Kingdom into com 

bullion, 
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bullion, when it isdifpofed to be quiet; nay, turn things top- 
fy turvy, and indanger its utter ruin, unlefsgood and cauti¬ 
ous men prevent it; who by their piety, turn away the di¬ 
vine vengeance; and by their prudence and other vertues, 
divert the fury of men, which thofe fcorjiers have raifed. 
See Arg. [/} 

9. If a wife man contendethxvith 9. Let a man be 

a foolifl) man, whether he rage or never 1° wife, it is to 

laugh, there is no reft. no purpofe for him 

a to difpute or to enter 

into any conteft with an obflinatefool: for which way (oe- 
verhe deal with him, whether roughly or gentfy, whether 
angrily, or pleafantly, there will be no end of the eontro- 
verfie; but the fool will dill have the lafl word; nay, it is 
well if he do not either reftlefly rage, or laugh one to fcorn. 
See Arg. [g J 


10. The bhod-thirfly hate the io.Menenormout 

Upright : but the juft feek his fiuL h wicked who flick 

not to kill thofe that 
oppofe their defires, above all others hate and would deftroy 
an upright Magillrate; whofe integrity makes him courage- 
oufly endeavour to bring them to condign punifhment: but 
fuch a perlon, all vertuous men love the more heartily, and 
labour to defend and preferve from their violence; or to re¬ 
venge his death, ifhefhould perifhby them. See Arg. [A]. 


11. A fool utter etb alibis mind: ir. A fool is fo in- 

but a wife man keepeth it in rillaf- confiderately tran- 

terwards. f P orted b y bis JP*n«- 

on, or conceit of him- 

felfj that when he comes to treat of any bufinefs, he can 
put no (top to his dilcourfe; but runs on, till he hath pour¬ 
ed out all that he thinks upon that Subjefl: but a wife man 
reprefles the heat and lorwardnefs of his fpirit, that he may 
paufe and take time, to declare his mind, not altogether, 
but by parcels. See Arg. [£]. 

12. If a ruler hearken to lyes , all 12. A Prince who 

bis fervants are wicked. hearkens to the falfe 

fuggeflions of thofe, 
that tell him he may doe what he pleafes, or who eafi-r 
ly believes, without any examination, all the (lories and 

V 3 acci^ 
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accufations that are brought him againft others; fills his 
whole Court with fo many wicked men, that it is hard to 
find an honeft Minifter or Officer among them. See Arg. [ i ], 


i The poor and the deceit full 13* The world is 

man meet together: the LORD made up of feveral 

Ikhtneth both their eyes . forts of men: ofpoor, 

* for inltance, who are 

fain to borrow, and of rich who lend them money, and per¬ 
haps opprefs them: but thefe would all agree well enough, 
when they meet together, ifthey would but confider, that 
there is one LORD who makes the Sun tofhine equally 
on all; and who intends all fhould live happily, though 
in an unequal condition. See XXII. 2. 


14. 7 l)e king that faithfully 14 -A King that 

judgeth the poor, his throne (1hall be adminifters juftice e- 

eftablilhedfor ever. ^ 1 j a ^ 1SSi, l ’ 

J J J 1 eos, and cannot be 

moved by the power or intereftofthe greateft perfonsto de¬ 
ny it to the meaneft ; but faithfully and fincerely fets him- 
felf to help the poor to their right, or to defend them from 
violence and wrong; takes the fureft courfe to fettle him- 
felfin the afleftions of his people, and continue his King¬ 
dom for many generations. 


15. The rod and reproof give 15* The way to 

wifdorn: but a child left to himfelf, roake a Child wile 

bringetb bis mother to fhame. an , vert . u °u s > e not 

0 1 onely to lnltruct him 

in his duty, but to check him when he is in fault; and that 
not merely by reproof, but by the fharp difcipline of the 
rod, when the other will doe no good: for if he be left to 
follow his own will, or rather to wander after his own in¬ 
clinations without liich reftraints, he will prove, in all like¬ 
lihood, a dilgrace to his mother, by whot'e indulgence he 
was fpoiled; nay, fly perhaps in her face, and openly re¬ 
proach her. X. i. 


16. When the wicked are multi- 16. When the 
plied, tranfgreffion increafetb: but wicked grow nume- 

the rigbteoM (hall fee their fall. rous > b V g rovvil ?g 

great ^.2. men take 

the greater licenfe to tranlgrels; and vvickednefs increafes 

by 
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by having authority on its fide: but let not the righteous 
hereby be difoouraged; for the wickeder men are, the fhorter 
is their reign; and they that preferve their vertuefhallhave 
thepleafure to behold their downfall. 

17. Correttthy fon, and he jhall J 7 - It may feem 
give tbee reft : yea y be [hall give jnolt: forthy eafe to 

correction or reproof; but let me advife thee to put thy 
felf to this trouble, to fave thy felf a greater (viz. many an¬ 
xious and reftlefs thoughts, which his ill doing will raife 
in thee) or rather to give thy felf the higheft delight, when 
by thy care of his education, he proves a great ornament 
unto thee. 

18. Where there is n& viftonfhe 18. Where there 
people per iff): but he that keepeth are none to inftruft 

the law happy is he. r " e p ? op .j e ’ an fJ, ex * 

* pound the Will of 

God unto them, they firft grow idle and carelefs, and then 
run into alllicentioufoefs; till, growing refrattary and un¬ 
governable, they be abandoned by God to deftruftion: 
but when they are not onely well taught, but al(o ftri&ly 
obferve the Laws of God, they remain in a profperous and 
happy condition. See Arg. [ kj. 

19. A fervant will not be cor - 19. A Slave, and 

retted by words: for though he un- he that is of a (ervile 

derfland. he will not anfwer. nature, is not to be 

J amended by reafon 

and perfwafions; no, nor by reproofs, or threats: for, tho’ 
he hear, and underftood too, what you fay, yet he will not 
obey, till he be forced unto it by blows. See Arg.f/]. 

20. Seeft thou a man that is ha - 20. Obferve it when 

fty in bis words? there is more y° u will, you fhall 
hope of a fool than of him. commonly find that 

1 ' 9 he who rs forward 

tofpeaktoabufinefs, before his betters, or before he under¬ 
hand it, or hath confidered it, is fo conceited of himlelf, 
that a man wholly ignorant, may fooner be rightly in¬ 
formed, than he who is fo well pfcrfwaded of his ovvn fut- 
ficiency. 

Y 4 


21. He 
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21, He that delicately bringeth 21. It is fo hard for 

Ud y {hall a man of bafe condi- 
at tion, to bear afudden 
preferment handlom- 
ly,that it is dangerous 
to exprels too much kindneli to a Servant at the very firft; 
by feeding him delicately, clothing him finely, or indul¬ 
ging him too much eale, liberty and familiarity: for this 
is the way to make him lawcy, if not contumacious; nay, 
to domineer and take upon him, as if he were a Son, and 
perhaps indeavour to dilinherit the Heir of the Family. See 
Arg.OJ. 


up his fervant from a chi 
have him become his fun 
length „ 


22. An angry man ftirreth up 22 . A man prone 

firifcy and a furious, man aboundetb t( J anger is very trot;- 
in tranfgrejlion. blefome and unpeace- 

quarrel about trifles: and, as he offends very often, lo, if he 
let it proceed to rage and fury, he falls into abundance of 
fins; Doth in word and deed, againftGod, and againft his 
heighbour. 


23. A mans pride (l)all bring 23* Proud and con- 

him low • but honour fhall uphold tumelious behaviour 

the humble in fpirit. infteadI of procuring 

1 men relpect, throws 

them into the contempt and hatred of all; and at laft into, 
deftruftion: but he whole meek and lowly mind makes 
hirp kind and obliging, fhall be highly efteemed; and the 
efteem he hath (hall be his luppott, when others fall to 
rujn. 


14. tvhofo is partner with a 24. He that par- 

tbief hateib bis own foul: be hear- ta kes with a thief, 

etbcurftng . and bewrayetb it not. harbouring hint 
J 0 ^ when he is purlued, 

or by receiving ftoln goods, err, hath the fame guilt upon 
him with the thief himlelf; and as he hath put his own life 
in danger tofave the thief’s, fo this will engage him to run 
his foil into greater danger, to lave his life; for being ad¬ 
jured to difeover what he knows, he will go near to for- 
(wear himlelf; for fear of being handed, 


Thi 
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if. The fear of man bringetb a 23. As all inordi- 

fnare ; but xvhofo puttetb his truft nate ^ ear bereaves a 

tn the LORD , (hallbe fafe. 11110 01 C( junlel and 

J power to Iielp him- 

feir; fo he that (lands in too great fear of what men can 

doe unto him, will beinfnared in many fins, and perilsal- 

fo, to avoid their difpleafure: but he that confides in the 

Lord, hath his wits always about him, and, being railed 

above fuch low confiderations, preferves his integrity; and 

that, by God’s good providence over him, will preferve 

him in fafety. 

26. Many fee k the rulers fa - 26. There are mul- 

vour , but every mans judgment ti tu d es of men, who 

cometh from the LORD. ? re am bitions 

J known to their 

Prince, and obtain his favour for honour and preferment; 
but few remember that there is a greater Lord than he, 
the Sovereign of all the world, whofe grace and favour 
fliould be principally fought: for He determines and or¬ 
ders what every mans portion (hallbe; and will both 
judge of mens deferts better than any earthly King can do; 
and deal with them according as they behave themlelves, 
in that condition wherein they are. 


21 .An unjuft man is an abomi¬ 
nation to the juft : and he that is 
upright in the way> is abomination 
to the wicked. 


27. There is fucS 
a perfeft antipathy 
between vertue ana 
vice, that all truly 


good men extreme¬ 
ly abominate him that doth mifehief in the world, though 
he be never fo great and powerfull: as, on the contrary, 
the evil doer hath every man that behaves himfelf upright¬ 
ly, though never fo ufefull, in utter abhorrence and dete¬ 
ction. 


The END of the THIRD PART 





A Parapbrafe on Chap. XXX 



CHAP. XXX. 
ARGUMENT. 

[a] This Chapter contains a new Collection of pithy Say¬ 
ings ; which fome fanfie to be Solomon/: and therefore 
tranflate the two firft words , thus ; the words of the 
Colledtor, or gatherer. But why Solomon flmld call 
himfelf by thii name, and alfo , inftead of the Son ofDa- 
M\&,ftyle himfelf the Son of Jake, y eems to me unaccoun¬ 
table . And therefore it is mft reafonable to follow our 
Tranjlation (unto which the wifeft of thofe that adhere 
to the Vulgar, are forced to confent, as rnoft literal) and 
to look upon this Chapter as a Fragment of fome wife Sen¬ 
tences, delivered by one whofe name was Agur, and bn 
‘Father's name Jake : unlefs we will conceive that this 
Son 0 /Jake ( whofoever be was) had gotten the name of 
Collector ; becaufe, though he was a very wife man , yet 
he compofed nothing himfelf: but onely gathered out of 
other wife mens works , facb inftrutlions as he thought 
moft profitable , and comprifed i in a few words, a great 
deal offence . 

tb] Which conjecture if it be admitted, nothing can bet¬ 
ter explain his declaiming the title of a Wile man 
( v. 2.) which he would not ajfume to himfelf, becaufe be 
was onely a Collector from other Authors , and did 
not pretend to have difcovered or invented any thing 
himfelf 

But take it how we will, fome of his Obfervations are 
here annexed to the Proverbs of Solomon ; after 
the manner of other Writings of this nature. In 
which (as MelanCthon notes) the greater part of a 
Book belonging to one Author, fome notable fpeeches of 
others have been inferred: as fome of the Sibyllin Ver- 
fes , they fay , were into the Poem 0/Phocyllides. 
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[c] And tbefe words of Agur are called Mafia, which we 
tranjlate Prophecy, either to denote the weightinefs of 
the Sentences ; or that they were culled and feletted out 
of fome work of his i then remaining in their records , 
as fit (in the judgment of the men of Hezekiah, who 
perhaps extracted them) to accompany the Proverbs of 
bolomon. And they feem to me to be Anfwers to ft- 
veral Sue ft ions propounded to him by his Scholars, L 
thiel (who was the principal ) and Ucal: who came to 
him , as if he had been an Oracle, to be refolved in fome 
hard doubts: inking him in the firft place, juft as they 
did Apollo of old (as AbenEzra conjectures) Who was 
the wileft man? To which be replies, v. i. He that is 
fenfible of his own ignorance : much like the faying of 
Socrates, This onely I know, that I know nothing : 
and d/'Pythagoras, whoalfo refufed the name of Wile; 
which made much for the reputation of his wifdorn. 

CdJ Vpon this fub j eft Agur inlarges , v. 3,4. wifhing his 
Scholars , efpecially Ithiel (who J fuppofe askt the quefti - 
on in the name of the reft) to be fenfible how imperfett 
all humane knowledge is ; by confidering how little or 
nothing we know of the works of God , which none can 
underftand (though they be perpetually before our eyes) 
but he alone that made them. And therefore advifes 
him to make it his principal ftudy , to underftand what 
belonged to his own duty (which u the be ft part of know* 
ledge) v. 5. and herein alfo to be content with what 
God hath revealed ; and not pretend to be wifer than 
He hath made w 9 6. 

C e] After which, he gives Anfwers ( as I take it, unto 0- 
ther queftions, which Ithiel propounded to him . And 
firft about Prayer. For Agur having repreffed their bufie 
humour of inquiry into all manner of things , had raift 
ed, we may juppofe , fome devotion in his Scholars hearts ; 
which made them defire to be directed in it. And he 
gives them moft wife advice, v.7, 8 . to be very cautious 
what they prayed for 5 juft as in Plato (Alcibiad. 2. ) 
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we find Socrates giving Alcibiades inftruftions about 
this, at a principal part of vertue\ in the practice of 
which,he tells him,there had need tobe thegreateft care, 
left we imprudently ask thofe things that are not good for 
ns. But he could not give Alcibiades fuch directions a- 
bout this matter , as Agur here gives Ithiel and the reft 
of his Scholars. Whom he informs , that the true know¬ 
ledge of God is the chiefeft good ; and therefore to be 
defired in the fir ft place, above all other goods: and then 
(according to our Saviours rule, in after-times) having 
fir ft fought the things that belong to Religion, he direct s 
them to beg of God moderate defires of all earthly things ; 
believing that we are fafer in a mediocrity , or middle 
eft ate, than either in fulnefs or in want . To which pur- 
pofe Melandthon and others have gathered together ma¬ 
ny fayings out of other Writers. But none have given 
fuch reafons for this choice of a middle ftate, m this 
wife man , v. 9. 

CO 4fter which, be feems to anfxvcr a queftion, which I- 
tliiel propounded about moral vertue: ivbich having keen 
largely treated of by Solomon, he onely gives him one 
caution again ft bar d-heartednefs to Slaves and Servants > 
v. 1 o. of which the Hebrew Nation were generally very 
guilty , and thereby unmeet for that favour which they 
beggd of God in their Prayers\ which ought to have 
Jifpofed them to be favourable unto others. 

C gH And then he gives the char after of four forts of men , 
who are execrable unto God \ and therefore ought to be 
avoided by all thofe that would be good, v. 11, 12, I 
14. which I muft pafs by without any further account 
of them, but what I have given in the Parapbrafe: be- 
caufa the fifteenth verfe hath much difficulty in it, and 
therefore requires fame time to be /pent in opening it. 
Bochartus thinks to filve fame of the difficulty by gi¬ 
ving a new fignification of the word Aluka. But all In¬ 
terpreters, in a manner, taking it for that thick worm 
in wqterijh places, which we call an horfe-kech, I da n 

think 
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think ft to for fake oar Jranfiation .* wr fa re/err r/;* 
beginning of the verfe to that immediately foregoing (as 
fomedo y in this manner \ detra&ors can no more leave 
off evil fpeaking, than the horfe-leech leave off fuck¬ 
ing, &c.) but rather to thofe words immediately follow¬ 
ing in this fame verfe ; which, mtwithftanding, / take 
to have fome connexion with all the four foregoing , as l 
have exprejfed it in the Faraphrafe. For it feems to me 
to be an Anfwer to feme fitch gueftion as this (which 
the Difciples had propounded to their Mafter Agur, af¬ 
ter the manner of enigmatical difeourfes or riddles) 
what is mod unfatiable? which he chufes to give an ac¬ 
count of in this place ; the better to reprefent the na¬ 
ture oj thofe wicked men he bad fpoken of before : efpe - 
a ally of the two lad; the proud; and the tyrannical 
or extortioner \ whofe defires are a gulf that can ne¬ 
ver be filled . 

And at the fir ft he feems to have thought but of two things^ 
viz. the grave and the barren womb; which might be 
called the daughters 0/ the horfe-leech, becaufe they are 
fo perfectly of the like nature , in regard of their un- 
fatiablenefs. But he prefently adds another; nay y a 
fourth came into his mind, as no left greedy : viz. the 
thirdy earth {which in thofe hot Countries fucks up all 
the rain as faft a* it falls, though never fo much) and 
the fire, which devours all the Jewel that is laid upon 
it. And this he exprejfes after the manner of the He¬ 
brews : who intending to mention four things or more, 
ft par ate them at firft , and begin with a leffer number ; 
and proceed then to all that they defigned. There are 
many examples of it in L Amos 3, j, 9, &c. and here 
in this Book of Proverbs, VI . 16. and below in this 
Chapter , v. 18, 1 r, &c. Indeed there is no example 
like this, where the fentence begins with two, and then 
fays three, and then four: but that might be ufual of 
which we have no ex aft example 5 and therefore I do not 
look upon this as a Jufficiwt objeffion, againft this way 



3 34 A Paraphrafe on Chap. XXX.. 

of explaining this verfe. Which the LXX. hath taken, 
in the Roman Edition ; which runs thus , the horfe- 
leech hath three beloved daughters, and thefe three 
are never fatisfied : and there is a fourth that feith 
not, it fufficeth. 

There are tbofe who compare certain vices , with thefe four 
unfatiable things , and not ineptly : the defire of re¬ 
venge, to the grave 5 libidinous defires, to the barren 
womb ; covetoufneis (or rather drunkennefi )to the thir¬ 
ty earth ; and ambition to the devouring fire. And it is 
eafie to fl?erv, how fitly all thefe are refembled to the horfe- 
leech : it being the vulgar faying , that harlots (for in 
fiance) are the horfe-leeches of young men, fucking 
all their money from them , and exhaufting their bodies 
too . And the Servant in Plautus, when be was about 
to rob the Chefis of the two old men, fays, jam ego me 
vortara in hirudinem, &c. now 1 will turn my felf into 
ahorfe-leech, a?id fuck out their very blond. 

But l forbear fuel? things , becaufe there are others , more 
necejfary to be added for the underfianding the refi of 
the Chapter . 

fti] And that which next follows , v. 17. is a reflection 
upon the firft generation of wicked men(mentioned y v. 1 1.) 
who finned againft the firft Commandment of the fecond 
Table ( as, wc fpeak) and for their rebellion againft 
their Parents were adjudged to death by the Law of 
MQfes,XCT.Exod. is, 17- XXLev. 9. XTC.Deut 18. 
And to make them more deteftable, their carkafes per¬ 
haps were thrown into fame loth fame places , called the 
valley of carkafes, or dead bodies (XQ 7 .Jer. 40 .) and 
the valley of crows (as Bochartus conjectures) or 
ravens ; whom the Wife man here faeaks of And be- 
fades this , they who abufed their Parents , being of a 
v'lllaxnom nature , were likely to turn Rogues ; and to com¬ 
mit Robberies , Afurtbers , Treafons, er fucb like horrid 
crimes: which would bring them to the gallows (as we 
fpeak) or fame fuel? infamous death. 7 k Jews indeed 
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might not fuffer the body of one that was hang 4 , after 
he bad been put to death y to remain upon the gibbet , 
beyond the evening of that day y wherein he was execu¬ 
ted. But they were not forbidden to 1 st him lie mhu- 
riedy in fome polluted place , when he was taken down: 
And in fome cafes,we find x they did let dead bodies hang 
a long time, as we reade 2 San a. XXL And therefore 
Paulus Fagius (upon XX Exod. 12.) expounds thefe 
words of Agur after this manner ; difobedient chil¬ 
dren fliall come to an ignominious death, and end 
their days by an halter, or other puniflhment; and fo 
become crows meat. But there ism neceffity of tbu 
explication . For we may conceive fuch a wicked perfpn % 
to be drowned by the juft judgment of God upon him ; 
and his body to lie floating on the water ; or to be caft 
on jhore y where the ravens (who frequent the waters) 
come and pick out his eyes ; at which they are obferved 
to fly , fooner than any other part . He might perifti ah 
fo in other Countries, where the infamous pmifhment 
of the gibbet was in ufe; or be (lain in battel; and left 
there to be a prey to beafts and birds . Among which 
the Raven is the rather mentioned^ fome tbink y be- 
caufe the young ones are fo impious (as Voflius fpeaks 9 
L.IIL de IdoI.Ctf/>.8f.) as to fall upon the old ones and 
kill them , when they are hungry (which is affirmed by 
iElian and others) and therefore more fitly employed to 
pick out the eyes of undutifull Children. But 1 look up¬ 
on this as having more of fancy , than folidity in it: for 
ethers , fir the quite contrary reafon y make the Eagles 
here named\ be caufe they are a bird full of piety ; as hath 
been obferved out of Abcn Ezra, by our learned Dr.Ca- 
ftclL whofe difeourfe in his Speech ( in Schol. Theol. 
p. ; 1.) I Jhall here fet down for the explication of one 
word in this verfe ; wherein be differs from all others ; 
which is mp\ This word the Hebrews interpret 
doftrina, and under ft and the verfe thm y the eye that 
defpifeth the doftrine or the leflfon of his mother, &c. 

But 
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But there is noknown root in their language from whence 
to derive this ftgnification of it: and therefore thatDo- 
ftor, out of the neighbouring languages, tranflates it 
rather feniam, old age; which is mofl agreeable to the 
fence of the place . For that which is defpifed by the eye 
is fame corporal defett (as crookednefs, wrinkles, (ha- 
king of the head, &c % and fuch like things which at- 
tend old age) not any thing belonging to the mind. And 
be fide s, faith be, it better agrees with what follows of the 
Eagles young ones picking out fuch an eye: for they 
are obferved to bear a regard to their ancients, and to 
have a kind of piety in them . 

[i] In the next words , (v. 18,19, 10.) he rtfolves ano¬ 
ther riddle , they put to him ; which was tbit: what 
things are moft obfcure and unaccountable, though 
ordinary and common? of which 1 have given tbebejl 
explication 1 could in the Paraphrafe ; but cannot fur¬ 
ther explain here , without making this Preface (which 
tnuft neceffarily be longer than ordinary , unlefs I fhould 
give no account of fever al things in the following verfes 
which require explication) a great deal too much ex¬ 
ceed the proportion which belongs to it . 

£k] Next to thefe fourinfcrutable things, he fabjoyns four 
more , which are very grievous, or rather intolerable, 
becaufe of their great indignity , v. 2 r, 12, 2 3. the two 
firft belong to men y and the diflurbance of the Common¬ 
wealth, the two la ft to women , and the diflurbance of 
private Families. And there are reafons peculiar to 
each : ex gr. a Slave is intolerable when he gets the 
Scepter into his hand (as they have done fometimes) 
partly becaufe fuch perfons , being ill bred , generally have 
bafe principles ; and are accuftomed to vile things ; 
and grow infolent by their good fortune: partly , be¬ 
caufe they are full of fears and fifpicions, efpec tally 
that they are defpifed and contemoted ; and therefore be¬ 
lieving they are not loved , they will be feared , and care 
not what cruelties they exercife to keep men under. 

Part 
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Part of which the Jews objeB to thernfelvei in Sche- 
bet Judah; where they bring in a Vhilofopher laying this 
to their charge , that they aft e fling dominion in the City 
of Toledo, proceeded to fuch boldnefs and faminefs , that 
they would openly fir ike Chriflians: which fulfilled , 
faith he, that of Solomon XXX . 21. 

C 1 J The like might be fa id of the other three ; but I {had 
oneiy obferve concerning the I aft, that there being ano¬ 
ther way of explaining it, befides that which is rnofi ob¬ 
vious, J have not omitted it: becaufe the LXX, go that 
way , who thtrs render it. When a fervant maid carts 
her miftrefs out of doors. And there is a third way, 
which I have not mentioned , becaufe it is not fo agree¬ 
able to the words ; when the miftrefs is not expelled, 
but the maid alfo is taken to wife and preferred in 
the husband’s love; ^N.de "Lyra takes it: examples 
of which we have in hiftory, that have proved very fa- 
tal to families. But this Preface, as I faid, would be 
too long if 1 {hould name them \ therefore J pafs to 
the next . 

[ml which feems to be an Anfwer to this Sueftion, 
Quid ert magnum in minimo? What is great in lit¬ 
tle? or rather in theleaft? v . 14,25, 26, &c. where 
he teaches us feveral things : firft not to admire merely 
bodily bulk, ftrength , or beauty ; but rather wifdom, di- 
ligence and fagacity to underftand and purfue our own 
inter eft: fecondly, to admire the wifdom and power of 
God in the fmalleft things : Wthirdly (cu Melandhon 
adds) to reflect upon our own degenerate ft ate, whoneg - 
left our own great eft good ; nay , mind not fe!f-prefer va- 
tion, but rat her A eft roy our felves by vice and wickednefs ; 
and lartly, not to refufe admonition from the brutes . 
Among which , faith he, the Ants teach m induftry, and 
forecoft ; the Rabbits not to attempt any thing above 
cur ftrcigth'y the Locufls, to preferve fociety by in- 
duftry , and not to break it by [edition and difturbanee 
cf the publick order , and the Spider, to ciideavfrit 

Z id 
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to excell in forne art or other . All of them teach us 
not to rely merely on flrength, but to ufe counfel and 
prudence. 

7fetirft and fecond of which reflexions 1 find in St. Chry- 
foflotn, who difcourfes admirably {Horn. XII. ad pop 
Antioch.^. 139.) of the wonderfulnefs of the divine ar¬ 
tifice y which in fo fmall a body cu> that of the Ant, hath 
contrived fuch a perpetual defire of labour. To which 
if we attend, we cannot but receive this Infirucl ion , 

X£'TLlJjtL\d,)uf t ‘i&VJ , QZvyHV iJ'fdyT* 7liv*$ ' llOt tO 

affecft foftnefs and delicacy, nor fly from fweat ami 
labours- And when the Wife wan fends us, faith he , to 

■ learn of thefe little Creatures, he does jufi a* we are wont 
to doe in Families when the greater and the better 

■ fort have offended in any thing, we endeavour to fhame 

• them, by pointing to the little Children, faying, faim t 

<r« 77 wV am&Lto( thiymytfftlv ©-' behold, 
one that is a great deal lefs than thou, how toward- 
ly, how attentive and ready he is, to doe as he is 
bidden. 

[n] But that word which we tranflate Conies, v. 26. 
i which are not fo fmall a Creature, as Solomon here 
fpeaks of, nor make their holes in Rocks) Bochartus hath 
evidently proved fgnifles a Moufe in tbofe Countries 
(whofe hinder legs are longer than the forelegs 1 called by 
r/tf Arabians in their language Aljarbuo; whofe craft l 
have briefly ex pee fed in the Paraphrafe . 

Co} In what is fid of the Locufts affo, v.27. 1 have 
followed him .* who obferves, that to go forth, is a Scrip¬ 
ture pbrafe for making war. In whith the General was 
wont to divide the prey among the Sauldiers , after j 
ViHory: but the Locuds, having no fettled sonfiant 
Commander, divide among themfelves . Yet I have not 
eg ltiled our Tran fat ion, 

[p] Which in the ibr/; verfe hath for fake n the ancient In¬ 
terpreters, who take Semamith, not for a Spider, but 
for a fmall fort of Lizard \from its fpots called ftellio; 

which 
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which vs accounted by all Authors a very crafty Crea¬ 
ture: and to which the char alters here given by Solo- . 
mon do moft properly belong. As the fame Bochartus 
hath jhewn at large L IV. C. 7. de Sacr. Anim. Part 1. 
But if any have a lift to under ft and hereby , forne fort of 
Spider, they mayreade Coelius Secundus his little Book 
called Araneus: In which he reprefonts the wonder full 
wifdom of God , in the ftruBure of this fmall Creature : 
together with its admirable agility , and cunning ; both 
in weaving its webs and nets 5 and in hunting for its 
prey (particularly for young LizzardsJ and in pre- 
ferving it felf ; and its forefenfe of dangers , and of op¬ 
portunities to catch its prey: For inflame, againft rainy 
weather ; when other little.Creatures grow dull in their 
motion and in their fight . In fhort , he obferves 3 that 
as there is nothing , in appearance fo mean , fo abjetl , fo 
* finalf in which the Creatour of ad is not to be adored , 
and whofe ufefulnefs is not very great ; fo there are five 
things which are admirable in that fort of Spider, which 
he defcribes : the inexhauflcd matter which it fpins 
out of fo finall a body ; the wifdom of its contri¬ 
vances; ftrength in fighting; knowledge of the fu¬ 
ture ; and ufefulnefs for medicine. 

[pp] And from all tbefei bur, fome have noted , that an a - 
bridgement may be made of all that is neceffary for the 
confervas ion of a Kingdom in good eft ate: where firft, 
care muft be taken for provifion of food , which we learn 
fi*om the Pilmire; then for fecure and commodious dwel - 
ling, which we learn from the fecond fort of Creature ; 
and then that there be concord and agreement among do - 
me flicks and citizens , which we learn from the third; 
and laftly that labour , induftry and ingenuous arts be in - 
couraged and advanced , which we learn from the fourth, 
[qj After the confederation of thefe four little Creatures , 
of fmall ftrength and contemptible afpeft, he places four 
other which are great , ftately and undaunted y v. 29, 
30, &c. In which there are two confiderable difficulties ; 

Z 2 one 
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one about that word in v. 31. which we tranflate a Grey¬ 
hound (the vulgar a Cock ; though Maldonate inge¬ 
niously conjeflures the true reading in S . Hierom wcu> 
Gallicus can is, which afterward came to be corrupted 
into Gallus) but I take rather for a Horfef as our mar¬ 
gin hath it) being a far braver , and more ftately Crea¬ 
ture than either of thofe ; efpecially when he pranfes , 
and is managed by a good rider. 

*The other is about the lad words of the fame verfe: which 
are the char after he gives of a King (who perhaps is 
immediately placed after the He-goat ; becaufe that 
Creature in Scripture is an Emblem of Majefly VII], 
Dan f. 21. XIV . Ifa. 9. L. Jer. 8, &c ) Alkum im- 
mo which Bochartus tranflates, againft whom none of 
his Subjefts ought to rife. For though many do ; yet 
it is fo contrary to their ditty , and fo dangerous , that 
he therefore calls him Alkum, againft whom none a- 
rifes. So Pallas was called by the Phznicians, Ela 
Alkuma, the Goddefs amongft whom none made infur- 
re&ion. And the City /wBoeotia that was facredto her 
(floe being reputed to be born there) was called Alalco- 
menas: for though it wasfmall and built in a plain, yet 
it always remained untouched and inviolared 9 becaufe 
out of reverence to the Goddefs , za<rn ( 

/ 3 ta(, (as Strabo [peaks) all men abltained from all 
force and violence to it. Thus he difeourfes ifi his E- 
pift. qua: Refp. ad tres Quart, p. 43. And I find he 
had fa id it before in his P ha leg Second Tart , L. j. 
Cap. 16. where he tr(inflates melee Alcum, Rex in¬ 
vert us, an invincible King. 

But there is another conjefture, of a very learned man of 
our own A ir. Pocoqk (Not. ad Gregor, Abul. Pharai. 
p. 20; ) which is ft pact, that I could not omit it in 
rny Paraphrafe . For y according to the Arabick ufe of 
the word Alkum (out of which language both Rabbins 
and Chriftians take the liberty to expound the Hebrew 
words of the Bible , when they are fuigular) the fence is 
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ft ill more pregnant ; and founds tfm : A King with 
whom his people is, or whom his people follow. 
For a* when there is fuelb a happy agreement between 
King and people , there is nothing more comely ; fo then 
he appears with the great eft and mo ft aw full Majtfty t 
and ftrikes terrour into all his enemies. 

[r] The two laft verfes, if we take them fevered from the 
foregoing ; are an advice how to be happy : which the 
whole ( hjpter fhews in effett, is, to endeavour to be 
innocent. But becaufe no man can be fo wife, as never 
to doe a foolifh thing ; he feems , in conclufion, to tell 
what is next to that , viz. when we have rnifearried any 
way , not to juftifie it\ but to appeafe thofe whom we 
have offended , by file nee ; takingJhame to our ft Ives , 
and not defending what we have d%e amifs y much lefs 
making comp lain is of other s, &c. For (as I have ex - 
preffed it in the Paraphrafe, v. laft) by inf fling upon our 
innocence , or charging others , or exaggerating faults, 
very great mifchiefs may infue . 

But theft two verfes may be connected with that which pre¬ 
cedes ; (though I have not been bold to doe it, becaufe 
Interpreters go the other way) and v. 32. may be an ad¬ 
vice to Subjects if they .have offended their Prince any 
woy y and been fo foolifh as to oppofe him, not to perfifl 
in their err our ; much lefs defend it, and clamour up'on 
the Government, &c. but fit down in filence, bewailing 
the guilt , and imploring a pardon. And then v. 3 3. may 
be look't upon as Advice to Princes, not to opprefs their 
Subjetls ; and thereby provoke them to rebell againfi them. 

The Vulgar Latin feems to refer r both to Princes: for thus 
runs the fence of v. 31. according to that Tranftation 
(which 1 cannot indeed reconcile well with the Hebrew) 
It fometimes happens,that he who isadvanced on high 
(to a throne fuppofe) appears to be a fool: who if he 
had underftood (viz. his danger , or his folly % or what 
bad been beft for him) would have put his hand upon 
his mouth: that is, never have defired that dignity. 

Z j which 
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which perhaps he earneflly fought. And , though l 
know not how to juftifie this Tranflation, it agrees well 
with what follows which may well be applied unto 
Princes) that it is great folly to drain things too far. 
Either the Laws, which if extended to the utmoft ri¬ 
gour, will , by fuch hard conftruciion , become the bane of 
humane fociety ; or their taxes and exactions beyond 
what the people can bear . For by fqueezing them too 
much , moft dangerous* feditions and rebellions have hap- 
ned under excellent Princes . 

And tlm Melanfthon underftands the beginning of this 
verfe (v. 3 3 J that Empires and Governments ought to 
be moderate ; according to two excellent fayings of Plato 
and Solon; which he alledges ; and then concludes that , 
anger alfo ought ^ be reprejfed (according to the admoni¬ 
tion in the laft words) left publick difcords arife , which 
draw after them vaft ruins: and oft-times arife from 
light caufes ; which ought to have been mollified and cured 
by forne moderation , and not exafperated into a flame. 


words of Agwr the fon 1. XJEre now 
1 of Jakeh , even the pro - L * low feme me- 

phecy: the man fpake unto Itfyiel , ™ ora bk ^ a y in S s > °f 
ever, unto ltbiel and UcaL s * n £j Mche . ouc of 

whofe Works thefe weighty Sentences were colletted, which 
he uttered like a prophetical Teacher, to It hid , one of his 
moft eminent Scholars, and to Veal , another of them ; 
but especially to the former. See Arg.U] id 


1. Surety I am more brutifh than 2. Who admiring 
any man , and have not the under- Wifdom, and de- 
ftanding of a man . firing to be refolved 

J in many difhculties, 

Agar modeftly and humbly faid; Do not call me wile: for 
I am far from that acutenefs, which is natural to him who 
excels in widom, that I am ftupid, in comparifon with 
fuch a perfbn; nay, I cannot arrogate to my felf the un- 
derftanding of a common man. See Arg. [b] [cl 
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* I neither learned wifdorn, nor * 3- asforim- 

have the knowledge of the holy. ' Pavements, which 

° are made by the help 

of knowing perfbns I have not had the advantages of ma¬ 
ny other men: for I was never brought up in the Schools 
of the Prophets, where I might have learnt fome wifdom; 
much lefs have I received the knowledge of fqch iacred 
rayrteries, as thou inquired after* the mod I can pretend 
unto, is onely to know what belongs to a pious life. 
See Arg. [ d~\. 


4. who hath afce 
heaven , or defcended ? 
tbered the wind ini 
hath bound the waters 
who hath efiablifhed 
the earth! what is hit name, and ofGod; much iefsof 
what is hit fon\ name , if thou canfl God himfelf For 
tell . . where is he among 

all the Wile men, 
that ever went up into Heaven and came down again, to 
tell us the order, and the motion of the Stars j ana all the 
reft that is done there? Nay, who is it, that can fo much 
as give us the lead account of the Wind, but God alone? 
who hath it perfeftly in his power, to make it ccafe, and 
blow again, as He pleafeth. And, to come lower yet, 
who but He hath tyed up the Waves of the Sea, that tney 
fhould not exceed their bounds ? or who hath fixed the 


nded up into 4. But had I a 

who hath ga- greater reach, or been 

m Ms’who better bred, it would 

in a garment ? ^ v e been impoffibk 
,, ? j r for me, to give an 
all the ends of of the works 


Earth (on which thou dwelled, and therefore art better ac¬ 
quainted withallj within filch limits, as it never breaks ? 
By what name is he called, that can explain thefe chines? 
or, if thou knowed, tell me the name of his Son, or of nis 
Family; that, if he be dead, we may enquire of them. 


5* Every word of God is pure : 5. The mod that 

he is a fljield unto them that put an y ma ? can doe for 

their trull in him . t | i y fotisfattion , is 

this \ to fend thee to 
the Book of God, and bid thee be content with what He 
hath there revealed of Himfelf, and of his Will* which 
in every part of it is fo fincere, and free from all mix¬ 
ture of deceit, that thou mayed fafely rely upon it ; 
• /y ^ and 
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and take his word, that He will protett and defend all 
thofe, who, in obedience to his commands, truft Him for 
what he hath promifed. 

6. Add thou not unto bis words , 6. Let this fuffice 

left he reprove thee % and thou be *h ee > anc ^ do not 

found a liar. P retend t0 6 reat ? r a L c ' 

7 . quamtance with his 

Will, than really thou haft; by adding any tiling of thy 

own to God’s word, and vouching it for his; which may 

bring thee into great danger ol the fevered punifhments 

from Him,; for being guilty of the word of forgeries, in 

counterfeiting divine inlpirarion. 

7. Trro things have I required of 7 - And in Anfwer 

thee y deny me them not before I die. t0 the Queftion about 

Prater (what things 

thou fhouldft ask of God) I have not much to fay neither; 
for I would not have thee multiply word^ but fay, as 1 
am wont to do: I humbly beg onely two*things of Thee, 
O God ; which I moft earneftly befeech Thee 1 may not 
want, as long as I (lay in this world. 


8. Remove far from me vanity 
and lies ; give me neither poverty 
nor riches , feed me with food con¬ 
venient for me: 


8. The fir ft is for 
my mind ; that 1 
may be perfeftly fe- 
cured from being de¬ 
ceived my left by falfe 


opinions, efpecially concerning Thee and Religion; and 
From being any ways guilty of deceiving other men : and 
then i for rne tiipply of my bodily neceihties, I defire Thou 
wouldft neither give me fcarcity, nor fuperfluity; but, if 
I may chute, a middle between both: making me fuch a 
competent allowance as may be fufficient to maintain me 
decently, in that ftate and condition of life, wherein Thou 
haft placed me. See Arg. [_e]. 


9. Left I bo fuli and deny thee, 
and fay , Who is the LORD t or 
left I be poor, and fteaf and rake the 
name of my God in vain. 

tempt me to be fo prophane and irreligious, as not onely 
to forget the donour of all good things, butatheiftically to 
* ' ‘ . : •' * contemn 


9. For I am tenfi- 
ble how great danger 
there is, either in ha¬ 
ving abundance of 
wealth, which may 
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contemn. thy worfliip and fervice; nay, infolently pro- 
fds, that I know no fuch being as the LORD, nor have 
any thing to do with Him : or in a beggarly condition, 
which may prefs me, firft to be injurious unto others for 
my own relief; arid then to run into the fearfull crime pf 
perjury, to purge my felffrom the charge of theft. XXII* 
Exod. 8, 11. 


10. Accufe not a fervant unto 10. As for rules of 
bis waller left he curfe thee , and thou behaviour towards o- 

be found guilty. th .f s > thc X a . re 6 ene ‘ 

J 0 y rally well known; 

and therefore I onely admonifh thee to avoid one thing (to 
which our Nation is too prone) that is, not to abufe any 
poor Slave ,whofe condition is wretched enough; and there¬ 
fore, for inftance, rather excufe than aggravate his fault to 
his Matter, who perhaps is too rigorous: and be fure never 
to load him witn unjuft acculations, left, being wronged 
by thee, and not knowing how to right himfelfj he appeal 
to the Lord and pray Him to punifli thee; and thou, be¬ 
ing found guilty, feel the heavy eftefts of his vengeance. 
See Arg. [/]. 


11. There is a generation that 11. And now f to 

, and doth not anfwer your inquiry, 

what commpany yos* 
fhotild kee$ ? There 
are four forts of men, I would have you fet a mark upon 
and cautioufly fliun* Firft , they that are foully ungratefull 
to them, from whom they have received many benefits: 
for fuch a fort of men there is, who have no fenfe of ob¬ 
ligations, no, not to their Parents, to whom they have 
the greateft; but rail upon their Father, nay, wifh him 
dead; and cannot (peak a good word of their Mother. 


cur fet h their fatf. 
bkfs their mother 


12. There is a generation that 12. Next to thefe, 
are pure in their own eyes , and yet ar ? * fort of hypo- 

is not wafhed from their filthinefs. cr * tes '> who have a 

. Ilf , great opinion of their 

own purity, and would be thought by others very vertu- 
ous: but hide the greateft filthinefs, both in their minds and 
lives (which either they do not fee, or will not take care to 
purge awayj under this outward garb of holinefs. 

1 •' 


13. There 

I 
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I j: There is a generation, O 13. There is a 
fcoTP lofty are their eyes l and their f Qrt > whofe pride and 
eye-lids are lifted up. arrogance is fo lofty, 

J that it appears m their 

very countenance; and makes themfupercilioufly overlook 
all other men, asif they were not worthy of the lead refpeft , 
from them. 


14. But the fourth 
and laft fort is mod 
mifchievous, whole 
ravenous cruelty hath 
no example j unlefs 
you conceive a Lion 


14. There is a generation whofe 
teeth areas /words , and their jaw- 
teeth as knives, to devour the poor 
from off the earth , and the needy 
from among men . 

or Wolf, that hath teeth, both fmall and great, as fharp 
asfwords or knives, coming with open mouth to devour 
every Creature, that is weaker than themfelves; fuch is the 
favage oppredion of tyrants, extortioners, calumniatours, 
Crc* who have no mercy upon the poor and needy; but 
make their condition ('which moves compalTton in other 
men) fo infuflerable, that they are weary of living any long¬ 
er in the world. 


if. And here I 
will fatisfie one of 
your otherQueftions, 
What Creature is 
mofl unfatiable ? 1 
anfwer, the Horfe- 


15. The horfe-leach hath two 
daughters , crying, Give, give. 

There are three things that are 
never fatisfed , yea, four things 
fay not , It is enough: 

leech \ which fucks the bloud of other Creatures, till it burft: 
as thole wicked men do the livelihood of the poor, till they 
jruin themfelves. And in this perpetual craving more and 
more, without any end, there are two things fo like the 
Horfe-leech, that they may be called her Daughters: nay, 
there are three that are never farisfisd; or rather four whole 
delirescannot be filled. See Arg. [g ]. 


16. The grave, and the barren 
womb , the earth that is not filed 
with water , and the fre that faith 
not, It is enough . 


16. They ate thefe: 
Death, or the Grape \ 
which having confu- 
med fo many paft 
Generations, will as 


greedily fwallow up and confume all that are yet to come : 

the 
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the barren fVomlr, which is wont to be defirous of Children 
beyond meafure: the Earthy which drinks up all the rain 
that falls upon it, and (till thirfts for more: and the Fire, 
which devours all the fuel that is thrown into it, and neveV 
ceales to burn, as long as there is any thing to feed it. 


17. Thee^e that mockethat his * 7 - I will not end 
father, and defpifetb to obey his th «> IJ»ve pro- 
mother , the ravens of the valley nouncal thedoomof 

«*«. 

g^es(hall eat it. oned (x/. u. ) who 

are fo ungratefull to their Parents, as not onelyto dtfobey 
their commands, but to fcorn, nay? and deride their per- 
fons; and mock at the infirmities of their old age: whole 
villanies fhall bring them to an infamous end, and expofe 
their dead bodies tor a prey to the Ravens (which fre¬ 
quent the {kooks, that run in the Vallies) and to the 
young Eagles; who Hull pick out thofe eyes, in which 
their fcorn and derifion of their Parents, was wont to ap¬ 
pear. See Arg. [h], • 


18. There be three things which 18. To your next 

are two wonder full for me, yea, four Queftion, my An- 

rrbich I know not: fwer is 5 that chere arc 

three things, whole 

motions are beyond my reach: nay, a fourth, which is the 

mod unaccountable of all the reft. See Arg. [ i ]. 


19. The way of an eagle in the 19. ivr/?, the won- 

air, the way of a ferpent upon a derfull fwiftnels ofan 
rock , the way of a (bipin the mid} •Eagle^flightintothe 

of the fea, and the way of a man 2LWvl,T°^ r 
within maid. fight (XXIII. s .)fe- 

c$naly, the manner 
ofa Serpent’s fpeedy creeping, without any feet, to the top 
of a (lippery rock: thirdly , the way that a Ship makes in 
the Sea, though it feem lbmetime to fink to the bottom 
of the water, and again to mount up into the air: But, a- 
bove all, the (lippennels of youth (which is more incon- 
ftant than the air, &c.) and efpecially the impatience, and 
reftlefs tolling of a young man’s mind, his cunning and 
Heights, when he goes a woing j and the wonderfull arts 

he 
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he hath to Aide into the heart of a maid, and win her love. 


to. Such is the way of an adul¬ 
terous woman ; jhe eateth , and wi- 
petb her mouth , and faith , J have 
done no wickednefs . 


20. And yet, the 
fubtilty of an adulte¬ 
rous woman, is e- 
qual to this ; both in 
crafty contrivances of 
fecret ways to enjoy her filthy pleafures; and in calling a mill 
before her Husband s eyes to conceal them, when fhe is in 
danger to be difcovercd. For having defiled his Bed, fhe 
not onely looks modellly and demurely, but profefies the 
greateft innocency; and behaves her fe If, as if me were the 
honefteft Woman, and the kindeft Wife too in the world : 
like one, that having ft ten fome forbidden meat, wipes her 
mouth, and fays fhe has not lo much as tailed it; but ab¬ 
hors to let it come within her lips. 


21. For three things the earth 21. And to latisfie 
is difquieted t and for four which your other Queftion, 
it cannot bear : tb *W are mo l l 

fvver is ; that three things make fuch \ difturbance, that 
men groan under the load of them: nay, there are four, 
which are an unfupportable grievance unto thofe that arc 
opprefied by them. See Arg. [ kj. 


it. For a fervant when he reipn- 22. Firft y the in- 

eth y and afoot when be is filed with f°knt cruelty of a 
meai vile Slave, when he 

1 is advanced to a 

Throne: fccwdly , the petulant rudenelsof a fortunate fool; 
efpecially when he grows debauched, and is in one of his 
drunken firs: * 


13. For an odiotit woman when 23. And thirdly, a 
fhe is married , and an handmaid woman, whole mo- 

that if heir to her mipefs. rofenefs, pride and 

J paliton(and luchlike 

ill qualities) make her hated by every body; when fhe 
gets aii Husband: and Liflly } a poor maidlervant, w'hen ilie 
is puded up by anellate,lefc her by her millrefs; or, which 
is woile, that having lupplanted her millrefs, and thrull 
her,firll out of her husband'satfe6tions,and then out of doors, 
fucceeds in her place, and becomes his wile. See Arg. [/J. 

24. There 
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24. There be four things which 
are little upon the earth, but they 
are exceeding ivife: 


24. To thofe four 
intolerable things, of 
which all complain, 
I will add four more. 


that are very contemptible , but much admired : for though 
they have no bodily bulk, their wifdom is exceeding great, 
and very elaboraee. See Arg. [ m ] Ipp ]. 


2 5. The ants are a people not 
ftrong ; yet they prepare their meat 
in the fummer ; 


25. Fir ft, the Ants : 
which are a creature 
lo infirm, that one 
crulh ofour foot kills 


multitudes of them, and yet fo provident, as well asindu- 
ftrious, that* they prepare granaries under ground, with 
wonderfull art, to receive their food : which they gather 
and lav up in harveft time; and fecure it too, that it may 
ferve for all the year. See VI. 8. 


2 6. The conies are but a feeble , 26. Secondly , the 

folk, yet make they their boufes in mountain Mice, are 
the rocks • a feeble.fort of crea#; 

’ tures alfo, but they 

have a Leader to give them notice ot any danger; and are 
fo cunning that they provide for their fafety in high rocks: 
into which they have feveral entrances and out-lets; that if 
they be allaulted in one port, they may efeape at another. 
See Arg. [>]. 


17. The locufts have no king,ytt 27. Next the Lo- 
f 0 they forth all of them by bands ; cufts, which herein 

J indeed differ from the 

former, that they have no King to govern them: yet go 
forth, like Soldiers to battle, in good order: and when 
they fall upon the fpoil, divide it among themfelves, with¬ 
out any quarrel or contention. See Arg, [0]. 


18. The»ffider taketb hold with 2 %. Laftly, (The 

her hands, and is in kings palaces . Spider, which weaves 

a curious web, or ra¬ 
ther) The little fpotted Lizard, which takes fall hold even 
on the flatcealing of Loufes; and there goes (with its body 
hanging down into the air) in purfuit of its prey: which as 
it nimbly catches; fo it intrudes it telf to hunt for it, even 
in Kings Palaces. See Arg. [/>]. 


29. There 
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29. There be three things which 29- And here after 
go welL yea , four are comely in gs- t } ie confederation of 
imrr . thefe fourcontempti- 

* * ble things, it will be 

fit toanfwer your laft Queftion, What things are mo ft ft ate- 
Ij ? and there are three, or rather four things, whole moti¬ 
on is majeftick, and go after a goodly manner. 


30. A hon which is ftrongeft 
among bsafts , and turneth not a - 
way for any t 


30. Fir ft the Li¬ 
on, when he is come 
to his full growth \ 
who is the moft he- 


roical and undaunted of all creatures} never turning his back 
for fear of the greateft multitude of hunters, or Dogs that 
fet upon him. 


31. A grey-bound t an he-goat 
y and a king , againft whom there 
is no riftng up. 

^quipped (aswefpeak) for the battle: And then the He- 
goat with his long beard : when he walks in pompous ftate 
oefore the flock. And luftly } aprolperous King y of invincible 
courage ; efpecially when he reigns in the hearts of his peo¬ 
ple, and marches at the head of an unanimous, victorious 
Army > whom none dare rife up to oppofe. See Arg. [q ]. 



31. Next to him> 
a ltrong and gene¬ 
rous Horfe\ efpecially, 
when he is airt and 


31. If thou baft done foolifhly in 
lifting up thy felf\ or if thou haft 
thought evil , lay thine hand upon 
thy mouth. 


32. If thy pride or 
thy pafTion hath in- 
gaged thee, in feme 
foolifh aCtion, where¬ 


by thou haft difgra- 
ced thy felf; or made thee contrive and endeavour any thing 
that is unwarrantable; do not add one fault to another, by 
excufingit, or blaming any body but thy felfforit; much 
lefsby quarrelling at thofe that admonifh thee pf it, and re¬ 
prehend thee for it: but ftopat the firft(notion to this,and 
filently acknowledge thy errour. See Arg. [r]. 


33. Surely the churning of milk 
brivgeth forth butter , and the wring¬ 
ing of the nofe bringeth forth blond: 
fo the forcing of wrath bringeth 
forth ftrife. 


33. Forfromlittle 
things there is an ea- 
fy progrelsuntogreat- 
er. And juft as you 
fee Milk is firft prefled 

out 
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out of the Cows udder, and then being fhaken in the chum 
is forced into butter; and as theNofe being wrung, though 
at the firft it onely purge it felf, yet if it be harder prefled, 
there comes out bloud: even fo, words pafling to and fro, 
raife an heat, and that if continued, ftirs up anger; and 
that, making men vehemently infift upon their opinion, 
or their defire, turns into fcolding; and that, in the iflue, 
grows up to quarrels, and irreconcilable enmities. 


CHAP. XXXI.* 
ARGUMENT. 

£ a ] It is generally taken for gran ted, both by Hebrew and 
Chrifiian Writers , that King Lemuel, whofe Mother 
gave him the Precepts contained in this Chapter, was 
Solomon ; whom Bathflieba took care early to inftruEt 
in his duty; beings asfome of no [mail name funfie, di¬ 
vinely infpired with the gift of Prophecy . But, as all 
this depends merely upon conjecture, and that without 
the leafi ground, fo there is no good reafon affigned why 
Solomon (Iwuld here be called Lemuel ; and not by the 
name he bath both in the beginning of the Preface to 
this Book , /. Prov. 1. and in the entrance of the Firft 
Part Chap. X. 1. and of the laft Collection a!fo(XXV, 
ij made by the men of plezekiah fwhom Grotius 
fanftes to be the King here mentioned, under the name 
of Lemuel; onely for this reafon, that this Chapter fol¬ 
lows the Colie Cl ion of Proverbs made by his Servants : 
which hath no force at all in it ; for the words of Agur 
follow mere immediately ; which, he cannot a feribe to He- 
zckiah. 

And therefore it is more reafonable to conceive this Lemuel 
to have been a Prince in fame other Country ; who had 
gathered fome weighty Sentences taught him by. bis Mo¬ 
ther (who fe name is unknown) which it was thought fit to 

adjoyn 
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ddjoynto the foregoing: becaufe they are very wife, and 
of great moment \ a* if they proceeded from a propheti¬ 
calJpirit. And it is onely the vanity of the Jewifh Na¬ 
tion f who would inclofe all wifdom within the bounds of 
their own Country, which hath made them afcribe that 
which follows in this Chapter to Solomon and Bathfhe- 
ba. for whichy as I faid y there is no colour: but it 
appears by the Hiftory of the ^ueenof Sheba, and the 
Embajjies which came from the Kings thereabouts , who 
Jent to hear the wifdom <?/Solomon (i King. IK. ult.) 
that there wfre even in thofe times , great perfons very 
inquifttive after knowledge, as there had been , in the 
times foregoing, in thofe Eaflern Countries , and in E- 
gypt ; which was famous for wife men , i King. IV. 30. 
where we reade of the wifdom of the Children of the 
Eaft (/. e. Arabia where Job a confiderable Prince , 
and the refl of his Friends, lived in former ages) and 
the wifedom of Egypt. Of which Country fome have 
thought thofe famous men to have been, who are mentio¬ 
ned in the next words , v s ; 1 . where this demonft ration is 
given that SolomonV wifdom excelled all the wifdom of 
thofe ConntrieSy for he was wifer than Ethan the Ezra- 
hite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, tic. upon 
which words, Gafper Sanchez notes,that f/tfSedarOlam 
faySy thefe were Egyptian wife men. But it is not good 
to take things upon truft'y for I find upon examination of 
the place (which is Chap . XX. of the greater Book of that 
name) that it faith no Juch thing, but onely this, that the 
Sons of Zara, Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Calcol and Da- 
ra (mentioned iChron. //, 6.) were Prophets \ who 
prophecied in Egypt. But however this be, that 
very Book acknowledges in the next chapter, that there 
were Prophets in other Countries, before the Law 
6f Mofes was given: though after the delivery of it,' 
the holy Spirt, theyfanfte, forfook all the world bat 
them ; immediately upon the fpeakingof thole words, 
XXXHI. Exod. 16. XXXIV. 6. For which ajfertm , 

as 
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2 u there is not the leaf (hadow of tea fin y fo fuppofing it 
1 vere true , it tnuft notwithftanding be confeffed that 
there remained ftill among other Nations y many excel¬ 
lent and wife perfons both men and women: who bad fucb 
communication aljo with the Jews y that many of them 
were profelyted to their Religion: which might have coun¬ 
tenanced their Authors if they had faid (and it feems to 
me a better fancy than any they have) that Lemuel* 
Mother was j Jewifh Lady married to fome Prince of a- 
nother Country ; by whom jhe had this Son ; and took 
care of his Inftitution in the Divine wifdom of her people . 

And by the ufe of the word bar three times , for a Son, in 
the beginning of this Jnftritttion Qwhich is no where 
ufed in this Book before , nor in the whole Bible more 
than once y 1 L Pfal. 12.) one would guefs this Lemuel 
to have been fome great per fin in Chaldea. For in the 
next verfi alfi fv. 4.) we meet with the word Mela- 
chin (Kings) according to the termination in the 
Language of that Country, 

[b] But this is all uncertain t and therefore I proceed no 
further in it . but oncly note, that vrhofiever was the 
Mother of Lemuel, jhe was might it, filicitous to have 
him doe welt : as appears by verfi the fecond. Which 
fome think to be a paifionate exprejfion 7 when jhe faw him 
begin to incline to evil courfis ; as if jhe had faid: What 
doft thou mean, my Son, &c. But it is more likely 9 
that it proceeded from a tender concern pur bis well-do¬ 
ing, as fion as ever he grew up ; whit ft be was yet in¬ 
nocent and untainted. And that he might fo continue , 
jhe gives him three or rather four of the moft proper 
Advices , that could be thought offer a Prince. 

[c] lirft, to fubdue that lift , which fije knew to be very 
violent in youth ; especially in young Kings ; who have 
more provocations, and are opt to take more licenfi than 
other men: but bring thereby fuel i mifchiefs upon them - 
fives y and their Kingdoms, as are not to be repaired ; 
but often end in their deftrutfion, v. 3. 

A* a [d] In 
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[d] In order to this, fa admonifas him, in the fecond 
place, to avoid drunkennefs; and to preferve bimfeIf 
perfettly fiber: whereby he would be fit alfi for connfel; 
and be able likewife to give a right judgment, when 
Caufis were brought before him, v. 4. which fime extend 
fo far, a* to think fa would not have him drink any 
wine at all, or other dvong liquors, (of which there 
were feveral made , of honey, or dates, and divers other 
things; which go under the common name of SchecharJ 
But it is more reafinablc to look upon it, as a caution 
againft excefs: which is dangerom in all men, but efpe- 
ctally in thofe that are to govern others, as well as them- 
felves . For the# they blurt out the greatejl fecrets, as 
the Vulgar tranfiate the latter part of the verfi; or 
grow furious and outrageous, as the LXX. tranfiate the 
fame pajfage: but both of them without any ground 
that I can fee in the HebrewText. # 

[e] In which follows, v. 5. the true reafin of this prohibiti¬ 
on; and then an account (v. 6.) of their condition, to 
whom a larger quantity than ordinary, of wine or flrong 
drink, is fit to be allowed. Not to Kings, who have in¬ 
numerable ways to relieve their cares, and to divert 
t hemfives when ary thing troubles.them: ‘but to poor mi - 
fir able people, that are ready to faint under their heavy 
burthens and oppreffions. For whom this is a prefint 
relief; and the onely one fimetime they are capable of ; 
when they are in a very melancholy condition. And 
they that are of fuch a temper, or are otherways made 
exceeding fad , can better bear a great deal of wine, 
without any diforder, than the fanguine, and they who 
are gay and merry . There are thofe, that by men rea¬ 
dy to perifh, have under food fuch as were condemned 
to die, and going to execution. Vnto whom it was 
the cufiont to give a draught of wine, to fupport their 
fpirits; and in the degenerate ages of the jfewijh Com¬ 
monwealth, they put fame thing into it to intoxicate the 
poor wretches , fa that they might be infenfible of pain . 



Chap. XXXr. /^PROVERBS. 3 * $• 

And fome imagine this cuftom to§k its original from this 
place in the Proverbs ; though it be not the trite fence of 
the words. For the latter part of this verfe y (and that 
which follows, v. 7.*) gives the be ft explication of the 
frft: and they jhew he [peaks of thofe that were mife- 
rably poor. And fo the btft Hebrew Expofitours in¬ 
terpret thofe words, XXVI. Dfcut 4. my Father was a 
Syrian , ready to perifli : that is, extreme poor', and 
in want of all things. 

[ f ] And thus having enlarged this fecond Advice a little, 
Jhe patfes to the third: which is (v. 8.) to take fuch 
care that Juft ice be exactly adminiftred (without which 
no Kingdom can fubftfl) as himfelf to undertake the de¬ 
fence of thofe , who were in danger to lofe a good caufe ; 
for want of an Advocate to plead it for them , or to open 
the true ft ate of it, &c\ Efpecially jhe commends to him , 
the patronage of Strangers, Orphans, and poor indi¬ 
gent people . The firft of which in the Hebrew , are cal¬ 
led children of change; or that are patted by : That 
is, perfons - who have changed their country ; or that 
are in danger to fuffer grievous alterations in their 
condition , if right be not done them ; or who are defer- 
ted by all, and have none to ft and by them. Several 
other ways there are to explain the phrafe ; but to the 
fatne purpofe. 

Egd B ut the great care of Parents , being to fee their Son 
well married , (he concludes with the defcription of fuch a 
wife , as jhe would have him feck: which takes up the 
reft of the Chapter , from v. 10 to the end. And it 
is in the form of a Poem (as S. Hierom takes it) con- 
fifting of a fort oflambick verfes: ca.:h of which begins 
with a new Letter of the Alphabet morder\ the tenth 
with Aleph, the eleventh with Beth, and fo to the 
bottom . Which was an elegant fort ofcompofure among 
the Ancients , and a help to memory alfo ; as we fee in 
feveral Pfeilms, and other parts of Scripture. 
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Now whether [he compofed tbefs verfes her felf , or got her 
fence exprejfed by fome eminent Foet, cannot be known ; 
nor is it material. But I do not think fit to follow the 
conjeBure 0/Huetius (in his late Demonftr. Evang.) 
who imagines the words of Lemuel / Mother to end with 
the ninth verfe: and here to begin a diftintt compofiti - 
on of fome other perfon : fuppufe Solomon. For though 
this following Voem, be disjoyned from the foregoing 
words, in the LXX ; and differs herein fi-om the reft 
that in the beginning of every verfe, the order of the 
Hebrew Alphabets cbferved : yet there being no words 
in the head of it as there is Chap. XXX. and the begin¬ 
ning of this Chapter ] to denote it to belong to another 
Author, I take it to be of the fame piece with the firfi 
nine verfes . That is, to be a Copy of Verfes, delive¬ 
red to Lemuel by his Mother, in commendation of an 
excellent woman: which perhaps jl)e did not make her 
felf (though there be no proof of that, and both Debo¬ 
rah and Hannah we find were Foets) but, notwith - 
flan ding, being recommended to him by her \ would, floe 
thought, have the fame authority with.him, as if fhe had 
been the Author . And it is very obfervable, that the 
general char aider of fuck a woman as fie would have 
him marry, /Vefcheth chajil, a vertuous woman, we 
tranjlateit. Which word chajil, fignifies both ftrength 
(or rather valour Jtficouragej and riches and vertue. 
And, in the defer ip t ion offitting perfons for the Magi - 
ft racy, Jethro in general faith, they fhould be anfehee 
chajil (XVIII. Exod 21.) which we tranflate able men : 
and then follows more particularly wherein their ability 
fhould confifl, fuch as fear God, men of truth, hating 
covetoufnefs. I take therefore efeheth chajil to in¬ 
clude in it a great fear of God (mentioned after.ward 
v. 30.) which is fo powerfull as to endue one with the 
courage to dee well, when piety is contemned ; nay, 
laught at and ahufed: and have nop therefore omitted 
this, among other words , to exprefs the force of this 
phrafe. [bj And 
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[h] And then follow, after this, abundance of other good 
qualities , which are included in this: fuch as chaftity; 
and fucb a care of her husband's eft ate, that he might 
have a perfett confidence in her management ; love to 
him without morofenefs: diligence in all houjhold af¬ 
fairs: frugality ; gentlenefs in the government of her 
family ; a prudent care in the education of her children ; 
and in fetting all the family to fome employment or other; 
and increafwg alfo her Imband’s eft ate, and yet giving 
liberally to the poor ; affability, and courte/ie to all ,&c. 
which excellent imlowments if her Son found in a wife , 
fte knew it would be a certain means to preferve him, 
from following other women ( v. 3.) when he took per¬ 
fect delight in her company: and from drunkennefs 
alfo (v. 4.) which few fall into, who intirely love their 
wives, and ftudy to pleafe them in all things : for they 
generally abhor this hath fome vice. In order to this 
(he would have him marry fuch an one , as he could per¬ 
fectly confide in ; and never in the leaft fufpeCi of any 
levity , or unfaitbfulnefs, or carelefnefs, when he was 
abroad, v. 11. and would never be crofs to him ; but 
always loving, and kind, and pleafing, when be was at 
home, v. n. 

[i] An excellent houfivife alfo \ prone to take any pains 
her felf, that fhe might give a good example to others ; 
particularly , in the Linen, and Woollen Manufacture ; 
in which the greateft women, it appears by ancient 
Authors, conftantly employed themfehes heretofore , 
with fuch diligence, as is highly praifed in their Books 
v. 13. where to exprefs her propenfton to this work, 
he aferibes a willingness and forwardnefs to her hands ; 
juft as XXI Prov. if,. he makes the hands of the flug- 
gard to be averfe to labour. 

[k] Which turns to a great account, fhe ffews, both in 
foreign commodities , v. 14. and in the purchafe of land t 
v. 1 6 . which the good houfivife her felf views, and 
walks about with great expedition (v. 17.) tucking up 

A a 3 her 
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her garments (as we [peak) that {he may be fit for moti¬ 
on every where : and not minding fine clothes more than 
her bufinefs, nor for fear of fpoiling them , neglecting 
that ; but preferring flrength in her arms acquired by 
labour , before the ornaments wherewith they are wont 
to be adorned . 

] ] The profit of which {he finds is fo great, that it 
makes her love labour better than (leep; and when 
there is hafle of work, to continue it all night : fov.ift. 
may be expounded . 

After which follows v. 19. another infiance of her humble 
greatnefs. Then her charity to the poor, v. 20. her care 
of her own family, v. 21. where the lafi word having 
different fences, 1 have expreffed them all in the Pa¬ 
raphrafe. 

[m] And then is wifely mentioned, v. 2 2, her magnificence 
in the banging of her houfe, and of her bed , and in her 
own apparel: which was the more allowable, when the 
poor were not neglefled ; and the decking her ft If and 
houfe, did not make her forget their neceffities. The 
particular words there I have not room to explain. Nor 
thofe which follow, v. 24. (after{I# had mentioned the 
honour her husband would get by fuck a wife, v. 15 J 
for I think it js need] nil rather to give a brief account 
of v. 25. 

Which feems not unfitly tranflated by Caftalio to this 
fence, that (lie being thus amply provided, and forti¬ 
fied, as it were, againft all accidents; need not fear 
any want in future times. But confidering what fol¬ 
lows, v. 26,2 7. 1 have choftn onely to touch on that fence ; 
and to take ftrength and honour for the excellent 
qualities belonging to her: which I have called her 
principal ornaments; becaufe the Hebrews are wont to 
exprefs that which adorns any per fin, and is mofi pro¬ 
per to them , by the name of clothing: as CXXXIL 
Plal.9. thy Priefts fliall be clothed with righteouf- 
nels. 


Co] The 
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ro] The reft I muft wholly omit, and onely obferve , that 
the fear of the LORD in the conclufion fv.30.) is the 
foundation of all tbefe vertues (which will either not be 
found, where there is no devout fence of God ; or not 
be conftant and equal, but vary as feveralpaffions govern 
and rule their fpirits ) e[pecially when it is in fuch a high 
degree, that a woman values her felffor the fear of the 
Lord, more than any thing elfo . So the LXX . tran - 
jlate it ; A prudent woman is commended; but (lie 
praifes the fear of the Lord: which may have this 
fence alfo, that her vertues commend Religion unto 
others. Religion it felf is honoured by her excellent 
vertues : which are fo exemplary , that they make others 
in love with them, as well as with her. 

I conclude all with the Obfervation of Melanfthon, that 
this Defcription, which he calls Speculum honeftae Ma¬ 
trons, is altogether fimple and plain, without any fuch 
allegories as Simonides ufed, who /aid, He was happy 
that married a wife like a Bee : and that all this , in 
a manner, is comprehended by the Apoftle in thofe words 
to 1 Timothy 11 ult. jhe frail be faved in Child bear¬ 
ing, if they continue in faith, and charity, and holinels, 
with fobriety. Faith, faith he, is the acknowledgment 
of the true God, and confidence in his Son Jefw Chrift 
(that is, belief of the whole Gofpel ) out of which fprings 
the love of God, and from thence the love of her 
Husband and Children: and then holinefs or lanftifi- 
cation, which is that vertue we call chaftity: and laft- 
ly temperance, a* he tranflates it, moderation in meat 
and drink ; or rather, all manner of fober behaviour, 
and prudence, in the Government of the family, and 
in the moderation of ail forts of expences, &c. which 
things the Apoftle particularly mentions; becaufi in the 
enumeration of Vertues , it is the manner of the holy 
Writers, to name thofe onely, which are moft proper and 
fuitable to every ones ft ate and vocation . 
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l.'~T*HE words of king Lemuel , i.TJNto thofeSay- 

_L the prophecy that his mo - inaso fAgur t 

thcr taught him. ' et t , e ^ e °* J^g ^ e : 

° muel be added and 

confidered: which are weighty Sentences all'o (XXX. i.) 

which his Mother taught him, with fuch auchority, as if 

fhe had been a Prophetefs. See Arg. [a\ 


2. JVbaty my [on? and what , 2. And with no 

the fan of my womb? and \vbat y the lels tendernefs and af- 

fon of my vows ? fe&ion alfo, faying ; 

Hearken, my Dear 
Son, for whofe well-doing, O how much am I concerned ? 
I want words to exprels the care I have about it: I am at a 
lofs how to inftruft thee according to my wifhes: what fhall 
I defire thee to doe for my fake, who indured fo much for 
thee; when I carried thee in my womb, and brought thee 
forth from thence*? what fhall I pray thee to doe? for 
whom I have made fo many prayers to God; and vows 
too, if I might but fee thee come fafe into the world, 
and grow to be a man, and fit upon a Throne. See 
Arg. [£]. 


3. G ive not thy firength unto wo- 3 • In the firft place, 

men y nor thy ways to that which de- * et me prevail with 

flroyetb kings. thee > a , s cl ]ou loveft 

me, and as thou lovelt 
thy fell, to be chaft in thy defires of bodily pleafures, and 
not to give up thy (elf to follow thy lull after women; 
which will deftroy the firength of thy body, weaken thy 
mind, and exhauft thy treafures: that is, engage thee in 
fuch courfes as are the bane of Kings; and, by making 
them negledt their Government, have brought many 
of them and their Kingdoms to utter ruin. See Arg. [cl 


4 It is vot for kings, O Lemuel y 4. And next to 
it is not for kings to drink wine nor this , O Lemuel , 

for princes ftrong drhik; Kings of all other 

_ men, Kings, I lay, 

Should be fparing, very fparing in the ufe of wine, and 
of all other intoxicating drink; and fo ihould their Cbun- 

fellorr. 
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fellors, and Commanders of\Armies, and Judges, and all 
other Miniiters and Officers. See Arg. id’]. 


5. Left they drink and forget m For they may 

the laiPy and pervert the judgment '"jure more t } iar > 

of any of the 'affliBed. themfelves when 

J J J u they are in drink. If 

a Caufe, for inftance, be brought before a Prince or a Judge, 
and his thoughts are confuted by the fumes of wine j he may 
quite forget the (landing Rules whereby he ought to deter¬ 
mine it: and things appearing to him quiteotherwite than 
they are, he may not onely judge amite, but unjuftly con¬ 
demn tiiote that ought to have been acquitted; and undoe 
poor and afflifted people, by giving away their right, when 
the comfort of their whole life depends upon his juftice. 


6 . Give ftrong drink unto him 
that is ready to ptrrijh y and wine to 
thofe that be of heavy hearts. 


6. If the liberal ute 
of wine and ftrong 
drink, is to be in¬ 
dulg’d to any body, 
it is to thofe miferable wretches, and the meaner fort of per- 
fons: whom it may be charity to comfort therewith, wnen 
they are in danger to perifh, for want of the neceflary fup- 
ports of life; or are opprefled with grief and forrovv in any 
other deplorabjg condition. See Arg. [ e ]. 

7. Let him drink and forget 7. Then bring 
bis poverty , and remember his mi - forth plenty of wine, 
fery no more . 

a dnconlolate perfon: 
let him drink freely till he hath cheered his heart, and rail¬ 
ed his drooping fpirits, and be able to think of fomething 
elie, befide his poverty and mifery; nay, till he be fo mer¬ 
ry, as quite to forget the cares and wearifome labours, that 
it brings upon him. 


8. Open thy mouth for the 8. And that's the^ 

dumb in the caufe of all fuch as are third thing I beg ot 

appointed to deftm&ion. ^ ee * , t0 admini- 

(ter juftice exafcuy tp 

all thy Subjects, and not merely commit the care of 
it unto others: but fit thy felf upon the bench; and if 
thou tedt a man in danger to lote his right, becaute lie 
is not able to make it out, and through fear, or igno¬ 
rance. 
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ranee, or want of elocution, cannot fpeak for himfelf, keep 
not filence, but undertake his defence; efpecially if it be 
the caufe of ftrangers, who underftand not the Laws, and 
perhaps are in danger tofuffer fome great damage, in their 
bodies, credits, or eftates. See Arg. [/]. 

9. Open thy mouth , judge righ - 9. And when thou 

teou(ly y and plead the caufe of the haft cleared the righ- 

poor and needy. teoufnefs of their 

* caule, fear not to pro¬ 

nounce the fentence boldly, according as the Laws re¬ 
quire: Let no man perfwade thee to admit of delays, but 
bring the bufinefs to a fpeedy iflue; that he who is poor, 
nay, a mere beggar, may neither be opprefled by doing him 
in juft ice, or by deferring to doe him right. 

10. Who can find a vert uom 10. % And now, 

woman l for her price is far above next t0 I fhall 
rubies commend a good 

wife unto thee: In the 
chdice of whom, a fingular care ought to be employed. But 
alas! fuch a woman as I would have is fcarce, and hard to be 
found. One that is not onely induftrious, but pious, and 
can command her felf^ as well as govern her family: being 
inricht with all thofe vertuous qualities, which make her far 
more valuable, than all the pearls or predlbus ftones, that 
women love to be adorned withall. See Arg. [g ]• 


• II. Tl)e heart of her husband 11. I can onely 

doth fafely truft in her , fo that he gi vs the charafter of 

(hall have no need of fpoil . her (which may ferve 

1 to direft others as 

well as thee, in their fearchafter fuch a perlbn ) in whofecha- 
ftity, as well as prudence, frugality, and fidelity in ordering 
all affairs at home, her Husband hath fuch a confidence, 
that he may go abroad, and attend the publick aftairs; 
without the leaft care or folicitude what will become of 
his domeftick concerns; and not be tempted to in rich him¬ 
felf, or fupply his own necdlities, with the fpoil of other 
men. Sec Av&, [!o]. 

ia. She will do him good and 12, She will not 

not evil all ike days of her life, onely indeavour ta 

anfwer his love, with 
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an equal affeftion, but to provoke and excite it, by pleafing 
him in every thing ; and avoiding whatfoever is ungrateful! 
to. him: nay, by deferving well of him, and ftudying to 
pror^ote the intereft of him and of his family, and to main¬ 
tain his honour and reputation; and that not onely by fit* 
and in a good humoiy, but all the days of her life; even 
after he is dead, if fhe furvive him. See A rg. [H 

Iij She feeketh weoll, and flax, »3» Idlenefs is 1 q 

and worketh willingly with her hatefull to her, that 

fhe need not be defi^ 

red to employ her felf 
in fome piece of good houfwifery: but of her own accord 
fets up a Linen and Woollen Manufafture; to which fh$ 
applies her own hands fo willingly, as well as dextroufly, 
that it appears fhe delights in the work. See Arg. [fj. 

14. She it like the merchants 14* And therewith 
(hips, (he bringeth her food from fhe maintains her fa^ 

aJfar' mdy Wlt h° uc 

* ' pence, by carrying on 

as gainfull a traffick for foreign commodities (which 
fhe gets in exchange for thefej as if her husband let out 
a Fleet of Merchant Ships; to fetch them from far diftanc 
Countries, 


1 y. Nor doth fhe 
indulge her felf in o- 
ver much deep, but is 
an early rifer before 
the break of day; to 
go abroad to work in 
their feveral tasks at 


1 She rifeth alfo while it is 
yet night , and giveth meat to her 
boHjbotdy and a portion to her mai¬ 
dens . 

make provifion for thole that are to 
the fields; and to fet her maidens 
home. 

16. She confidereth a field , and 1 6, So far fhe is 
luyeth it: with the fruit of her from wafting her huf- 

bands jhe planteth a vineyard. b an d s e ft ate > by 

her prudent manage¬ 
ment fhe continually increafesit; firft purchasing a field 
for com, when fhe meets with one that fhe judges worth 
her money; and then, out of the mere produft of her 
own labours, adding a vineyard to it, which fhe caufes to 
be well planted. 

17 .She 
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17. She girdeth her loyns with ' 17* And as her di- 

(Irength, and ftrengtheneth her ligence is unwearied, 

fo fhe is neither flow 

arms. L < 

m her difpatches, nor 

refutes any pains: but nimbly beftirs her felf, and goes 

roundly (as we fay) about her bufingts: nay, exercifes her 

arms to the ftrongeft labours, both within doors and with- 

put. See Arg. [£]. 


18. She perceiveth that her mer- 18. For, finding 

chandife is good: her candle goeth by fweet experience 

not out by night. J? ot on . e 'y how wl Jol- 

lome labour is, but 

what great profit her traffick yields, fhe doth not conclude 

her work with the day; but.continues it as much in the 

night as can be fpared horn neceflary deep. See Arg. [/j. 


19. She layeth her hands to the 19. And fhe doth 

fpindle } and her hands hold the di - not think it beneath 
fttff. her Quality to put her 

J J hands to thelpindle: 

but twifts the thred or the yarn with her own fingers; and 
winds them wirh her own hands. 


20. She Jlretchetb out her hand 20. Which fhe 

to the poor ; yea , fhe reacheth forth ftretches out with no 

her bands to the needy. left forwardnefs tore- 

lieve the poor: being 

not onely for getting all fhe can, but for giving liberally, 
out of her gains, to needy people ; whom fhe lupplies 
cheerfully as well as bountifully; and extends her charity 
not onely to thofe who are near, but to thofe who are re¬ 
moter from her. 

21. She is not afraid of the fnow 21. Vet fuch is her 
for her houjhold: for all her bouf prudence withall , 

hold are clothed with fear let. tha , c own. I;amUy 

and domeltick Ser¬ 
vants are in no danger to fuffer hereby, in the hardeil win¬ 
ter: for fhe provides them with change of raiment, for 
the feveral (ealons, and with double garments when the 
weather is cold; nay, not onely clothes them, but adorns 
them 10, that they may appear in a lplendid manner, when 
they are to wait upon her. See Arg. [ /]. . 


21 She 
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ii. She maketh her felf coverings 22. The furniture 

" d ly"ob“^ 

purple . own appgjej finable 

to it: in which her greatnefs is not the leis, but the more 
confpicuous; becaufe they are of her own making. Sec 
Arg. [m\. 

2;. Her Imband is known in 23. And fo are 

the gates , when he fittetb among the her husband s robes; 

elders of the land. wf ] lch make hrni no- 

ted, when he comes 

into the Courts of Judicature, and fits among the Sena- 
tours of the Country: who call him a happy man in fuch a 
wife, as doth him honour, and eafes him of all his cares, 
but onely thole ofthepublick bufinefs; which her wif- 
dom, diligence and prudent management, gives him lea- 
fure wholly to attend. 

24. She maketh fine linen , and 24. For fuch is her 
felleth it, and delivereth girdles induftry.thac flieex- 

unto the merchant. erciies more arts than 

one oi;two, to innch 
her family; making, for inftance, very fine linen, with 
embroidered belts, and girdles curioufly wrought; which 
file (ells to the Phoenician Merchant. 


25 Strength and honour art her 25. But her prin- 

clothing, and (he jhall rejoyce in c JP a ^ ornaments are, 

, • t* the hrmneis , con- 

time to come . /, , . 1 r 

ltancy and vigour of 

her mind ; her modeft, comely and decent behaviour; 

her generous and honourable way ot dealing with every 

which ( accompanied with the forenamed diligence, 


one 


— - — ^ - - — | — - ^ • 

C rc,) make her fo happy, that they free her from all 

fear of what may be hereafter; and prepare her to meet 
old age, and death it felf, with joy full fatisfa&ion. See 
Arg. [»]. 


2 6. She Qpenetb her mouth with 26. Unto which 

wifdom , and in her tongue is the ac ^ > fingular 

law of kindnefs. g rac , e 5 tha ? as Ihe 15 

J ^ neither hlent nor 

talkative, fo file loves not to talk of frivolous, but of ferious 

things ; 
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things; of Which, when occafion ferves, (he difcourfes perti¬ 
nently and judicioufly, not exprefling her paflion bat her 
WilHorn: which (heWs it (elf, not onely in theconftant foft- 
rteftand fwaetnefs of her unprovoking language; but in the 
Jnftruttions and exhortations (he gives unto doing good, 
exercifiqg mercy, living peaceably and lovingly together; 
which is the Leflon (he inculcates every where. 

17. She looketb well to the ways 27. But efpecially 

her boHpiold, and eateth not the * n her own family, 

bread of idlenefs. narrowly 

' oblerves the motions 

and manners of every one ; whom (he neither fuffers to 
gad abroad at their pleafure, nor to labour at home with¬ 
out good inftrufrions: but teaches them how to live as 
they ought; and by this, if (he did nothing elle, deferves 
the bread fhe eates. 

28. Her children arifeup , and 28. Happy are the 

tall bet blejfed ; her husband alio, $ ons °f fuch a 

ther, whofe care both 

of their good Educa¬ 
tion, and to make provilion for them, excites them, when 
they are grown up, to extoll her vertues: happy is the huf- 
band of (uch a wife, whom he can never (ufficiently com¬ 
mend ; but having recited all her praifes, faith, 

29. Many daughters have done 29. Daughters may 

vertnoujly , but thou excellejl them doe much by their 

houfwifry, but no¬ 
thing like to the care 
of a vertuous wife; and of all the wives that have done 
worthily, and mightily advanced the ftate of their family, 
there were never any comparable unto thee; whofe merits 
far tranfcend them all. 


and be praifeth her .* 


JO. Favour is deceitfully and 30. A hand feme 
beauty is vain,: but a woman that Aupe an ^ gracefull 
feareththe LORD, fhe (hall be behaviour is very ta- 

•btaifed kin S» and ,0 IS a g° od 

£ . complexion and love¬ 

ly features: but, alas! as the greateft beauty loon fades 
and vanifhes, (b many ill qualities may lie concealed under 
goodly look (which will utterly lpoil all the happinefs 

that 
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that a man promifed himfelf, in fuch a choice,) and there¬ 
fore a truly religious woman, who dare not any way of¬ 
fend the Lord, is that amiable perfon, and (he alone, who 
will pleafe a man always, and deferve perpetual praifes. 

31. Give her of the fruit of her 31* Let every one 

hands, and let her own works praife extoll her vertue, for 

want the juft commendations *of her pious labours: but 
while forne are magnified for the noblenefs of the ftock 
from whence they fpring, others for their fortune, others for 
their beauty, others for other things; let the good deeds 
which fhe herfelf hath done be publickly prailed in the 
greateft Aflemblies; where if all men fhould be filent, her 
own work will declare her excellent worth* 


THE END . 


» 
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